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1, NOUiVCFNI.NTS 

COЛ�i iU;1CATION5 

The P? :.;SIDENT : The !'assembly is called to order. 

I have two short announcements to make. The first is that the presentation 

of the Darling Foundation Nodal and Prize has beeг postponed until another 

plenary meeting. The second is that I propose to suspend the deliberations of 

the Assembly at 11 o'clock for approximately 15 minutes. That will give an 

opportunity to those who have so far not registered for the technical discussions. 

This will be the last opportunity to do so and I hope that dole ates whо have been, 

for one reason or another, prevented so far from doing so, will seize this opportunity. 

2. STАTFNî�Nдi' OF `r�CÜT lц.. D_ûTOR OF Tï',т:: UNIT_�_D N1�TIONS CHILDRENtS FUND 
и�SSАGE DU DIIZFCThLR GL DU FONDS DES NATIONS UNгS POUR L'ENFANCE 

The PRESIDENT: Before rosumini the general discussion on items 11 and 12 

of the agenda, I propose to invite to the rostrum the representative of UNICEF, 

Sir Herbert Broadley. 

Sir Нerbert BROADL:.Y, United Nations Children's Fund: Thank you very much, 

Nr President. hr Maurice 2atc, the E«ecutivc Director of the United Nations Children's 

Fund, has asked me to say how sorr,т he is that he is not able to attend this meeting 

of th _s Assembly. he had hoped te return the compliment which your Director- 

General paid to our organization when Dr Canda.. came to the recent meeting of our 



А12/VR/5 

Page 4 

Executive Board here in Geneva and spoke upon our joint activities. But as NIr Pate 

is not able to be present in person, he asked me to give this message to the Assembly, 

and it reads as follows: 

"Perhaps no two organizations in the Unites. Nations are associated more closely 

than are the World Health Organization and the United Nations Childrens' Fund. The 

very nature of their activities ensures this. Both are concerned with achieving 

better conditions and standards of health throughout the world - the World Health 

Organization covering the whole span of human life; UNICEF helping to see that 

children are given the best possible start. In UNICEF's programme approximately 270 

projects - about three -quarters of all those aided by UNICEF - are in the health field 

and therefore are developed both in the planning, and operations stages under the 

technical standards and guidance of the World Health Organization. Since it was 

founded in 1946 up to the end of 19;5`, the first 12 years of its existence, Ui'I1F 

has spent 85 million in material aid for health projects, and at the beginning of 

this year an additional 17 pillion was allocated for further expenditure in the 

health field, bringing the total to over 100 million. And in addition, we expect 

later in this year that j3NICEF will allocate somethin in the neighbourhood of a 

further 17 million for health projects. 

"In order to assure that aid in the health field is given in ways which can 

best achieve the mandates of both UNICEF and TrЭHO, a network of co- operative 

relationships, both formal and intimate, has been developed on sound foundations 

between the two organizations. Tribute was paid to this at UNICEF's last Board 

session by your Director -General, who called attention to the fact that important 
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new responsib_ilities are eiwisa ed in the long -term programmes of both WHO and UNICEF, 

and he pointed out that it was most fortunate that these new responsibilities fell 

upon them at a time when both organizations had matured thrоu_ h more than 10 years 

of experience and had reached a stage where co- operation between them is accepted as 

a matter of course and in fact is smoothly carried out to the satisfaction of the 

governments concerned. 

"Although attention is generally focussed on co- operation between the two 

organizations in jointlyidin„ government programmes, I can assure you that 

UNICEF is very muc'._ aware o" the broader activities of WHO which provide the 

foundation for much of the work of UNICEF. The UNICEF 3oаrd, at its last session, 

heard with considerable interest the accounts given by WHO staff members on the 

possibilities of medical pro4_re s and advances in technology which, in their turn, 

may bring about changes in the orientation of health and related programmes. UNICF 

welcomes the fact that N1í0 is broadening its activities in the field of medical 

research and hopes that, thereby, it will be possible for UNICEF to assist in 

bringing into effect more speedily the fruits of this research in terms of practical 

application. 

"т'he UNICEF Board is inсreasiа 1у devoting its attention to considering a series 

of policy questions, all focussed around the central point of how UidICEF can best 

spend its resources to achieve results of lasting benefit to children. At the 

Boardfs session in Geneva last ?arch) this was the main subject of debate; and I 

have no doubt that, in one form or another, it will continue to be the main subject 
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at future sessions. This includes plans for periodical appraisal of the results. 

of various types of aid given - and in a number of fields of UNICEF aid, of course, 

the appraisal of WHO from a technical point of view is essential. Among the appraisals 

to which the Board is lookin, onward in the near future and in which WHO will play 

a part are those on malaria, on environmental sanitation, on maternal and child health, 

on milk distribution, and on the results of testing and research in the development 

of manufactured sources of hizh protein. 

"The UNIT F Board also examines annually the balance of aid between various 

programmes and reviews forecasts of future requests for allocations in the light of 

estimated resources. In this connexion the Board will h.vе as one of its major 

agenda items at its September meeting two reports on the jointl;; -aided malaria 

campaigns, one from WHO on the technical situation of the projects and their probable 

future development and the other from the UNICEF Secretariat, prepared in consultation 

with WHO, summarizing present UNICEF commitments in this field and estimating the 

amount necessary from UNICF in the next five years. On the basis of these reports 

the UNICEF Board will be in a position to determine the extent of its future financial 

commitments in this field, having rcryard to its other responsibilities and its 

anticipat'.d total resources. 

"In addition to examinin: -; the areas of opportunity in eхistinC fields of aid, 

the UNICEF Executive Board has also turned its attention in recent years to possible 

extensions of aid in areas of need as yet unreached and for which governments are 

requesting help. Thus, aid has been extended to certain aspects of community 

development and to helping to educate rural families to make the best use of 

available and possible local food resources through practical nutritión activities, 



А12/цR/5 

pa° 7 paga 

such as school and community gardens, poultry and small animal raising, fish culture 

and home food preservation. At the recently concluded Executive Board session, aid 

was extended to improving existing social services for children and developing 

necessary new ones, It was also agreed that several trial projects would be developed 

for improving the education of children in primary schools through teacher -training 

in subjects related to UNICEF's existing fields of aid, such as health and nutrition 

education, home economics, management of school lunchrooms and school feeding 

programmes, and the use of school gardens. In all these extensions of aid considerable 

emphasis is being placed upon the training of national personnel, particularly those 

responsible for the direction and supervision of services benefitting children. 

At its last session the UNICEF Board also approved in principle aid for pilot projects 

in bilharziasis control, as recommended by the UNICEF /WHO Joint Committee on Health 

Policy. 

"These new trends in UNICEF's programme policy emphasize the need and the 

opportunity of inter relationship of aid which the various international organizations 

provide. In a sense each organization is a unit in a greater unity, Although 

UNICEF's main relationship is and has been with WHO, its associations with FAO, the 

United Nations Bureau of Social Affairs and, more recently, with UNESСO, are developing. 

I am sure that it will be in this spirit of joint endeavour that the Twelfth World 

Health Assembly will be reviewing the co- operative activities of our two organizations 

and I wish it every success in its important deliberations." 
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The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Sir Herbert, and I hope that you will transmit to 

Mr Maurice Pate our thanks for his very interesting and friendly message. 

З. GENERAL DI5CUSSIОм ON THE RЕРоRТЅ OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AND THE REPORT 
OF THE DIF СТOR- GF,NERAL ON THE WORK OF WHO IN 1958 (continued) 

DISCUSSION GENERALE DES RAPРORTS DU CONSEIL EXECUTIF ET DU RAPPORT 
DU DIRECTEUR GENERAL SUR L'ACТIVIТE DE Lt0MS EN 1958 (suite) 

The PRESIDENT: We now resume the discussion of items 11 and 12. We have a 

list of 22 delegates who wish to speak and I will ask the first of these, the 

delegate of Romania, to come to the rostrum. 

Dr MARINESCO (Romania) (translation from the Russian): Mr President, Director- 

General, fellow delegates. 3сfore passing on to the Report of the Director- General 

I have the pleasent duty, on behalf of the delegation of the Romanian People's 

Republic, of congratulating Sir John Charles on his election as President of the 

Twelfth World Health Assembly. I also wish to express my deep gratitude to the 

delegates at the Assembly for doing me the great honour of electing me vice- president. 

Speaking on the Director -General's Report, I should like to congratulate 

Dr Candau on his well- documented report to the Assembly on the work of WHO in 1958, 

which raises many important questions in connexion with the development of 

international co- operation in health matters and the ever greater need at the 

present stage to pay special attention to certain sectors of activity. I should 

like to emphasize the topical nature and the importance of some of the questions 

raised and some of the conclusions reached in the Report by comparing them with 

our own experience. 
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The last ten years have brought about a :.-evolution, not only in the means of 

research and treatment at our disposal but also in the sphere of health administration 

as a whole. 

In the conditions of economic and social progress achieved in our country - 

which are marked from the health point of view by extensive measures to improve 

sanitation and health conditions, by the development of the latest methods of research 

and treatment, made available to the whole population, and by an increase in the 

number of medical and sanitation specialists and special establishments - a number 

of new problems have arisen which must be solved in the interests of the people and 

the health services. 

As a result of the considerable reduction in infant mortality, and also in the 

general death -rate, which has fallen from 19 per thousand to 8.7 per thousand, 

Romania is now among the countries with the lowest death- rates. The incidence of 

mass infectious diseases has been considerably reduced and the average expectation 

of life considerably increased - from 42 years to 63 years. This has been accompanied 

by marked _ progress in the physical and mental development of our younger generation. 

These basic changes in the state of health of the population are the result of 

important measures of re- organization in the system of training medical and health - 

service staff and in the methods of providing medical care for the population. 
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The training of medical workers in Romania aims at giving them a full under- 

standing of the problems connected_ with the harmonious physical and mental develop- 

ment of youth, with the medical. supervision of physical culture, sport, education 

and rest, with the institution of proper conditions of sanitation and hygiene, with 

ensuring early diagnosis and early treatment, and with the thorough study of virus 

diseases and chronic ailments. 

Of increasing importance in the training and specialized education of medical 

staff are the prevention of relapses and complications; the prevention of certain 

diseases becoming chronic through inadequate care of patients after treatment, 

operations, etc.; and problems which arise in connexion with rehabilitation, the 

prolongation of active life for the elderly, and the services which must be provided 

for the aged. All these problems, which are becoming of particular importance, 

obviously require not only a reorganization of the training of medical personnel 

but also the development of certain of the health services, which must have at their 

disposal doctors who, in addition to training in health administration, have an 

understanding of the problems now coming to the fore and are in a position effectively 

to influence the development of the health services. 

The organization and control of medical services for the population in the 

Romanian People's Republic cover the whole health network: medical districts, 

polyclinics, hospitals, medical and sanitation departments in industrial enterprises, 

epidemiological and sanitation establishments, social security institutions, etc. 

