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Dear Selection Committee Members, 

 Shaping the research agenda and stimulating the generation, translation and 

dissemination of valuable knowledge is one of the core functions of the WHO. For this 

reason, communicable disease research has been included in two strategic objectives of the 

organization, namely: to reduce the health, social and economic burden of communicable 

diseases; and to combat HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. 

 In order to achieve these objectives, the research agenda of the EMRO/TDR small 

grants scheme has been developed in collaboration with the technical units in the division of 

communicable diseases. The ultimate goal is to assist the units in facing the challenges in 

disease control through operational research. The latter, which has as a prime aim the 

provision of interventions, tools and strategies that enhance programme effectiveness, 

increases the likelihood that research-derived recommendations will successfully influence 

policy and practice of local control programmes. 

This round is the seventeenth round of the small grants scheme. A total of 173 

proposals were received. The distribution of the proposals is the following: 38 in 

tuberculosis, 23 in leishmaniasis, 23 in malaria, 22 in HIV/AIDS, 2 in TB/HIV, 12 in 

hepatitis, 10 in vaccine-preventable diseases, 8 in each of schistosomiasis and sexually 

transmitted diseases, 5 in each of dengue and rabies and vector control, and the rest in 

filariasis, leprosy, avian flu, haemorrhagic fevers, and integrated disease control.  

Of the 22 countries of the Region, 16 submitted proposals in response to the call for 

applications. In addition to the four main countries that usually contribute to the majority of 

the proposals––Egypt, Islamic Republic of Iran, Pakistan and Sudan––six countries 
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contributed from 4 to 10 proposals each: Afghanistan, Morocco, Somalia, Syrian Arab 

Republic, Tunisia, Yemen, and the occupied Palestine territory and Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 

contributed 2 proposals each.  

Several meetings for preliminary screening of the proposals were held with the technical 

units in the division of communicable diseases in EMRO, during which the proposals were 

shortlisted. The preliminary screening consisted of selecting proposals highly relevant to disease 

control in that country and within the scope of the relevant technical unit. 

Dear Committee Members, 

Let me thank you for your great support to the small grants scheme. Your expert advice 

will assist us all in selecting the right proposals for funding.  

 

 


