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1. Introduction 

The World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Office for the Eastern 
Mediterranean (EMRO) hosted an intercountry meeting on developing a 
mechanism of action for preventing road traffic injuries. The meeting was 
attended by injury prevention focal persons from ministries of health in 
12 countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region: Bahrain, Egypt, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates and Yemen. Also attending were 
independent experts from the Region and WHO staff from headquarters 
and the Regional Office. 

The meeting was organized to follow up on resolution EM/RC56/R.7 
Road traffic injuries: A growing public health concern, adopted by 
Member States at the 56th session of the WHO Regional Committee for 
the Eastern Mediterranean in 2009. As it comes in the wake of the 
declaration of the UN Decade for Road Safety, the meeting was an 
opportunity to build on the existing regional and global momentum to 
draw a structured plan for prevention of road traffic injuries in the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region. The main objectives of the meeting were to: 

 inform the participants about the magnitude and burden of road 
traffic crashes in the Region based on the recently published world 
report (Global status report on road safety); 

 identify mechanisms on how road safety interventions at the country 
level can be complimented with the efforts done by different partners 
regionally and globally; 

 develop a format of reporting on the progress about road safety with 
regards to identification of data sources and sectoral engagement in 
compiling the progress; and 

 agree on the periodicity of reporting progress so that it can inform the 
biennial reporting to the Regional Committee. 
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In his opening address, Dr Hussein A. Gezairy, WHO Regional Director 
for the Eastern Mediterranean, highlighted the magnitude and burden 
caused by road traffic crashes in terms of public health and development, 
globally and more particularly in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. He 
emphasized that the situation in the Region was quite alarming and that 
there was clearly an urgent need to address the rising toll.  

In this regard, the landmark regional road safety resolution called for a 
national multisectoral mechanism to address road safety as a public 
health issue, as well as specific actions to minimize injuries and their 
consequences and evaluation of the impact of these actions, multisectoral 
injury surveillance systems, sufficient financial and human resources, 
capacity development in primary prevention and development of 
partnerships.  

At the global level, the UN Decade of Action for Road Safety, announced 
in March 2010 and its planning action document reinforced the collective 
high-level commitment undertaken at the regional level. Dr Gezairy 
stressed that the momentum generated by the Regional Committee 
resolution was a golden opportunity to catalyse action, at both regional 
and country level, and that the time was ripe to frame its provisions into 
workable actions on the ground.  

During the consultation the magnitude and burden of road traffic injuries 
in the Eastern Mediterranean Region were presented based on the global 
and regional status reports on road safety. Road safety strategic initiatives 
from different countries were presented in detail. Additionally a draft 
regional framework for the implementation of the resolution on road 
traffic injuries was presented and thoroughly reviewed and discussed. The 
framework suggests structured mechanisms for addressing road safety in 
the Region. Participants and experts reviewed and thoroughly discussed 
the draft regional framework as well as potential methodologies for 
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monitoring and evaluation. Recommendations for actions on road safety 
in the Region were subsequently drafted and agreed upon.  

2. Conclusions 

 Road traffic injury prevention is a complex undertaking as it requires 
many sectors to work in unison. Primary prevention efforts require 
robust political commitment from the highest echelon of power in a 
given country. In order to ensure this political commitment, it is 
necessary to show a political impact. The mere existence of a lead 
agency does not mean there is political commitment. Even within the 
lead agency roles should be more clearly defined and classified. 

 In addressing road safety, “soft” aspects related to oversight, 
facilitation, monitoring and networking should be assigned to a lead 
agency while the “hard”, or operational, aspects of implementation 
should be undertaken by the different sectoral stakeholders as 
appropriate, such as health, police, transport, etc. 

 There is a need to identify a plan of action for primary prevention and 
injury management as well as data collection and utilization. In doing 
this, a phased approach is to be adopted in order to focus on the 
factors/areas where optimal impact may be achieved.  

 For road safety three important principles need to be considered: 
– There is no single factor causing a crash. Thus there is no single 

intervention to address it, rather a group of interventions. 
– More reliance is needed on passive counter-measures such 

seatbelts. 
– There is a need for population-based interventions. 

 Issues related to political will, funding, institutional and individual 
capacities and research all need to be taken into consideration. 

 There is a need for a fundamental data collection model with 
standardized age groups and criteria to facilitate comparability across 
countries of the Region.   
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 Comparability in view of the current differences in GDP in countries 
of the Region needs to be rethought. An appropriate comparative 
index should be deeply and thoroughly contemplated. 

 It is important to have data from different concerned sectors in order 
to have a robust national road safety plan. Interventions should be 
driven by data. 

 Accountability needs to be put in effect combined with adopting a 
scientific approach and having an appropriate interface between 
different concerned levels/sectors. 

 Limited resources (institutional, human and technical) hamper 
progress. 

 Potential sources of funding need to be identified at country, regional 
and international level to expand the resource base for different 
aspects of road safety. 

 Capacity building in different aspects of injury prevention is a 
pressing priority. 

 Efforts are mostly fragmented and disjointed. There is a need to 
promote and facilitate collaboration and networking across the 
Region. Public health should combine forces jointly work in 
coordination and draw on each other’s expertise for better delivery by 
focal points and for empowering civil society. 

 Traffic is a transport issue not a police issue. We need to bring traffic 
back to the civil sector, not the police sector.  

 There is need to move forward collectively with clear targets and a 
standardized template for reporting developments on road safety in 
the Region to the Regional Committee in 2011 as stipulated by 
resolution EM/RC56/R.7. 



WHO-EM/HLP/068/E 

Page 5 

3. Recommendations 

To Member States 

1. Establish or strengthen a lead agency for road safety with clear 
policies, roles and responsibilities. 

2. Adapt or restructure the surveillance system to unify data collection 
tools and integrate the information from different stakeholders using 
WHO guidelines. 

3. Together with nongovernmental sectors, develop a national 
implementation framework for preventing road traffic injuries based 
on the regional framework by 31 December 2010. 

4. Carry out a situation assessment including the capacity of trauma care 
services, and trengthen pre-hospital and hospital based trauma care, 
rehabilitation and victim re-integration services accordingly using 
WHO guidelines. 

5. Involve communities, youth, civil society and the private and 
corporate sectors in the road safety programme within ministries of 
health. 

6. Develop monitoring and evaluation tools that track the progress of 
implementation using the guidelines provided by WHO. 

7. Include road safety in national health promotion and 
noncommunicable disease prevention strategies. 

To WHO 

8. Develop a monitoring system to track the progress of regional 
implementation (including a template for data collection before the 
end of 2010). 

9. Provide technical support and adapt UN best practice manuals on 
road safety.  
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10. Develop guidelines on the minimum requirements for lead agencies 
on road safety and provide them to Member States to be shared with 
all partners at national level. 

11. Identify centres of expertise in the Region in the area of road safety, 
including trauma care and emergency medical services, and facilitate 
their interaction with Member States. 

12. Promote networking and identify mechanisms for intercountry 
collaboration and share them with Member States. 

13. Identify and facilitate access to opportunities and funding that may be 
available for countries in relation to the Decade of Action on Road 
Safety. 


