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FIRSт REPORT ON TIIE WORLD HEALTH SIТUAтION: Item 6.2 of the Agenda 
(Resolution WнA9,27;, Documents А 1 /Р&В /6, Аl? /рцз /6 Add.l) (continued) 

SPECIAL REPORT REVIEWING ML ' ï Е ACTIVITIES OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
DURIьГG'РАST ТЕАRS, INCLULING THE PERIOD OF 'THE INTERIM C0í SSION: 
Item 6.3 of the Agenda (Resolution W1Á9.29; Document IВ/10, and the 
volume The First Ten Years of the World Health Organization) (continued) 

D„ EL- HALAWANI (United Arab Republic) wished to associate himself with the 

°emarks of previous speakers in appreciation of the documents produced by the 

Secretariat. The First Report on the World Health Situation (documents A11/P&B/6 

and Add,l) in particular was a credit to the Director - General and to Professor 

ЛΡhckintosh. Certain passages might need some revision, such as the section on the 

ccntamination oz potable water supply and the consequent risk of epidemic 

he z'tltis, He felt that it would be very useful if elinational health administrзtиог 

cс l.d communicate their comments to the World Health Organization in writing within 

the next two months. 

In passing, ho wished to refer to the subject brought up by the Indian 

representative at the previous meeting, namely the accidental contamination of food 

products by poisonous insecticides in the course of transportation. It would to 

desirable for WIIO to recommend special precautions in the use of the new 

insecticides in respet of food products moving in international transport. 

Professor GRASHCHENКOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) also associated 

himself with the remarks of previous speakers regarding the value and importance 
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of the First Report on the World Health Situation and the volume The First Ten 

Years of the World Health Organization. His delegation was particularly pleased 

to note that the principles upon which the Health Regulations of the USSR were 

based were reflected in the report. The importance accorded to economic and 

social factors in matters of public health found poте echo in Chapter III on health 

services and activities. Chapter I discussed the influence of climate and other 

geographic conditions and environmental conditions on the health of the peoples. 

Chapter IV, on the distribution of functions in the health services might well 

be expanded. More attention should be paid to such widespread degenerative diseases 

as cancer and cardiovascular disease which became gradually of greater importance as 

the life span of the peoples was extended. Other important aspects of public health 

to which more space might be devoted were neonatal health and industrial medicine. 

The definition of mental health in Chapter IV was not completely satisfactory and 

a number of positive and negative factors had not been taken into account: mental 

health was of great importance to all coun.iries and an improved definition would be 

of great value. Chapter VII of the First Report, on future developments in world 

health, was not as full as the previous chapters. He realized that arty future might 

seem problematical in the atomic age, but his own country was optimistic. It 

believed in a great future for the world and a great future for public health. 

He was glad that a part of Chapter VII had been devoted to long -range planning 

for public health. He felt that it was always useful to define aims and to set up 

time- tables. A plan for the eradication of malaria had already been made but there 

were other diseases whose eradication would have an equally beneficial effect upon 
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hc:<zitri of the wor.Ld as a whole. IIis delegation would be presenting a proposal 

coLicerning the eradication of smallpox at a later date. It ought to be possible о 

draw up a tune- able for the eradication cf all the communicable diseases which 

plagued mankind. He hoped, therefore, that in subsequent editions of the Report on 

the World Health Situation, Chapter VII would be expanded. 

Certain corrections would have to be made in the material relating to specific 

countries. However, any errors whic?'i had been made were the fault of the public - 

health authorities which had submittзd the information in question. When those 

co?тections had been made and Chapters IV and VII had been enlarged, the report 

should be printed and circulated as a work of first -class importance in the teachinw 

of public health. 

