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Dear Colleagues, 

I am very pleased to note that the WHO Regional Office for Eastern Mediterranean 

in collaboration with UNICEF is organizing this meeting, with the ultimate aim of 

eliminating maternal and neonatal tetanus. It is also heartening to note that those 

countries in the Region which  require boosting of their efforts for elimination of 

maternal and neonatal tetanus, namely Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, Somalia, Sudan and 

Yemen, are participating in this meeting.  

I take this opportunity to welcome the country delegates and colleagues from WHO, 

UNICEF and other partner agencies from country offices, regional offices and 

headquarter participating in this meeting. I am especially thankful to the colleagues from 

UNICEF headquarters who are working with the Regional Office staff in facilitating this 

meeting. 

Dear Colleagues, 

Maternal and neonatal tetanus has been eliminated in all the industrialized 

countries. It has been eliminated in almost 16 out of 22 countries in the WHO Eastern 

Mediterranean Region. The revised target for elimination was 2007, and I am sure you 

will agree with me that we must now join hands to eliminate maternal and neonatal 

tetanus from the other 6 countries as soon as possible. 
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Dear colleagues, 

I would like to emphasize here that achievement of the goal of maternal and 

neonatal tetanus elimination does not complete the task. This achievement has to be 

maintained in the coming years; only then can we consider ourselves successful. 

As you know, there are two main recommended strategies for achieving and 

maintaining elimination of maternal and neonatal tetanus. One pertains to ensuring clean 

delivery, while the other––the key one––is to maintain high levels of immunity against  

Clostridium tetani.  This meeting is aimed at devising ways and means in improving 

immunization coverage of women of childbearing age with tetanus toxid injections, and  

therefore the participants are technical colleagues directly concerned with the 

immunization programme. However, it is important to realize that, in order to have 

maximum beneficial effect on public health, immunization programmes have to work in 

close collaboration with other programmes with similar objectives. This is clearly 

elaborated in the WHO-UNICEF Global Immunization Vision and Strategies 2006–2015, 

commonly known as GIVS. Therefore, it is essential for you to work with your 

colleagues in other relevant departments, particularly those in maternal and child health, 

and I am sure you will pay close attention to fostering this collaboration when you return 

to your countries. 

Dear colleagues, 

You have a great responsibility at the country level to improve the immunization 

programmes. By playing your part in reducing the burden of morbidity and mortality due 

to vaccine-preventable diseases you contribute directly to lessening the suffering of 

people in your countries. By achieving and maintaining high TT2 coverage in pregnant 

women, in particular, and in women of childbearing age in general, you can greatly 

contribute towards the reduction of maternal and neonatal mortality, and ultimately 

elimination of maternal and neonatal tetanus.  

I am very hopeful that you will make the most of participating in this important 

technical meeting and will formulate your own action-oriented country plans, in 

accordance with your country situations, to achieve elimination as soon as possible. This 
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will certainly require tetanus toxoid supplementary immunization activities in high-risk 

districts, as well as continuous efforts to raise, and immunization coverage sustain it at 

high level. I am confident that, with your past experience of conducting such activities 

with great success, you will be able to undertake any planned tetanus toxoid 

supplementary immunization activities with success too. 

As always, WHO and UNICEF, along with other partners, are with you and will 

provide you with maximum possible support to reach the maternal and neonatal tetanus 

elimination goal. 

I wish you all a very successful outcome of the meeting. 

 


