
 
 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

Opening remarks 

to the 

NATIONAL CANCER CONTROL PLAN WORKSHOP 

Amman, Jordan, 28–29 September 2008 

Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

First and foremost, let me thank you for giving me the opportunity to participate in 

this important meeting, given my strong personal and professional commitment to cancer 

control programmes. I would like to congratulate you for focusing on cancer control, one 

of the most pressing health issues in our Region. We all have been touched by cancer, 

whether personally or through relatives, friends or neighbours.  

Cancer is an increasing problem in the Eastern Mediterranean Region and ranks as 

the fourth leading cause of death in the Region. While the incidence of cancer in the 

Region is still well below that in the industrialized countries, the Region is expected to 

experience the highest increase among all WHO regions in the coming two decades. 

According to the latest evidence, 40% of cancers could be prevented (bladder and lung 

cancer), and another 40% could be cured, with improved early detection (breast, oral and 

colon cancer).  

The increasing trend can be attributed to many factors: population aging and 

exposure to risk factors including smoking, unhealthy diet and physical inactivity, 

environmental pollution, and industrial and agricultural carcinogens.  

In response to this challenge WHO’s calling on all countries to develop cancer 

control plans, as the best means of reducing the incidence and impact of cancer. This 

involves a comprehensive, planned approach that will identify and implement priorities 
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for action, from cancer prevention activities through treatment, rehabilitation and 

palliative care, to research. 

A regional cancer control strategy has been developed in response to the increasing 

burden of cancer in the Region and the need for coordinated action in this regard. Two 

technical consultations were held to finalize the strategy, and it will be launched in a 

meeting planned from 15 to 18 December 2008.  

The strategy will provide guidance and direction for Member States to develop 

comprehensive and integrated cancer control plans. All Member States will participate in 

the December meeting along with other international partners, and will develop their 

national cancer control plans and discuss key areas in cancer control (prevention, early 

detection, cancer treatment and palliative care) and mechanisms for implementation.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The regional cancer control strategy indicates our commitment to collaboration with 

all concerned parties and to supporting WHO’s Member States in the fight against cancer 

through awareness-raising, advocacy, coordination with national and international 

agencies, resource mobilization, training, research, identification and promotion of 

evidence-based cost-effective interventions, and development of national capacities. 

The growing concern about cancer is also reflected in the public domain by the 

activities of the many cancer-related organizations in the Region. The commitment of the 

nongovernment sector to this objective is reflected in the formation of the Alliance of 

nongovernmental organizations against cancer which was created under the Patronage of 

Her Excellency Princess Lalla Salma in November 2007. The Regional Office plays the 

leadership role in the Alliance, which is open to nongovernmental organizations working 

against cancer in the Region as well as to distinguished individuals in this field. The goal 

of the Alliance is to provide support to the countries of the Region through the Regional 

Office in the areas of cancer prevention, control, research and registry.  
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To conclude, 

I would like to congratulate you on taking the right steps in national cancer control 

planning and would like to assure you that we are fully committed to continue supporting 

efforts in cancer prevention and control. This will make a real difference for our people 

and for cancer patients in the Region. 

We look forward to working together towards a common goal in the fight against 

cancer.  

  Thank you.  

 