Dr GARGOV (Bulgaria) congratulated the Director -General and his staff on the 

valuable documents which they had produced in implementation of resolution WHA9.27, 

xhе Report on the World Health Situation gave a picture of the main problems of 

public health on a world scale, and would undoubtedly serve as a most useful guide 

for future activities. The report did not always agree fully with the most 

modern theories on certain aspects of public health, in particular social and 

economic influences on health, but it was, nevertheless, a very useful piece of 

work. Bulgaria had drawn up a long -term plan for the development of its i п public 

health services, and it would profit from much of the information and many of the 

conclusions contained in the reporto 

His delegation would have wished, in the first part of the report, to find a 

more detailed description of the princiыles of health administration of the various 

groups of countries with similar social and есоПaТnјф conditions° And it reserved, 
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of course, the right to correct any errors or omissions which might have slipped into 

the second part, Country Reviews, 

In regard to the volume The First Ten Years of the World Health Organization, 

he wished to draw attention to Map 5, Notifications of Cases of Smallpox, 1948 to 

1957, on page 272 of the English text where Bulgaria was marked with "Data not 

available'!. Bulgaria had had compulsory vaccination against smallpox for a century 

and no cases of smallpox had been reported since 1928, 

Dr ENGEL (Sweden) associated himself with the other delegations present in 

congratulating the Director -General and his staff on the publication of the 

documents under discussion„ He believed that they would remain standard works 

of high value for many years. He wished to remind the Committee that all the 

countries represented had a great deal of responsibility for the documents in 

question. The Secretariat was to be warmly commended for the results of its work, 

but, nevertheless, the First Report on the World Health Situation in particular 

might profit from review by Member States as had been suggested. 

Hе had one slight criticism to make of the chapter on maternal and child welfare. 

It did not place sufficient emphasis on modern trends in those activities, He 

suggested that governments should be given due time to submit their comments, and 

that the deadline for the submission of corrections should be postponed as far as 

possible so as to enable all countries to cot.operate to the fullest possible extent 

in a work of such fundamental importance„ 

Dr JAVIER (Honduras) recalled that Article 61 of the Constitution of WHO 

provided that each Member State should report annually to the Orgт- liz -tion on the 
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publication of the documents'under discussion. He believed that they would remain 

standard works of high value for many years. He wished to remind the Committee th:' 

all the countries represented had a great deal of responsibility for the documents 

in question.. The Secretariat was to be warmly commended for the results of its work, 

b.�t, nevertheless, the First Report on the World Health Situation in particular might 

profit from review by Member States as had been suggested, 

He had one slight criticism to make of the chapter on maternal and child 

welfare. It did not place sufficient emphasis on modern trends in those activities„ 

He suggested that governments should be given due time to submit their comments, and 

that the deadline for the submission of corrections should be postponed as far as 

possible so as to enable all countries to co- operate to the fullest possible extent 

in a work of such fundamental importancв. 

Pr JAVIER (Honduras) recalled that Article 61 of the Constitution of WHO provided 

that each Member State should report annually to the Orgaiization on the action 

and the progress achieved in improving the health of its people. It was not made 

clear, however, exactly when that information should be submitted and what period 

it should cover. He felt that the Assembly might consider making a recommendation 

establishing a fixed period for the submission of annual reports. He supported the 

argentine representative's suggestion that a uniform questionnaire should be drawn up. 

Although no specific cczrtparisons would be made, a uniform questionnaire would help 

Members to appreciate their own advances or shortcomings in the field of health, 

Dr DOUBECK (Czechoslovakia) said that the First Report on the World lea]. th 

Situation would give all countries a better knowledge of world problems and would help 

then with their public - health plans at hone. He thought that the very novelty of the 

project was perhaps responsible for its shortcomings, which would undoubtedly be 

al'ззиinаtеd in the final edition. Hе reserved his Government's ri pht to correct, sey 
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-)f the information on Czechoslovakia given in the Report. He suggeste that 

ï .. t.. ....:r 12> ; .. 7.ј ;.. L� ... Dui t:.,l Absin ciLtc . о ' . ub i.. z:; : cl. .dd tioL:.l 

information by the various countries, so that the completion of the report could be 

expedited. It might perhaps be advisab le to enlarge the group responsible for 

drafting the report; Czechoslovakia would be glad to participate if required. 

Dr ALLARIA (Argentina) said that his delegation had submitted a draft resolution 

to the Secretariat combining the views of several delegations on the procedure for 

preparing a uniform questionnaire. 

Dr FR. NDSEN (Denmark) was full of admiration for the work done by the 

Secretariat and Professor Mackintosh. He was sure that, given time, Member States 

would be able to provide corrections ar.d give Professor Mackintosh the material he 

needed to carry out his task to the best possible extent. He was sure that the 

information provided by Denmark, for example, could be improved. In conclusion, 

he supported the suggestion that a questionnaire should be sent out for the purpose 

of corrections. 