All activities connected with health are thus covered. The State has assigned full 

responsibility for all forms of medical service. 
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At the present stage in the development of the health services, as was 

emphasized also in the Director- GeneralTs Report, problems of scientific co- operation, 

the planning and development of research, and the more extensive use of medical 

documentation are becoming particularly important. The organization of an 

International Health and Medical Research Year can be very useful, and may further 

the attainment of this aim in a most practical way. 

The Romanian Government allocates large sums, amounting every year to more 

than one hundred million lei (sixteen million dollars), or five per cent. of the 

total budget of the Ministry of Health, for the development of medical research, 

and at the same time is doing all in its power to further the exchange of experience 

and medical documentation and encourage international co- operation in this sphere. 

In this connexion the Romanian People's Republic in 1958 was able to establish 

a number of international health links, on the one hand taking advantage of certain 

WHO schemes, and on the other co- operating in the furtherance of measures taken by 

WHO in this direction. ention should be made of the fellowships provided by WHO 

for specialized training in certain branches of science of interest to our health 

services, the campaign for the eradication of malaria which is being developed in 

Romania, the holding in Bucharest of the Third Malaria Conference for South -Eastern 

European Countries and the supplying of WHO with experts on malaria and on the 

assessment of fitness for work. 
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The World Health Organization at the present stage is faced by complex problems 

calling for solution. This can be seen from the Director -General's Report and from 

the speeches of delegates. In our opinion, all our efforts must be concentrated in 

two main directions. 

One of them is research, which is called upon to solve problems which are 

causing great anxiety to mankind - cancer, cardiovascular diseases, radiation 

protection, and certain chronic diseases. 

The second is to concentrate our activities on the eradication of such 

comгтuпicablе diseases as trachoma, malaria, smallpox, leprosy, etc. The improvement 

of the health of the people requires state support. Therefore, efforts to improve 

the health of the people in each individual country are a contribution to improving 

health throughout the world. At the same time, WHO must extend its activities to 

cover all the peoples of the world so that it can become a real centre, which will 

co- ordinate work on health problems the world over. 

I should like to express my confidence that WHO will achieve in its work those 

further successes which the whole of mankind is eagerly awaiting. 

The PR.FSID:NТ: I now call to the rostrum the delegate of Iraq. 

Dr RIF'AT ALI (Iraq): Мr President, permit me to extend to you, on behalf 

of my delegation, my hearty and sincere felicitations on your election to the 

high office of the presidency of the Twelfth World Health Assembly. May I also 
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congratulate the distinguished Vice -Presidents on their election to their positions. 

We wish to assure you of our delegation's whole -hearted co-operation towards a 

successful Assembly under your wise guidance. 

Turning to the discussion of items 11 and 12 of our agenda, I wish to record 

my delegation's sincere thanks to the Secretariat _'or the excellent documentation 

it has made available to us. Our special gratitude and appreciation go to Dr landau, 

our very able Director -General, for his comprehensive and valuable Annual Report on 

the work of the Organization contained in Official Records No. 90. This report 

stresses that, despite the great achievements of WHO to date, the tremendous tasks 

which are still lying ahead of us leave no room for slackening our efforts. At the 

same time, the report of the Director -General and his address to the Assembly 

yesterday pinpoint certain major handicaps which still remain unchanged. Some of 

these difficulties are administrative delays, the problem of counterpart staff, and 

above ail, the shortage of trained and even semi -trained personnel. To this list 

can be added a score of other problems - problems of an economic, social and 

educational nature. There is, as a matter of fact, a close interrelationship 

between progress in the field of health, on the one hand, and the over -all economic, 

social and educational advancement of the people on the other. The distinguished 

Secretary -General of the United Nations, in his address to our opening meeting, 

drew attention to this fact when he told us that no single member of the United 

Nations family of organizations is capable of tackling the need for a concerted 

world -wide battle against poverty, ignorance and disease. This vital principle 

of the interdependence of the different aspects of progress is even more valid on 

the national level. 
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Mr President, it is the considered view of my delegation that, apart from the 

need for a co-ordinated international programme, the success of any such programme 

depends, above all, on mutual confidence and trust between the people and their 

government. Although Iraq is endowed with a rich soil and great natural resources, 

the lot of our people has not been different from or more fortunate than that of the 

other peoples of the less -developed countries. As a matter of fact, in many respects 

it has been worse. A notorious feudal system of land ownership, a very high percen- 

tage of illiteracy, and a low standard of national health and sanitation are but some 

of the more outstanding evils inherited from the past. 

The new Republican Government is in the process of establishing sound and lasting 

foundations for a systematic, co- ordinated and well -studied battle on poverty, 

ignorance and disease. In every step of the way, the interests of the people are 

paramount and a better life for the population is the aim. The Government has 

created new ministries for planning, housing, land reform, industry, and civic and 

rural affairs. 

A turning point in our economic and social development has been the land reform 

law which was introduced last autumn and which is in the process of implementation. 

This historic step will undoubtedly contribute to a great extent towards the raising 

of the standard of living in our country. In the field of education there has been 

a great intensification of efforts and plans to provide schooling for every child of 

school age and to spread fundamental adult education, with a view to the total 

eradication of illiteracy in the shortest possible time. 
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Mr President, I took the liberty of mentioning these facts because we cannot 

overlook or minimize the important effect of all these vital endeavours on raising 

the standard of our national health. In the field of public health itself, there 

are concrete achievements to report. Scores of new dispensaries, polyclinics and 

hospitals have been opened, and there is a steady and encouraging movement of 

doctors and other medical personnel away from the capital to the rural areas. 

Good progress has been made in providing the provincial centres with specialized 

doctors. A second medical school at Mosul will open its doors next fall to 

students from the northern parts of the country. Its future graduates are to 

serve in their own areas, further reducing the concentration of doctors in the 

metropolitan cities. The number of medical students admitted next fall to the 

two medical schools will be more than double the figure for previous years. 

Further expansion in this field is planned for coming years, in order to remedy 

the serious shortage of medical personnel. As to environmental sanitation, there 

is an intensive drive to provide all rural villages with pure drinking water on a 

priority basis. 

Turning to the specific fields of the activities of the Organization in Iraq, 

I wish first of all to pause in order to express on behalf of my Government our 

gratitude to WHO for the valuable assistance it has rendered and continues to 

render to my country. It gives me particular pleasure to report that the malaria 

eradication programme in Iraq is proceeding on schedule and is expected to be 

completed in 1961 as planned. We are also happy to note that, as a direct result 
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of the nation -wide campaign of vaccination against smallpox, which received 

substantial assistance from WHO in the form of vaccine supplies, not a single case 

of this disease has been reported so far this year. Plans are afoot to reach the 

goal of total vaccination, with valuable assistance from the Organization. 

The bilharziasis pilot project started a few years ago near Baghdad has 

unfortunately run into various difficulties, mainly in the field of staff and 

counterpart personnel. Moreover, we are conscious of the fact that the control 

and eradication of this disease will be complicated further as a result of the new 

irrigation projects necessitated by land reform. All this calls for a more 

comprehensive programme in which we hope WHO will play a significant part. There 

will be a need for additional assistance in the future in connexion with trachoma, 

helminthiasis and other endemic diseases. 

Mr President, as WHO begins the second decade of its life, and as the need 

for an ever greater role by the Organization in the universal struggle against 

disease, especially in the less -developed countries, becomes an accepted necessity, 

we look confidently to a future of continued and increasing co- operation with the 

Organization. Before concluding, may I once again put on record the appreciat- 

ion of my delegation cf our distinguished Director- General and his entire staff for 

the manner in which they continue to carry out the difficult tasks assigned to 

them. 

The PRES]TEVT: I would now invite to the rostrum the delegate of India. 
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Mr КАRМ ВК) R (India): Mr President, sirs, in making this my first courtesy 

bow to this distinguished Assembly, it gives me great pleasure to recall that, 

when work in connexion with another international organization had brought me this 

side of the world eleven years ago, I had the privilege of watching, as a visitor, 

the proceedings of the First World Health Assembly in June 1948. Little did I 

then imagine that I would have this privilege of actually participating, on behalf 

of my country and my Government, in the work of the World Health Organization, and 

in the World Health Assembly. Those eleven years have meant much for international 

co- operation, especially in the field of economic development and promotion of 

health. Precious as has been the work in other international organizations, I 

think that it is a matter of common agreement that the most sgnif icant results 

achieved have been in the field of health under the auspices of the World Health 

Organization. No doubt in this, as in other sectors of human activities and 

welfare, in the ultimate analysis, it is the respective countries and their peoples 

and governments that are finally the arbiters of their destinies. WHO, by 

promoting common programmes of action, affording suitable opportunities for train- 

ing, reiterating constantly the need for fruitful action, evolving plans for the 

fulfilment of specific schemes, and rendering direct aid by its personnel and 

equipment, has succeeded in making a rich contribution to the elimination of 

disease and to the promotion of health. If I may say so, the work of the World 

Health Organization is no longer a multitude of schemes successfully worked out; 

it has developed into a dynamic movement inspiring and guiding all efforts in the 
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world for evolving a healthier life, free from disease and avoidable suffering. 

My delegation would like to convey its congratulations and sense of thankfulness 

to all those who have worked towards this end and made the Organization what it is 

today. 

The reports of the work of the Executive Board, and the Director -General's 

Report for 1958, set out in a lucid and illuminating manner the progress achieved 

during the last year, which has marked a significant step forward in the achievement 

of the objectives of WHO. 

My delegation would like to offer its felicitations and appreciation to the 

outgoing President, Dr Leroy Burney, to the members of the Executive Board, and to 

the Director -General and his colleagues in the Secretariat, for the outstanding 

contribution that they have made during the last year to the work of WHO. We also 

have pleasure in extending our felicitations and best wishes to you, Mr President, 

and to your distinguished colleagues, the Vice- Presidents, and we are quite sure 

that under your combined distinguished stewardship the work of WHO will record 

greater progress during the next year. The Secretariat of our organization has 

had the benefit of the inspiration and leadership of Dr Candau for nine years now, 

seven of them being in his present capacity as Director- General. We hope that his 

guidance and inspiration will be available to us for many more years, in any case 

until we see the programme of eradication of other communicable diseases actually 

in operation, just as the programme of eradication of malaria has been evolved 

largely during the tenure of his present office. 
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In presenting his Report for 1958 the Director -General has highlighted the 

principal problems before us. They are - the eradication of communicable 

diseases; the promotion of medical research with a greater intensity on a world- 

wide basis through the agency of MHO; and the pursuit of measures for improving 

environmental sanitation, with particular :?zfE,rence to the provision of pure water 

supply. In essence these problems represent the most important aspects of the 

present work of WHO, besides of course making available technical personnel and 

opportunities for training and experience in specific items and fields. I propose 

to avail myself of this opportunity to indicate briefly the views of my delegation 

on these three items. ;Lnd first among communicable diseases comes malaria, which 

was the greatest killer and an instrument of great suffering to large masses of 

mankind. It is heartening to note that most of the countries which have already 

been taking measures for the control of the disease have now adopted measures for 

eradication. end we may expect that countries which have not yet been able to do 

so will take active steps to that end in the near future. I should like to say 

in this context that, of all the measures in the field of health promotion in India, 

we have found that the control of malaria is the most widely appreciated, even in 

the remotest villages. I am happy to say that by now the total coverage in the 

programme of eradication is almost completed and, although procedural delays have 

somewhat retarded this particular work in some areas, the work has now gathered the 

necessary momentum and we are hoping that results will be achieved as planned. 
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The second biggest problem before us is, as was mentioned earlier, tuberculosis. 

