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1. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General,, Department of Administration and Finance, 

opened the meeting on behalf of the Director-General. He called for nominations for 

the office of Chairman of the Sub-Committee#

Mr TOUSSAINT (France) proposed as Chairman Mr Campiche (Switzerland), saying 

that he was an expert on international organizations and legal matters*

Dr VANMJGLI (Italy) seconded the proposal.

Decision: Mr Campiche (Switzerland) was unanimously elected Chairman.

My Campiche took the Chair»

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Sub-Committee for electing him to the Chair,,

He called for nominations for the offices of Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur.

Mr BOUCHER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) proposed that 

Dr El Wakil (United Arab Republic) be elected both Vice-Chairman and Rapporteure

Mr CALDERWOOD (United States of America) seconded the proposal.

Decision: Dr El Wakil was unanimously elected Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur 
of the Sub-Committee.

2* AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY : Item 7.7 of the 
Agenda (Executive Board Resolution EB21.R£l)

The CHAIRMAN requested the Secretary to introduce the iter:’.,

Mr ZARB (Chief, Legal Office) Secretary, said thát the problem before the Sub

committee had already been discussed at length at meetings of the Health Assembly and
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the Executive Board, The previous history was reported in Official Records No, 79 

(particularly pages l4Í?2-l|60 ),

The Director-General had submitted for consideration at the nineteenth session 

of the Executive Board a suggestion to the effect, firstly, that a new text, which 

he put forward, be substituted for paragraph 2 of Rule 92 so as to provide a 

definition of the "three years” period designated in Article 2J? of the Constitution 

instead of the definition of the term ’'year" in that paragraph, and, secondly, that 

Rule 9? be deleted because it prevented the election of a Board member becoming 

effective until the Board met and it created doubt as to when the three-year period 

ended, The member of the Board designated by the United Kingdom, Sir John Charles, 

was not in favour of the suggestion of the Director-General on the grounds that the 

terms of the Constitution should be treated strictly and that therefore the word 

’'years'1 in Article 25> meant years as defined in dictionaries. The Executive Board 

had then referred the various opinions expressed on the matter to the Tenth World 

Health Assembly* After discussing it thoroughly, the Tenth World Health Assembly 

had requested the Executive Board to reconsider the matter and sufcmit a practical 

proposal in accordance with the Constitution for consideration at the Eleventh World 

Health Assembly, At its twenty-first session the Executive Board had agreed to 

submit (in its resolution EB21*R^l) for consideration at the current Health Assembly 

a text providing a flexible and practical definition for the beginning and end of 

the three-year term of Members entitled to designate a member to serve on the 

Executive Board,

Mr BOUCHER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) said that he 

would be content if the Executive Boards proposal was adopted. At the Tenth World 

Health Assembly th<= United Kingdom délégation had stated its views o n the subject



fully; it was content with the account of its views in the official record of that 

Assembly, The Working Party which the Executive Board had set up to consider the 

matter had stated in its report (document EB21/67) that it "believed that a final 

solution to this question was to be found in the eventual amendment of the relevant 

articles of the Constitution when the occasion presented itself"j he would suggest 

that the Sub-Committee include a similar passage in its report on the item*

Mr KITTANI (Iraq) suggested that in Rule 99 (as proposed by the Executive Board 

in its resolution EB21.R^l) the words "was elected" and "was replaced" should be 

amended to read "is elected" and "is replaced", respectively, since they were surely 

meant to apply for as long as the Organization remained in existence*

Mr* CALEERWOOD (United States of America) said he could see no objection to that 

suggestion.

Mr BOUCHER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) agreed with 

the Iraqi Delegate, especially since the Sub-Committee was dealing with legal 

English, ixhich differed in many respects from colloquial English.

