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1. Introduction
1.1 It has now become clear that the full amount of $ 100 000, (Appropriation 

Section 9) indue’ed in the Director-General's proposed programme and budget

to meet the costs of construction of the accommodation .for the western Pacific 

Regional Office. (Sec document A11/aFL/16). Rather than surest that the 

proposed budget estimates for 1959 be reduced by the estimated amount not re

quired for that building, the Directer-Genoral believes it incumbent on him t<* 

call the attention of the World Health Assembly to the long-term space require

ments at Headquarters, and to invite the Assembly to consider whether the time 

has now come when arrangements should begin to be undertaken to meet those 

requirements.

2 « Present Accommodation

2.1 The premises occupied by the Headquarters Office have for some time proved 

to be insufficient, and will be even more inadequate when the Malaria Eradication 

Programme, necessitating the employment of a number of additional staff, has been 

fully developed.

2.2 When in 191+8,-L'9 it was decided to accept the offer of the United Nations and 

to establish the И 0  Headquarters Office in the Palais des Hâtions, it was antici

pated that when the Organization had been developed further the Headquarters staff

estimates for 1959^ to reimburse the Working Capital Fund will not be required
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of WHO would comprise about I4.OO-I4.5O staff members. At that time, of course, 

the lix >:.nded Programme of Technical Assistance had not yet been developed. TOO 

estimated that, to house the staff and to leave a margin for eventual future 

developments, it would require approximately 310 individual offices. As this 

requirement necessitated the enlargement of the Palais des Nations, the cost of 

■which exceeded substantially the generous contribution received from the Swiss 

Government, TOO agreed, in the interests of economy, to reduce its requirements 

to approximately 295 offices. In this number were included several double 

offices for higher executive staff and some bigger ro^ms for committees, for 

archives, etc.

2„3 TOO in an Agreement concluoed with the United Nations in February 1950 

provided the United Nations with the funds necessary to finance the construc

tion of new offices and the transformation of some existing space in the Palais 

des Nations to provide approximately 210 offices.

2.Ц In consideration of the funds paid by TOO to the United Nations for the 

purposes described in paragraph 2.3, tLc United Nations leased to TOO approxi
mately 295 offices for a period of 99 years, with an„option to lease additional 
space should WHO require it and should the United Nations be able to make it 

availableо

2.5 In the course of the yjKrs following the signature of the Agreement, TOO 
had to sacrifice some of the smaller offices in order to establish a library 

reading room and to provide more space for its archives, its stenographic pool, 

etc. On the other hand a. few additional small offices have been gained by 

certain internal transformations. As a result of these changes TOO had at its
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disposal, at the end of 1955, 271 staff offices, 8 bigger room used as library 

reading room, stenographic pool room, registry, briefing room, travel agency 

rot.nj etc. and four committee rooms. In the 271 offices there had to bo 

accommodated, at the end of 1955} Í4-36 Headquarters staff plus 1*6 European Re
gional Office staff, the total of h.82 staff members by far exceeding the maximum 

on which WHO planned when leasing its present premises from the United Nations.

2,6 The inadequacy of the existing promises was reported by the Director- 

General to the Executive Board at its seventeenth session^ on the occasion of 
the discussion of the estimates for the upkeep of the premises. The Director- 

General did not propose then any spec" ' ! -.asures, expecting that after the 

removal of the European Regional Office, which then occupied 27 offices, the 

situation would be somewhat alleviated for the Headquarters staff. The transfer 

of the Regional Office and its staff did in fact permit a more rational distri

bution of the Headquarters staff, but most of the vacated offices were quickly 

absorbed by the growing staff at Headquarters which, from Ц36 at the beginning 

of 1956, had by the end of December 1957 reached a figure of I4.6O, and by the end 
of April 1958. a figure of 519. The number of staff budgeted at Headquarters 

for 1958 is Í4.7O under1 Regular Funds, ц2 under the Expanded Programme of Technical 
Assistance and 25 under the Malaria Eradication Special Account, a total of 537> 

without taking into account temporary staff, visitors or short-term consultants 

which must also be housed.

Off. Rec. ¥ld Hlth Org, 69. Appendix 15
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3. Need for additional space ‘

3.1 The development -of the technical-work of MHO, and in particular of its

¡u-.... A ...dcation Programma, -can be expected to necessitate further increases

of the Headquarters staff. The moment therefore has arrived for WHO Headquarters 

to seek additional promises either -within the Palais des Nations or elsewhere. 

Having been informed by the United Nations that they are not in a position to 

place additional office space at the disposal of WHO, the Director-General has 

entered into negotiations with the Cantonal Authorities of Geneva -with a view 

to leasing at the Contre International situated in the Place des Nations a cer

tain number of offices at present occupied by the International Labour Office 

and which the latter hopes to evacuate by July 1950, The annual rental price 

is Sw.fr. 50 per square metre, plus Sw.fr, 7 per square metre to cover heating 

charges. The cleaning of the offices and all other services will be the respon

sibility of TOO,

3.2 This solution, however, is not only costly, but from the administrative 

peint of view unsatisfactory. Additional space in the Palais des Nations, on the 

other hand, would permit all Headquarters staff to be housed in one building.

This, however, would necessitate a further enlargement of the Palais, to which

it is understood the United Nations would not be opposed provided that it be 

done at no cost to them.

3.3 Preliminary studies are being carried out by the Secretariat with a view 

to establishing with all possible precision the additional space requirements of 

TOO Headquarters inducing provisions for the future. The United Nations and the 

ILO - which shares with the other organizations the use of the conference facili

ties in the Palais being interested in the expansion in the total space resources



aii/afl/i5
page 5

of the Palais, are willing to proceed immediately with a joint study of the ques

tion.

3,h The Administrative Committee on Coordination at its meeting in May 1958 

considered the problem, and in its report suggested that attention should be 

given to the problem of space in the Palais des Nations (see para 2.1, document 

All/AFL/13).

k» Possible methods of financing

It is to meet the contingency of WHO having ultimately to pay the costs of con

struction of additional Headquarters space '.mat the Director-General proposes that 

the World Health Assembly constitute now a new Headquarters Building Fund, into 

which could be paid from the 1959 budget such amounts аз are not required under 

Appropriation Section 9 for reimbursement of the Working Capital Fund.


