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1. PRESENTATION OF THE DARLING FOUNDATION MEDAL AND ШЕЕ 
REMISE DE LA MEDALLE ET DU PRIX DE LA FONDATION DARLING 
ENTREGA DE LA MEDALLA Y GEL PREMIO DE LA FUNDACION DARLING

The PRESIDENT: The meeting is called to order.

The only item on the agenda is item 18: Presentation of the Darling 

Foundation Medal and Prize.

The Assembly will recall that the Darling Foundation Prize is awarded 

"for outstanding achievements in the pathology, etiology, epidemiology, 

therapy, prophylaxis, or control of malaria”. According to the Regulations 

of the Foundation, the Darling Foundation Committee is empowered to take 

the final decision with regard to the award of the medal and prize, and 

recommends to the Executive Board of the World Health Organization the 

mode of presentation of the said award.

This prize, established by the Darling Foundation, a foundation 

created by private subscriptions, is periodically granted not only to 

honour eminent malariologists who distinguished themselves particularly 

in their work, but also to honour the memory of Dr Samuel Taylor Darling, 

a man who set up a tradition of continuing inquiry and research constantly 

focused on a single primary objective - the control of disease, particularly 

the control of malaria - and who was killed by accident during a study 

mission of the Malaria Commission of the League of Nations.
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The first award vas given to Colonel S, P. James in 1932; the second 

to Professor N. H. Svellengrebel in 1937? the third to Professor H. E. Shortt 

and Professor P. С. C. Garnham in 1951» and the fourth award to Dr G. Coatney 

and Professor G. Macdonald in l^k.

This year, the Darling Foundation Committee decided that the medal and 

prize of the fifth avard be presented to Dr P. F. Bussell. The Executive 

Board at its nineteenth session, in conformity with the Regulations of the 

Foundation, concurred that the presentation be given a most solemn character 

before an audience of world-wide importance, and requested the Director- 

General to arrange for presentation of the medal and prize by the President 

of the Tenth Assembly during the plenary session of that Assembly.

Today is a particularly appropriate day for the presentation of an 

award connected with work in the field of malaria, for one hundred years 

ago today was born the man who later became known to us as Sir Ronald Ross, 

who, as the Director-General recalled in his introductory statement, first 

saw and recognized, in August l897> zygotes in the stomach walls of a 

mosquito, and who thereafter first demonstrated the cycle of avian malaria, 

from which was deduced a similar cycle in human malaria, a deduction very 

soon proved by the Italian workers Grassi, Bastianelli and Bignami.

On this most fitting occasion the award is being made to one who is 

renowned for his outstanding achievements in the control of malaria, and,
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indeed, for his contributions to the whole subject of malariology and who, 

it is particularly interesting to note, drew his inspiration directly from 

Dr S. T. Darling, working as his assistant at the Leesburg Field Laboratory, 

Georgia, shortly after joining the Rockefeller Foundation in 1923.

Dr Paul F. Russell, born in 1094, is an American citizen. He holds 

the A.B. degree of Boston University, the M.D, degree of Cornell University, 

and the M.P.H. of Harvard University. He joined the Rockefeller Foundation 

in 1923, and has been associated with the health work of that foundation 
ever since, particularly in the field of malaria. Most of his working 

life has been spent outside his native land, for he was assigned to Malaya 

from 1925 to 1928, to the Philippines from 1929 to 193*Ь to India from 193^ 

to 19^2, to Venezuela from 19^6 to 19^7> to Rome from 1950 to 1952, and to 

Paris from 1952 to 1953; while from 19^2 to 19^6 he served with the United 

States Army overseas, and in 195^ and 1955 h.e was loaned to the World Health 

Organization, acting as special consultant here in Geneva and visiting a 

number of countries in Asia and the Middle East.

Dr Russell has made outstanding contributions to the epidemiology 

and control of malaria. His brilliant studies in connexion with malaria 

transmitted by Anopheles culicifacies in South India constituted one of 

the earliest demonstrations of the possibility of controlling malaria



a i o /v e/7
page 6

through insecticidal attack on the adult vector, paving the way to the 

similar use of residual insecticides - a technique which, as we all know, 

is the mainstay of modern malaria eradication programmes.

Dr Eussell is the author or co-author of a number of books on malaria 

and of a long list of scientific papers. The title of his latest book - 

"Man* s Mastery of Malaria" - excellently epitomizes the philosophy of 

which Dr Eussell has been so strong a protagonist, a philosophy which guides 

also this Organization in its work of mastering the problem of malaria in 

the world.

