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Dear Colleagues, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the celebration of World Rabies Day.  

Today several partners gather together from different regions and countries. The main 

objective is to raise awareness about the impact of human and animal rabies; to help 

communities to understand the essential importance of prevention; and to reinforce 

commitment among partners to work together for the control and elimination of rabies among 

animals and humans. In the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region, several countries have been 

supporting and actively promoting World Rabies Day since the event was first established in 

2007. This support has ranged from scientific symposia, such as in Jordan and the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, to large scale television information campaigns, such as in the Syrian Arab 

Republic.  

Rabies remains a public health problem of significant importance in the majority of the 

countries of the Region. Approximately 300 human cases are reported each year, with several 

hundred thousand post-exposure treatments. The Islamic Republic of Iran faces one of the 

greatest challenges. Rabies remains endemic in the country and the number of new cases in 

humans and animals is increasing each year, with an average of 200 human cases. More than 

130 000 people receive post-exposure prophylaxis in the country each year. The majority of 

human cases are the result of dog bites.  

The figures and information we have about the rabies trends in the Islamic Republic of 

Iran, and in the Eastern Mediterranean Region in general, cast light on both the achievements 

and the way forward to guide future actions. The Islamic Republic of Iran is an outstanding 
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example of how multi-partner and multi-sector collaboration has strengthened the rabies 

prevention and control programme. Because of the impact this disease poses to humans and 

to the health system, in terms of surveillance and response capacity, national and 

international partners of the rabies programme in the Islamic Republic of Iran have worked 

together to ensure rabies is no longer confined to the sphere of interest of veterinary experts, 

but catches the attention of public health experts.  

However, the sustainability of the results achieved so far calls for the rabies programme 

to be strengthened through its different components. Countries of the Region have mainly 

addressed human rabies by increasing the coverage for post-exposure prophylaxis. However, 

it is essential to enhance the benefits of rabies transmission prevention, thus minimizing and 

containing cases of dog-bites. From this perspective, it is key to promote multi-sector efforts 

to scale up mass vaccination of dogs and other wildlife rabies carriers; and to evaluate the use 

of an oral rabies vaccine for vaccination of wildlife to reinforce control. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank all of you for attending this event and wish you a 

successful outcome.  

 


