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I n connexion with the item before the Assembly on co-operation with other 

agencies the International Committee on Military Medicine and Pharmacy xd ahss to 

bring to the notioe of the World Health Assembly an initiative that was quite 

recently taken at its request under the auspices and with the collaboration of the 

Swiss Medical Service, the International Red Gross Goramittee, the League of 

Red Cross Societies and the World Medical .association. This i n i t i a t i v e , in 

respect of which we have also requested the support of the Secretariat of the World 

Health Organization, comes completely within the scope of the activities of that 

body, that is to say, i t is concerned with the improvement of conditions for the 

practice of medicine. 

The International Courrait tee on Military Medicine and Pharmacy (10МЫР), which 

is an intergovernmental organization recognised by WHO, has for several years been 

dealing with the problem of raising the level of the professional ski l l of mil itary 

medical off icers . 

At the Twenty-first Session of IC'MMP Conferences (held in Paris in Apr i l l a s t ) , 

and outstanding report showed the importance of ensuring a high standard in the 

Medical Serviee having regard to the fact that, in any conflict , the victims may be 

treated by the medical officers of either of the two opposing armies, according to 

the vicissitudes of w a r . It is therefore essential , in the interest of the victims 

themselves, that, on both sides of the fighting-line, the practice of the medical 

profession should be guaranteed to be of irreproachable technical perfection and in 

accordance with the same deontological, moral and humanitarian laws f u l l y ensuring 

its efficiency. From this , the conclusion follows immediately that a l l medical 

officers of all the armies in the world should have the saine training and the same 

education. 
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The Twenty-first Session adopted a recommendation stressing, in particular, 

"the importance of meetings of military medical officers of the different nations 

for the purpose of studying the great medic о-military problems of the technique, 

organization and humanization of warfare" , and the ICHMP drew up a practical plan 

which was immediately taken up by the Medical Service of the Swiss Federal Army. 

The President of the Swiss Confederation gave his assent to an International 

Refresher Course for young military medical officers on active service or in the 

reserve to take plaoe at the Macolin Centre for instruction in gymnastics and 

sport. The агщу medical services of all countries have been invited to send a 

certain number of young medical officers to this Course. Further, the Course is 

open to all army medical officers on the reserve list who apply for admission and 

also to all medical officers attaohed to Red Cross services. To this end, the 

League of Red Cross Societies has sent a circular to all its national sections 

drawing the attention of their medical personnel to the advantages to be gained 

from their attendance. 

The programme drawn up for this Course, besides some items of direct interest 

for military medical officors, such as the organization of army medical services 

and the general elements of military medicine, surgery and hygiene includes some 

items of broader interest: 

<- The principles of the Red Cross and of the Geneva Conventions. 

- The rules to be observed by medical officers and their duties 

in time of war and on medical deontology. 

r- The protection of the civilian population in time of war. 

- The international role of WHO. 

The technical courses will be given by professors appointed by the medical 

Services of a certain number-of- countries. The special lectures will be given 

by qualified representatives of the groat international organizations: WHO, 

International Red Cross Committee, League of Red Cross Societies, World ïfedical 

Association. 
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We would venture to dj*aw your attention to the import ano a which this f irst 

international course of military medicine may possess in international relations, 

both because of the spirit of confraternity it may arouse amongst those who 

attend and also because it is an attempt to bring about the standardization of the 

main principles of military medico-surgical technique. 

We are of opinion that this effort is fully in harmony with the lofty aims of 

WHO and we are sure that we may count on the assistance of the delegations to the 

Assembly in making it known in their respective countries. 


