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1. OPENING REMARKS BY THE CHAIRMAN 

The CHAIRMAN welcomed to the Committee's opening meeting all delegates, 

alternates and advisers, the representatives of the Executive Board, of the 

Secretary -General of the United Nations and of the specialized agencies, and also 

the observers for non- Member States and for non- governmental organizations. 

He was grateful for the honour done him by his election as Chairman and would 

do his best to follow the worthy examples of his predecessors. 

2. ELECTION OF VICE- CHAIRMAN AND RAPPORTEUR: Item 6.1 of the Agenda 
(Document Aí2/5 Rev.1) 

The CHAIRMAN noted that the election of the Vice -Chairman and Rapporteur wits 

governec °. bÿ Rule 35 of the Rules of Procedure. In its third report (document 

Al2/5 Rev.1), the Committee on Nominations proposed Dr Diaz -Coller (Mexico) and 

Dr Thor Peng Thong (Cambodia) as Vice- Chairman and Rapporteur respectively. 

Decision: Dr Diaz -Coller and Dr Thor Peng Thong were elected by 
acclamation. 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the Committee's terms of reference as set out 

in resolution WНА12.2 and to its agenda. 

З. INTERNATIONAL QUARANTINE: CONSIDERATION REGARDING ESTABLISHMENT OF 

SUB -COMMITTEE: Item 6.14.1 of the Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that it had become customary for the Committee to set up 

a sub -committee of the whole to consider international quarantine matters. It was 

for the Committee to decide whether it wished to adhere to that custom. 
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Dr CLARK (Union of South Africa) thought it best to follow past practice, and 

therefore formally proposed the establishment of a sub -- committee. 

Decision: It was unanimously agreed to establish a Sub -Committee on 
International Quarantine, open to all members of the Committee. 

4. REVIEW OF WORK DURING 1958: ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR- GENERAL: 
Item 6.2 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 90) 

The CHAIRMAN said that he would invite the Assistant Directors -General, 

Dr Kaul and Dr Grashchenkov, to make introductory statements on the work of the 

divisions for which they were responsible. A full discussion could then begin at 

the next meeting of the Committee. 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director -General, observed that the Director -General had 

already introduced his report for 1958 in plenary session. His own remarks would 

supplement the Director -General's statement, with particular reference to the first 

five chapters of the report. 

Those five chapters gained fundamental significance when the activities 

described were seen as efforts complementing the endeavours of Member States to 

cope with widespread communicable and degenerative diseases, and with the need for 

adequately staffed health and sanitation services. 

Chapter 1 dealt with malaria eradication, a very important feature of WHO's 

current programme. By the end of 1958, 778 000 000 people, or 68 per cent, of the 

1 136 000 000 exposed to malaria risk, had been covered by eradication programmes 

at different stages of development. The Division of Malaria Eradication at 
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Headquarters and the malaria eradication units in regional offices had been 

strengthened. Thirty medical malariologists, 13 entomologists, 6 sanitary engineers, 

1+3 sanitariars and 30 laboratory technicians had been trained in the techniques of 

malaria eradication through courses organized by WHO. In September 1958, the Expert 

Committee on Malaria had met in Lisbon and reviewed important technical points arising 

in the course of the eradication programme, making recommendations in particular on 

the measurement of progress towards eradication, methods of surveillance and problems 

of resistance to insecticides. Since the malaria eradication programme was to be 

discussed in full under item 6.5 of the agenda, ha would not deal with it any further 

at the present stage. 

Chapter 2 dealt with communicable diseases, and he would review some of the main 

features of the control programmes conducted during the year. 

Syphilis had continued to decline in many parts of the world. In some countries 

where the decline had been greatest, there had now been slight rises, a pointer for 

action. There were also possible dangers of invasion by syphilis of areas cleared of 

yaws. Yaws eradication was progressing well in former high -prevalence areas. 

The tuberculosis programme had continued along three main lines: first, 

assistance to control projects; secondly, pilot projects, which had included some 

research into the problem of tuberculosis control in the community; and thirdly, 

tuberculosis surveys, which had been organized in a number of countries in Africa and 

Asia and were helping the development of integrated long -term national control 

programmes. 
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Activities in veterinary public health had included: first, a meeting of the 

Joint FAO/Wil Expert Committee on Zoonoses to discuss problems related to 

salmonellosis and leptospirosis; secondly, the continuation of co- ordinated 

research on human vaccination against rabies and the use of therapeutic serum 

according to different schedules; and thirdly, a study of the role of animal 

influenza in the epidemiology of human influenza. 

