
W O R L D H E A L T H • ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
ORGANIZATION ' DE LA SANTÉ 

i 
TWELFTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 1'¿í»ni'.S09 A12/P&B/16 

15 May 1959 
Provisional agenda item 6,3.4.3 

' - ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

PERIODICITY OF MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
INTERNATIONAL QUARANTINE 

In accordance with the request of the Eleventh World Health Assembly,1 the 
Director-General has the honour to report to the Twelfth World Health Assembly on 
the periodicity of meetings of the Committee on International Quarantine. The 
Committee on International Quarantine was consulted in October 1958 and its comments 
are attached as Annex A. 

It will be recalled that in considering this question the Eleventh World 
Health Assembly had before it a report of the Director-General giving, inter alia, 
the functions of the Committee and a summary of its activities during the period 
1953-1957» which are extracted hereunder for the information of the Twelfth World 
Health Assembly: 

I, Functions of the Committee on Ipternational Quarantine 

In studying the question as to whether or not a continuing need exists for an 
annual meeting of the Committee on International Quarantine, the Assembly may wish 
to recall the purposes for which this Committee was set up, as well as its functions. 

2 These are based on a number of Assembly resolutions and are stated in the Regulations 
3 

for the Committee »n International Quarantine, as fellows: 

"Article 1: Purposes and functions 

1* The purposes and functions ef the Quarantine Committee are: 
(a) to review annually the application of the International 
Sanitary Regulations (WHO Regulations No. 2) and other related 
legislation; 

1 Resolution WHA11.46, Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org, 87, 37 
2 
Resolution WHA4.77í Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 4th ed., p. 14 

WHA6.20: Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 4th ed., p. 15 
WHA7.56t Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 4th éd., p. 16 

^ Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Ors. 56, 70 



(b) to recommend amendments to the International Sanitary 
Regulations as well as additional Regulations where necessary, 
in particular on diseases not specifically covered bfr the 
Regulations; 

(c) to submit recommendations on practice, methods and procedure 
relating to international sanitary and quarantine matters; 

(d) to advise the Health Assembly, the Executive Board and the 
Director-General on any matter referred.to it by them; 

(e) to advise on the application of Article 70 of the Inter-
national Sanitary Regulations; 

(f) to consider questions or disputes referred to it by the 
Director-General under Article 112 of the International Sanitary 
Regulations. 

2. Without prejudice and in addition to the purposes and functions 
referred to in sub-paragraphs (a) to (f) of paragraph 1 of this Article, 
the Quarantine Committee may: 

(a) review the latest knowledge and expert information on matters 
relating to quarantine and makë it available to the Organization; 

(b) make recommendations designed to initiate, stimulate and 
co-ordinate research necessary for* the fulfilment of its terms 
of reference." ... 

II. Activities of the Committee on International Quarantine During the Period 
• 1953-1957 

In accordance with_ the Regulations for the Committee on International Quarantine 
the Committee has met annually during the years 1953-1957. The International 
Sanitary Regulations replaced a considerable number of previous International 
Sanitary Conventions and similar arrangements, and they were consequently expected 
to serve as a uniform and universal code of international quarantine practice. It 
was recognized that after adoption the International Sanitary Regulations would 
require continuous adaptation to changes in the distribution and trend of epidemic 
diseases, in the method of epidemic diseases control, and in the means of inter-
national transport. The -first two Committees oh International.Quarantine, in their 
annual review of the functioning of the International Sanitary Regulations - as 



indicated by Article 13 of the International Sanitary Regulations - considered, inter 
alia; reservations of States to the Regulations, delineation of yellow-fever 
receptive areas; it recommended amendments to the yellow-fever provisions, and 
provided detailed interpretation of some Articles of the International Sanitary 
Regulations, which until then had been stated only in general terms; later, 
amendments were recommended in respect of the Mecca Pilgrimage and of the form of 
the International Certificate of Vaccination and Revaccination against Smallpox» 

The major subjects considered by the Committees held in 1955* 1956 and 1957 
are listed below: 

