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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear colleagues, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this important consultation meeting 

organized by WHO headquarters. I would like to thank the Government of Tunisia for 

hosting this meeting and for providing such excellent support and facilities. My thanks 

and deep appreciation are due to His Excellency Mr Mondher Zenaidi, Minister of 

Health, for his interest and support and for honouring us with his presence and 

inaugurating this meeting here today.  

I wish also to welcome and extend sincere thanks to the representatives of the 

various partner agencies, for making the effort to come and for their continued interest, 

commitment and support to immunization activities in the WHO Eastern Mediterranean 

Region. I wish specifically to acknowledge the presence of representatives of the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta; the Program for Appropriate Technology in 

Health (PATH), Immunization Basics and USAID, as well as representatives from 

industry. My thanks go also to WHO and UNICEF colleagues, as well as experts and 

field officers participating in this meeting. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

The progress made over the past three decades in the area of vaccines and 

immunization is really wonderful. The development of recombination and conjugation 
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techniques has resulted in the production of safer and more potent vaccines, such as 

vaccines against Haemophilus influenzae b, Streptococcus pneumoniae and hepatitis B, 

which are effective even in early infancy when pathogens can cause the most damage. 

We have witnessed as well the development of new technologies and techniques that 

have simplified the integration of new vaccines into national immunization programmes 

and improved access to higher quality immunization services, even for populations living 

in remote areas. Combination vaccines, for example, reduce the number of injections that 

infants must receive during the same session and the risk of unsafe injection practices, 

and have been instrumental in raising parents’ trust in and adherence to infant 

immunization in many countries.  

Moreover, thanks to recent breakthroughs in the area of genomics, molecular 

biology, chemical engineering and other important domains, immunization is becoming 

an important tool in cancer prevention as well. With the development of HepB vaccine, 

and more recently HPV vaccine against human papilloma virus, prevention of an 

important proportion of liver and cervical cancers has become a reality. Today, we are 

quite sure that this only the start and that soon, more and more diseases can be defeated.  

In this region we firmly believe that immunization is one of the most cost-effective 

health interventions. For this reason, we have invested a great deal in the field of 

immunization. We also believe that vaccine management, the cold chain and the logistics 

of vaccine supply are the backbone of the immunization programmes. Despite the 

advancements in science and technological development, storage and distribution of 

vaccines is still a problem in many parts of the world. I am pleased to note that WHO 

headquarters has organized this consultation and brought a variety of disciplines around 

one table to discuss and find solutions for problems related to logistics of vaccines. 

It is also important for me to note that a number of industry representatives in the 

fields of cold chain equipment and vaccine research are present in this consultation. 

Without their support and active participation we would not have been able to reach 

where we are today and would not be able to advance further. 
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Ladies and Gentleman,  

It is not acceptable that there are still pockets in different parts of the Region where 

infants and children are not covered by basic vaccines. There is no doubt that your 

ceaseless efforts in developing equipment and managerial systems to reach all target 

populations with potent vaccines will improve quality of life and contribute to the general 

global development. 

In this region, as I mentioned earlier, we place high value on vaccination 

programmes and emphasize vaccine management and the vaccine cold chain. I am 

pleased to tell you that out of a total of four countries whose national vaccine stores have 

been certified by WHO and UNICEF teams using a single standard assessment tool, three 

are in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. I am doubly pleased to see that representatives 

of these three countries, Afghanistan, Oman and Sudan, are here with us. It should be 

particularly noted that two of these certified national vaccine stores are in challenging 

countries. This is really an achievement to be proud of. I also understand that there are a 

number of other countries in this region working hard to reach a high standard of 

performance and that their national vaccine stores are ready to be certified. Among them 

is Lebanon; again, a challenging country. 

Ladies and Gentleman,  

Before ending, I would like once more to thank the Ministry of Health of Tunisia 

for hosting this consultation, and in particular His Excellency Mr Mondher Zenaidi, 

Minister of Health for taking the time to be with us and to honour us with his inaugural 

speech. This is proof that Tunisia is also placing high priority on immunization. Sir, on 

behalf of WHO and all participants I would like to thank you very much. 

I hope you all find time, in spite of this heavy agenda, to see a fraction of the beauty 

of Tunisia and to enjoy the traditional hospitality of the Tunisians. I am sure you will 

have a fruitful deliberation during this three-day consultation and I wish you a happy stay 

in Tunis and a safe journey back home.  

Thank you. 

 