Decisión: The Sub-Committee adopted the draft resolution in Executive
Board resolution EF:2L,RS'.i.3 amended as suggested by the Iraqi delegate*
It also adopted the suggestion made by the United Kingdom delegate*

3* CONVENTION ON PRIVILEGES AND ШИШ TIES OF THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES,
AMENDMENTS TO ANNEX VII: Item 7,11 of the Agenda (Document AII/AFL/2)

The SECRETARY said that in Document All/AFL/2 there was a full explanation of 

the reasons which had led the Director-General to put forward the suggestion in the 

draft resolution on page 2 of that document that Annex VII of the Convention on 

Privileges ard Immunities of the Specialized Agencies be amended so as to confer 

diplomatic status on the Assistant; Directors-General and the Regional Pi тдпtn -гя. _
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Before submitting that draft resolution, the Director-General had consulted the 

executive heads of specialized agencies similar to WHO, and the results of those 

consultations were given in the annexes to the document. The letter he had 

received from the Director-General of ILO (Annex 6) showed that that organization 

had long ago taken action similar to that now suggested for WHO, Of course, WHO 

was the only specialized agency with a regional organization and which therefore had 

a number of regional directors, to whom the diplomatic status would be accordcd,

Mr PASTINEN (Finland) asked whether the Director-General had received a reply to 

the letter he had addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations (Annex 8), 

Was there any likelihood that the Secretary-General would object t© the adoption of 

the draft resolution? Had diplomatic status been conferred on the executive 

secretaries of the regional Economic Commissions of the United Nations Economic and 

Social Council, to whom he supposed the regional directors of WHO might be 

assimilated?

The SECRETARY said the Director-General had not yet received a reply to that 

letter. He did not think that there would be anything in the Secretaiy-General'-s 

reply at variance with the Director-General's suggestion. That suggestion had been 

made because the Secretary-General of the United Nations had let it be known that 

the diplomatic visas which the United Nations entered in the laissez-passer it 

delivered should be in accordance with the Convention, and that the United Nations 

would have no difficulty in giving such a visa to ацг high official of the specialized 

agencies on whom the relevant annex to the Convention conferred diplomatic status. 

Every bilateral agreement which WHO had made with the six countries in which one of 

its regional offices were situated provided for the Regional Director and Assistant 

Regional Director to enjoy diplomatic status in that country*



The CHAIRMAN said it seemed adoption of-the_-draft resolution would not confer 

on Ш0 greater privileges than those enjoyed by other specialized agencies#

Miss LUNSINGH MEYER (Netherlands) said that her Government was not greatly in 

favour of extending diplomatic privileges and immunities* She doubted whether 

decisions on questions such as that under discussion should be taken by any 

specialized agency acting singly. Should not the Administrative Committee on 

Co-ordination (ACC) take a decision on the matter undor consideration before WHO 

proceeded further?

The SECRETARY said that the number of high ranking officials who would have full 

diplomatic status conferred on them if the draft resolution was adopted was 

small and limited. As he had already stated, bilateral agreements between WHO and 

host governments already provided for those high ranking officials to enjoy 

diplomatic status* Those governments had not raised the slightest difficulties 

regarding that provision. The ACO had been set up to enable the executive heads 

of the United Nations and the specialized agencies to exchange views, co-ordinate 

their activities and prevent duplication of work* All that ACC could do in regard 

to the question had already been done by means of the correspondence between the 

executive heads of those organizations which w as annexed to the document under 

discussion,

Mr TOUSSAINT (France) said that his Government had accorded full diplomatic 

status to all officials of the rank of those mentioned in the draft resolution in the 

offices of the United Nations agencies on French territory, namely UNESCO Headquarter: 

in Paris and the WHO Regional Office in Brazzaville, indeed it had agreed to similar 

privileges for the Assistant Regional Director for Africa, He wondered, however, 

whether the draft resolution was not couched in terms that were somewhat too
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The SECRETARY replied that the terms used in the draft resolution were those 

always used in similar contexts*

The CHAIRMAN, speaking as delegate of Switzerland, said that his Government 

observed the same policy in regard to international organizations with offices in 

Switzerland as that just indicated by the representative of France.

Decision: The draft resolution on page 2 of document All/AFL/2 was
adopted unanimously.

The CHAIRMAN said that a draft report on the items which had been discussed at 

the meeting would be submitted for consideration at the next meeting of the 

Sub-Committee,
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The meeting rose at P«ro«


