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Mr Chairman, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It gives me great pleasure to welcome all of you to the twenty-first meeting of the Regional 

Commission for Certification of Poliomyelitis Eradication. I would like to express my gratitude 

and admiration to the members of the Commission, to the Chairpersons of the National 

Certification Committees and to the staff of the national programmes for their dedication and 

commitment to the goal of eradication of polio from the Eastern Mediterranean Region. I wish also 

to welcome representatives of our close partners, Rotary International and the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, as well as staff members of WHO headquarters, and representatives from 

the WHO Regional Offices for Africa and Europe and WHO staff in countries of the Region and 

the Regional Office.  

You will be briefed in detail about the epidemiological situation in the Region and will have 

a chance to hear in detail from Afghanistan and Pakistan, the two remaining endemic countries. I 

am sure they will inform us about the efforts being made to address the situation. We have had 

some success but the disturbed security situation which, unfortunately, is now escalating in some 

places, has been accompanied by significant population movement and displacement. This massive 

population movement, involving hundreds of thousands has had serious consequences on the 

epidemiological balance and has resulted in spread of the wild viruses to some polio-free areas. 
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The epidemiological situation in Afghanistan is linked both to ongoing war in the south 

and to the situation across the border with Pakistan. I am pleased to note the sustained 

commitment in both countries and the exemplary close and comprehensive collaboration 

between them. 

Dear Colleagues 

 AFP surveillance, which is a cornerstone not only in guiding eradication efforts but also 

for certification, continues to be of a high quality all over the Region, as noted regularly from the 

weekly polio fax, and is reaffirmed through surveillance reviews. This efficient system has also 

been very effective in early detection of importations. 

Our Region as a whole continues to remain highly vulnerable to importation of wild 

polioviruses from neighbouring countries, and also from distant countries. Egypt documented, 

through environmental monitoring, two importations, one from the southern Sudan/Ethiopia 

border and the other from India. Immediate response in the form of mop-ups, with a background 

of strong routine immunization prevented the occurrence of any cases. 

 Both northern and southern Sudan suffered from importations with a less favourable 

outcome than that of Egypt. In the north repeated introduction from Chad of both type (1) and 

type (3) wild viruses were documented and resulted in limited spread. An importation from 

Ethiopia to southern Sudan in June 2008 resulted in an epidemic claiming 24 cases in 2008 and 

40 cases so far in 2009. 

 In spite of the temporary setbacks facing the regional efforts, we continue to remain 

optimistic, based on the persistently high-level of political commitment to polio eradication in 

the Region, and the commitment and devotion of the partners and the national and international 

staff involved in polio eradication, particularly in infected countries.  

 Without taking too much of your time, let me wish you a very productive meeting and a 

pleasant stay in Cairo.     


