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In its eighth Report, the Legal Committee of the first 

Tforld Health Assembly took note of the question of privileges 

and iirmrunities of representatives of Associate Merfcors under 

the General Convention on Privileges and branunities of 
2 

Specialized Agencies and the Annex thereto, and recommended • 

that the question should be considered by the Executive Board• 

This recommendation was adopted by the Health Assembly at its 

fourteenth plenary meeting on 21 July 1948. 

This question has wider aspects than those considered by ‘ 

the Legal Committee,of the Assenbly, #iich only took note of 

it by way of review * 

Not only the qaestion óf privileges and immunities of 

Associate Members and their representatives in relation to the 

Organization and its other Members, but also that of the 

privileges and immunities of the. World Health Organization and 

of those who are party to it in amy capacity, within tbe territory 

of the Associate Meirber itself, have to be considered* 

The concept of associate ' membership is relatively new and 

the problems arising in connexion with it do not yet appear to 

have been solved either by legal doctrine, or by international 

agreements "which could be referred to as precedents* 

To place an Associate Member purely and simply on the same 

footing as the Member State might possibly ral se political problems 
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and it would therefore be well to ask the States responsible for the 

international relations of a potential Associate Member, and also 一 

thé other States Members of the Organization, to state their views• 

However, a few general remarks can be made: 

1* The status granted by the World Health. Assembly to Associate 

Members on 21 July 1948^ is such as to permit the assumption that 

the desire of the Assembly was, as far as possible, to place the 

Associate Members oil the sanB footing as the Mentoer States themselves； 

the substantial restrictions in their rights - particularly in 

regard to the right to vote in plenary sessions of the Assembly 

and their participation in the Executive Board or in a few other 

committees (Credentials and Nominations) - do not appear to 

affect their position with regard to the Convention on Privileges 

and Immunities of Specialized Agencies and its Annex VTI.. 

In vievr of the foregoing it seems possible that this Convention 

could, without major difficulties, be extended to cover Associate 

Members# 

2* In the Convention on Privileges and Immunities, as well 

as in the basic statutes of the WHO, there is no clause which 

inplicitly or explicitly prevents the extension of the benefits 

of the Convention in question to Associate Members in.the manner 

indicated above• 

In submitting the application of an Associate Member, 

the competent political Power concerned should at the same time' 

declare on behalf of the potential Associate Member that the 

provisions of the General Convention on Privileges and Imimanities 

of Specialized Agencies would be applied within the territory 

of that Member and that steps "would immediately be taken to that 

end» 
* , ! . 

4* Should the application of an Associate Membelr be 

accepted, the States Members of the Organization .should indicate 

that they would be prepared to accord to the said Associate Member 

or its representatives the benefit of the provisions of the General 

Convention in question on an equal footing with the Member States, 
. . . ' i , , . . . > ‘ • • ' * 

but only in so far as the activities of the Associate Member or 

its representatives were to be connected with any activity, of the 

WÎO. . , . . • • • . ' 、. • 

о 
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Before the final text of one or шге résolutions to be 

submitted to the Assembly is drawi up it will therefore be 

advisable to ask the States Members of the Organization to 

express their opinion on the foregoing points and tp ask the 

interested parties to put forward their suggestions^ 
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Dr. C, van den BERG suggests the following changes in EB2/34 page 2. 

The remark sub03 should read； 

"In submitting the application on behalf of a territory or a 

group of territories which is or which are not responsible for 

the conduct of their international relations to become Associate 

Members, the Member or other authority having responsibility of 

these relations should at the same time declare on behalf of the 

potential Associate Member that the provision of the Convention 

on Privileges and Immunities of the V/orld Health Organization 

would be applied within the territory of the said Associate Member 

and that steps would immediately be taken to that end." 

4. The words 1 the General Convention in question1 should read 

TThe Convention on Privileges and Immunities of the Víorld Health 

Organization 