Dr LAYТON (Canada) noted that many speakers wanted the Report on the World 

Health Situation to be brought up to date and printed. However, since that would 

require a great deal of time and money, the Assembly might well give serious con- 

sideration to the question of the usefulness of publishing the document in its 

present form. It was, of course, a valuable and comprehensive work, but he wondered 

wiл thеr its actual publication, particularly the Country Reviews in Chapter VIII, 

would really help public health authorities. He would like the Director -General to 

give his views on that point and also to supply an estimate of the cost of compiling 

and reproducing the document as it stood, as well as the costs of final printing 

and publication. 
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Dr JANZ (Portugal) agreed with the suggestion made by previous speakers that 

the questions of nutrition and health educa'»ioii should be given ,nоrе importance in 

the report. He would support the Belgian proposal made at the previous meeting 

that governments should be given time to correct the information given in the 

Country Reviews and had no objection to the proposed date of 1 Septзmbзr. Hе 

thought it important that the sources of thenf�rmation supplied should be indicated 

Sir Kenneth COWAN (United Кin€-dom of Grеаt Britain and Northern Ireland) 

regretted that the two documents produced by the Secretariat contained relatively 

little on hospital services and their relationship to public health. Largely as 

a result of the efforts of the International Hospital Federation, hospitals were 

now recognized as positive agencies of health and not merely repositories of sick 

psrsons. Those advances had been recognized by WHO, which had given much assista-le 

to national services and improved co- ordination between hospitals and other facili-.. 

ties for the care of the sick. In 1956, an Expert Committee on the Organization 

of Medical Care had discussed the relationship between hospitals and the community, 

and it had been concluded that the preventivo activities of hospitals should be 

developed,as well as research, training and rehabilitation. It was significant the'. 

WHO had granted 100 fellowships in hospital admïnistratiоn in 10 years,. He hoped, 

therefore, that more attention wild be given to hospital. services in relation to 

public health and the community. 

Dr SANCНEZ VIGIL (Nicara.. ua) felt that The First Ten Years of the World Нsalth 

Organization was an almost perfect production. The First Report on the World Health 

Situation was also of very great i_,terюc t. 
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He felt, however, that such details as climate, altitude, distribution of popu- 

lation and religion might be included in the Country Reviews, as having a very 

great bearing on public health. He agreed with the suggestion that more attention 

should be paid to nutrition, and he would also have liked to see more emphasis on 

the link between veterinary medicine and public health. 

Mr СНЕНЙDE (Lebanon) endorsed the comments of the United States delegate at 

the previous meeting in regard to infectious hepatitis and water purification. 

He also supported the Argentine suggestion about a possible questionnaire, and 

agreed with the USSR suggestion that a time -table should be drawn up for the 

eradication of the various communicable diseases. Many representatives had pro- 

posed the inclusion of more material in the Report. In order to prevent its 

becoming too unwieldy, he su tested that the Report might be divided into the several 

sectors of public health ,. environmental sanitation, public health education, 

hospitals .. each of which would be published separately. 

Mr OLIVERO (Guatemala) agreed that steps should be taken to revise the details 

given in the Country Reviews. In the section on Guatemala, for example, there was 

a reference to the Medical School of the University of San Carlos as being under 

government control. In fact, the University was quite independent. 

A number 4f suggestions had been made regarding dates and procedures. He felt 

that it would be preferable merely to adopt a resolution congratulating the authors, 

the Secretariat and the Director -General, and, as a corollary to the afternoon's 

discussion, asking the Director -General to take steps to have the details concerning 

the individual countries revised by those countries. 
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Dr Lt 1VIN (Chile) agreed, while congratulating the Director-.General and the 

Secretariat on the documents under discussion, that they could be improved in some 

of their details. He supported the Argentinian suggestion that a uniform 

questionnaire should be sent out so that the Country Reviews could be corrected. 

It might be possible to postpone final publication to the 'ï'welfth World health 

Assembly. 

