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Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It gives me great pleasure to welcome all of you - distinguished representatives from 

the ministries of health and central statistical offices of our Member States, and staff from the 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), the Regional 

Office and headquarters to this joint WHO and ESCWA consultation meeting on the 

assessment tool for civil registration and vital statistics systems.   

I would like also to welcome our international experts on the subject, who have come 

here from various institutes in different countries, to share their knowledge and expertise for 

the promotion of civil registration and vital statistics systems in our Region. 

Also, I would like to extend my special thanks and appreciation to the Government of 

Lebanon, particularly the Ministry of Health for facilitating the meeting in Lebanon, a 

beautiful and hospitable country.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The civil registration and vital statistics system signifies something more important 

than that each individual that came and departed in the ceaseless strain of mortal life “was 

born on such a day and died on such another”. The chief fields of inquiry and practical 

information in vital registration lie beyond the great records of the census of the people and 

public registers of the three grand periods of a lifetime – birth, marriage and death. 
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The continuous collection of vital statistics through civil registration systems can prove 

to be beneficial, in many ways, to individuals and societies in claiming their rights and also to 

countries for legal issues, as well as for human development and well-being. Furthermore, the 

success of international and national efforts to control specific diseases is often measured in 

terms of the reduction in deaths that are due to programme interventions. At least six of the 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) rely on accurate data on mortality and causes of 

death in monitoring progress. If vital statistics of births and deaths are combined with 

accurate cause of death data, their usefulness for health decision-making is greatly enhanced. 

Vital statistics are the cornerstone of health information systems in countries. Without 

knowing the number of births and deaths by sex, age and cause it is difficult to see how real 

progress can be made towards the fundamental goals of any health system – keeping people 

alive and healthy into old age. The late WHO Director-General, Dr Lee Jong-Wook, in one of 

his speeches said “to make people count, we first need to be able to count people”.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

There are multiple users and uses of civil registration and vital statistics. Despite the 

undoubted benefits of registration, only a few countries in the Region have systems that are 

considered to be essentially complete and producing reliable data, according to the 2008 

survey of ICD implementation in countries of the Region. In most countries, not all births and 

deaths that take place are registered and information on the cause of death is often unreliable, 

if it is collected at all.  

Despite the wide-ranging use of the data, civil registration and vital statistics systems in 

many countries of our Region are fragmented and there are little or no clear policy directions 

as to whom the data on vital events should be reported or which government institutions are 

responsible for maintaining the systems. 

Civil registration and vital statistics, in any country, have different stakeholders 

including individuals, civil societies, medical professionals and different government 

departments. A viable system that would meet the statistical needs of all partners requires 

trust and close collaboration and coordination among the stakeholders, as well as strong 

political commitment from the government authorities. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The purpose of this consultation is to strengthen civil registration and vital statistics 

systems in countries of the Region using the new vital registration assessment tool. 

Therefore, we need to focus our deliberations on a critical review of existing civil registration 

and vital statistics systems in order to identify the problems and constraints impeding 

progress and then to propose viable solutions. 

While fully functioning and complete vital statistics systems are not established 

overnight, it is possible to make steady progress if civil registration is integrated into the 

development process. Civil registration, and the vital statistics it generates, is as essential for 

the educational and economic sectors as for health. While there is no single pathway that 

countries should follow to reach the goal of a fully functional civil registration system, there 

are well-documented strategic approaches that countries can use. Irrespective of the approach 

chosen, it is important that countries periodically monitor their own progress and regularly 

assess the coverage, completeness and functioning of their civil registration systems. Ideally, 

this should lead to a continuous programme of quality assurance and improvement. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

WHO, as a specialised health agency of the United Nations and one of the main users 

of vital statistics itself, always promotes and advocates for evidence-based decision-making. 

We will continue to support Member States in their endeavours to strengthen their civil 

registration and vital statistics systems in order to produce quality data for rational decision-

making for the health of their people. 

Similarly, ESCWA in their efforts to promote economic and social development in the 

Region would like to see well-functioning civil registration and vital statistics systems and 

will provide countries with the required support and expertise.  

In addition, the initiation of the global partnership of the Health Metrics Network 

(HMN) in 2005 for strengthening health information systems with the main goal of 

increasing the availability and use of timely and accurate health information, provides ample 

opportunities for countries, in terms of technical support and financial assistance. I would 

encourage Member States to take advantage of these opportunities and to overhaul their civil 

registration and vital statistics systems. 
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Finally, I would like to wish you fruitful deliberations. While awaiting the results of 

your consultation and its recommendations, I hope you have an enjoyable stay in Lebanon 

and a safe return to your countries.  

Thank you. 