Dr Eussell has been closely associated with the World Health Organiza

tion since its inception, and as a member of the Expert Advisory Panel on 

Malaria, has served on the Expert Committee on Malaria on five occasions.

In addition, on several occasions the Organization has greatly benefited 

from the advice of Dr Eussell when he agreed to serve as a consultant to 

the Organization.

Dr Eussell, it is with pleasure that I present you with this medal 

and prize of the Darling Foundation. Please accept my personal congratula

tions. (Applause - Applaud i s s ement s - Aplausos)

Dr EUSSELL: Mr President, distinguished delegates, ladies and 

gentlemen: Standing here before this notable Assembly on this occasion,

I find my emotions a mixture of pride, humility and reminiscence. I am 

proud to have been recommended for this honour by an expert committee of 

outstanding malariologists, and I am very proud indeed to receive it from 

you, Mr President, on behalf of the Darling Foundation and in the presence 

of this Assembly. No other organization in all history has had a greater
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world-wide influence towards the eradication of a major disease than has the 

World Health Organization in respect of malaria during the past few years.

This organization has been the activating catalyst and motivating mainspring, 

the international demonstrator and co-ordinator, in the development of a global 

assault on malaria. I have no doubt that WHO will continue to apply increasing 

power to the attack until this plague has been vanquished.

X also feel humble at this time, first because of щг debt to a great 

many collaborators over the years and in many countries; and secondly, 

because my own acquaintance with current malariology makes clear to me that 

this award might so properly have gone to any one of several colleagues who 

have contributed notably to the subject in recent years.

But even stronger than these feelings of pride and of humility, there 

is this morning a flood of reminiscence stemming back a third of a century 

to the time when I had intimate personal and professional association with 

Samuel Taylor Darling, whom we honour today. In October 1923 I was sent to 

Leesburg, Georgia, for a routine two-week training course at the Rockefeller 

Foundation* s Malaria Field Station, of which Darling was the director. But 

such was Darling's magnetism, and so thoroughly and quickly did he stir in 

me a desire to specialize in malariology, that I stayed at his side for 

fifteen months as a student-assistant. Darling's influence was irresistible 

and to this very day malaria has attracted me more strongly than any other 

aspect of medicine. Of Darling, uniquely among all of my teachers, I can 

say most sincerely in the words of the oath of Hippocrates, "I shall look 

upon him who shall have taught me this art even as on mine own parents1'.



Darling had a robust personality, a pertinacious curiosity, abounding 

energy and a wealth of wisdom. He had a notable record in the Panama Canal 

Zone as pathologist under General Gorgas. There, as Darling several times 

related to me, he met Ronald Ross, the hundredth anniversary of whose birth 

we note today. These two Titans had great respect for each other. After 

Panama, Darling joined the staff of the Rockefeller Foundation, and 

brilliantly carried out studies in Malaya, Java, Fiji, Brazil and the United 

States. His tragic death occurred in the hills above Beirut on 20 May, 1925, 

while he was on a tour for the Malaria Commission of the Health Organisation 

of the League of Nations.

The great lesson consistently expounded by Darling was that in public • 

health activities, concomitant field and laboratory research is essential 

to sound practice. Darling would have given hearty endorsement to the 

emphasis placed on this subject by Professor Parisot in his notable address 

last week, and to the words of your very practical and distinguished 

Director-General in his review of the work of TOO in 1956, where Dr Candau 

states that research is "the real backbone of the various activities through 

which the Organization is striving to promote world health". As regards 

malaria, I believe that without concomitant fundamental investigations, 

world-wide eradication would not be possible. It is indeed fortunate that 

this principle, so tenaciously held by Darling, has been accept^, and that 

TOO is today stimulating, co-ordinating and assisting malaria studies 

throughout the world.
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Finally, Mr President, I have great pleasure in accepting this Darling 

Foundation Medal and Prize that commemorates a famous research malariologist, 

a superb teacher and a close friend. Thank you. (Applause - Applaudissements 

Aplausos)

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr Russell.

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS
COMMUNICATIONS
ANUNCIOS

The PRESIDENT: With the conclusion of item 18 (the only item on our 

agenda this morning), and before adjourning the meeting, I -would like to make 

a few announcements.

The General Committee will meet in Room VII immediately after this 

Assembly meeting at 12 noon. The two main committees -the Committee on 

Programme and Budget and the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal 

Matters - will meet in their respective rooms at 2.30 this afternoon. The 

date of the next plenary meeting will be announced in the Journal. With 

that I adjourn this meeting.

The meeting rose at II.55 a.m„
La séance est levée à II h. 55 с 
Se levanta la sesión a las 11,55 horas.
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