
 
 
 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 
 

Opening remarks 
to the 

SECOND MEETING ON POOLED VACCINE PROCUREMENT IN 
MAGHREBIAN COUNTRIES 

Tunis, Tunisia, 9–11 July 2008 
 

Dear Colleagues,  

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the second meeting on pooled vaccine 

procurement in the Maghrebian countries, being held here today in Tunis. I wish to 

extend my special welcome to the country teams participating in this milestone meeting 

at relatively short notice. It is also my privilege to welcome our colleagues from WHO 

headquarters, UNICEF Supply Division, Regional Office for Middle East and North 

Africa and from country offices. I also wish to extend special thanks to the Ministry of 

Health, Tunisia, on behalf of the WHO Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean, 

for hosting this meeting.  

Dear Colleagues, 

It was in December last year in the first meeting on pooled vaccine procurement in 

the Maghrebian countries, also held in Tunisia, that we discussed together the idea of 

pooled procurement of quality vaccines, at competitive prices. Please accept my sincere 

congratulations for the seriousness you devoted to the issue and the efforts you made. As 

a result, the Governments of Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia, recognizing the significance 

of the subject, gave their go ahead to proceed and here we are again, less than six months 

later, to agree on a mechanism for pooled vaccine procurement.  
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Dear Colleagues,  

Immunization has long been known to be one of the most cost-effective health 

investments. As you all must be aware, the concerned UN technical agencies, namely 

WHO and UNICEF, in collaboration with the countries, are placing more and more 

emphasis on strongly performing immunization programmes as one of the means to reach 

the Millennium Development Goals. For this purpose, WHO and UNICEF have jointly 

developed the Global Immunization Vision and Strategy, also known as GIVS, for 2006-

2015. Two of the four main strategic areas of GIVS pertain to introduction of new 

vaccines and immunizing in the context of global interdependence. You already well 

know that in order to implement these strategic areas, the immunization programme in 

countries cannot be limited to traditional vaccines; new and underused vaccines must be 

introduced and their use expanded beyond infancy. Although the new and underused 

vaccines have great potential to bring down the related disease burden, nevertheless they 

are considerably more expensive as compared to the traditional vaccines. It is therefore 

natural that countries introducing these vaccines would like to be sure that they are of 

assured quality as well as available at competitive prices. Pooled vaccine procurement, 

such as that practised by UNICEF, the Gulf Cooperation Council member countries and 

the Pan American Health Organization, has been demonstrated to be a successful model 

in this regard and a model that indeed obtains competitive prices.  

I am very glad to note that the three Maghrebian countries, Algeria, Morocco and 

Tunisia, have expressed their interest in joining hands and procuring vaccines through a 

pool. I hope the other Maghrebian countries will also join them in order to benefit their 

immunization programme and ultimately their people.  

In this regard, I am really thankful to their excellencies, the Ministers of Health of 

Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia, for discussing the issue of pooled vaccine procurement 

during the side meeting held at the 61st World Health Assembly, and for expressing their 

desire to move towards this at the earliest opportunity. I am particularly thankful to His 

Excellency the Minister of Health of Tunisia, who not only offered to host this meeting in 

Tunisia but also agreed to coordinate the process of pooled vaccine procurement through 

the Ministry of Health Tunisia.  
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Dear Colleagues,  

I am sure that you will have undertaken extensive consultations at country level in 

preparation for this meeting and urge you to discuss all the relevant details with all the 

participants so that the mechanism proposed for pooled procurement is as robust as 

possible. WHO and UNICEF will work closely with you during this meeting and will 

provide you all possible technical assistance.  

I wish you a very successful outcome.  


