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The Director-General has the honour to inform the Executive Board 

that the United Nations Commission on Human Rights during its discussion 

of the Braft Covenant of Human Rights asked the Wocld Health Organisation 

f“r an advisory opinion on the .following text proposed for article 7： 

•Tio-one shall fee subjected to any form of physical mutilation 
or medical or scientific experimentation against his will." 

The article is of direct concern to doctors and nurses and the 

Director-General undertook to consult with the appropriate non-governmental 

organizations in official relationship with the Organization, the World 

Medical Association and the International Council of Nurses, on this matter. 

The World Medical j-issociafcion has proposed a modification of the draft, 

article along the following linesi 

"No-one shall be subjected without his free consent either to 
medical or scientific experimentation or to physicial 
mutilation except, in his own interests, in case of emergency 
and when unconscious." 

The fforld Medical Association indicates that its reasons for proposing 

this modification of the text are as follows î 

"(1) It seems to us that the expression 'without his free 
consent' is more explicit and imperative than

 1

 against 
his will

1

. This wording excludes all outside pressure 
and expresses more strongly the idea of individual 
freedom. 

"(2) In the interest of saving a number of human lives, we 
believe it indispensable to authorize a surgeon to do that 
which is necessary in the interest of the life of a person 
wh^se consent he cannot obtain because the wounded or ill 
'person is in coma er under an anaesthetic. For example s 
the wounded person may be in coma, relatives or the legal 
guardian may be absent, and a trephining or an amputation 
may be uigent. Likewise, a person may have consented to 
some intervention, but in the course of an operation, a 
tumeur is discovered, and removal of the organ is plainly 
indicated - that is 'mutilation'. 



"But, with the original text, a patient whose life has been 
saved would have the right to prosecute the surgeon for 
•physical mutilation against his will

1

. 

"It may be readily seen》 therefore, that undesirable results 
might ensue from the strict application of the original text." 

The International Council of Nurses is prepared to give support to 

the article as drafted belowj 

» 

' f «Noi.Qnâj shallJbe subjected against his will to physical 
mutilation or medical or scientific experiment not required 
by his state of health both physical and mental". 

The International Council of Nurses gives the following reasons for 

proposing the modification» 

1. All Member Associations have expressed a sense of deep responsibility 

in undertaking to submit vie油-.；卯 a matter of such significance. 

、V 
2. Certain Member Associations have noted that the development of 

medical science, aid of nursing techniques and practice which must 

keep pace with such development> is a continuous process. 
‘ * 

Regulations and limitations incorporated into the article itself 

might, if too detailed, impede rather than stimulate progress, and 

such a result is to be deprecated and should be avoided. 

3» Áll Member Associations have expressed a consciousness of the 

difficulty in drafting an article to protect Human Rights sufficiently 

comprehensive to cover the needs of communities which are in varying 

stages of social development. For example -
a

*
 1 1 1

 countries where plague, cholera and smallpox are still 

epidemic, and where, on account of social illiteracy, voluntary 

consent to protective methods is unobtainable, it is essential 

that consideration for the safety of the community should take 

precedence over individual rights. For the above reasons 

certain Member Associations recommend that compulsoiy vaccination 

and inoculation be enforced. ； 

b

' ^
 t h e

 case of dangerous sexual offenders, where detention and 

punishment have failed as deterrents, and where such persons are 

• ^
l o w e d t 0 l i v e

 freely in the community, it is recommended that+ 

sterilization or castration be enforced. 

• All Member Associations are aware that in the consideration of Ншап 

Rights, protection of the health of the community is as essential as 

protection of the health of the individual. Member Associations 

recall, however, with misgiving that in certain countries measures 



takeü ostensibly for the proteotioncof the community have given 

rise to abuses which have proved a travesty rather than a 

protection of the rights of the individual. Therefore in any 

attempt to re-draft the article in question, there must be no 

possibility for such a misinterpretation of the provisions to 

I which this article will give sanction. 

Having regard to the foregoing observations, which the President 

and Officers of the International Council of Nurses feel are worthy of 

bringing to your notice, I аш n w instructed to state that a "majority" 

view has been expressed by our Member Associations, and that this view 

supports in principle the amendment to article 6 made at the fifth 

session of the commission by the representative of FraBce, with the 

additional words ^both^
S
3,ca3. and ncnv.al" inserted after "his state of 

health". 

If the Executive Board has nc comments to make on this report, it 

may wish to adopt a resolution on the following linesí 

The Executive Board 

NOTES with satisfaction the drafts proposed by the World Medical 

Association and the International Council of Nurses； 

REQUESTS the Director-General 

(1) To communicate to the World edical Association and the 

International Council of Nurses the appreciation of the World 

Health organizations for their advice on this subject. 

( 2 ) T

°
 b r i n g t h e s e d r a f t s t 0

 the notice of the C o咖 i
S S Í O n

 on Human 

Rights through the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 


