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Dear Colleagues,  

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this long awaited meeting of the Technical 

Advisory Group on Poliomyelitis Eradication in Pakistan and Afghanistan. I would like to express 

my gratitude to the Government of Pakistan for hosting this meeting, and to all of you for taking 

the time from your busy schedules to attend the meeting, and for your continued guidance in the 

fight against poliomyelitis. 

I wish also to take this opportunity to commend the commitment and the significant efforts 

of the national authorities in both Pakistan and Afghanistan, and to thank the polio partners for 

their continued contributions and re-affirmed commitment to polio eradication efforts, not only in 

Pakistan and Afghanistan, but all over the world as reflected in the recent stakeholders’ meeting in 

Geneva. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

I hope you have been kept well informed of the epidemiological situation with regard to 

occurrence of poliomyelitis cases in Pakistan and Afghanistan through the weekly updates from 

both programmes and from the Polio fax. You will have a chance here to review the 

epidemiological situation in both countries.  

We have always viewed the two countries as one epidemiological unit and believed that 

joint efforts are essential to overcome the challenges of ongoing viral transmission. I wish to 

commend and encourage the continuing efforts of all concerned to ensure parallel, coordinated 

action, including synchronization of supplementary immunization activities and closely 

coordinated surveillance and exchange of information. This combined TAG is one of those efforts. 

I wish also to commend the decisions made by both countries to further strengthen ongoing cross-

border coordination in the fight against poliomyelitis. As a reflection of this commitment, the 

Ministers of Health of the two countries have jointly inaugurated supplementary immunization 

activities in neighbouring border areas and have agreed to further strengthen immunization 

activities at crossing points between the two countries. I hope that these efforts and your 

recommendations will bring control efforts to the level necessary to stop circulation. 

Dear Colleagues, 

In Pakistan, the strategic measures adopted by the polio eradication programme, 

particularly in the past 3 years have led to substantial improvements in the quality of 

supplementary immunization activities––in particular the measures with regard to ensuring 

engagement of all political and administrative levels, and those focusing on the identification of 

high-risk areas and populations, and intensified support to these areas. The impact of these efforts 

on the immunization status of children is beyond any doubt, and there has also been significant 

decrease in the genotypes of the circulating viruses.  

We have, however, met a new problem, which started in 2006 and which has caused great 

concern to the national authorities. This is namely the resurgence of poliovirus type 3, which 

caused 20 cases in 2006 after nearly one year of absence from Pakistan.  



 3

Dear Colleagues, 

Those of you who have followed the development of the eradication efforts in Afghanistan 

will recall the excellent efforts of the programme which brought us, more than once, very close to 

success, the last time in 2004. Unfortunately, unforeseen and unpredictable political developments 

have interfered significantly with the final stages of eradication and have resulted in the delay in 

achieving the target. The precarious security situation has been the major impediment to the 

progress of polio eradication in the southern region of Afghanistan. Active conflict affecting 

various and widespread areas in the south, and the prevailing atmosphere of fear, suspicion and 

intimidation are affecting access to children. I wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge the 

efforts made by the national authorities with different national and international security agencies 

in negotiating days of tranquillity, in order to allow safe space for immunization campaigns and an 

enabling working environment for all those involved in polio eradication activities. I wish also to 

acknowledge the various approaches adopted by the programme to address the different constraints 

facing the programme and to make use of every opportunity to vaccinate children against polio. 

The success of the programme in keeping the poliovirus confined to the areas of active conflict and 

preventing its spread anywhere else in Afghanistan is a great achievement. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank you once again for your commitment and wish you a 

successful and fruitful consultation. I look forward to your views and recommendations. 

It remains for me to wish you an enjoyable stay in Islamabad.  

 