Dr AL.WAHBI (Iraq) highly commended the documents under discussion as another 

positive and important step towards attaining the aims and goals of the World 

Health Organization. He agreed with the Australian representative that the Report 

was not meant a.l an encyclopaedia. Although figures and statistics were importa t, 

patterns of health administration and methods of coping with divergent health 

problems were more important in such works. In regard to the re- editing of the 

Country Reviews, he concurred with the delegations of India, the United States, 

Norway, Australia, Italy, the USSR and the United Arab Republic. 

Miss MESSOLORAS (Greece) associated herself with the congratulations expressed 

by previous speakers. All countries would undoubtedly benefit from the сo -.орer.a t ее 

advocated by the Director - General in his preface to the First Report on the Wоrl. 

Health Situatioп. 

Dr SLI1 (Tunisia) and Mr SANCнEZ М0 N0 (Peru) associated themselves with the 

praises addressed to the Report, while supporting the proposal that it should be 

revised and corree еd, 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL thought that the lengthy and detailed discussion had 

shown the importance which was attached to the documents in question. The criticism 

that had been made of the information given on the different countries was by no 

means unexpected, as this was a first attempt. The Organization had been trying to 

obtain such information for the past ten years. Many resolutions had been passed 

and questionnaires prepared, but the documents under discussion were the first to 

be produced for examination and criticism. When the Ninth World Health Assembly 

had requested the report, it had been suggested that a single questionnaire should 

be used. That had proved impossible, however, and the regional committees had 

prepared individual questionnaires for the different regions. The product of those 

questionnaires was not final and it rested with governments to correct the 

information compiled. 

Originally, the First Report on the World Health Situation was to have been 

published before presentation to the Health Assembly and money had been set aside 

for this in the budget approved for 1958. The sum of $ 22 000 had been allocated 

for the publication of The First Ten Years of the World Health Organization and the 

`.Report. He could not tell the delegate of Canada exactly how much of that sum now 

remained. The important point was that the Report had actually been produced. It 

was the result of ten yearst efforts to compile information. Despite its short- 

comings, it would be a basic document and would encourage all countries to co-operate 

in the production of the next one. 
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It would be impossible as yet to obtain annual reports in accordance with the 

provisions of the Constitution. It might however be possible to obtain the in -. 

formation necessary to produce a second report on the World health situation 

covering the next four or five years. The report as it stood would stimulate 

governments to supply the information which was needed, and it would also supp?ement 

the reports on other aspects of the world situation prepared by the United Nations 

and the other specialized agencies, its improvement would depend on the gоогwill 

cf governments, In conclusion he етрhаs4zеd to those representatives who had 

suggested. the preparation of a single questionnaire, that ten years had already 

been spent on that matter and no final agreement was foreseeable within the next 

three or four years. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the delegation of Argentina had prepared a 

draft resolution (document A11/P and P /30), which had been distributed to members 

of the Committee. He now submitted the following draft resolution for the 

consideration of the Committee: 

The Eleventh World Health Assembly 

1. NOTES the First Report on the World Health Situation prepared 
by the Director -.General in pursuance of resolution WНA9.27; 

2. ТНАI'0Ѕ the Member governments for their assistance in providing 
material for this report; 

3. REQUESTS the Member gоvеггйтiеntѕ of Wн0 to submit before 
1 September 1958 all amendments they wish to include in this report before 
it is finalized; 

4, INVITES the Members of the World Health Organization to prepare, 
as a further step towards fulfilment of their obligations under Article 61 
of the Constitution, a second report covering as far as possible the period 
1957 to 1960, and 

5. REUESTS the Director -General to o"ep<.;re for the Fifteenth world 
Health Asaemb]_у the second report on the world health situation. 
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This draft resolution had been distributed to members so that it could be 

considered at the next meeting. 

He thanked the Director- General and Professor Mackintosh for preparing these 

valuable monographs. 

He suggested the following draft resolution concerning The First Ten Years of 

the World Health Organization: 

The Eleventh World Health Assembly 

Having reviewed the report of the Director- General on the First 
Ten Years of WHO, 

1. NOTES with satisfaction the progress achieved in the develop - 

ment of health services, the rreduction of communicable diseases all over 

the world and the initiation of programmes of eradication of certain 
. communicable diseases, notably that of malaria; 

2. EXPRESSES the hope that in the next decade Member governments 

and the Organization will take further steps towards reaching the goals 
laid down in the Constitution; and 

3, COMMENDS thd Director -General for the preparation and 
presentation of this report and for the work thus far accomplished. 

