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Dear Colleagues, Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you all to the second consultation on PulseNet 

Middle East for the countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region. I would like to thank all 

partners including WHO headquarters and the WHO office in Lyon, the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention in Atlanta, the College of Human Services at San Diego State 

University and the U.S. Naval Medical Research Unit No. 3 (NAMRU-3) in Cairo. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Food-borne bacterial infections still remain a source of concern for ministries of health 

in countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region, who are seeking WHO’s technical support. 

It is high time for us all to take appropriate measures to address this important issue. 

 

Throughout the past decade, international trade in food has increased significantly. 

Foods produced and processed in one part of the world are often consumed and cause disease 

in countries in other parts of the world. Such a situation calls for strong vigilance towards 

food-borne diseases. Countries of the Region are willing to learn from successful experiences 

in managing food-borne bacterial infections from the Region and elsewhere. PulseNet USA is 

the American molecular surveillance network for foodborne bacterial infections. Since its 

inception in 1996, it has been instrumental in identifying and investigating numerous food-

borne outbreaks caused by Salmonella, E. coli, Shigella, Lysteria and Campylobacter in the 
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United States of America. Similar networks have, since 2002, been established in Canada, 

Europe, Latin America and in the Asian Pacific region under the umbrella of PulseNet 

International. 

 

During the first PulseNet consultation, hosted by the Regional Office in Cairo in 

December last year with the participation of eight countries of the Region, country 

representatives unanimously recommended the establishment of a PulseNet Middle East 

network.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 It is my privilege today to inaugurate the second consultation on PulseNet Middle 

East, with representatives from all 22 countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region 

participating. I wish you every success in your endeavour and look forward to your 

recommendations. I can assure you that the Regional Office will make available all technical 

assistance necessary for this initiative, including training on food laboratory activities. I wish 

you a pleasant stay in this historical city of Cairo. 

 
  
 
 
 


