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1. COMMUNICATION

The CHAIRMAN announced that in accordance with rule 30 of the Rules of Procedure 

of the Assembly, Dr Materi, delegate of Tunisia and Vice-President of the Health 

Assembly, had appointed Dr Slim, a member of his delegation, to replace him on the 

General Committee until Tuesday, 1Д May.

2. ADDITION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE AGENDA OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

(a) Item proposed by the Delegation of the United States of America 
(Document A10/13 )

Dr T0G3A (Liberia) asked the delegation of the United States to explain the 

purpose of its proposal, which calls for the amendment of rule 67 of the Rules of 

Procedure of the Assembly, so as to include the approval of the annual budget among 

the "important questions" requiring a two thirds majority of the members present and 

voting.

Dr van Zile HYDE (United States of America) stated that his delegation would give 

all necessary explanations at the meeting of the committee to which the question would 

be referred.

After an exchange of views, it was decided to recommend the Health Assembly to 

include the proposed item on its agenda and to refer it for examination to the 

Committee on Administration, Finance, and Legal Matters, with the proviso, however, 

that when this question was examined by the said Committee, no meeting of the Committee 

on Programme and Budget would take place.
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(b) Item proposed by the Delegation of Costa Rica (Document AlO/lA)

Dr VARGAS-MENDEZ (Costa Rica) stated that his delegation would explain in detail 

before the competent body - which might be the Health Assembly - the reasons for 

which it proposed the inclusion on the agenda of the item entitled "Extension of the 

appointment of the Director-General". He added that a draft resolution on this 

subject would be submitted to the Health Assembly.

Dr COWAN (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) felt that it 

would be premature to examine this item at the present Health Assembly. The 

Director-General's contract, in fact, expired only in July 1958. Furthermore, the 

Executive Board would have to consider the question during its January 1958 session 

and public discussion of this item by the Assembly could only complicate the Board's 

task.

Dr TOGBA (Liberia) also thought that it was a little premature to discuss the 

extension of the Director-General's contract at the present session of the Assembly 

and that this might give rise to difficulties.

Dr VARGAS-MENDEZ (Costa Rica) stated that his delegation, which had carefully 

considered the question, had felt that it was for the present Health Assembly to take 

a decision in this connexion: the Assembly was, in fact, as supreme organ of the 

Organization, competent to nominate the Director-General or to extend his contract; 

the Board, for its part, was responsible for proposing candidates for the post of 

Director-General when it had received notice of a coming vacancy. Dr Vargas-Mendez 

asked the Secretariat to give the General Committee fuller information on this point.



Dr MOORE (Canada) was of the opinion that the question should be referred to the 

Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters.

Mr SAITA (Japan), Chairman of the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal 

Matters, also thought that the question could be submitted to that Committee; it 

would refer its examination, if necessary, to its Legal Sub-Committee.

Dr COWAN (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) said that he 

opposed reference of the question to the Committee; it would in fact inevitably come 

before the Assembly during the present session; moreover, in his opinion it was too 

soon for the Assembly to give a decision on this point.

Dr CLARK (Union of South Africa) agreed with the views expressed by Dr Cowan.

Dr DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General, replying to Dr Vargas-Mendez who had raised 

the question of the legal interpretation of article 31 of the Constitution, referred 

to the provisions of the said article according to which "the Director-General shall 

be appointed by the Health Assembly on the nomination of the Board on such terms as 

the Health Assembly may determine", adding that only the Assembly was competent to 

interpret the Constitution.

Dr CAMERON (Australia) mentioned that article 31 of the Constitution was con

cerned with the appointment of the Director-General and not the extension of his 

contract.
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Sir ARCOT MUDAIIAR (India) asked the Secretariat to inform the General Committee 

under what conditions resolution WHA5'5?5relating to the renewal of the contract of 

the first Director-General, had been adopted by the Fifth World Health Assembly.

The DEFUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL requested the members of the General Committee to 

refer to Official Records No. 42, which contained the proceedings of the Fifth World 

Health Assembly. He read an extract from the minutes of the tenth meeting of the 

General Committee, which reported the discussions of the General Committee concerning 

a draft resolution on the extension of the contract of the first Director-General 

(page 162).

He referred in particular, in this volume of the Official Records to section 1 

of the third report of the Legal Sub-Committee, entitled "Legality of a Draft 

Resolution in respect of Article 31 of the Constitution" (page 352) aid quoted the 

first paragraph of the said report, running as follows: "In view of the fact that 

paragraph (1) of Article 1 of the Agreement signed on 23 July 1948 between the World 

Health Organization and Dr Brock Chisholm provides that the Agreement may be renewed 

by decision of the Health Assembly on such terms as the Health Assembly may decide, 

the Sub-Committee sees no legal objection to the resolution referred to it, and 

approves that resolution, subject to the drafting changes introduced". The Deputy 

Director-General also read the minutes of the proceedings of the tenth meeting of the 

Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters concerning the third report of 

the Legal Sub-Committee (page 309) and quoted the decision arrived at by the Committee, 

worded as follows: "The resolution proposed by the Legal Sub-Committee was approved, 

and it was agreed to recommend to the Health Assembly that Rule 10 of its Rules of
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Procedure /the present Rule 127 should be waived in respect of this item.1’ Finally, 

he explained that when the report of the Committee containing the proposed resolution 

had been submitted to the Assembly in plenary session, the resolution had been put to 

the vote and approved unanimously, without discussion.

Dr COWAN (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) asked whether the 

present position was the same as at the time of the Fifth World Health Assembly. He 

pointed out that if the Assembly came to a decision during the present session, a 

period of one year would elapse between taking the decision and the date of expiry of 

the Director-General's contract.

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL replied that at the time of the Fifth World Health 

Assembly, the contract of the first Director-General was due to expire in July 1953 

and that the proceedings of the Fifth Assembly bad taken place in May 1952.

Dr CAMERON (Australia) thought that if the Assembly were to take a decision now, 

this would render the task of the Executive Board more difficult.

Dr VARGAS-MENDEZ (Costa Rica) pointed out that Dr Candau's contract contained a 

clause to the effect that the present agreement may be renewed by decision of the 

Health Assembly on such terms as the Health Assembly may decide. He reminded the 

Committee that the Health Assembly was the supreme organ of WHO and was not required 

to explain its decisions to the Executive Board. He stressed that under the terms of 

Resolution WHA5.52 the President of the Fifth World Health Assembly had been authorized 

to sign the renewal of the Director-General's contract on behalf of the Organization.



Dr COWAN (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) said that 

in view of the precedents on the subject he would withdraw his objections. He 

explained that in his previous remarks he had dealt only with the procedure to be 

followed and had not discussed the substance of the question.

Dr CLARK (Union of South Africa) expressed the same views as Dr Cowan.

Sir Arcot MUDALIAR (India) thought that the legality of the proposal was 

clearly established by the decision of the Legal Sub-Committee of the Fifth World 

Health Assembly. There was no need to refer the proposal back to a committee at 

that stage,

On his proposal> seconded by Dr Togba (Liberia), it was unanimously decided 

to recommend the Health Assembly to place the additional item proposed by the 

delegation of Costa Rica on its agenda and to consider it in plenary session 

without prior reference to a committee.

(c) Review of salary, allowances and benefits system

Mr SAITA (Japan), Chairman of the Committee on Administration, Finance and 

Legal Matters, said that the Committee had had a report on that question before 

it when examining item 7.3 of its agenda: "Review of work during 1956". The 

members of the Committee had considered that it would be preferable to consider 

the item separately. Moreover, various members had expressed the view that the 

discussions on that item should be concluded in the Committee on Administration, 

Finance and Legal Matters before the Committee on Programme and Budget considered 

the budget level.
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The General Committee decided to recommend the Assembly to place the 

additional item on its agenda and to refer it to the Committee on Administration, 

Finance and Legal Matters.