I am happy that the Director- General drew our pointed attention to this problem. 

Though it is a fact that large areas which 'suffer from the ravages of this disease 

also suffer from malnutrition and under- nutrition and that countries which have 

been able to control it have also during the same period evolved better economic 

conditions, it is obvious that we cannot wait for á solution of this problem in 

the not fully developed areas until the time that higher standards of life and 

consequent conditions of improved nourishment are achieved. The national 

tuberculosis sample survey in India, undertaken with the aid of the world Health 

Organization, has shown the incidence of tuberculosis to be on an average two to 

three per cent. in India; and the results obtained at the Tuberculosis Chemotherapy 

Centre (again being conducted with the o- operation of Н0) at Nadras show the 

possibility of infective cases in crowded urban areas being rendered non -infective 

by treatment with drugs suitable for self -administration at home. This makes 

domiciliary treatment fully feasible, and with a view to training a sufficient 

number of tuberculosis workers both for institutional and domiciliary treatment a 

national tuberculosis training centre is being established with the aid of UNïКF 

and ';MHO. Leprosy is another serious problem, and my delegation is happy that this 

is also being given high priority by WHO. It might perhaps interеst the asembly 

to know that in India we have, during the period of our Second Five -Year Plan, 

adopted a systematic programme of establishing centres for exhaustive case- finding 

and treatment. :.part from 150 leprosaria with about 25 000 bads and over 1200 
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vlinics, 72 centres with mobile teams have been started. These have so far 

surveyed a population of five and a half million, fairly exhaustively, and found 

53 000 cases, out of which 46 000 are being actually treated, the ultimate idea 

being to cover the whole area where leprosy prevails. 

My delegation appreciates very much the Director- General's observations with 

reference to the promotion of medical research. As the ssemb y is aware, much 

precious work has been done and is being done in various countries, especially in 

those which have developed high standards of medical excellence and eкpertness. 

In India, the Indian Council of Medical Research, the successor to the earlier 

Research Fund «ssociation, has been able to make a fairly good contribution, with 

the assistance given by ?4mí0 and other international organizations and 

in respect of problems connected with cholera, leprosy, tuberculosis, malaria 

and other arthropod -borne diseases, and cardiovascular diseases, among others, 

The Council has organized therapeutic trials, nutrition surveys and collected data 

on physiological norms. We feel it a privilege that the Director of the Indian 

Council of Medical Research was invited to participate in a meeting of experts held 

recently by the Director- General of the World Health Organization recently in this 

context. The need for more intensive measures for promotion of medical research 

can hardly be exaggerated and my delegation would like to offer its full support of 

the views expressed by the Director- General in this respect. I am happy to note 

that among the subjects proposed for such intensive research are conditions like 
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cancer and cardiovascular diseases. One might perhaps say that aggravation in 

the incidence of thеscï diseases is a concomitant of modern civilization. Expert 

researches alone can tell us what price we have been paying, or are paying, for 

the stress and strain, urban congestion, high -powered habits of life, processed 

foodstuffs, alcoholism, tobacco- smoking and maladjustments in domestic life which 

are characterizing our present mode of life. It is perhaps an anomaly that 

countries that have successfully eliminated communicable diseases almost com- 

pletely and achieved great economic prosperity are the major sufferers from 

conditions like cancer and cardiovascular diseases. Research work in this regard 

will not only help countries where such suffering is the greatest but will also 

show the way to the other countries, and enable them to take, in time, necessary 

preventive measures in respect of these diseases. 

The Director- General has rightly emphasized the importance of adopting 

measures for the promotion of environmental sanitation, particularly the supply 

of safe water. I am happy to say that a substantial programme is now in operation 

in India for the provision of pure water supply in the urban and rural areas, with 

the aid of the Technical Co- operation Mission of the United States of 1 merica, the 

World Health Organization and other agencies. I think a very useful purpose would 

be served by having a full and exhaustive survey in each country of the requirements 

of water supply, both in the rural and urban areas, with a view to evolving a 

systematic plan of work to be achieved in a measurable period of time; and I hope 

that the World Health Organization will be able to take appropriate steps for 

promoting such a survey. Obviously, with its limited funds, .JHO could not be 
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expected to make substantial financial contributions, but the technical aid, and 

more than that the impetus it can give to the achievement of this programme can be 

quite precious. I think that the general feeling of the group of experts and the 

regional advisers of the World Health Organization in respect of environmental 

sanitation is that "concentration on a single aspect, such as the provision of 

pure water supplies, might prove more effective in giving the necessary impetus 

for a comprehensive campaign, and would at the same time satisfy a considerable 

popular demand ". 

Му delegation is happy also that health education has been chosen as a special 

subject for the technical discussions this year. In any scheme of health promotion 

health education occupies an important part. The basic documents that have been 

prepared for the purpose of these discussions show the various methods that will 

have to be pursued for making health education effective. Perhaps it might 

interest the ssemblу to know that a Health Education Bureau has been set up in 

the Government of India, and similar health education bureaux are being set up in 

the various states, to take appropriate measures, including training, research, 

production of suitable literature and other media, with a view to bringing a new 

outlook to influence the health behaviour of the people. 

Ir President, may I be permitted to say also that the population problem, as 

delegates are well aware, is getting pretty serious in India. The increase in 

population consequent on the fall in mortality rates owing to improved health 
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conditions is adding to our problem and we are trying to take effective measures 

for population control. Methods of population control assume largely a medical 

character and we look forward to the co- operation and aid of experts in this 

matter. 

I should like to mention that with a view to strengthening or planning health 

measures in the future the Government of India has proposed to have a full morbidity 

survey of a population of half a million in New Delhi and also to set up a corn- 

xnittee under the chairmanship of my distinguished colleague, 

Dr ::rcpt Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar, who is so well known to this i;ssembly, and 

consisting of experts in various fields to make a review of progress in the 

field of health in the past and to propose effective measures for future 

guidance. 

My delegation, finally, would like to acknowledge with appreciation and 

thankfulness the full oo- operation and aid being rendered by -WНO, UNICEF, the 

Technical Co- operation Mission of the United Btates of i,merica, the Ford and 

Rockefeller Foundations and other similar international agencies whose aid has 

greatly helped our attempts at achieving better health conditions for our people. 

I should also take advantage of this opportunity to express our appreciation of 

the efficiency and helpfulness of the WHO Regional Office for South -mast usia 

under the able leadership of its Director, Dr Mani. 

The PRFSLDЕNТ: I now give the floor to the delegate of Spain. 
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Le Professeur GARCÎA OR.COYEN (Espagne) (traduction de l'espagnol) : 

Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Directeur général, Messieurs les délégués, je 

tiens avant tout à présenter mes félicitations á Sir John Charles pour son élection 

h la présidence de l'Assemblée et au Directeur général pour l'ordonnance et la 

conception de son rapport, lequel traduit sa claire vision des problèmes les plus 

importants et fait preuve de la souplesse nécessaire pour atteindre les vastes 

objectifs .de TOMS en fonction des caractéristiques et de la situation de chaque 

Région. Je tiens également à répéter ici que mon pays recherche fermement une 

collaboration toujours plus large et sincère pour l'accomplissement d'une tâche 

qu'il considère comme une mission fondamentale de l'État : la conservation et 

l'amélioration de la santé des hommes sur le plan universel. 

Permettez -moi maintenant de présenter quelques brèves observations sur le 

rapport du Directeur général. En premier lieu, on remarque une tendance à rassembler 

tout d'abord les faits qui montrent un progrès vers le but visé, ce qui est parfai- 

tement légitime. C'est ainsi que nous pouvons éprouver, avec notre Directeur 

général, la satisfaction de voir partout dans le monde l'efficacité des mesures 

prises pour combattre le paludisme et les maladies transmissibles. Tout bien 

considéré, ce qui se passe à cet égard dans le reste du monde se reflète dans 

notre pays : alors qu'en 1947, le nombre des malades atteints de paludisme 

s'élevait h un demi million, faute de moyens de lutte, on n'en a recensé l'an 

dernier que 17; un grand effort a été accompli pour combattre la tuberculose et 

avec le chiffre de 22 000 lits dont disposent nos sanatoriums, nous couvrons 

aujourd'hui non seulement nos besoins, le nombre des tuberculeux étant de 12 000, 

mais nous pouvons consacrer le reste de ces lits au traitement des cardiopathies 

et au soin des enfants anormaux. 
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Ce sont lá des indications qu'on pourrait aisément retrouver dans n'importe 

lequel des Etats Membres. L'OMS a su, en observant un ordre de priorité approprié, 

organiser convenablement dés sa création les activités qui ont été menées dans de 

nombreux pays et projetées dans d'autres pays avec la plus grande expérience et les 

plus grandes garanties de succès. On peut en dire autant de ses activités d'assis- 

tance technique et d'information pour une meilleure organisation des services ' 

d'hygiène publique considérée au sens large du terme. Ainsi apparaissent logi- 

quement de nouveaux problèmes qui exigent de vastes efforts : hygiène sociale et 

médecine du travail, nutrition, hygiène mentale, éducation sanitaire, organisation 

de la médecine de soins et rôle de l'hôpital dans la protection de la santé. 

Contrairement á ce qui se passe dans la lutte antipaludique, il ne saurait être 

question de résoudre ces problèmes en s'appuyant seulement sur un groupe plus ou 

moins nombreux de techniciens et sur un budget suffisant; la solution est subor- 

donnée dans beaucoup de cas à la formation d'un état d'esprit dans les popu- 

lations et il est par conséquent indispensable que ce même état d'esprit anime les 

professions intéressées, étant donné par exemple que la lutte contre les affections 

cardiaques exige incontestablement la collaboration et la bonne volonté préalable 

de tout le corps médical du pays. Ceci revêt á mes yeux une grande importance. 

Notre Directeur général fait pertinemment observer dans l'Introduction h son 

rapport que, malgré les importants progrès sanitaires réalisés depuis dix ans, 

de nombreux obstacles initiaux demeurent inchangés : la pénurie de travailleurs 

et de personnel qualifié est très aiguë, et dans bien des endroits franchement 
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critique; la construction d'hôpitaux, de laboratoires et de centres de santé con- 

tinue à avoir le pas sur la formation du personnel qui serait nécessaire h ces 

étaьlissements; et enfin il reste beaucoup à faire pour développer les services 

nationaux de statistiques sanitaires et former des statisticiens médicaux. L'OMS 

a beaucoup contribué ces dernières années á mettre en relief aux yeux du monde 

les conceptions actuelles touchant les institutions sanitaires mais beaucoup 

d'efforts sont encore nécessaires pour que ces conceptions soient pleinement 

comprises. 