Activities in the field of virus diseases had included a meeting of an Expert 

Committee on Respiratory. Virus Diseases to review the lessons learned during the 

1957-58 influenza pandemic. In regard to influenza A viruses, the Expert Committee 

had considered questions related to nomenclature, the mechanism of antigenic change 

and the need for trials to evaluate two types of vaccine now available (the inacti- 

vated vaccine now in general use and the live virus vaccine under experimentation). 

Attention had been devoted to the problems of live pоliovirus vaccines, especially 

their safety and stability. Finally, several countries had received technical 

advice and consultant services on the production of dried smallpox vaccine and on 

the planning and organization of smallpox eradication services. 

At two important conferences on leprosy, one held in Br�.zil and the other in 

Japan following the International Congress on Leprosy, emphasis had been laid on 

the need for expanding ambulatory mass treatment, avoiding segregation•and developing 

case -finding programmes. Trials of new drugs were continuing and evidence was 

accumulating that the number of arrested cases after treatment was increasing. 

An important feature of the assistance given to governments for the organiza- 

tion of public health services had been the close co- operative effort between WHO 

and several health administrations to build up gradually an effective system of local 

health services administratively integrated and functionally decentralized. 
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A group fellowship awarded during the year had enabled 22 senior public health 

administrators and medical officers and one nurse administrator from 21 countries 

to visit the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics for a six -week exchange of views 

with colleagues in two important cities and four republics of the Union. 

WHO had collaborated with the United Nations and the other specialized agencies 

in programmes of concerted action in the social field. At the request of the 

United Nations Committee on Information from Non-Self -Governing Territories, it had 

submitted reports on long -term health planning in non -self- governing territories 

and a progress report for the years 1946 -56. 

The first report on the world health situation, covering the years 1954 -56, 

had been submitted to the Eleventh World Health Assembly and, after revision, had 

been issued as Official Records No. 94. 

An expert committee convened in October had discussed the administration of 

public health nursing services. 

Assistance to many countries for the improvement of maternal and child health 

services had continued. At the request of the UNICEF Executive Board, and in 

collaboration with UNICEF and the United Nations. Bureau of Social Affairs, a report 

had been prepared on the health aspects of social services for children in the field 

of institutional care and day -care centres. WHO was currently studying problems 

arising from prematurity and diarrhoeal diseases. 

An expert committee had met in February 1958 to advise on the basic principles 

and aims of medical rehabilitation services. 
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The study of cardiovascular diseases and hypertension had been carried a step 

further through the convening of an expert committee which had discussed the 

classification and criteria for the diagnosis of those diseases, with special 

reference to epidemiological studies. 

In the field of mental health, two expert committees had met: one had dis- 

cussed social psychiatry and community attitudes and the other had reviewed the 

mental health prob ems of aging and the aged. There had also been two study 

groups, one on the epidemiology of mental disorders and the other on mental health 

problems of automation. 

The WHO Protein Advisory Group had met again to review the general programme 

for developing protein -rich foods. A study group had also been convened to 

discuss the causes of nutrition -deficiency diseases, particularly the anaemias 

and especially iron -deficiency anaemia. 

There had been a welcome emphasis on the provision of increased dental care 

as part of public health services. An expert committee convened in June a.nd July 

had made recommendations to help overcome the great shortage of dentists and 

auxiliary dental personnel. 

The control and eradication of communicable diseases, and indeed almost all 

public health problems, were closely linked with the improvement of environmental 

sanitation. As a comprehensive report, drawдΡi up in compliance with resolution 

WHА11.27, was to be submitted by the Director -General under item 6.12 of the 

agenda, he would say no more on that subject for the present. 
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Chapter 5 of the report dealt with education and training. To enable 

countries to deal with the shortage of health workers, 1339 fellowships had been 

awarded to persons from 123 countries and territories (24 per cent. women). 

While 5 per cent, of fellowships had been for basic studies not available in the 

candidate's country of origin, 95 per cent. had been for advanced studies abroad. 

It might be specially noted that 31 per cent, of the fellowships had been for 

courses organized or assisted by WHO. 