The text of this draft resolution would be circulated. 

He suggested that the two draft resolutions be considered at the next meeting. 

It was so agreed. 

2. A S'1'UDУ TO PLAN AN INTENSIFIED RESEARCH PROGRЛMME: Supplementary Agenda Item 

(Document All /13) 

Dr HYDE (United States of America), in introducing document All/13, explained 

that the proposal that was being put forward by the United States of America was 

not for a programme; it was for a study, the results of which might be considered 

at the next Health Assembly, for developing a programme of extended activity in 

medical and scientific research. Underlying the proposal was a recognition of the 

fact that one of the chief functions of WHO was to meet the need for the extension 
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of scientific knowledge. It was also hoped that solutions would be found to 

operational prob ems.,. such as those raised by resistance to insecticides, where it 

had been necessary to embark upon co-ordinated research. 

The entire medical community looked upon WHO with confidence and respect, 

and this was important if WHO was to continue to receive the support of the best 

scientific personnel throughout the world. One way to retain that support was to 

render greater services to those scientists; and there was more and ,.ore recognitиon 

of the need for increased services from ЪΡ7HO in the field of medical research` 

As stated in the document before the meeting WHO research policy was set 

forth in a resolution of the Second World Health Assembly (WHA2.19). It was now 

a matter of initiating a study to see how 10 could develop its role in research 

along the lines stated in the paper. An example of what WHO could do was its 

work of co- ordination of research in the recent influenza epidemic„ Useful work 

might also be done in indicating where gaps existed in public health re,search.. 

Once those gaps were discovered it should. be possible to agree on the allotting 

of specific groups or agencies to cover them. Another area was the facilitation 

of communications between scientists and research institutions. The Chairman 

cf the present committee himself, as a member of the Executive Board, had pointed 

to the need for greater circulation of knowledge concerning the research being 

carried out in various countries, 'гhо training of research personnel was of the 

greatest importance„ It was necessary to have competent personnel and provide 

adequate opportunities for training in research work„ 
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The United States delegation did not presume to explore all the ways of 

intensifying the role of WHO in this field; that could best be done by the 

Organization itself. One thing that could be done was to bring together a small 

staff of highly experienced medical research administrators who had specialized 

knowledge and had administered research on a large scale. Such a group, working 

with expert committees or directly with counterparts in the various countries, and 

with the non -governmental organizations and other agencies, could explore the field 

and prepare a plan for the Health Assembly. The United States was prepared to make 

a special grant to the Organization of f 300 000 to enable it to make this study 

and to develop such a plan. As Dr Eisenhower had pointed out at the Commemorative 

Session, Lhe United States was prepared, if such a plan should be accepted by the 

Health Assembly, to participate in giving substantial support to it. Ho hoped that 

the Health Assembly would see fit to institute such a study so that its results 

could be examined at the 'гwelfth dorld Health Assembly, 

Dr AUJkLEU (France) said that in matters of research there were two attitudes 

possible for national health services and for WHO: either to await the results of 

research carried out haphazardly or to determine the subjects on which research 

should be concentrated and then institute or co- ordinate such research. Of course, 

research could not be directed as easily as, say, preventive medicine. Sometimes 

the most useful discoveries originated in fields far removed from public health. 

However, if one were to wait passively for the results of researc undertaken in a 

haphazard manner, one might have to wait a long time before any discoveries of 
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benefit to public health were made. So far ‚r+H0 had been a little timid with regard 

to research and had engaged in it with some hesitation. He welcomed the initiative 

taken by the United States delegation as compelling WHO to take a clear stand, ene 

way or the other, on this question. He had no particular criticism to offer with 

regard to the proposal, except that it might be a little naive to believe that 

great results could be expected from scientific congresses. Apart from this minor 

comment, he fully agreed with what was proposed in document Aц /13, and his 

delegation would be happy to support any attempt to stimulate research along the 

lines indicated. 

Dr ENGEL (Sweden) expressed appreciation for the initiative taken by the 

United States delegation for the promotion of research in public health. Medical 

research was in fact preventive medicine at the highest level. Keeping abreast 

with advances in science was cne of the most important and most difficult tasks 

facing health administrations. Co- ordinating research in public health was one way 

of recruiting the best brains of the medical profession into the public health 

field. His delegation would support any draft resolution along the lines of the 

United States proposal. 

