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I. Developments subsequent to the Tenth Porld Health Assembly
1.1 A re-ort^ on the accommodation for the Regional Office for the re stern 
Pacific was made to the Tenth ForId Health .assembly, and after discussion of 
,'rarious aspects cf the situation the .assembly adopted resolution THA10. 23.
Py this resolution the Assembly decided to accept the offer of the Government of 
the ^biliopines for free use of the land on -which to construct a new effice build
ing and an outright donation of 500 000 pesos toward the cost of construction.
The Assembly reouested the Director-General, in consultation with the Chairman of 
the Executive Board, to prrceed with the negotiations of the terms and the execu
tion of an agreement with the Government for the new accommodation. The 
resolution also:

"II. 1. AUTHORIZES the establishment of a building fund to be 

maintained notwithstanding Financial Regulation Ц.З until connletien 
of the construction project;

2. DECID- S to credit to the fund the contribution of the Government 
of the Philippines and any voluntary contributions twards the cost
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•f construction of the building made by Member States in response to the 

invitation in paragraph 3 of resolution EB19.R27,"
3. AUTHORIZES the Director-General to advance as needed from the Working 
Capital Fund such amounts as may be necessary to meet the cost of the 
construction not covered by the contributions credited uxder paragraph 2 
above up to a maximum of US$ 250 000 and to credit such advances to the 
building fund; and

h. APPROVES the Director-General's plan for reimbursing the Working 
Capital Fund for the advances made under the previsions of paragraph II.3."

1.2 The Director-General reported fully to the Executive Board, at its twenty-first
session, the developments which took place subsequent to the Tenth W^rld Health

1 2 Assembly and up to that time. The Board adopted resolution EB21.R56.

1.3 Since the twenty-first session of the Beard, the Government of the Philippines 
has provided the necessary legal document conferring upon the Organization the free 
use of the land for the building site, and has paid to the Organization the donation 
of 500 000 pesos which has been credited tc the Building Fund. The contract for the 
construction of the building has been awarded and the construction work is fully under 
way.

2. Financial Position
2.1 The financial position with regard to the construction of the Regional Office 
building is as follows. The latest estimated total cost of the building is 
approximately US$ 5U0 000. The Building Fund established by authority of the Tenth 
World Health Assembly has been credited with the following amounts:
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US$ Equivalent US$ Equivalent

Donation by the Government of the 
Philippines 250 000

Voluntary contributions:
Brunei 3 300
Cambodia 5 000
China £0 000
Fiji Islands 2 503
Hongkong 8 772
Korea 5 000
Laos 5 000
Malaya 9 900
Netherlands 10 000
North Borneo 3 300
Sarawak 8 251

111 026 111 026

Total: 36I 026

2.2 In addition the following offers of voluntary contributions have been 
made but payments not yet received:

US$> Equivalent

Japan 
Singapore 
Viet Nam

5o 000 

9 90 0 
5 000

Tetal: 64 990



2,3 Obligations incurred against the ÎUnd up te 30 April amount to US$ 230 61*2,
leaving a balance as at that date of US$ 125 38JU•

2.h In the light ef the estimated total cost of the building, of the crédits 
in the Fund, and the pledges made so far, it will be necessary to advance an 

amount of approximately US$ 115 000 from the Working Capital bund to be credited 
to the Building Fund in accordance with the authority vested in the Director- 
General under paragraph 11,3 of resolution WHA10.28 of the Tenth World Health 
Assembly. However, it is also clear that the amount actually required to be 
ultimately advanced fron the Working Capital Fund will depend on the final 
total cost of the building and also on the extent to which any further voluntary 
contributions may be forthcoming.

2.5 The present position therefore indicates that the prevision *f US$> 100 000 
included in the 1958 budget for reimbursement of the Working Capital Fund will 
be fully used for the purpose. The Director-General finds it difficult, how
ever, at this stage to forecast whether a larger or smaller amount that the 
remaining US$ 15 000, according te present estimates, will be needed for 
reimbursement of the Working Capital Fund in 1959.
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ACCOMMODATION FOR THE REGIONAL OFFICE 
FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC

1. At the request of some delegates for additional information on the accommodation 

for the Regional Office for the ''.estera Pacific and particularly on the cost, 
financial implications and justification for a possible extension by one floor of