3. PROGRAMME AND WORK OF THE ASSEMBLY AND OF ITS MAIN COMMITTEES

Dr CLARK (Union of South Africa), Chairman of the Committee on Programme 

and Budget, said that the work of the Committee was proceeding satisfactorily.

It had appointed a Sub-Committee on International Quarantine under the chairmanship 

of Dr Vargas-Mendez, which would be able to meet the following afternoon.

Mr SAITA (Japan), Chairman of the Committee on Administration, Finance and 

Legal Matters, said that the Committee had finished considering the first item 

on its agenda, namely, "Use of the Russian language" and at its morning meeting 

had discussed item 7*3» "Review of work during 1956". At its afternoon meeting 

it would take up item 7*15* "Financial Report and Accounts of WHO for 1956,

Report of the External Auditor, and comments thereon of the Ad Hoc Committee of 

the Exe cutive Board".

The DEPUTY DIRECT®-GENERAL said that before discussing the Assembly's 

programme of work, the General Committee should be informed of the effect that 

placing the new items on the agenda might have on the Assembly's time-table. He 

suggested that the Chairman should ask Mr Siegel, the Assistant Director-General, 

Department of Administration and Finance to explain the point.
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Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, Department of Administration and 

Finance, explained that the inclusion on the agenda of the Committee on Administration, 

Finance and Legal Matters, of the item "Review of Salaries, Allowances and Benefits" 

might delay consideration of the budget level by the Committee on Programme and 

Budget,

He quoted the provisions of paragraph 3 of resolution WHA10.2 and pointed out 

that, under the terms of paragraph 4 of that resolution, the Committee on Programme 

and Budget was not to recommend the budgetary ceiling for 1958 until the Committee 

on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters had completed the work on the status 

of the Working Capital Fund, Assembly Suspense Account, Publications Revolving Fund, 

and any other funds which had a bearing on the financial position of the Organization, 

and had recommended the scale of assessment for 1958. In the normal course of 

events, the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters should finish 

examining those questions during its meeting that afternoon or the next day.

Nevertheless, the question of the review of salaries, allowances and benefits 

would have financial repercussions which should be assessed by the Committee on 

Administration, Finance and Legal Matters before the Committee on Programme and 

Budget examined the budget level for 1958.

Consequently, he thought that the General Committee could recommend the 

Assembly to decide that the Committee on Programme and Budget should not submit 

its recommendation on the budget level until the Committee on Administration,

Finance and Legal Matters had concluded its discussions on the review of salaries, 

allowances and benefits. Another possibility would be for the Committee on
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Programme and Budget to submit its recommendations on the budget level with a 

stipulation that provision would have to be made for an additional amount to 

take account of the decisions of the Committee on Administration, Finance and 

Legal Matters concerning the salary system. He considered the first solution 

preferable, however.

Lastly, he reminded the Committee that the inclusion of the new items on the 

agenda had still to be approved in plenary session.

In view of the explanations furnished by Mr Siegel, the General Committee 

decided to convene a plenary meeting of the Assembly the next morning at 9.30 a.m 

and to recommend the Assembly not to instruct the Committee on Programme and 

Budget to consider the budget level until the Committee on Administration,

Finance and Legal Matters had completed its examination of the review of salaries 

allowances and benefits.

The General Committee adopted the following programme of work for 

Tuesday, 14 May:

9.30 a.m. Plenary Meeting, to be followed by meetings

of the two tees

Noon General Committee

2 .30 p.m. Main Committees

5*30 p.m. Sub-Committee on International Quarantine

The CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee that at its next meeting it was to make 

its proposals for the election of Members entitled to designate a person to serve 

on the Executive Board.

The meeting rose at 1«15 p.m.