Dr SA.NCHEZ VIGIL (Nicaragua) also congratulated the United States delegation 

on its initiative. In the past, various countries had undertaken medical research 

programmes but WHO, unhampered by national boundaries, was able to do much more in 

this field. With the necessary financial support, it could carry out, for example, 

studies on malnutrition. In this connexion he referred to work that had been done 

by the Institute of Nutrition of Central America and Panama and by the Rockefeller 

Foundation, which had used for this work laboratories situated in various countries. 

Н welcomed the United States proposal as one that opened up new vistas of public 

health. 
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Sir Arcot MUDALI.R (India) supported the United States proposal for a study to 

plan an intensified research program. The demand for research was growing everywhere, 

and WHO must now reconsider its position in that regard. Medical research was linked t. 

scientific research in other fields, and medical research workers must ,bе enацеd to ke. 

in closer contact with the research carried on in the physical and biological sciences. 

He was glad to note that one of the areas of activity mentioned in the proposal was 

the standardization of scientific terminology and methods. Moreover, in a world where 

vastly differing conditions existed, and where the disease factors were often 

attributable to climatic conditions, a knowledge of those factors would be very useful 

in solving some of the problems connected with disease. 

Dr DJORDJEVIC (Yugoslavia) expressed the support of his delegation for the 

United States proposal, which should be of considerable benefit to the Organization. 

Professor MU TENDAM (Netherlands) was grateful to the United States Government 

for its proposal. However, he wondered whether it would be feasible to make a general 

approach to the problems of research in such a large field. Yiould it not be better to 

give priority to a limited field of research, e.g. methods of epidemiology in chronic 

diseases, for which there were already recommendations from different parts of the 

world? 
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Dr METC&LFE (Australia) thought the project was important and a valuable 

contribution by the United States delegation. However, it would be one of extra- 

ordinary difficulty in aгiministratioп. In his own country, the following considera- 

tions determined, the granting of funds for research* whether the project was 

worthwhile, whether the applicant was capable of carrying it out, whether the 

facilities were suitable for the project, and whether there was adequate supervision. 

Research on an international basis was even more difficult than in an individual 

country, A project such as that in question would cost a minimum of $ 2 000 000 a 

year to get under way, and if such a sum were not available would not get very far. 

He supported the United States proposal provided that it was limited to a 

study of the possibilities in the matter. He would ask the United States delegation. 

wivеther the offer was contingent on the passage of the amendment to the .Act providing 

for United States participation in 7í10, mentioned in document All /13. He also 

suggested that if such a project were put into effect it should be limited in the 

main to such diseases as cancer and heart disease; these were of extraordinary 

complexity, and there wore many other diseases which should receive prior attention,. 

Dr GARCIA (Philippines) heartily supported the United States proposal. It was 

wcfl knovтn that in the less -developed countries there wes a tremendous lag in re- 

search. While some diseases would require large some of money for research, there 

wore others on which it could be carried out at the national level for a few thousand 

dollars; but even then the money was not available in the countries concerned. A 

good deal of such research could be carried. out with the $ 300 000 being made 

available through the proposal. He expressed the gratitude of his Government and 

people for this gesture on the part of the United States. 
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Professor GRASHСHENКOV (Union of Soviet Soсialist Republics) welcomed the 

initiative of the United States of America on this question and its offer of special 

funds to in±tri.atе a research programme. His delegation understood the desire to 

promote medical, resrсh► In his country science and medical research were closely 

linked. However, more research was needed on certain types of diseases, and the 

broadening and stimulating of medical research was extremely useful. He would be 

interested to hear if the United States delegation could present concrete ways and 

means of utilizing the funds. The needs were greats previous speakers had mentioned 

cancer, malnutrition and many other questions. The funds were not over- ааhundant, 

and it was necessary to use them in the most useful direction. He proposed that the 

Director -General and the United States delegation, perhaps with the Executive Board, 

should together work out a complete programme for utilizing these funds°. 