Dernièrement, dans une publication sur l'hôpital et ses fonctions, publiée 

par le Collège de Médecins de Barcelone et destinée á faire mieux comprendre aux 

médecins espagnols la nature du problème, je disais dans l'avant- propos que 

l'hôpital est une institution médicale intégrée dans une organisation sociale 

déterminée; j'insistais sur le fait qu'il s'agissait d'une institution et non pas 

seulement d'un instrument de travail et je pensais en disant cela aux auteurs qui 

ont actuellement tendance à le considérer comme tel. En effet, l'existence de 

l'hôpital répond á des mobiles plus élevés qu'une simple fonction technique h 

remplir, et cela pour la même raison qui fait que la médecine est une profession 

et non une technologie. D'autre part, je m'élevais contre la tendance h juger des 

institutions par leur façade et h croire que leur prestige peut tenir exclusi- 

vement h une entrée magnifique ou h un revêtement de pierres nobles. Il ne fait 

aucun doute qu'un bel aspect et une architecture parfaite peuvent contribuer h 

la perfection de cette même institution, h condition toutefois que cela ne serve 

pas d'excuse pour sous -estimer l'élément le plus important : la fonction h laquelle 
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est destinée l'institution. N'ouanns pas que les hôpitaux ont une vie et que 

celle -.ci ne réside pas dans les panthéons. C'est pourquoi j`accordais dans ce 

texte la priorité à leur vie intérieure, à toutes les personnes qui exercent une 

mission dans leur enceinte et qui, animées par une vocation, consacrent leurs 

efforts quotidiens au soin de la santé de leurs semblables. L'accomplissement de 

cette haute fonction soctiale exige une notion claire de cette fonction, une orga- 

nisation parfaite, des moyens techniques de travail et une rémunération du per- 

sonnel qui corresponde à la dignité ale la fonction qu'il exerce. Encore ce que je 

viens de dire ne représente -t -il qu'un aspect partiel du vaste rôle de l'hygiène : 

c'est seulement en envisageant dans une perspective correcte la totalité de ce 

rôle qu'on obtiendra que les hôpitaux soient en mesure d'agir comme il convient 

pour remplir au mieux toutes leurs fonctions. On pourra peut -être juger déplacée 

la mention trop précise d'une institution sanitaire particulière, mais elle 

témoigne de la satisfaction que j'éprouve à souscrire à l'opinion exposée par 

notre Directeur général dans l'Introduction de son rapport et impliquant la 

reconnaissаnce de l'erreur que l'on commet souvent d'acheter la cage avant d'avoir 

l'oiseau. 

Aussi ces considérations m'amènent -elles á l'un des thèmes traités dans le 

rapport, celui qui concerne l'enseignement et le. formation professionnelle, pro - 

blèmе qui présente pour moi un intérêt particulier et hors de pair. En qualité de 

Doyen de la Faculté de Médecine de Madrid, je préside en effet l'Association des 

Doyens des Facultés de médecine espagnoles qui est chargée d'orienter l'ensei- 

gnement de la médecine. Cette orientation est pour mai une préoccupation majeure, 
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et plus vive encore depuis que j'exerce la charge de Directeur général de la Santé. 

En vérité, les problèmes qui se posent á nous ne sont en général ni plus aigus ni 

peut -être aussi aigus que ceux que connaissent d'autres pays. Depuis 1952, un cours 

de propédeutique est organisé á la Faculté des Sciences : étant exigé pour lad- 

mission aux facultés de médecine, il règle depuis lors le nombre annuel des nouveaux 

étudiants qui, sans numerus clausus, oscille entre 1000et 1200 pour dix facultés de 

médecine et une population de trente millions d'habitants Nous sommes satisfaits 

de ce système et des perspectives qu'il a permis d'ouvrir à un meilleur exercice du 

professorat. Cependant, il y a un fait dont j'ai pu me rendre compte parfaitement et, 

comme je le disais tout à l'heure,plus nettement encore en prenant la Direction de 

la Santé : ce fait, que je considère comme de lа plus haute importance, c'est que 

l'Université ne forme pas les futurs médecins d'une manière qui corresponde aux 

caractéristiques et aux exigences de notre société actuelle. 

Certes, la personnalité du médecin constitue, et a constitué á toutes les 

époques, un élément permanent dans l'exercice et l'évolution de la médecine; certes 

le médecin doit posséder les qualités personnelles indispensables que sont l'amour 

de la vérité, l'amour du prochain et l'honnêteté dans l'accompliseement de son 

travail : ce sont là des qualités permanentes, qui ne changent pas h travers les 

siècles et sans lesquelles il ne saurait y avoir de médecin; mais ces qualités 

doivent être complétées par 1a connaissance de la médecine contemporaine, par 

l'acquisition de la somme de connaissances qui existe à chaque époque, et en même 

temps il faut faire entrer en ligne de compte un troisième facteur, variable lui 

aussi et sans lequel le щédecin ne peut exercer efficacement son art, à savoir la 
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structure sociale de chaque époque. Qu'il ait vécu au temps d'Hippocrate ou au 

Moyen -Age ou qu'il vive aujourd'hui, le médecin se trouve, de par la nature intrin- 

sèque de son art, dans une situation analogue. A tout moment, ses connaissances médi- 

cales sont celles qui correspondent à. la science de l'époque. De même, la structure 

sociale se modifie, et l'évolution de la profession et des connaissances qu'elle exige 

est fortement conditionnée par la structure sociale du moment. Je mе suis moi -même 

rendu compte que l'Université - institution à laquelle j'ai c nsacré ma vie - 

n'a souvent pas su percevoir á temps les exigences de la société contemporaine 

ni comprendre quelle formation elle se devait de donner aux futurs médecins. Le 

fait n'a rien de nouveau et les allusions á cette situation sont fréquentes. Il y 

a un moment, je prenais sur ma table un petit travail du Dr Diaz -Coller consacré 

à des рrоblèmes de statistique et dans lequel l'auteur écrit : "A dire vrai, les 

écoles de médecine n'ont pas accordé dans les études le temps nécessaire pour 

faire comprendre au futur médecin l'intérêt que présente, tant pour lui que pour la 

collectivité, une revision de ses connaissances." Autrement dit, c'est lá un fait 

largement reconnu et il nous faut en rechercher les raisons, qui sont multiples. 

Les conséquences d'une formation professionnelle convenable sont très grandes; 

elles le sont surtout pour les prochaines années et pour la réalisation efficace 

des objectifs de l'ОMS; faute d'une telle formation, une bonne partie de nos 

projets risque d'aboutir à des échecs. La formation donnée dans les universités 
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s'oriente presque exclusivement vers la médecine de soins, le futur médecin 

considère que la seule mission de sa profession est d'entrer en rapports avec 

l'individu quand celui -ci est malade et uniquement pendant la durée de sa maladie. 

Certains aspects de l'organisation actuelle de la sécurité sociale ont contribué 

à renforcer l'idée que le rôle du médecin est uniquement un rôle de soins, limité 

à la période de maladie. Ces deux ordres de faits se conjuguent dans les sociétés 

actuelles pour engendrer une situation fausse dans laquelle les médecins, qui ont 

été uniquement orientés vers le soin des individus malades, manquent de la prépa- 

ration nécessaire pour saisir les nobles idéaux et les mécanismes complexes qu'exige 

la protection de la santé de leurs semblables. Nous savons que ce type de soins 

individuels est nécessaire, mais nous cavons aussi qu'il est incomplet, ear il 

néglige en grande partie les activités préventives, les rapports du malade avec 

son milieu, la manière dont ce malade s'incorporera dans la société après sa 

guérison clinique, laquelle n'implique pas toujours sa récupération totale. Le 

futur médecin apprend à diagnostiquer un processus hépatique ou un diabte mais il 

ignore qu'il y a dans son pays des dizaines de milliers d'enfants anоrmaux ou de 

diabétiques dont l'infirmité plus ou moins grave ou permanente peut et doit être 

modifiée, ce qui augmentera le bien -être de l'individu et de la société à, laquelle 

il appartient. On a tenté de remédier à cette situation, timidement d'ailleurs à 

mon avis, en introduisant la médecine sociale dans le programme des études de 

médecine, c'est --à -dire en ajoutant une discipline de plus, mais je crois que la 
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formation du médecin exige d'ici quelques minées un changement d'orientation 

radical car il est plus difficile d'obtenir plus tard un tel changement d'un médecin 

déjà formé, Bien souvent, l'acquisition post -universitaire des connaissances tech- 

niques qu'il faut avoir pour occuper un poste résulte plutôt d'un désir d'obtenir 

une situation stable que d'une véritable vocation; il faut donc que cette vocation 

possible s'éveille au sein de l'Université et pendant la période de formation. 

Je crois que l'OMS possède les moyens et l'autorité voulus pour exposer aux 

écoles de médecine ce que la société actuelle exige du corps médical et pour 

souligner que le s>in de la santé des peuples est quelque chose de plus que ce 

qu'on fait aujourd'hui et de non moins passionnant que l'examen momentané d'un 

tableau clinique intéressant. Bientôt se réunira la Deuxième Conférence mondiale 

de l'Enseignement de la Médecine; la première,qui s'est tenue à Londres en 1953, 

a été d'un extrême intérêt. L'015 devrait faire valoir ses vues lors de ces 

conférences. 

Je ne veux pas m'étendre ici sur une autre question que noua aurons l'occasion 

de traiter plus tard, celle de la recherche : i1 me reste en effet à m'excuser de 

la longueur de mon intervention et à remercier м. le Président de sa bienveillante 

attention et féliciter M. le Directeur général de l'orientation qu »аvе4'tant де 

sagesse et de constance il a su imprimer depuis des années à l'action de 1'OМS. 

The PRESIDENT : I now give the floor td the delegate of Czechoslovakia. 
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Dr STICH (Czechoslovakia) (translation from the Russian): Mr President, the 

Director -General's Report outlined the successes gained in the efforts to improve 

the health of the peoples of the world and pointed out the important problems which 

require effective solution by the governments of individual countries and by the 

World Health Organization. 

We in the Czechoslovak Republic know well from our own experience what a 

great deal of work must be done in this matter by the health services and medical 

science, and how much understanding must be shown and whit huge expenditures from 

the national income must be authorized by the government for the preservation of 

the health of the people. In our country, in which medical care (including 

medicaments and treatment at spas) is free of charge, expenditure on the health 

services amounts to 6 000 000 000 Czechoslovak crowns, or 6 per cent, of the State 

budget. Of course, considerably greater sums are allocated for environmental 

sanitation, the prevention of pollution of water and the atmosphere, the provision 

of drinking -water, the creation of healthy working conditions, the building of 

good houses and the supply of wholesome food - in other words for everything without 

which good health is impossible. 

