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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to this workshop on the Global School-Based Student 

Health Survey, organized jointly with WHO headquarters, the Regional Office for Africa and the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Atlanta, USA. First, let me thank the 

Government of Tunisia and His Excellency Mr Mondher Zenaidi, Minister of Public Health for 

kindly hosting this bi-regional workshop on the Global School Health Survey. Also I would like to 

express my appreciation to you all for your participation in this capacity-building activity, which 

focuses on planning and implementing the survey, and on analysing data and reporting on the 

findings for those countries that have already implemented the survey.  

 

The aim of the Global School-Based Student Health Survey is to better understand health 

behaviour patterns among schoolchildren, with a view to establishing a database for a health 

behaviour surveillance system in your countries. The database on health behaviour will enable the 

development and implementation of sound and relevant policies and programmes that respond to 

the health needs of young people. This initiative fits into WHO’s programme of work with regard to  

strengthening health information systems in order to provide appropriate, timely and valid health 

data, and ultimately measure the impact of health promotion interventions. 
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The Global School-Based Student Health Survey provides a mechanism by which countries 

can monitor health behaviour among young people in schools by looking at selected risk factors, 

such as tobacco use, alcohol and other substance use; physical activity; nutrition, diet and eating 

habits; hygiene practices; mental health; violence and injury; sexual behaviour which leads to 

HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections; and protective factors. A clear perception of 

health risk factors is essential for young people to enable them to make healthy and informed 

decisions each day. Some countries that have started the implementation of GSHS were alarmed by 

the results and, in some cases, have refused to publish the data. Let me say once more, data is 

collected not only to inform but indeed to trigger action. And if the data is alarming then 

governments clearly need to take action to address the risk factors and improve the health of the 

young population. 

 

In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, and with the collaboration of colleagues from CDC 

and WHO headquarters, eleven countries have completed the implementation of the survey, 

including Djibouti, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, Oman, United Arab 

Emirates and Yemen. Three are ready for a second round. It is clear that this series of training 

workshops responds to a real need and to a keen interest expressed by Member States in improving 

data collection and analysis.  

 

I would like to reiterate our appreciation and sincere thanks to our CDC partners and 

headquarters colleagues who have made this training possible, through their active involvement in 

conducting the training and through their technical input and expertise. I hope that the experiences 

of countries that have implemented the survey in the Region so far will provide useful lessons. I am 

confident that during these training workshops, your active interaction with the training team and 

the exchange of views and ideas will further consolidate your technical capabilities to design and 

implement successful surveys in your respective countries, and to analyse and report on the findings 

for countries that have completed the survey. The workshop will undoubtedly contribute to laying 

the foundation of an ongoing health behaviour surveillance system for schoolchildren. 

 

I wish you all success in your endeavour and a pleasant stay in Tunisia 