Dr ЅLIМ (Tunisia) thanked the- United States delegate for the outline he had 

given of the proposal in regard to research. There were three requirements for 

scientific research: the subject for study, the equipment for carrying out the study, 

and the people to do the work. The subject for study, which would be a disease of 

some kind, was unfortunately still the privilege of the under- developed countries, 

The equipment would come from the economically developed countries. The people were 

to be found in both the developed and under -developed countries - scientists in the 

former? , their pupils in the latter. It could be a fine example of international 

co- operation. He suggested that it was rather in the 'inder'-developed countries that 

the research laboratories should be instituted, so that those countries might learn 

from the experience of the more advanced countries. 
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)r EL -he T ANI (ik ted 1,rab Rupublic) suppor tеd the United States ?ropes .. 1, 

Internаtional research should cover every important communicable disease and not be 

confiпeд to a few. WЖ) had ale -radу* helped in tYtis field by sending evрerts to 

laboratories in various countries, including his own, where considerable work had 

bean done on insects and insecticides. Research work in the laboratory vas also 

closely connected with control work in the field. The organization of research 

should be at two levels: at the natior,a? level, each country should be required to 

organize its own programme of medieel research; and, at the international level, all 

иember States should co- ordinate research among themselves as far as possible. 

Professor CANA PERIA (Italy) associated himself with the congratulations extended 

to the United States delegation on its proposal. The research policy of WHO 

established by the Second World Health Assembly included the provision that the 

Organization should not consider the establishment, under its own auspices, of 

international research institutions. This principle should be retained. While the 

activity of the Organization had been modest, there had been co- operation between 

research workers and laboratories, as in the case of the campaign against influепza. 

In the document submitted by the United. Mates delegation there were certain 

proposals tending to strengthen the role of WHO in research. To determine gap аreaэ 

in medical and public health research would be easy; to find means of bridging th 

gaps would be more difficult. It would be left to the work and the imagination of 

individual research workers. However, the proposal was of great interest, and his 

delegation would support it enthusiastically. 

Dr ТIЮ гT (New Zealand) said that there appeared to be two interpretations of 

the proposal. Onе was that out of the fund a local administrator uld be able to 

get help to carry out a project, as had been suggested by the delegate of the 
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Philippines. His еan interpretation was the opposites that this was a proposal by 

the United States Government to give $ 300 000 for a study of what might be the 

future functions of WHO in the field of research. In the meantime no -one was asked 

to do anything but wait for the results of the work of the small expert group, for 

which the $ 300 000 would be paying. When the group's conclusions were ready, a 

plan would be put before the next Health Assembly for its consideration. There 

would be no obligation on the part of any other country to contribute until then. 

He trusted that this interpretation was the right one. 

Sir Kenneth C�JWAN (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) 

understood that the project was strictly limited at the moment to a study by the 

Director -General into methods of co- ordinating research and the other items mentioned 

in the working paper, and that there was no question of any country being committed 

to make contributions to locally -instituted research or to any organization of 

international research institutions. So long as it was clearly understood that this 

was to be merely a study of the items mentioned in the paper, his delegation 

supported the proposal whole -heartedly. 

Dr HYDE (United States of America) in answering the various questions raised, 

expressed gratification at the manner in which the proposal had been received. As 

the delegates of New Zealand and the United Kingdom had indicated, the proposal was 

one for a study in the first place. That proposal was entirely consistent with the 

policy adopted in 1949 and did not contain any suggestion that TЙ1О should establish 

international research institutions under its own auspices. Nor was there any 

suggestion that WHO should embark upon a programme of grants to any greater extent 

than at present. Certain grants were made in connexion with present programmes, in 

line with the subparagraph (2) of resolution WHA2.19, but there was no suggestion 
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that WHO should embark on a large graft programme. 

Nor was the proposal limited to any disease or group of diseases. It called for 

a stud/ of the research needs and resources to determine where international 

assistance was most urgently needed. Global epidemiology might be one of the areas 

that the study group would consider as of first importance. He presumed also that 

such a group would give consideration to what might be done in some of the social 

sciences as well as the principal sciences, and even the question of research 

administration and how best to administer public- health programmes. When the plan 

was presented, it would probably call for consideration of increased expenditures in 

the field of research, and it might offer several alternate proposals. 

