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(Letter submitted by the Republic of Austria) 

At the request of the Federal Minister for the Republic of Austria 

the Di г о с t o r- Gene ral presents the follovang letter dc.ted 12 January 1949 

for the consideration of the Executive Board. 

"With reference tc your letter of 29 November 1948 (Reg, 154-4-1), 
工 have the honour' to request you

5
 in accordance with the provisions 

contain-d in Article 11 of the Rules of Procedure of the Executive 
Board, to submit the following matters to the Executive Board for 
consideration at its third session on 21 February 1949： 

1- ,Ai;.s%ri.a considers it essential that the Executive Board reconnnend 
to the World Health Assemoiy th¿ adoption of à :reso上i^ion whereby or-
ganization of public-health departments and the methods of carrying 
out health services shall be made uniform in the various Member States； 
in particularj the tasks to be perfc: -rned by public health departments 
and the powers devolving to the bodies entirusted with the carrying 
out of thpse tasks should be clearly defined and circumscribed. In 
addition) the persons entrusted with the exeeution of tasks of this 
kind should be trained according to uniform standards， in conformity 
with directives to be drawn up on that subject. (Necessary conditions 
and qualifications for nomination of the persons concerned). 

Considerations； In order to carry out international public health 
measures prescribed under Article 2(k) of the 1H0 Constitution， and 
in particular to implement health agreements on the national level, 
it is necessary not only to modify national legislation, but also to 
establish in the various Member States public-health services 
organized according to a uniform pattern in their essential elements 
and to define with precision the competence of the various bodies 
within these public services. 

2. Austria considers it important also that the Executive Council 
recommend to the World Health Assembly the drawing up of uniform 
directives concerning inspection^ from the health point of view, of . 
the composition and nature of foodstuffs (foods, beverages and 

‘confectionery). 

Considerations; In this connexion, attention should be drawn to the 
lack of essential foodstuffs which is greatly felt in many countries, 
precisely at the present time^ and which has resulted in an increase 
of international trade in foodstuffs and other goods. This situation 
calls for protection of importing countries against deliveries of 
foodstuffs which are of unsatisfactory quality；, damaged) unfit for 



consumption or falsified, Austria has drawn up directives in this 
sense

5
 contained in the Austrian Food Code (Codex Alimentarlas 

Áustriacus). She is prepared to submit t h i s ' T o d ^ ' T f ^ s I r e d J as 
a possible guide. " 

Austria holds the further opinion that certain important problems 
connected with pharmacy and medical products should be examined by 
the Executive Board and that recommendations should be made to the 
World Health Assembly with the object of drawing up international 
regulations in this field. The following are cases in point: 

(1) Uniformity in the programme of studies and further training of 
pharmacists, 

Considerations ; In view of the important part played bv medical 
products in public-health, it seems necessary that the right of 
manufacturing medical products and that of practising ishoiesale 
trade in them or retailing them for administration to the sick should 
only be given to persons of appropriate training and capable of 
assuming responsibility for these t a n k s ,工 t would be useful in 
many ways if a certain uniformity were achieve^ in the various 
Member States as regards preparation and training of persons employed 
in this field of public health activities. For instance^ it would 
be possible to take into account in each country the period of 
service spent abroad by the persons concerned,,…It wculd therefore 
be an advantage to consider whether the courses of .study followed 
by pharmacists which are at present prescribed in the various Member . 
States could not to a certain extent be co-ordinated and made uniform. 

(2) Uniformity of regulations governing authorization to establish 
and operate pharmacies; uniformity of laws and orders in force in 
the various Member States on pharmacies and their operation. 

Considérations: Side by side with the necessity for uniform training 
of specialists, mention should be made of the question of supervising 
undertakings where medical products are manufactured^, íiandlsd^, or 
supplied to consumers. Such undertakings should only be operated on 
official authorization given to persons referred to above, providing 
that special regulations governing the construction and quipment 
of premises aré adhered to.- For instance, in Austria a special con-

‘cession is needed, in accordance with industrial legislation；, for 
the manufacture of these products and trade in them; a licence to 
opeóte a pharmacy, under the provisions of Austrian law on pharmacy, 
is also required for the sale of these products in pharmacies. The 
equipment of pharmacies must conform to regulations contained in'an 
order on the operation of pharmacies, issued in pursuance of the . 
I w on pharmacy, 

(3) Uniform regulations on the composition and the inspection o'f 
medical prcfiiicts, in conformity with pharmacopooial instructions or 
official liáis of drugs. 

Considerations¡ Uniform regulations on the composition and the 
inspection of medical products, in.conformity with pharmacopoeial 
instructions and official lists of drugs^ would be particularly 
important and extremely useful, çince they would ensure equal quality 
.and identical dosage in goods exchanged by various countries., Such 
measures would not only encourage imports -and exports oí" madical 
products, but would also facilitate the physician's task， and thus be 
in the interests of his patients. 

(4) Establishment of international directives on tho reg-:ûation of 
trade in patent medicines, on the lines of the Austrian lew on patent 
medicines о 



Considerations; Leaving aside medical products figuring in official, 
lists of drugs，mention shc-uld be made of preparations supplied in 
ready form for direct use by the patients themselves; these play a 
special part in the treatment of illnesses. It is important that 
there should be strict supervision over the composition and the sale 
of these ready-made preparations, which should be described as 
parent medicines, as owing to their ready-for-use presentation and 
intense advertising by the firm producing them they are easily liable 
to misuse by people trying to effect a self-cure« In Austr丄 
preparations of this kind can only be put on sale after technical 
inspection and cn official authorization which is only given under 
certain definite conditions to firms entitled to sell medical pro-
ducts, The procedure in force for the inspection and release of 
these preparations described as patent medicines is established in.‘ 
Austria under a separate regulation ún patent medicines- The 
importance of establishing uniformity in regulations cf this kind 
intornaticnally need hardly be emphasised. 

(5) Definition of the tarm "medical product" fcr purposes of 
determining the respective rights of sale of medical supply firms in 
respect cf pharmacies and other establishments or undertakings„ 

Considerations s The usefulness cannot be argued of drawing up 
directives to determine what products and preparations should be 
considered as "medical products" whose sale to consumers by under-
takings authorized tc sell medical products can only be permitted 
through the persons referred to above. By.thus determining and 
possibly restricting the circle of those authorized to sell medical 
products, a guarantee would be given to the sick^ as well as the 
certainty of obtaining from the establishments concerned only medical 
products which have been duly inspected, in accordance with the 
appropriate regulations » 

Similar considerations to those just put forward in respect of 
medical products could be applied to supervision of trade in toxic 
substances and of products used for the protection of plants which 
contain toxic matter, 

Austria is prepared to supply further explanations and 丄nfc.rmafc丄on 
on the seven points dealt! with above• For technical reasons it 
haa not been possible^ Sir, to keep strictly within the time-limit 
given in your letter fcr submission of questions to be placed on the 
Agenda of the Executive Board, and I hope you will excuse this 
delay. I should be particularly grateful tc you, Si r, if you could 
nevertheless find it possible to include the matters mentioned above 
in the agenda of the Executive Board session." 