In the number of physicians and other medical staff and the number of medical 

establishments, Czechoslovakia is among the richest countries of the world. Today 

there is one physician to every 616 inhabitants, and 12.2 beds in hospitals and 

other similar establishments for every 1000 inhabitants. Nevertheless we cannot 

say that all the needs of the population are already satisfied and we are striving 

to attain a still higher level. 
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The most important part of the Director- General's Report is that which deals 

with the elimination of the gap between the level of the health services in the 

developed and the under -developed countries. Our own experience in Czechoslovakia 

has shown how much effort and directed aid was required from the economically well- 

developed regions in order to eliminate the differences between the various parts 

of our country. Side by side with the economic development and construction 

going on in the eastern part of our Republic - Slovakia - many new medical estab- 

lishments are being built. For example, of thirteen new hospitals being constructed 

this year, ten are being built in Slovakia, in which not quite one -third of the 

population of the country live. 

On the international scale such help will, of course, require extensive 

support from WHO. 

We think it right that the activities of WHO should be directed above all to 

the control of infectious diseases. For this, the closest possible international 

co- operation is needed. The World Health Organization must, in this sphere 

particularly, become a truly "world" organization and fill in, as quickly as 

possible, those blanks still to be found on the WHO world map and in the WHO 

membership. 

We welcome also the efforts to protect the health of the peoples against new 

dangers, and especially against radiation. In this matter too, the health 

services must have a prophylactic approach. 
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Our country will do everything it can to help the President of this i.ѕѕеmb1у, 

whose election it welcomes, and the Director- General, for whose work it has great 

respect, in their efforts to make the World Health Organization as effective as 

possible in preserving the health of the peoples of the world. 

The PRESIDENT: I invite now to the rostrum the delegate of Ceylon. 

Dr ЕАгАSINGEAМ (Ceylon): Mr President, fellow delegates, ladies and gentlemen, 

may I, Mr President, at the very outset, offer an behalf of the Ceylon delegation 

our congratulations and felicitations on your election as President of this august 

Assembly? We have no doubt that under your wise guidance the proceedings of this 

Assembly will be brought to a successful conclusion. This is the first time that 

I have had the honour of representing my country at this Assembly and I am very, 

happy indeed to see around me the happy faces of delegates from all corners of the 

world. Their very presence is, in itself, an indication of the success this 

organization has achieved in uniting the nations of the world in its campaign for 

the prevention of disease and the promotion of health. 

On an occasion like this, it is customary to make a few observations on the 

report submitted by the Director -General. This year's report is of more than 

ordinary interest as it reviews the activities of the Organization during the 

first decade of its existence. Z must congratulate those responsible for this 

excellent production, which is in keeping with the importance of this occasion. 

It is, as stated by the Director -General, an extensive and critical study of the 

methods and means which this organization has adopted during the past decade to 
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gain its aims and objectives. There is no doubt that the work so far done by 

this organization has brought us nearer to the common goal of attaining the 

highest possible level of health for all peoples. 

The report itself highlights the achievements and pinpoints the difficulties. 

One of the difficulties, as already pointed out by the delegate of Iraq, has been 

the shortage of trained and even semi - trained personnel, which indeed is a problem 

common to most under-developed countries. The Director -General and his staff 

deserve to be congratulated on the admirable achievements of the Organization 

during the past ten years. 

Now that it has established itself on firm ground, it is my firm and fervent 

prayer that WHO Will steadfastly hold on to its aims and ideals in the years to 

come; for at the time when it was brought into being there were some misgivings 

as to whether these ideals would be adhered to. In fact, it recalls to my mind 

the remarks made by the Honourable Mr Bandaranaike before this Assembly, when he 

was the delegate of Ceylon, in 1950. As you are no doubt aware, Mr Bandaranaike 

is now our Prime Minister. This is what he said at that time: "We must never 

permit ourselves to lose sight of the essentially international and world character 

of this organization. We must never allow purely individual and national points 

of view to obscure our realз_zati on of this fundamental fact. " Mr President, I 

need not remind you that with the awakening of the masses of all countries to 

their rights and liberties, this has become the age of the common man and that, 

therefore, the activities of this organization should always be centered round the 

welfare of the common man. 
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The programme drawn up for this Assembly, particularly relating to the 

discussions on technical subjects, is of special interest to all of us in the 

South -Еаst Asia Region. The discussions on malaria eradication, health education 

and environmental sanitation are of particular interest, as these are the foremost 

problems in my country. 

I am glad to take this opportunity to inform you that intensive malaria 

control measures were instituted in my country during the year 1946 and that, 

within a period of about six years, the near eradication of malaria has been 

achieved. This fact, I am sure, is well known to all Member States. With a 

view to the successful control of malaria, we have now taken up the question of 

its eradication. In fact, the question of malaria eradication was taken up as 

far back as 1949 but at that time it was felt that the eradication of malaria was 

not a practical proposition under conditions obtaining in Ceylon, in view of the 

enormous expenditure involved. This decision was taken on the then prevailing 

concept that malaria eradication was only possible with concomitant eradication 

of the vector species. The question of malaria eradication was revived in 1956, 

subsequent to the passing of the resolution by the Eighth World Health Assembly 

in 1955 requesting all governments to intensify plans to eradicate malaria before 

the vector species developed resistance. 

Ii 1957, my country decided to launch a malaria eradication scheme. The 

scheme, as envisaged at that time, would involve eighteen million rupees for a 

period of five years. For this scheme, the International Co- operatiбn Administra- 

tion made a generous contribution of six million rupees and the implementation of 

the eradication programme was started in November 1958. However, certain changes 
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had to be made in the programme already planned, in view of changing circumstances 

and newer concepts of eradication, since the original programme had been drawn up 

as far back as 1956. Increased population, extensive jungle clearing and the 

influx of people into the newly opened areas are some of the changing circumstances. 

It has also been decided to switch over the system of passive surveillance to one 

of active surveillance. 

The revised five -year eradication scheme is estimated to cost twenty -six 

million rupees and my Government has to find ways and means of providing the extra 

eight million required to implement this revised scheme. The assistance of the 

WHO in the field of malaria has not yet been available to us, My country is 

therefore making an appeal to the Organization to contribute four and one half 

million rupees from the Malaria Eradication Special Fund which has been formed to 

assist Member States, like mine, whose financial resources are limited. I can 

give the assurance that, though eradication of malaria from Ceylon is an arduous 

task beset with many difficulties peculiar to the country, a bold and energetic 

attempt will be made to achieve it. 

It is axiomatic that every public health activity should have as its content 

health education. In my country it was only in 1915 that a Sanitation Department 

was established and health education formed one of its activities. From this 

period right up to 1953, the health education activities carried out were more in 

the nature of propaganda than health education. The progress made was also of a 

limited nature. The emphasis `was placed on the mass method of propaganda, which 
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had very little result in changing the behaviour and cultural patterns of the 

people. There was very little understanding of the felt needs of the people and 

getting the people themselves to be responsible for the improvement of their 

health and environment. 

Health education activities in the island were completely reorganized with 

the assistance of a WHO health education adviser whose services were made available 

to the country in 1953. Based on his recommendations, health education activities 

on recognized lines were inaugurated by the Ministry of Health in 1955. Recently, 

the present Director of Health Services of my country visited Russia as a member 

of a WHO- sponsored study tour. He had opportunities of seeing the work done in 

health education in that country and is thoroughly impressed by it. There is no 

doubt that, as a result of the discussions that the delegates will have on health 

education, certain decisions will be reached to give assistance to countries 

interested in this field, It is hoped that my country, which has been interested 

in health education for a number of years, will receive its due share. 

The problem of environmental sanitation is receiving the urgent attention of 

my Government. A pilot project, with WHO assistance, was established in 1955. 

Unfortunately, owing to the lack of adequate trained technical staff, the progress 

made by this project so far is not up to expectations. Due to poor environmental 

sanitation, there is a great deal of preventable disease in my country. One out 

of every seven patients that occupy a hospital bed and one out of every five 

patients treated at outdoor dispensaries is a victim of bowel infection from 

parasites or water -borne diseases. 
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In my country, there is another problem associated with insanitary environment. 

It is a problem of filariasis, which appears to be increasing and needs the urgent 

assistance of WHO. Filariasis is endemic in the western coastal belt of the 

country, in an area inhabited by nearly a million people. Coconut plantations 

and the fishing industry, which are two of the more important sources of revenue, 

are in this area. It is, therefore, very necessary to treat the problem of 

filariasis as an urgent one and to tackle it vigorously before it becomes too 

unwieldy. I would earnestly appeal to the гJorld Health Organization to give 

serious attention to the problem of filariasis in my country as well as other 

countries. 

The population problem is another matter that is causing my Government concern. 

+nгhеn this country joined WHO in 1948, it had a population of seven million, Тоdá7, 

the population is in the region of nine and a half million. It is perhaps true 

that Ceylon has one of the highest rates of population growth compared with other 

countries of the world. The population problem is regarded as a vital one and my 

Government is encouraging measures for the planning of families so as to safeguard 

the health of mother and child, while at the same time intensive measures are also 

being adopted for economic development of the country. 

The problem of old age is also becoming an important one in my country where 

the expectation of life at birth, which was thirty -four in 1921, has now been raised 

to sixty years. 

It remains for me now to thank the World (еalth Organization for all the 

assistance it has given us in the past years. It has assisted my country in 

various fields ranging from environmental sanitation to equipping a cancer inЁt >tute, 
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May I also be permitted to gratefully acknowledge all the assistance given us by 

Dr C. Mani, the Regional Director for South -Fast !.sia? 

The Director -General of the orld Health Organization honоure, . my country 

recently by paying us a visit and I am sure that he was then able to see for 

himself the use made of assistance from WHO. I am certain he is fully satisfied 

that every assistance given by WHO has been utilized to the maximum possible for 

the betterment of the health of the people of my country. 

hay I also take this opportunity, as this is the first year of the second 

decade, to express the wish that this Organization will do even better than in the 

previous decade and achieve the goal of positive health for all Member countries 

before the end of this decade. 

The SENT: Before I suspend this meeting for a period of fifteen minutes, 

I think it will be advisable to announce that the following speakers will be called 

to the rostrum in this order. First, the delegate of the 'United Arab Republic, 

next the delegate of Poland, followed by the delegates of Israel, the United Kingdom 

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, France and Norway. 

In suspending; this meeting I would again remind you of the help that you can 

give to the secretariat of the technical discussions by registering during this 

interval if you have not already done so. 

The meeting was suspended at 11.10 a.m, and resumed at 11.30 a.m• 
La'séance est suspendue de 11h.10 á 11h.30 
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Tho РR SL)Eј�T : I invite to the rostrum the delegate of the United 

Arab Republic. 

le Dr EL AZ1EH (Répuъlique Arabe Unie) : Monsieur le Président, mes chers 

collègues, j'ai l'honneur de prendre la parole pour la première fois dans cette 

réunion au sommet pour les questions sanitaires dans le monde afin de traiter 

des pr ob èmes de l'humanité, sous l'angle de laquelle il ne saurait y avoir de 

divergences de vues sur les buts à atteindre. 