The reference in document All /13 to the proposed legislation had been added as 

an indication 0 the great interest in this matter on the part of the United States 

А,Illinistration and also of the Congress. It would not be necessary to go to Congress 

for the $ 300 000; that would be a grant from the Public Health Service. However, 

if a project should be presented and approved by the Health Assembly, it would be 

necessary for the United States Government to seek an appropriation to support such 

a project. 

It was expected that the study would be made by people of high standing, that 

it would reflect the competence that had characterized WHO and its Director- General, 

and that a sound plan would be presented to the next Health Assembly. 

The DIRЕСТСR -GFNE AL expressed his gratitude to the United States Government for 

its offer aimed at stimulating the work of WHO in research. It should be realized 

that this was a consequence of ten years of work by WHO. At the beginning the 

Organization had not known how farit could go in the matter of research, Efforts had 

been made to stimulate certain types of research, without building up a real рrograпr_me 
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to be carried on by the Organization. It would be a mistake to think that from now 

on the Organization had plenty of money to spend all over the world for research. 

лs shown from past experience, the work done by the national research organizations 

was most important, and this offer by the United States Government should stimulate 

national governments to carry on more and more research in medicine and related 

fields on a co- ordinated basis. The United States Government was offering WHO an 

opportunity to analyse what its problems were and what could be done to stimulate 

research in their direction. 

Research could not be imposed. Nor could one tell what the results would be. 

It was afield where even a negative result was ee important as a positive one. 

Research should not be judged in the same way as an eradication programme or a 

demonstration programme. It should be realized that some of the investments would not 

bring, at least outwardly, the results that were expected. The Director -General was 

being asked to find the ways and means of studying what the Organization could do 

to develop this special type of work, namely, the stimulation and co- ordination of 

health research all over the world. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed the following draft resolution for the consideration of 

the Committee: 

The Eleventh World Health Assembly, 

Having studied the proposal submitted by the delegation of the United 
States of America for the development of a plan for an intensified research 
programme and their offer of additional funds for this purpose; 

Noting that WHO, under its Constitution, is required to promote and con- 
duct research in the field of health; 

Realizing that the Organization is already playing an important role in 
stimulating and co- ordinating research in medical and scientific fields such 
as influenza, poliomyelitis, rabies, chemotherapy of tuberculosis, brucellosis, 
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the treponematoses, resistance to insecticides in disease vectors, efficacy 
of vaccines, preparation of standards for pharmaceutical preparations, sera 
and vaccines, nutrition and others; 

Considering that further knowledge is needed on the etiology, treatmеr.:. 

and prevention of certain diseases common to mankind, including chronic 
diseases such as cancer and heart disease and other diseases; 

Recognizing that the. Organization has established a system of co- ordina- 
tion of research through collaboration with laboratories and institutions on 
a world -wide scale; and 

Recognizing that a weU-designed pien for expanding the role of WHo in 
research would merit the support of many Member States, 

1. THANKS the United States of Aтегica for this initiative and for the con- 
tribution of funds to enable the Director- General to prepare a plan for a 
programme of co- ordinated international research; 

2. ВЕLIЕгЕS that within the policies established by WHO the Organization can 
profitably expand its role in research in the following areas of activity 
among others: 

(1) co- ordination of research on an interantional scale through 
integrated laboratory networks; 

(2) the identification and definition of gap areas in medical and public 
health research; 

(3) standardization of scientific terminology and methods; 

(1t) facilitation of communication between scientists and research 
institutions; 

(5) determination of unmet requirements for facilities and equipment; 

(6) training of research personnel; 

(7) promotion and support of scientific congresses, seminars and other 
meetings of medical scientists; 

(8) stimulation and advice to national and international official and 
voluntary agencies in the research area. 
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3. RЕQUESTS the Director- Generalг 

(1) to organize and arrange for a special study of the role of WHO in 
medical and health research and of ways in which the Organization might 
assist more adequately in stimulating and co- ordinating research and 
developing research personnel, 

(2) to prepare a plan on the basis of such study in the furtherance of 
research for transmission to the twenty-third session of the Executive 
Board and to the Twelfth World Health Assembly, with cost estimates. 

The text of this draft resolution would be circulated and he suggested that 

it be considered at the next meeting. 

It was so agreed. 

The meeting rose at 5.25 P.m. 