Committee on International Quarantine - 1955^ 

(a) A'ëdes aegypti Index - paragraph 1 

(b) Retention of Article J in the Regulations - paragraph 2 

(c) Change in definition of "local area" - paragraph 5 

(d) Change in application of Article 20 - paragraph 8 

(e) Sanitary charges, Article 101 - paragraph l6 

(f) Yellow-fever vaccinating centres - paragraph 19 

(g) Reservations and rejections of Additional Regulations of 1955 
(yellow fever) - paragraph 30 

(h) Amendment of form of international smallpox certificate - paragraph 34 

(i) Progress Report on disinsectization of aircraft - paragraph 4l 

(j) Amendment in respect of Pilgrimage clauses - paragraph 46 
2 Committee on International Quarantine - 1956 

(a) Applicability of the Regulations to diseases other than the six 
quarantinable diseases - paragraph 10 

(b) Seventh Report of the Expert Committee on Insecticides - paragraph 11 
J 

Third Report of the Committee on International Quarantine, Off. Rec.' Wld Hlth 
Org. 72, 35-54 

2 
Fourth Report of the Committee on International Quarantine, Off. Rec. Wld Hlth 

Org. 29, 493-513 



( c) Aëdes aegypti Index - paragraph 19 

(d) Direct transit areas - paragraph 20 

(e) Correction of French text of amended Article 105 - paragraph 77 

(f) Reservations and rejections of Additional Regulations of 1956 -
paragraph 2 

(g) Yellow-fever vaccinating centres - paragraph 3 

Committee on International Quarantine - 1957^ 

(a) Disinsectization of aircraft - paragraphs 10 and 49 

(b) Manual on Hygiene and Sanitation of Air Travel - paragraph 17 

(c) Opinion on infected local area, cholera - paragraph 17 

(d) Opinion on infected local area, plague - paragraph 18 

(e) Opinion on notifications of Brill's disease - paragraphs 19 and 20 

(f) Opinion on provisions of Article 30 - paragraph 50 

(g) Sanitary charges, Article 101 - paragraph 7^ 

(h) Reservations accepted by WHA6 - paragraph J6 

(i) Additional Regulations for malaria - paragraph 85 

(j) New minimum requirements for yellow-fever vaccine - paragraph 86 

(lc) Cholera vaccine research - paragraph 87 

(1) Opinion on additional entries on an international vaccination certificate -
paragraph 88 

If the Assembly concurs with the recommendations of the Committee on Inter-
national Quarantine, it may wish to consider requesting the Director-General to 
bring this question again before the Committee on International Quarantine for 
review in 1961 and submit the report and recommendations of the Committee to the 
subsequent Health Assembly. 

Fifth Report of the Committee on International Quarantine, Off. Rec. Wld 
Hlth Org. 8£, 397-415 



ANNEX A 

PERIODICITY OF MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
INTERNATIONAL QUARANTINE^ 

"The Committee takes note of resolution WHA11.46 on future periodicity of 
its meetings. In reviewing this question, it notes particularly the present 
functioning of the Committee as stated in the Regulations for the Committee, the 
major subjects considered by the Committee in recent meetings, and the important 
subjects dealt with by the present meetings of the Committee and requiring further 
study by the Committee at an early date, for example, international protection 
against malaria, disinsectization of aircraft and minimum requirements for yellow-
fever vaccine. 

The Committee recognizes the advantages of being able to provide within a 
relatively short period of time in the report of the Committee a basis for a WHA 
authoritative opinion to individual health administrations on questions raised by 
them. 

The Committee is of the opinion that for the present annual meetings of the 
Committee on International Quarantine should be continued, but that in the future 
the time interval between meetings of the Committee might be increased without 
jeopardizing the functioning of the International Sanitary Regulations. 

Consequently, the Committee recommends to the Twelfth World Health Assembly 
that the Regulations for the Committee on International Quarantine should not at 
present be amended." 

1 A12/P&B/2, WHO/lQ/75 paragraph 15 (a) 