2. The new building now under uonstruction, estimated at present to cost
US# 5м0 000, was planned to accommodate 75 staff members, which equals the 195>3 
and 1959 establishment of the regional office staff, regional advisers and their 
secretarial assistance. The building will accommodate the staff of the 
United Nations Information Centre, the UJICEF ¿rea Office and the Office of 
the Resident Representative of the Technical Assistance Eoard, totalling 22 staff 
members. In addition; three offices т&еге included for some future expansion.
3. It will be recalled that in the original plan'*' for the building construction 
the preliminary estimates for the costs of the building was USV 500 000 and that 
the donation of the Philippine Government of Pesos 500 000 equivalent to
USij) 250 000, would meet approximately half of the cost. It was therefore 
considered necessary to plan the construction towards a target cost figure of 
approximately * 500 000, and it was not found possible to make provision for more 
than three offices for future expansion.

the building at this stage, the Director-General submits the following further
report.

1 Off, bee, lid Hlth Org. 76, Annex 5, U2—Ы+
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il. It is clear that the three extra offices do not provide for future expansion. 

Indeed, it is not sufficient even to accommodate 13 additional staff members required 
for the malaria eradication operations to be carried out in the Western Pacific Region 
and which were not foreseen when the building was planned. To accommodate this staff 
seven offices are needed. While it is impossible at the present time to forecast 
what additional staff may be required in the future, it would be prudent with the 
present trend of progressive expansion of activities to assume that more staff and ( 
consequently more office space will be required in the near future. The experience 
gained in another regional office, which has fairly recently acquired new accommodation, 
shows that a need already exists for more office spate. The Director-General 
believes, therefore, that very careful consideration should be given now to the 
possible expansion of the Western Pacific Regional Office building by the addition 
of a floor before the construction is completed. Such an addition would be 
financially more advantageous than to build additions at some future date, and the 

authorization for the necessary funds already exists.
5. The estimated cost of an additional floor, which would provide about 22 offices,  ̂

to be built before the roof is put on, is $ 115 000. In the future, when an additional 
floor has to be built, and assuming no change in prices, it is estimated to cost 
$ 168 500 or $ 53 500 more. If the Health Assembly should approve that the building 

be expanded now the financial implications are as follows:
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US $Total cost of expanded building according to
present estimates.......... ............. 655 000

Donation by the Government of the Philippines . . 250 000

Voluntary contributions received and pledged . . 239 926 h89 926

Balanee to be financed by advances from the 
Working Capital Fund (in accordance with the 
authority vested in the Director-General by
paragraph II. 3 of resolution WHA10.281 . . . .  165 07Í;

As will be seen from the above table the amount which would have to be withdrawn
from the Working Capital Fund to finance the total cost of an expanded building is
$ 165 O7I1, which is within the maximum cf $ 250 000 authorized by the Tenth Y/orld

2Health Assembly to be advanced from the Working Capital Fund.
3

Provision is contained in the Appropriation Resolution for 1958 (WHA10.38) 
under Part IVî Other Purposes, Appropriation Section 9, of an amount of $ 100 000 
for "Reimbursement of the Working Capital Fund . There is a further provision included 

in the proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for 1959^ under the same Part and 
Appropriation Section, in an amount of $ 100 000 for the same purpose. It will 
therefore be seen that, thanks to the generous voluntary contributions cf Members, 
it would be possible to meet the cost of an expanded building within the budgetary 

provisions made and the authorization already given to the Director-General in 
resolution WHAIO.28 of the Tenth World Health Assembly.

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Uth ed., p. 206
Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Uth ed., p. 206
Handbock of Resolutions and Decisions, Uth ed., p. 131
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6. Should the Health Assembly concur in the Director-General's proposal, it may 
wish to adopt a resolution along the following lines:

"The Eleventh World Health Assembly,
Noting the report of the Director-General on developments with regard 

to the accommodation for the Regional Office for the Western Pacific;^

1. THANKS the donors for their generous contributions towards the costs 
of construction of the Regional Office building;
2. EXPRESSES its satisfaction with progress to date;
3. CONCURS in the Director-General's proposal to construct an additional 
floor of the building, on the understanding that the existing authorization 
for financing will not be exceeded; and
h- REQUESTS the Director-General to report further progress to the 
Executive Board."

1
Documents AII/AFL/16 and AII/AFL/16 Add.l


