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Dear Participants, Facilitators, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the workshop on 

science and health journalism for science journalists and health information 

specialists. Science and health journalism is the key to unlocking the 

growing treasure of scientific knowledge and the means through which 

emerging knowledge and concepts can be conveyed to society at large.  

 

One of the key recommendations from the WHO’s Ministerial 

Summit on Health Research in 2004 was to translate knowledge into action 

to improve health. This resolution was endorsed by the 58th World Health 

Assembly in 2005, and as a result WHO has initiated several activities all 

over the world for promoting evidence-informed policy. In a joint 

communiqué issued last month by the Tehran Ministerial Preparatory 
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Meeting for the 2008 Global Ministerial Forum on Research for Health, co-

organized by EMRO/WHO, it was recognized that “research is global 

endeavour based on unimpeded and facilitated sharing of knowledge, 

information and related technologies…”. But the biggest challenge remains 

how to timely communicate newly emerging knowledge to the public at 

large. Only an expert science journalist can keep the general public abreast 

of the new advancements in science and technology and equip people with 

the knowledge to fight against physical, environmental and social ills with 

confidence. 

 

Bridging the gap between research and practice is a complex process, 

comprising elements as varied as the multitude of health and social problems 

facing humankind. Recently, the Regional Office has undertaken an 

initiative to explore demand for health research by national policy-makers 

and to develop mechanisms for improving the process of translating 

knowledge into policy. Journalists, and particularly science journalists, 

investigate a variety of different sources of health information to promote 

new ideas or therapies and could play a valuable third party role in 

conveying research results to policy-makers and the public.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Scientists and journalists have different work methodologies, but a 

bridge between the two groups can be created through open discussions to 

encourage more innovation in the field of science writing and journalism. 

The Regional Office has organized this workshop to strengthen the technical 
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skills needed by the participants from countries of the Region to cover 

science and health related issues and the use of research findings. 

 

I cannot over-emphasize the importance of the role the media can play 

in educating the public about health issues and in undertaking the 

responsibility to report accurate health and science information to the public. 

Unfortunately, the public health community and policy-makers often do not 

appreciate the importance and power of the media in shaping the health of 

the public, particularly in the developing world. As well, media outlets or 

organizations do not see themselves as a part of, or contributing to, the 

public health system. Yet despite this situation, people must make health 

decisions: patients about their selections among health care plans, providers 

and courses of treatment; providers about their responsibilities as 

professionals in a shifting environment; employers about the extent and the 

types of health care insurance to buy or subsidize for employees; managers 

of health care organizations and insurers about their strategies for survival 

and success; and public officials about how to manage and adjust 

government health care programmes in the midst of change. 

 

We all are aware that the state of health journalism in developing 

countries, including the countries of our Region, is poor. Its development 

has been impeded by lack of resources, low priority given to health coverage 

by media outlets, lack of quality training for media professionals, and 

limited access to reliable information, among other obstacles. Science 

certainly does not fare well when we talk of reader interest, but it is also true 

that we need to work in the direction of making science interesting. I assure 

you that a scientist or health journalist can play a key role in all media 
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departments and programmes. This is because science and health influence 

society, affect our everyday lives, rouse emotions, and have an impact on all 

other spheres including politics, economy, culture, religion and sports. 

Besides, public interest in science and health topics is soaring – and at the 

same time, more and more journalistic publications are addressing the 

subject. I hope the presentations, active interaction and findings of this 

workshop will equip and encourage you as journalists and other information 

specialists to engage more in communicating relevant scientific and health 

research findings to your audience.  

 

Thank you 
 


