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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am very pleased to welcome all of you to the Eleventh Intercountry Meeting of 

Directors of Poliovirus Laboratories in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. I take this 

opportunity to express my deep appreciation for the commendable work and significant 

efforts of all the national staff serving in the Eastern Mediterranean Regional Polio 

Laboratory Network, and to extend my warm welcome to the national responsible officers for 

polio laboratories in the Region. I wish also to thank the polio partners and collaborators for 

their continued contribution and re-affirmed commitment towards achieving the goal of polio 

eradication and I would like to welcome representatives of the US Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, the National Institute for Public Health and Environment of the 

Netherlands (RIVM), the National Institute for Biological Standards and Control, UK, Kenya 

Medical Research Institute (KEMRI), the WHO Regional Office for Africa, and WHO 

headquarters.  
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Dear Colleagues,  

Good progress has been made in the Region towards polio eradication. In 2006, 107 

confirmed polio cases were reported, which is the lowest ever number of polio cases reported 

in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. The situation in the remaining polio-endemic countries 

of the Region has continued to improve in 2007 and the outbreak due to virus importation in 

Somalia has been contained, with no cases reported since the end of March 2007. We have 

however, remained vigilant about possible importation. Such vigilance was recently validated 

by the detection of a case in south Darfur due to a wild virus genetically similar to one 

circulating in neighbouring Chad. 

Dear Colleagues 

The polio laboratories network has always been at the forefront of support for the needs 

of the polio eradication programme at different stages. With the decrease in polio 

transmission and cases in endemic countries and the continued risk of importation in polio-

free countries, vigilance and readiness to detect any circulating poliovirus in a timely manner 

becomes very critical. Indeed, our experience in the Region shows the excellent support 

provided through national, regional and global polio laboratories, which have always reacted 

to the urgent calls and emergencies and provided good quality results in a timely manner. One 

of the many developments in this regard is the new cell culture and intratypic testing 

algorithm, aimed at decreasing the reporting time of final virological investigation results. I 

am pleased to note that this new testing algorithm has successfully been implemented in all 

polio network laboratories of the Region and that we are already witnessing a considerable 

decrease in reporting time of virological investigation results. I also highly commend the 

performance of nucleotide sequencing laboratories which are producing results very quickly, 

with great efficiency and accuracy.  This has given a significant boost to surveillance efforts 

and will facilitate rapid response to viral isolation. 

Dear Colleagues, 

It is critical that this high standard of quality assurance is maintained in all the network 

laboratories of the Region. I am aware that the quality of laboratory performance is being 

continually monitored in each laboratory of the Region. In this regard, I wish to call on all the 
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network laboratories to pay critical attention to the maintenance of quality assurance and to 

conduct frequent analysis of the data presented to evaluate the routine daily performance.    

During this meeting you will have ample chance to further discuss the new testing 

algorithm and quality assurance issues. Keeping pace with new developments in laboratory 

testing and programmatic needs, the computerized laboratory data system (LABIFA) has been 

revised and you will be introduced to this on the last day of the meeting.  

Dear Colleagues,  

I am aware of several situations where the polio laboratory network has extended 

support to other communicable disease control programmes and feel that we should further 

develop and strengthen this relation and ensure that the skills and the infrastructure developed 

by the polio laboratory network are utilized to the maximum possible extent in support of 

public health programmes in countries of the Region. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank you all for your commitment to polio eradication 

and for ensuring an eventual polio-free world.  

I wish you a productive meeting and a pleasant stay in Cairo. 