Je voudrais d'abord féliciter de son êlection N. le Président, pour qui 

nous avons la plus haute estime, puis féliciter également le Conseil exécutif 

pour son rapport judicieux. Je remercie aussi М. le Directeur général, non 

seulement pour son dévouement â la cause humaine mais surtout pour son élan et 

son dynamisme, ainsi que les membres du Secrétariat qui ont aidé l'Organisation 

mondiale de la Santé á faire de 1958 une belle année constructive. 

Chers collègues, je viens d'un pays qui fut longtemps le berceau de la 

civilisation et qui fixa las premières normes de l'humanité. Plus que par le 

passé, nous échangeons nos littératures, nos cultures, las produits de nos 

industries, nos sentiments, car maintenant dans le monde les distances sont abolies. 

C�ttе évolution nous a conduits á une ère nouvelle à laquelle il faut des idées 

nouvelles et cellas -ci naissent aujourd'hui dans des organisations mondiales telles 

que la nôtre. L'Organisation mondiale de la Sarbté a accompli un travail Énorme 

mais celui qui lui rasta à faire est gigantesque. 
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Messieurs, le citoyen, dans son foyer primitif et lointain au -delà des 

mers et des déserts, Écoute et voit comment vivent las plus fortunés. Il les 

jalouse, mais, diminué par la maladie, il jette le doute sur la justice humaine. 

Avec la science, un faisceau de lumière a pénétré las esprits dans les régions 

les plus éloignées. La volute de lutter pour acheter la santé est née, quoique 

encore restreinte, car cas gens, avec leurs faibles moyens, ne peuvent encore 

qu'acheter le pain qui leur permet de vivre. Au nom de ces millions de per- 

sonnes, au narra de l'humanité qui s'est unie en cette Organisation pour soulager 

la misère, je demande aux pays fortunés de nous aider à Élецer le niveau do nos 

responsabilités at cela en élevant le chiffre de notre budget, que j'espère voir 

doubler dans l'exercice de l'année à venir. Je pense encore aux gens qui 

s'emploient à répandre le mal alors que nous le combattons. Je ne peux vraim.:nt 

que blâmer ceux qui dépensent des milliards pour créer des moyens de destruction 

de plus en plus puissants alors que nous plions sous le poids du mal deja 

existant et que, pour relever le chiffre de notre budget da quelques milliers, 

il nous faut faire des prouesses. Que de peine et de souci auraient étê évités 

si les responsables, dans un moment de réflexion, s'étaient écriés : "Arr©tons là 

cette inversion de la pensée humaine at songeons au salut d© l'humanité. 

Е nployons toutes nos forces à résoudre les problèmes qui se posent déjà â 

l'homme sans nous ingénier à en créer d'autreэo" 

Messieurs, je m'arréterai sur quelques aspects des travaux décidés par 

l'Assemьlée de la Santé et sur le rapporé de notre Directeur g�nèral. 
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L'éradication est une conception quia fait naitrе le0rgani.sation mondiale 

de la Santé, Si elle ntest pas nouvelle en soi, elle lfеst cependant en tant 

que concept pratique et hardi qui, pour devenir effectif, a eu besoin du 

déйouemеnt des dirigeants et des responsables et de leur volonté de ne pas 

accepter la défaite. Dans la lutte contre le paludisme, la République Arabe Unie 

a immédiatement répondu A l арpеl lancé et elle a apporté sa contribution 

fine nciérе pour l'éradication de cette maladie. Elle invite les distingues 

delegues de cette Assemblée A faire un effort suprême pour mener ce projet á 

bonne fino 

Toujours en partant du même principe, j approuve avec force le Directeur 

,général lorsqufil sous gne la nécessité de procéder á lzaddu,;,tion d'eau potable 

dans les régions qui en sont privées. Une 'belle entrepris:- revêt une importance 

majeure, non pas pour lа poursuite de la lutte contre un grand nombre de maladies, 

mais bien pour leur éradication, 

Je mtarrête aussi sur le rapport du Directeur général (estes officiels No 90), 

basé sur les rapports des Directeurs régionaux, et dans lequel i1 est indiqué que, 

malgré las remarquables progrés réalisés depuis dix ans, nombreux parmi les 

obstacles rencontrés A 1t origine sont ceux qui demeurent inchangés, Je pense 

quten signalant ce fait, le Directeur général a montré qu'il nous incombait la 

rеs nnsabilité de trouver des solutions adéquantes á ces problèmes. Il est inad- 

missible en effet que l'on reste si longtemps sans les résoudre, на délégation 

propose donc á cette AssemЫée qu'elle prenne une décision définitive pour 

surmonter les difficultés qui ont été portées á notre connaissance. 
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Je prends note aussi de l ►Année internationale de la Santé et de la 

Recherche médicale. Ce projet d'importance vitale est très délicat. Il traite 

de l ►homme, de sa nature, de son complexe, de son abstrait. Je demande A 

l'Assemb1ée de n'adopter de résolution définitive á cet égard qu'après múre 

réflexion et une étude approfondie par des personnes compétentes. 

Monsieur le Président, honorables délégués, notre délégation est fière de 

l'effort commun accompli au sein de cette Organisation, qui est en fait le 

tremplin d'où chacun de nous prend son élan pour s'acquitter au mieux de la 

táche qui lui incombe. 

The PRЕSIDENТ :. I now give the floor to the delegate of Poland. 

Dr KOZUSZNIK (Poland) Mr President, fellow delegates. Before making 

any remarks concerning the report of the Director -General on the work of 

WHO in 1958, and before any observat Оns concerning the activities of the 

World Health Organization in the near future, I should like to express, on 

behalf of my delegation, my sincere congratulations to Sir John Charles on 

his election as President of the Twelfth World Health Assembly. Sir John Charles 

is known as an eminent public health leader, not only in Great Britain but 

also in international health work. 
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At the same time, I should like to express my delegation's thanks and admiration to 

the President of the Eleventh World Uealth Assembly, Dr Leroy Burney, for his 

effective work. 

Taking note of the Director -General's r•_ ort on the future activities cif WHO, 

I do not think that it is necessary to go into details during the general discussion. 

I should like to draw the attention of the Health Assembly to some problems which, in 

my opinion, are important. 

Firstly, much more care and attention must be paid to international co- operation 

in the field of the health problems. It is true that we must see and solve the 

health problems of today, but we must also think of the health problems of tomorrow, 

which will be even larger and more complex. 

I can say, on the basis of experience in my own country, that international 

collaboration and exchange of knowledge and experience, as well as international 

assistance can be very useful aids in the solution of national health problems. 

From time to time, we have in my country certain difficulties in the solution 

of some health problems. In such cases, we appreciate receiving the assistance of 

international organizations and of other countries. On this occasion, I should like 

to thank, in the name of our Polish children, the United Nations Children's Fund for 

their assistance which has been and still is given. I would also like to express 

my gratitude to the WHO Regional Office for Europe, headed by Dr Van de Calseyde, for 

showing far -reaching understanding of our needs, particularly in the field of post- 

graduate training. 
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On the other hand Poland is ready to offer the achievements of her experience 

in the field of promotion of health, prevention and treatment of disease, medical 

rehabilitation, medical training and medical research. The Director -General said 

yesterday that it would be very useful to include the national scientific institutes 

in the scheme of international co- operation. We have fourteen scientific institutes, 

whereas before the war we had only two. We now have 422 chairs in medical schools 

though before the war we had only 121. We have also gained some experience in 

undergraduate training and post- graduate training of physicians. Immediately after 

the war, there were only about seven thousand five hundred physicians in Poland. 

Now we have more than twenty -four thousand. We shall be glad to put at the disposal 

of other countries some fellowships in our research institutes and medical schools. 

Poland has achieved much in many fields of health, for example, in the 

communicable diseases - particularly venereal diseases and tuberculosis - as also in 

the field of organization of health services - especially in social and occupational 

health; organization of medical 

child health; dental health and 

substances. Our legislation in 

tuberculosis control act, should 

care; health education of the public; maternal and 

the production of drugs and other therapeutic 

the field of health problems, for instance the 

also be of great interest. Poland's achievements 

and experience in the health field are particularly valuable because they were attained 

under most difficult circumstances due to the lack of specialists and the very 

difficult economic situation caused by wounds left after the last war and the Hitlerite 

occupation. 
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Very often, possibilities of assistance are limited by the financial resources 

at the disposal of the Organization. Members can however put at the disposal of 

the World Health Organization other means, for example, now Poland, as a first step 

in this direction, is able to offer Dr7T powder to the value of about eighty thousand 

dollars for the malaria eradication programme. May I express my hope that our 

improving economic situation and constantly increasing industrial production will 

soon permit us substantially to increase our contribution to the work of WHO? I would 

like to stress that forms of international co- operation exist and that international 

co- operation and assistance can play a substantial role in the promotion of health 

and prevention of disease. 

Secondly, the Director- General said yesterday that particular attention should 

be paid to international relationships in the control of communicable diseases, for 

which there are no frontiers between countries. In my opinion, the same attention 

should be paid to some aspects of environmental sanitation. This concerns air and 

water pollution and contamination of soil acd foodstuffs. Particular attention 

should be paid to the radioactive contamination of soil, air, water, and foodstuffs. 

My third and last remark concerns the International Health and Medical Research 

Year. In my opinion, it is necessary to mobilize all national and international 

bodies responsible for health services; among the agencies of the United Nations, 

The Atomic Energy Agency, the International Labour Office, the Food and Agriculture 

Organization and the United Nations Children's Fund should actually participate in 

the organization of this Year. 
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To end my remarks may I also be permitted to express my delegation's thanks 

for the untiring efforts and fruitful work of the administration of the World Health 

Organization, headed by Dr Candau, its eminent Director -General? 

In conclusion, Mr President, allow me to express my desire for further successes 

in our common tak - the promotion and protection of world health. 

The PRESIDENT: I now invite to the rostrum the delegate of Israel. 

Dr SYMAN (Israel): Mr President, fellow delegates, it is a year today since 

we met at the memorable gathering in Minneapolis and here we are again in this 

familiar hall in Geneva, starting another Health Assembly. 

The commemorative meeting last year gave us a good opportunity of stock - taking 

and of evaluating the achievements of the Organization during its first ten years. 

In addition, we agreed on certain goals and objectives for future development. 

It is indeed gratifying to find already in the report for 1958 - the first year 

of the second decade - many indications of the application of these objectives and 

ideas. In particular, we find reflected in it the widening of the concept of 

control of communicable diseases to that of eradication; important in -roads made in 

the field of chronic and degenerative diseases; a greater attention to research and 

scientific evaluation as a basis for work in public health and a growing emphasis 

on long -term planning in relation to all the activities of the Organization. 
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We saw with great interest a new venture forecast in this report, namely the 

more active participation of WHO in medical research. We all believe that research 

activities should be the concern of the Organization. We think that this Assembly 

should give careful consideration to this matter and also try to delineate as clearly 

as possible the role of WHO in this field. It is obvious, as pointed out in the 

report, that some scientific problems cannot be solved within the boundaries of 

individual countries only. We strongly believe, however, that the Organization's 

role should be primarily that of stimulating and co- ordinating national efforts rather 

than replacing them. There are also no doubt many countries - particularly among 

the smaller ones - which, while restricted financially, have the potential and 

man -power for excellent scientific work and those countries could be greatly 

strengthened in developing their research activities. 

