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Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you today in this regional workshop on patient 

monitoring for HIV care and antiretroviral treatment. I would like to thank His 

Excellency Dr Abdulkarim Rasa’a, Minister of Public Health and Population of Yemen, 

and his team for their cooperation and hospitality. I would like also to welcome our 

colleagues from WHO headquarters who will share global knowledge and experience 

with us. 

There is an increasing commitment, worldwide and in our Region, to improve access 

to HIV treatment, care and prevention services to save and improve the lives of those 

infected and affected by the disease and to reduce HIV transmission. In this context, the 

ability of countries to provide and sustain lifelong HIV care and ART is critical. This 

requires an effective patient monitoring system integrated with care, prevention and 

treatment at the health facility.  

First, an accurate patient monitoring system is essential to ensure the quality of care 

and follow-up of the patients through lifelong record-keeping of individual information. 

Moreover, the patient monitoring system should feed information into the system for 
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national monitoring of indicators for progress, strengths and weaknesses of HIV 

treatment and care programmes.   

To be effective, the patient monitoring system needs consistency and standardization 

to ensure that the same information is reported across all health facilities and over time. It 

is also important for the system to consider the information needs required at the different 

levels; from the facilities for patient management, to the national level for programme  

monitoring, up to the international indicators for early global warning of the success 

of ART and of the risk of development of HIV drug resistance.   

The system should remain flexible enough to be revised according to programme 

experiences and to reflect new developments in the provision of HIV treatment and care, 

such as the growing integration and collaboration with tuberculosis and antenatal care 

services and with prevention services. 

As the backbone of clinical care, treatment and prevention, a functional patient 

monitoring system is key to informed decision-making for efficient HIV treatment and 

care programmes in your countries.  

I wish you all a successful and beneficial workshop, and I hope to see its impact in 

your countries in the near future, through an increasing number of persons who will 

access and benefit from care and treatment. 

Thank you. 