During 1958, 33 senior teachers had been appointed to 17 countries on a 

visiting basis and had taught for a total of 291 months. 

The curricula of certain training institutions had been under study with a 

view to their adaptation to the needs of WHO fellows. An expert committee con- 

vened in July had considered the organization and conduct of public health courses 

and recommended steps towards developing world -wide minimum requirements for post- 

graduate courses. The promotion of the preventive concept in undergraduate 

medical education had 'advanced, another stage with the convening in October of an. 

expert committee to discuss the preventive aspects in the teaching of pathology, 

following a meeting in 1957 on the preventive aspects in the teaching of physiology. 

Even the foregoing brief summary clearly showed that there now existed a close, 

constant and harmonious collaboration between WHO and national health administrators 

everywhere, and a machinery for international exchange of knowledge. It was 

through that happy partnership that Member States were increasingly finding in WHO 

the effective means for mutual assistance and development they had sought to create 

in its establishment. 
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Dr GEASHCIENKOV, Assistant Director -General, reviewing first the work of the 

Division of Epidemiological and Health Statistical Services, said that the 1955 

volume of Annual Epidemiological and Vital Statistics had been published in June 

1958, and had included additional countries not covered by previous editions. 

Changes had been made in the monthly Epidemiological and Vital Statistics Report, 

in particular the introduction of a study on cancer morbidity and statistics on 

vaccination against poliomyelitis and certain other communicable diseases. The 

Expert Committee on Health Statistics had discussed morbidity statistics during 

the year. Statistical methods in other branches had been improved, together with 

the statistical aspects of the regional programmes. A revised Manual of the 

International Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death 

had come into use on 1 January 1958. Plans had been made to improve the classifi- 

cation of mental and psychoneurotic disorders and of cardiovascular diseases. The 

Study Group on Diarrhoeal Diseases had suggested new ways of classifying those 

diseases, and a Study Group on Immunological and Haematological Surveys had con- 

sidered plans for blood surveys in various countries. 

In the International Quarantine unit (which had been transferred to Dr Kaul's 

supervision on 1 January 1959), an inquiry had been made into disinsectization 

methods in aircraft, with particular reference to malaria. The Committee on 

International Quarantine had held its sixth session in Geneva in October. Several 

States had begun to notify the Organization about quarantinable diseases, and the 

Committee had stressed the need for prompt notification when a country had become 

free from infection. Since April 1958, a list of infected countries had been 

published, each week, in the Weekly Epidemiological Record. 
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In the division concerned with drugs and other therapeutic substances, the 

Biological Standardization unit had organized three study groups and one expert 

committee meeting. The study groups had formulated recommended requirements that 

should be met by poliomyelitis, yellow fever, cholera and smallpox vaccines, and 

by establishments manufacturing biological products. The expert committee had 

endorsed the recommendations. It had at last been decided that yellow fever 

vaccination must be. supervised by WHO. The expert committee had established a 

new international standard for syphilitic human serum and revised the standards 

for streptomycin, insulin and heparin. 

The Expert Committee on the International Pharmacopoeia had held another 

meeting. The specifications of the International Pharmacopoeia were being 

increasingly used by individual countries. A second edition was being prepared. 

A study on the medical aspects of drug addiction had been prepared for sub- 

mission to the Economic and Social Council. The Expert Committee on Addiction - 

Producing Drugs had made a further series of recommendations regarding the 

international control of various narcotic drugs. 

Health Laboratory Methods, like International Quarantine, had been transferred 

to the supervision of Dr Kaul, but in 1958 had been part of the then "Department of 

Central Technical Services ". The Expert Committee on Health Laboratory Methods 

had dealt with the functions of hospital laboratories and the training of personnel 

to staff them. Regarding food additives, which had then been the concern of the 

Health Laboratory Methods unit, a session of the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee had 

been held in Rome. 
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Publications issued during 1958 by the Division of Editorial and Reference 

Services had included a special volume entitled "The First Ten Years of the World 

Health Organization" and "A Bibliography of WHO Publications, 1947.- 1957 ", which 

also served as a review of WHO's activities over the ten years. Publication cf 

the Russian edition of the WHO Chronicle had been resumed. Eight further works had 

been published in the Monograph Series. The responsibility for the printing and 

sales of WHO publications had been taken over by the Division from the European 

Office of the United Nations, thus affording economy in those services. 

The meeting rose at 3.15 p.m. 