We certainly look forward with great interest to the plans in this field which 

the Director -General has undertaken to present to this Assembly for consideration. 

There is another important field to which we shall have to pay increasing 

attention in the future .- that of mental health. Mental illness is one of the 

foremost public health problems today. While the total amQint of mental disorder 

cannot be safely determined, we know that in many countries it fills more than half 

the total number of hospital beds, while many more mentally disabled are to be found 

outside institutions. Mental disturbances are very often significant factors in 

criminal behaviour, delinquency, suicide, arug addiction. While these disorders 

are said to be less prevalent in economically under -developed countries, the rapid 

economic and cultural changes in those countries may be an important factor threatening 

their mental health. 
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These may seem problems too big to handle; but fortunately great strides 

have been made during the last few years in recognizing the etiological factors, 

thus enabling us to prevent many of these disorders. Great advances in treatment 

have been achieved and so we think the time has come for a concerted effort in this 

field. In this connexion, we would like to broach the idea of a World Mental 

Health Year sponsored for 1960 by the World Federation of Mental Health. It seems 

to us imperative that WHO should play a decisive part in this world -wide campaign 

against mental illness and for better mental health. 

The success of the work of the Organization and its ability to discharge 

adequately its responsibilities depend, to a great extent, on the manner in which 

the staff implement and carry out the detailed programmes. Here a word of 

appreciation is certainly due to the Secretariat and we are glad to observe the 

proposed modifications in the structure of the headquarters, announced in the report. 

We are confident that it will improve even the work cf this very efficient body 

and enable it to adjust even better to the reassessed priorities and the growing 

responsibilities of the World Health Organization. 

On the other hand it remains clear that the Organization cannot do its work 

alono; it must work for, with and through the governments of its Member States. 

I am glad to state that during the last year again much has been done by WHO in 

extending assistance and advice to the different countries, thus providing national 

health administrations with the means to apply world -wide experience to their own 

health needs and problems. My country, too, has been the grateful recipient of 

such well -directed assistance. 
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We in Israel can look back on much progress made during the last year in the 

field of publie health, as measured with the accepted yardstick of vital 

statistics. We were able to register a further lowering of the infant mortality 

rate which in 1958 reached a figure of 30.9 per thousand live births. The general 

mortality remains low - 6.3; the tuberculosis mortality went down further to the 

very low figure of less than five per hundred thousand. Life expectancy is now 

about sixty -eight years for men and seventy years for women. 

However there are still many health problems disturbing us greatly and, far 

from being solved, the morbidity for enteric fevers as an example - particularly 

that for infantile diarrhoea - is still unduly high; nutritional disorders are 

still to be found, for example a rather frequent nutritional anaemia, The state 

of personal and environmental hygiene is, in many places, still far from satis- 

factory. It seems to us that these backlogs stem from the particular setting of 

our country with its rapid development and unstable population, consisting of very 

diversified elements, caught in the struggle for adjustment to a new social and 

cultural environment. A solution to these social and cultural problems and a 

better health education are what is needed in addition to the satisfactory medical 

services already available. 

We are grateful to the World Health Organization for its understanding of our 

special needs and for the assistance given in creating a modern department of social 
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medicine in our medical school whose main work will be to zolve the problems 

mentioned. 

In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, to which my country belongs, it was 

possible, last year for the first time, to convene both sub -committees of 

which the Regional Committee is temporarily composed. This has made possible 

our more active participation in the work of the Region. We feel confident 

that goodwill on the part of all those concerned and the desire for peaceful 

co- operation will enable us to increase our share in the health progress of 

the area. 

Through objective discussion of common problems there comes better 

understanding. We sincerely hope that this Assembly will bring us much 

nearer to such understanding among the nations, thus contributing greatly to 

world peace. 

Finally, Mr. President, may I congratulate you on your election to this 

high and honoured post. My delegation and, I am sure, all the others assembled 

here will endeavour to extend to you fullest co- operation, in order to make 

this Assembly under your guidance a very successful one. Thank you. 

The PRESIDENГ: I invite to the rostrum the delegate of the United Kingdom 

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 
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Sir Kenneth COWAN (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland): 

Mr. President, it is a great personal pleasure to me and a great honour to our 

delegation to be able to address you as the titular head of this great 

international organization. Those of us who have the privilege of working 

with you closely are fully aware of the qualities you possess and will bring 

to bear in your high office - a great breadth of knowledge, erudition and 

scholarship, many years of practical experience in problems of health and 

disease and a capacity for serenity and tolerance which will be reflected in 

your guidance of the work of this Assembly. In offering our congratulations 

we are more than conscious of our good fortune. To Dr Burney, we would like 

to express our thanks for the able and charming way in which he has discharged 

his responsibilities during his occupation of the presidential chair. 

The Report of the Director -General is not only a record of achievements 

over the past year but, in series with its predecessors, is a valuable work 

of reference on up -to -date practice in the fields of public health and social 

medicine. There are one or two items on which I would like particularly to 

comment. 

I agree with the delegate of Israel that it is gratifying to know that 

the World Health Organization has embarked on a long -term programme for the 

study of the epidemiology of mental disorders and that studies will also be 

made on social psychiatry as well as on the mental health problems of aging. 
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Advances in the treatment of mental illness have produced a stimulus for further 

consideration of all aspects of mental disease. The erstwhile custodial role 

of the mental hospital has changed to one of active treatment, the minimum of 

segregation aid the mad.mum use of the resources oftherapy for short -term hospital 

care. New drugs, electrotherapy and surgery together with a greater emphasis on 

the voluntary admission of patients to hospital have altered old concepts and 

traditions, and short -term treatment by curative methods is now practicable for 

many patients who hitherto lapsed into chronic mental illness. 

Experiments in the prevention, treatment and after -care of mental disease 

by the integration of the mental hospital service into the community are increasing, 

and one such study is being undertaken in England, at Graylingwell Mental Hospital, 

with the object of discovering whether the provision of large -scale psychiatric 

treatment on an out -patient basis can materially affect the great annual increase 

of admissions to the mental hospital. This community service is centred upon a 

d.y hospital providing active treatment for twenty to thirty patients; the staff 

consists of three psychiatrists, occupational therapists, psychiatric social 

workers, an almoner, and the requisite number of nurses. As a result of the 

activities of this group of workers carrying out intensive care of patients in the 

day hospital and in their own homes it is claimed that there has been a reduction 

of 56 per cent, in the number of patients admitted to the local mental hospital. 

This reduction has been highest among voluntary patients where admissions were 

halved during the year and has affected chiefly the type of patient likely to be 

admitted to an admission or observation unit. It is quite clear that further 

studies on similar lines will be of value as will extended research into the 

epidemiological and social aspects of mental illness. 
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The increase in coronary disease in recent years has rеsulted in intensive 

research work amongst clinicians and laboratory workers but, as with mental 

illness, the same attention has not been paid to epidemiological and social 

factors in its causation. In October 1958 an Expert Committee on Cardiovascular 

Diseases and Hypertension met in Geneva to discuss the criteria for epidemiological 

studies. It pointed out the urgent necessity of establishing the true frequency 

of coronary heart disease, hypertension and related conditions in countries at 

various stages of development through the study of representative and comparable 

samples of their populations. In laboratories and hospitals extensive research 

into the basic underlying causes of coronary disease and its treatment is being 

undertaken by individuals and groups of workers. But although factors related 

to diet, nutrition, exercise, social class, occupation and stress as well as 

genetic factors may have important implications in the etiology of this condition, 

the amount of clinical research has not been matched by epidemiological investi- 

gation, 

These are matters which will merit the consideration of the Assembly when they 

deal with the future research programme, 

The Director - General again comments this year on the relationship of the 

development of nuclear energy to health and there is one aspect of the hazards 

of ionizing radiations which may interest members of the Assembly. Two years ago 

I mentioned the conclusion reached by the Medical Research Council in England that 

the dangers of indiscriminate radiological examination warranted investigation and 

that my Government had set up a committee under the chairmanship of Lord Adrian 

to examine the whole subject, 
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That committee has now produced an interim report with particular reference 

to mass radiography practice. It concludes that the benefits far outweigh any 

genetic or somatic hazards there might be to the adult population from the small 

amount of radiation involved, but makes a number of recommendations to eliminate 

any unnecessary radiation. Further shielding of apparatus used for mass 

radiography is suggested and the committee considers the use of mass radiography 

for the X -ray examination of schoolchildren to be undesirable. The report also 

states "5o long as the incidence of tuberculosis in pregnant women continues at 

its present level radiological examination of the chest is desirable. A single 

examination during pregnancy should normally be sufficient and should be made by 

the use of full -size film with stringent limitation of field size. This will 

minimize the radiation of the mother and foetus". 

Now in view of these recommendations, steps have been taken in the United 

Kingdom to modify existing apparatus for mass miniature X -ray examination and to 

exclude schoolchildren and expectant mothers from the operations of mass 

radiography units. 

The committee is continuing its investigations of other forms of radiography 

and does not intend to make comprehensive recommendations until its survey of 

present practice has covered the whole field. It has, however, made some 

preliminary suggestions on the means of reducing the amount of radiation from 

radiography generally, and those who are interested may find this report to be of 

value as a contribution to the reduction of health hazards from radiological 

examinations. 
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I have dealt, Mr President, at some length with three problems which are of 

major concern in western countries, and in which WHO is playing an important 

part through the collection and dissemination of information. The Director -General 

and his staff are to be congratulated on their progressive efforts to deal with 

the complexities of our civilization and to minimize the dangers to health which 

run hand in hand with progress. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Sir Kenneth. I invite to the rostrum the delegate 

of the Philippines. 

Mr SAMONTE (Philippines): Mr President, ladies and gentlemen, the distinguished 

delegation of France has kindly consented to allow the delegation of the Philippines 

the use of its speaking time. For this reason, on behalf of the delegation of 

the Philippines, I would like to express our sincere gratitude to that delegation. 

I would also like to express the hearty felicitations of our delegation to 

Sir John Charles on his election to the presidency of the Twelfth World Health 

Assembly, to his distinguished colleagues, our three vice -presidents, and to the 

Director -General, Dr Candau, for his scholarly report on the work of the World 

Health Organization for the year 1958. 

