
 
 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

Opening remarks 

to the 

MEETING ON PREPARATION OF THE 2010 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 

REGIONAL IMMUNIZATION WEEK (EMRIW) 

Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt, 1–2 October 09 

Dear Colleagues, 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the briefing and orientation session for the 

first immunization week in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. My colleagues from the 

Regional Office and I would like to express our sincere gratitude to colleagues from the 

Ministry of Health, Egypt and WHO country office for helping facilitate this session.  I also 

wish to welcome colleagues from the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), UNICEF 

regional and country offices, and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta for 

their continuous support in strengthening immunization activities in the Region.  

Dear Colleagues, 

Let me draw your attention to this important initiative of the Regional Office for the 

Eastern Mediterranean. In collaboration with UNICEF and other partners, the Regional 

Office is leading, planning and coordinating implementation of regional immunization weeks, 

which have already shown success in other WHO regions. Despite remarkable success in 

reducing mortality and morbidity due to vaccine-preventable diseases in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region, we are still faced with unacceptable and disturbing numbers of 

unvaccinated children and deaths due to vaccine-preventable diseases.  Inherent challenges in 

our region related to safety and security, as well as persistent demands on the financial, 

managerial and technical structures and capacities of our programmes have certainly 

contributed to these troubling circumstances.   

Our region is unique and diverse. It includes very low-income countries and very 

high-income countries, countries with safe and secure borders, and war torn and unstable 

environments, countries with high coverage and capacity, and areas with very limited 

opportunities for families to access health care and immunization services. It is, therefore, 

critical that we use all the tools and practices available to us to overcome these challenges 
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and that we continue to raise awareness, increase utilization of immunization services, 

mobilize resources and ensure and maintain political commitment for immunization services.  

Let us keep in mind also the call of the Global Immunization Vision and Strategy (GIVS) 

2006–2015 for Member States to improve communication and dissemination of information; 

to increase community demand for immunization; and to use a combination of approaches to 

reach everybody targeted for immunization. In this context, I am pleased to announce that the 

Regional Office is honoured and excited to join our PAHO and EURO colleagues who have 

pioneered the vaccination weeks in the Americas and European immunization weeks, 

respectively. This initiative will remind decision-makers and constituents that vaccines 

remain one of the most efficient and effective public health tools available.  

Dear Colleagues, 

The Regional Office is currently learning from Member States in regard to conduct of 

immunization weeks and engaging with them to coordinate and launch the inaugural 

immunization week in the Eastern Mediterranean Region in April 2010.  In this connection, I 

prepared a Public Service Announcement video during the Directors’ March meeting in 

Albania, which will be played for you shortly, and this briefing and orientation session is now 

being held for the EPI managers. The objective of this one and half day session is to share 

with you some of the best practices and experiences of other regions and from within our 

region. We will provide you with a strategic framework, which you may adapt to address the 

challenges and opportunities facing your immunization programmes. As always, the Regional 

Office will provide in-country technical and monitoring support and training, upon request.  

We look forward to and expect your participation in this event in April 2010. As I have 

already written to their Excellencies, the ministers of health of the Region, given our 

budgetary limitations, we ask that you include immunization week-related activities in your 

annual and long-term plans.   

Thank you. 

 


