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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to this global training course on tuberculosis 

infection control. We are pleased to host this global event and to receive colleagues from 

all six WHO regions in the world. I would like to extend my special welcome to our 

colleagues from WHO headquarters for their support to holding this important training 

event in the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean.  

Tuberculosis infection control in health care and other relevant settings has been 

largely neglected in the policy and practice of health system interventions. Recently, 

outbreaks of multidrug resistant tuberculosis (MDR TB) and extensively drug-resistant 

tuberculosis (XDR TB) have refocused global attention on infection control. 

Tuberculosis infection control consists of a combination of measures aimed at 

minimizing the risk of tuberculosis transmission. The selection of the best combination of 

control measures is based on assessment, guided by local programmatic, climatic and 

socioeconomic conditions. 

The WHO policy on tuberculosis infection control (2009) provides guidance to 

countries on what to do and how to prioritize the elements of TB infection control.  
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A literature review shows that administration of the different kinds of control in 

combination reduces transmission of tuberculosis in health care facilities. Consequently, 

all facilities, public and private, caring for patients with symptoms of tuberculosis should 

implement tuberculosis infection control measures. These should complement general 

infection control efforts and those targeting other airborne infections.  

To date, only a few countries globally and in our region have developed strategies 

to implement tuberculosis infection control interventions. Most ministries of health have 

not engaged other ministries that are responsible for infrastructure oversight, for example, 

to take the necessary steps to establish a coordinated approach to implementation of 

tuberculosis infection control. 

This global course on tuberculosis infection control is based on content from the 

WHO policy, and guided by material developed on tuberculosis infection control by the 

US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the South African Medical Research 

Council. The course aims to provide tuberculosis managers at the national or subnational 

level, regional focal points and other central-level staff responsible for planning, 

organizing, implementing and evaluating infection control activities, with specific 

knowledge and skills about prevention of tuberculosis transmission. Additionally, the 

course aims to facilitate the development of the draft national tuberculosis infection 

control action plans for the participating countries.  

Through the workshop, participants are expected to: gain technical and 

programmatic knowledge about tuberculosis infection control, and develop the necessary 

skills to conduct a health facility tuberculosis infection control assessment and to develop 

national level tuberculosis infection control action plans.  

I know you have a busy schedule. I would like here to underline that the real 

success of the course will be measured by whether you successfully start implementing 

infection control for tuberculosis as planned, or not. 

I wish you all success in the course and a pleasant stay in Cairo. 

Thank you. 