My observation this morning will be very short and has to do with the difficulty 

of the delegation of the Philippines in discharging effectively what it considers 

its duty at this conference, that is, its duty to be useful. At this moment the 

Assembly is supposed to be reviewing the reports of the Executive Board on its 

twenty-se'ond and twenty -third sessions, and also of the report of the Director - 

General on the work of the World Health Organization in 1958 - all in themselves 

voluminous and important reports. 
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The delegation of the Philippines feels that the review of these reports is 

a highly vital, if not the most important, function of this plenary body. It 

shares the sentiments expressed here yesterday afternoon by the distinguished 

spokesman of the Netherlands delegation, when he commented on his delegation's 

predicament as a result of the rather belated distribution of these reports - 

particularly as concerned the proposal to observe an International Health and 

Medical Research Year. This proposal requires important consultations not only 

with the government agencies charged with health and medical research work, but 

also with related non -governmental agencies. To be able to make an intelligent, 

critical review of the reports, with all their innumerable, ramifying references, 

one must have the necessary material and time to scrutinize and evaluate it, 

a thing that was not possible in the present case and will be even less possible 

in the future, as the work of the World Health Organization expands to new fields 

of activity. 

The delegation of the Philippines, therefore, respectfully suggests that 

the Director -General look into the feasibility of getting these reports distributed 

to the delegates sufficiently early, in the sincere hope that henceforward it 

will be possible for the delegates of this plenary Assembly to participate in its 

deliberations more fruitfully and more effectively. 

The PRESIDENT: I now invite to the rostrum the delegate of Norway. 
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Dr EVANG (Norway): Mr President, dear fellow delegates, let me first add my 

congratulations and felicitations to those of many others. It was my hope and 

also my conviction, Mr President, that you would in your presidential address give 

us new food for thought and consideration. You have r•ertainly done so, in your 

own masterly style. In addition you have already demonstrated your ability to 

handle this body, the :assembly (a rather heterogeneous body in marry ways), in such 

a way that confidence in the Chair has been fully established from the very first 

moment. 

I took the floor to comment very briefly upon a few aspects of the Report 

of the Director- General. At this turning -point in the history of the World Неаltl! 

Organization, when we start a new decade, it is of course appropriate, as he did, to dir 

cot our eyes for a moment to the past - but only as a means of underlining the present 

position of the Organization and, even more, of stressing the tasks of the future. 

The records of WНO are open to the world. We have no secret intelligence service; 

we have no hidden diplomacy; we have no dor'uments or blueprints marked "top secret" 

or even "secret ". The health of the population of the world is the concern 

of this organization, meaning that it is the collective concern of the responsible 

health authorities of the Member States. But it is also, in another more pressing 

and dominating way, the concern of that very population of the world itself. We 

are therefore glad that the records of the World Health Organization are open to 

everybody, and we are quite sure that they will so continue. 

The Organization has during its ten years of life, as the very basis of it) 

existence, built upon the idea of being a service organization to the peoples of 

the world; and the consequence is, and must e, that those countries which need 
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us most urgently should also have the most extensive services. While certain 

tasks must necessarily have pricrity, a matter to which I will refer in a moment, 

it is already perfectly clear that no health problem should be alien to WHO if a 

Member State asks for assistance or advice. With a slight modification of a 

classical quotation we might say ".rhil medicorum a me alienum puto ". 

The most remarkable presentation of the Director- General yesterday, marked 

perhaps even more than on similar occasions by his sincerity, his plain horse sensо, 

and his realistic public health approach, was (as I see it) highlighted by four 

points which, in the context in which they were presented, lifted his report to 

one of real statesmanship in health policy of the world today. And I would like 

to touch briefly upon thе е four points. 

Firstly, as you will recall, the Director- General underlined the gigantic 

task - yet with an attainable goal - of malaria eradication, mentioning at the 

same time the possibility of extending the teem "eradication" to smallpox and 

certain other diseases. Many of you will no doubt recall the shoulder -shrugging 

which was encountered when the rather revolutionary term of "eradication" was 

mentioned in this Assembly for the first time. Voices were heard warning against 

over -optimism and such an "unbiological" way of thinking. Now we are familiar 

with the term. We know that it is justified to use it if, and on n 
'.'.',`` c, *� that, 

we have the foresight, the tenacity, and the will to spend enough money in applying 

simple methods over which we have full control. This is a tough, routine field 

operation on a world scale, and the way in which WHO has been able to assist 

governments in the planning, financing and execution of these plans to my mind 
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demonstrates the strength of the Organization as a working body, as a well - 

established going -concern in the direct operational fight against disease. 

The Director -General also mentioned the fellowships programme as a success. 

I fully agree with him. He might have mentioned a series of other activities of 

WHO which pay surprisingly high dividends. The campaigns against yaws and 

venereal diseases, for example, the tuberculosis campaign, the epidemiological 

intelligence service, the development and strengthening of national health services, 

assistance in the field of medical education, etc. etc. 

I will leave this point, however, and turn to the second point to which the 

Director- General referred, namely, research - the new, vast field which we are 

cordially invited to enter, precipitated by the most generous gift of certain 

Member countries. I said "new "; that is, of course, not quite correct. 1410 

has directly, but mostly indirectly, already been stimulating and co- ordinating 

research on a small scale, but nevertheless with good results. We shall have an 

opportunity later in this Assembly to study in detail the proposals for activity 

in this field. And of course we should take a positive attitude, not only 

because this will add authority and prestige to the Organization, but because 

research is an indispensable part of all activities in the field of health. 

At this point, would you permit me to make two remarks. Research is a long- 

term undertaking. WHO should therefore not commit itself before means are secured 

for a sufficiently long period, say, five or ten years. Secondly, and what is 

more important, the strength and the unique position of WHO in the family of 

United Nations organizations is based on the fact that we are an operating agency 

in the field. Exactly ten years ago, at the Second Wor',d Health Assembly, in 
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1949 in Rome, this principle was firmly established, as a result partly of course 

of the regionalization of the Organization. While many international organizations 

work in the field of research, and while tremendous amounts of money are being 

spent on it, WHO is the only real international body of a governmental nature 

working in the field of health on an operational basis. Here we are indispensable. 

May I express the hope, therefore, that the reearch programme of WHO is, 

from the very beginning, geared to the operational aspect; and, of course, that 

the funds which we shall spend on research will in no way detract from the already 

existing functions of WHO. We are not invited, like a child, to throw away the 

old toys to play with the new; we are invited, as grown -up and responsible 

members of a working team to expand our functions if we have the strength. 

In his third point the Director -General struck, as you will recall, a note 

of a more sordid nature. In speaking of environmental sanitation Dr landau 

stated, and I think rightly so, that WHO had not succeeded in stimulating the 

interest in environmental sanitation to a sufficiently high degree. Pilot 

projects, he stated, were not utilized as examples. As a matter of fact he drew 

our attention to the fact that, on a global scale, a deterioration might have 

taken place over these ten years of the existence of WHO. 

We should be most thankful to the Director- General for reminding us of this 

fact which is the more worrying since environ:..:atal sanitation has been put up 

as one of the activities of the highest priority in WHO 'rom the earliest days. 

When we talk of environmental sanitation, of course, we think of water, refuse 
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disposal, sewage. Now it has become necessary to add radioaotive fall -out and 

other sources of radiation, occupational hazards, control of food and drugs, 

accidents on roads, and many other things. Another and even wider aspect is now 

entering into WHO - to which several of the speakers before me have referred - 

namely, that "environment" also includes social, economic, educational and other 

factors. And thereby environmental sanitation in the widest sense of the term 

also includes mental hygiene, a problem which is now coming to the foreground, 

not only in the more advanced, but also in the less -advanced countries of the 

world. 

The fourth and final point in the Director -General's presentation referred 

to the tremendous tasks still before us in helping to solve the problems of the 

so- called technically under -developed countries of the world. Here he touched 

in fact, to my mind, on the very guiding principle, the over-riding philosophy 

of this organization: to serve those Member countries which have the greatest 

need of our services. 

The Director- General most appropriately reminded us of a fact which is easily 

forgotten in the beautiful, pleasant - Т should perhaps not say luxurious - 

surroundings of Geneva. We should, as health officers collectively responsible 

for the progress of the health of the peoples of the world, never forget that 

these conditions which we meet here are not the living conditions of the majority 

of our fellow men. To make it more clear, Mr President, let us face the 

unpleasant fact that approximately one -half of the population of the world still 

live and spend their lives - if we are willing to use such a strong exprfIssion as 

"lives" - in poor villages: in huts built from the material available, be it mud, 
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clay, wood, stone, or leaves; without furniture, even of the simplest type; 

without any type of sanitary installation; with no schools; no regular health 

services of a preventive or curative kind. Therefore, the fundamental health 

problems of the population of the world are still the "big four ": communicable 

diseases, maternal and child health, environmental sanitation, and nutrition. 

Having, so far, Mr President, deviated precariously from your wise recipe 

for a good speech, may I try to adjust myself at the end by telling a story. 

While travelling in Mexico, with a very good friend and prominent member of this 

organization - the late Dr Zozaya of that country - on a beautiful autostrada, 

I remember we saw a village through the haze at some distance. We could see it 

clearly and Dr Zozaya said "Look at that village; There may be three hundred or, 

perhaps, four hundred people there. If a bomb fell and eradicated that village, 

nobody would notice. There are no roads to the village, as you can see. There 

are no schools; no taxes are paid. We do not serve these people and they do not 

serve us. Our task" he said (and I think he put in a nutshell the greatest and 

fundamental health problem of the world at the present time) - "our task is to 

make these people citizens of their own country." 

Perhaps Dr Zozaya was too pessimistic. On many occasions now we have seen 

that even a poor village cannot any longer be destroyed by lack of food, by floods, 

by actions of war, or by any other outside destructive forces, without the conscience 

of the world being moved. This is perhaps the most heartening and encouraging 

trend in the post -war world haunted by aggression, hate and mutual distrust. 



А12/VR/5 
page 66 

And I am most thankful to you, Mr Director -General, for having referred to this 

optimistic fact in your last remark. It demonstrates the remarkable and 

unprecedented growth of international solidarity and responsibility - we are in 

the same boat. I interpret the remarks of the Director-General on this final 

point to mean that, in his opinion, this should also be the guiding star of our 

young but extremely vigorous organization. We, as medical men, have, of course, 

less difficulty than perhaps any other group in finding a common, scientifically 

sound platform from which we can put into practical operation the human solidarity 

for which the world is asking. 

The PRESIDENT: Before we disperse this morning, I would like to remind you 

of the programme for this afternoon and give you a list of the remaining speakers. 

There will not be a meeting of the Committee on Credentials this afternoon as was 

suggested. yesterday. There will, however, be meetings of the two Main Committees, 

starting at 2.30 p.m. At 4 o'clock this afternoon, there will be another plenary 

meeting. I have before me a list of twelve delegations who wish to be heard and 

I will read them out. If any delegations have been omitted, or if there are still 

other delegations wishing to be heard, I shall be glad to be informed. Here is 

the list: Portugal, Peru, Viet Nam, USSR, France, United States of America, 

Pakistan, Korea, Sudan, Nepal, Belgium and Austria. 

Now I propose to invite to the rostrum at 4 o'clock the delegate of Portugal, 

and thereafter, the delegates of Peru, Viet Nam and the US2R, in that order. I 

would also remind members of the General Committee that there is a meeting of that 

committee at 5.30 p.m., which indicates to you approximately the time at which the 

plenary session must end. 

The meeting _rose at 12.30 p. m. 

La séance est levée à 12h,30, 


