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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentleman, 

I would like to welcome you here today to the premises of the Iranian Blood 

Transfusion Organization (IBTO), a pilot organization for blood transfusion services. We 

are here to supports the countries of the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region in many 

ways, among them, soon, fractionation of plasma components. 

The implementation and enforcement of good manufacturing practices in blood and 

plasma collection establishments in countries of the Region is considered a priority, as a 

tool to minimize the risk of transmitting currently known and emerging blood-borne 

diseases and to rationalize the number of blood collection establishments. 

In order to respond to these needs, this regional workshop on good manufacturing 

practices (GMP) for blood and plasma collection establishments, including training of 

inspectors in the national regulatory authorities has been organized, and we are all here 

today with regional national regulatory authority focal points, directors of blood 

transfusion services and quality assurance officers, in order to emphasize to all the 
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importance of GMP, especially when relating to producing, importing or counter-

fractionation of plasma derivatives. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The main objectives of the workshop are to strengthen and upgrade the technical 

expertise and information of medicines regulatory authorities and national blood 

programmes on GMP; to assure the quality and safety of blood components, including 

plasma for fractionation; to promote a common GMP guideline in blood and plasma 

collection establishments that will assist regulatory authorities with operational 

inspectorates to enforce appropriate international GMP standards in the Region; and to 

promote close collaborative links between medicine and biological regulatory authorities 

within the Region, supporting regulatory capacity-building activities in the area of blood 

products. 

We are indebted to the Ministry of Health and Medical Education, Islamic Republic 

of Iran for hosting this event, as well as to the Iranian Blood Transfusion Organization 

which has participated in the course previously at the Paul-Erlich Institute in Germany 

and will facilitate the hands-on training programme for our participants, in four separate 

laboratories. 

I would also like to thank our headquarters colleagues and our facilitators, who 

have made the long journey to support us. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I wish you a successful workshop, and look forward to the plans of action, based on 

the workshop’s results. I also wish you a beautiful stay in Tehran, the glorious capital of 

Iran, with its art, culture and beauty. 

Thank you 
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