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OTHER BUSINESS: item 15 of the Agenda 

(a) Use of Arabic as a working language in the Regional Office for the 
Eastern J1editerranean . 

Dr. EL BITASH (United Arab Republic), after having thanked the Regional 

Director for the doculTEnts produced in Arabic for the meetings of the Sub

Committee, proposed that the Sub-Committee should recommend that Arabic should 

be made an official ani working language of the Regional Office for the Eastern 

J1editerranean. He would be pleased to have some indications from the 

Regional Director as to the financial implications. He realized that 

adoption of his proposal would entail increased expenditure but was sure that 

the Arab States would be willing to contribute. 

Mr. ATEEQI (Kuwait) seconded the proposal of the representative of the 

United Arab Republic. He had made a suggestion on that matter at Sub-Conmittee 

A of the Tenth Session of the Regional Committee in Tunis. 

Dr. BISHTY (Libya) and Dr. SHI\.HEEN (Iraq) also supported the proposal. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that as far as he personally is concerned, he 

would be glad to facilitate in any way possible the implementation of the 

proposal since experience had shown that, although Arabic was not an official 

language in the Regional Office, it was frequently necessar,r for practical 

purposes, to use it in correspondence with some of the Member States of the 

Region. Furthermore, he thought personally that the step would in principle, 

appear to be justified since there were so many Arabic countries in the rteg1.on 

and it would facilitate the work of the Regional Office. There were, however, 

certain technical and financial implications needing careful study. He 

regretted that the Director-General was not present at the meeting to give 

his views on the proposal, which would be of concern to him since it would 

involve questions of WHO policy in general and also SOITE incresed expenditure. He 

suggested that the Sub-Connnittee should ask him to study the proposal and make 

a full report to its next session. A step similar to the one now proposed 

had already been taken by the Organization when silimar questions had been 

raised in other regions. Naturally if the Sub-Committee preferred to pass 

a resolution at its present session recommending the adoption of Arabic as a 

working language he would submit it to the Director-General with his own 

recommendations. 

Dr. EL BITASH (United Arab Republic) thought it would be preferable for 

the Sub-Committee to pass a resolution at the present session. 



EM/RCllA/Min.5r 
page 5 

Mr.ATEEQI (Kuwait) preferred to follow the procedure suggested by the 

Regional Director. 

The CHAIRMAN, speaking as the Representative of Lebanon, said that he was 

glad the proposal to recommend the adoption of Arabic as a working language for 

the Regional Office had been made. The Regioml Director had already said 

that he w-as willing to study the mtter and make a report on the question. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that the proposal of the Sub-Committee would 

have to go before the Executive Board and eventually before the Health 

Assembly. It was therefore essential that adequate documentation should be 

prepared before the subject could receive attention. In his opinion, it 

would be more advisable if th~ Sub-Committee presented its recommendation in the 

form of a resolution requesting him to make the required study t!nd report to the 

Regionc.l Committee at its next session. 

The CHAIRMAN read out the following draft resolution: 

The Sub-Committee, 

REQUESTS the Regional Director to study the question of using the Arabic 

language as an official and working language of the Regional Office for the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region; 

REQUESTS the Regional Director to study the matter and report to the 

Regional Committee at its next session. 

He suggested that the Sub-Committee might approve the substance of the 

draft resolution and the actual wording could be amended if necessary. 

It was so agreed. 

(b) Subject for technical discussions at Sub-Committee A of the Thirteenth 
Session of the Regional Committee 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that the subject for the technical discussions 

in 1963 - hospital adl)linistration - had already been decided upon in the Sub

DiviSion on Programme. 

(c) resentative of the Sub-Committee (Rule 47 of the Rules 

The REGIONAL DIRECTCR read Rule 47 of the Rules of Procedure for Sub

Committee A Which stipulated that a person designated Qr each Sub-Committee 

should meet together .. "ith the Regional Director in order to harmonize as far 

as necessary the decisions of the Sub-Committees and present a final report. 
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It was therefore necessary 1:or the Sub-Committee to appoint a member to 

perform that task. Dr. Panos, the representative of Cyprus, had been 

appointed qy Sub-Committee B. 

Dr. EL BITASH(United Arab Republj.c) proposed the Chairman of the 

present session, Dr. Anouti of Lebenon. 

Dr. BISHTY (Liqya) seconded the proposal. 

DeCision: the proposal was adopted. 

(d) Place of Sub-Committee i~ of the fourteenth session of the Regional 
Committee 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that invitations had been received from the 

Governments of Pakistan, Kuwait am Ethiopia to hold one of the forthCOming 

sessions of the Sub-Committee in their countries. The places of meeting for 

1962 and 1963 had already been decided upon. Did the Sub-Committee wish to 

take at its present session a decision regarding the 1964 session? The matter 

was not urgent am could be left over until the Twelfth Session if so desired. 

Mr. ATEEQI (Kuwait) reiterated the invitation of his Governrent to hold 

Sub-Committee A of the fourteenth session of the Regional Committee in 1964 

in Kuwait. He would appreciate a decision being taken at the present session. 

He believed that the Government of Pakistan was prepared to withdraw its 

invitation as far as the 1964 session was concerned. 

Lt.Colonel KHAN (Pakistan) confirmed that Pakistan would withdraw its 

invitation in favour of Kuwait. 

Mr. BORROU (Ethiopia) said that his Government nnintained its invitation 

for 1964. 

Dr. BISHTY (Liqya) proposed that since-two invitations had been received 

decision should be postponed until the Sub-Committee I S Twelfth Session. 

Mr. 1I.TEEQI (Kuwait) thought that it should be possible to take a 

decision at the present session without much discussion. 

Dr. EL BITASH (United Arab Republic) thought that the representatives of 

Ethiopia am Kuwait could meet together and come to some agreement. 

The CHATIU1AN said that, speaking in a personal capacity, he thought tp~t 

since the Sub-Committee had already accepted several invitations from various 

Arab States it would be only fair to give the privilege of acting as host to 

the Sub-Committee to Ethiopia. 
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Mr. BORROU (Ethiopia) expressed appreciation of the Chairman's point of 

view, which he hoped would be shared b.r the members of the Sub-Committee. 

Mr. ATEEQI (Kuwait) said he did not wish to put the members of the Sub

Committee in a dilemma, although his Government was most anxious to have its 

invitation accepted. 

The CHAIRMAN agreed with the representative of the United Arab Republic 

that the representatives of Kuwait and Ethiopia should be asked to meet 

together and discuss the matter. 

Mr. ATEEQI (Kuwait) was hopeful that the representative of Ethiopia would 

agree to .1ithdrawing that countryls invitation. The invitation of Kuwait had 

been made b.r him verbally at the Thirteenth World Health Assembly in 1960; 

the invitation of Ethiopia had been made at the session of the Sub-Committee 

in Tunis in that year. His Government I s invitation had therefore been made 

earlier, although not in writing. 

Mr. BORROU (Ethiopia) appreciated the point of view of the representative 

of Kuwait. He did not know that Kuwait I s invitati on had been made so early. 

In reply to a question b.r the CHAIRMAN, the REGIONfJG DIRECTOR. said it was 

dii'ficult to say which official invitation had been received first. The 

verbal invitation of Kuwait had been rece:..ved earlier but it was not possible 

to establish any chronological order as regards the official written invitations, 

as they were both received in Tunis last year. 

Mr. BORROU (Ethiopia) said he would be willing to meet with the 

representative of Kuwait and the Regional Director to come to some agreement. 

It was so agreed. 

The meeting rose at 2.10 p.m. 


