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1. Introduction
—.....-  -  -O - ------ -----------------

1 .1  In the course of the examination by the Executive Board oi -the Proposed 

Programme and Budget Estimates ior I960, with particular reference to its study of 

the implications for governments oí the proposed budget level, "The Board noted 

that the establishment of a multiplicity of special accounts, -which might result 

from further action consequent upon these resolutions of the Eleventh World Health 

Assembly, had certain disadvantages from the administrative point of view. The 

Board, therefore, gave consideration to the possible establishment of a single fund 

to finance activities in these various iields with sub-accounts fôr each purpose, 

with the possible exception oi the Malaria Eradication Special Acco nt which, in 

view of the importance of the programme and the fact that it  was already in operation, 

might have to be kept separate. The Board had. no speciiic recommendation to make

on this aspect but decided to bring the matter to the attention oi the World Health 

Assembly.11 ̂

1.2 The Director-General considers that it  may be useful to the Health Assembly 

to have before it , when it  considers the matter, a report giving information 

concerning the special accounts already established, possible future developments 

and some possible lines of action should, the World Health Assembly wish to take 

action on this subject.

2. Special Accounts Already Established

The following special accounts have been established by the Organization for 

specific programme purposes*
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2 .1  Malaria Eradication Special Account. This account was established by a 

decision of the Eighth World Health Assembly in resolution WHA8.30^ which also 

sets out the speciiic rules and procedures to govern it . The resolution provides 

that the account is to be maintained separately and activities under it  are to be 

presented separately in the annual Programme and Budget Estimates, This account 

is financed by voluntary contributions,

2 .2  Special Account ior Smallpox Eradication. This account was established by 

the Director-General pursuant to the provisions of' Financial Regulations 6 ,6  and

6,>7 as reported to the Executive Beard at its twenty-second session

2 ' 3
(resolution EB22.R12) and arising out of resolution WHA11,54 on "Smallpox

Eradication'1 adopted by the Eleventh World Health Assembly. The credits in the

account consist of the value of the gifts of vaccine offered by the Governments of

Cuba and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Presumably it w ill be continued

to be used for any further voluntary contributions accepted for the anti-smallpox

programme.

2»3 Special Account for Research Planning. This account was established on the_ ^ 

basis pf a decision of the Eleventh World Health Assembly in resolution WHA11.35 

"Plan for an Intensified Research Programme". This special account is also to be 

kept separately from an accounting and budgetary point of view. The single 

.contribution to the account consists of the grant of í¿ 300 000 from the United 

States of America for the purpose» Presumably this account will cease to exist 

after the fu ll  expenditure of the contribution,

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 4th ed ., p .48

2 Off* Rec- v 'l d  Hlth Org, 88, 7

3 O ff. Rec, KLd Hjth Org. 8_7_, 41-42
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3 , '  Possible Future Developments

In addition to the special accounts referred to above there are other health 

subjects in.-which special interest has been shown by the Health Assembly.

3 .1  The Eleventh World Health Assembly adopted resolution WHft.ll, 27"^ on 

"Environmental Sanitation” in -which it requested the Director-General to submit a 

comprehensive review of the work and achievements of WHO in assisting governments 

in this field, together with suggestions and proposals for further activities as 

may seem desirable In' the field of environmental sanitation. That review is 

reported to the Twelfth World Health Assembly in  document A12/P&B/6. It  seems 

possible that any expansion of such activities, if decided upon by the Health 

Assembly, could lead to the establishment of a further special account or fund to 

be financed by voluntary contributions.

3 .2  The Twelfth World Health Assembly will be considering, under item 6 .7  of its 

agenda, the subject of "The role of WHO in medical research". Should the Health 

Assembly ap-orove a programme of medical research it  is possible that it  could lead 

to the establishment of an additional special account to supplement the financial 

provisions which may be made in the regular budget for this purpose,

3.3  There may a Iso be other subjects which in the future maybe given special 

consideration and increased emphasis, such as yaws, which may eventually lead to 

the establishment of additional special accounts to be financed by voluntary 

contributions.

Д. Possible Course of Action

Following the discussion in the Executive Board of the possible disadvantages 

of maintaining a multiplicity of special accounts, a study of the question leads to 

the following points:

4 .1  A single fund could be established which might be called "Fund for the 

Conquest of Disease” or such other title as may be found appropriate, and which 

would amalgamate existing and future special accounts for specific purposes.

1 O ff. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 87, 28-29
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4 .2  Provision could be made under such a Fund for the maintenance of sub-accounts 

in order to identify moneys contributed voluntarily for specific purposes. In this 

connexion, while the Executive Board indicated that the Malaria Eradication Special 

Account might possibly not be incorporated in  such a single Fund, it should be 

pointed out that there would be no difficulty in including that special account as

a sub-account in the Fund -which would not affect the continued operation of that 

account as heretofore,

4 .3  In addition to the maintenance of sub-accounts for any specific activities 

as the Health Assembly may decide should be undertaken, the single Fund could 

include a general account which could be credited with any voluntary contributions 

made for the general purposes of the Fund as a whole. Such contributions could be 

used to meet the most important needs as may be determined from time to time by the 

Health Assembly or the Executive Board.

4 .4  Under Financial Regulation 6 ,7 , "the purposes and limits of each Trust Fund, 

Reserve and Special Account shall be clearly defined by the appropriate authority". 

If  a single Fund were to be established, it  should appropriately be governed, in 

line with this Financial Regulation, by a single set of rules and limitations.

If  the Health Assembly were to decide on the establishment of such a single Fund, 

it  would be desirable that it  adopt an omnibus resolution which would clearly 

establish the rules and regulations which should govern the Fund as a whole, 

including its sub-accounts.


