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1. CELEBRATION OF ТНE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF WHO: Item 7.7 of the Agenda 
(Official Records No. 71, Resolution WHA.9.28 Official Records No► 76, 
Resolution EB19.R32; Document A10 /AFL /17 

The СHАIRЛTAN invited the Secretary to introduce the item. 

Mr SIEGEL (Assistant Director -General, Department of Administration and 

Finance), Secretary, drew the Committee's attention to resolution W1A9.2S relating 

to the celebration of the Tenth Anniversary of WHO. The Executive Board, by its 

resolution EB19.R32, recommended to the Assembly that a special ceremony should 

immediately precede the Eleventh World Health Assembly at the same place and in the 

form of a two -day special session. 

In the document before the Committee, the Director- General had suggested a 

possible method of celebrating the anniversary. The Director- General wished to call 

the Committee's attention to the fact that some of the arrangements could not be 

made precise at the present stage: a certain flexibility was desirable to enable 

the details of the final programme to be adjusted to local conditions, depending 

upon the place chosen for the Eleventh World Health Assembly and its two-day special 

session. 

Mr Siegel drew the Committee's attention to a financial consideration affecting 

delegates which might arise in connexion with the celebration of the Tenth 

Anniversary. The Second World Health Assembly by its resolution WНA2.46 decided 

to reimburse each Member and Associate Member for the travel expenses of one delegate 

at each Health AssemЫy. The Committee might modify that system or perhaps decide 

that, for the purpose of the reimbursement of travel expenses, the special session 

to be followed immediately by the ordinary session might be considered as one session. 

If such a decision were not taken, budgetary provision would be needed for the payment 

of travel expenses of one delegate in each delegation to the special session. 
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Dr MELLBYE (Norway) said that, Ah ile his delegation agreed that the celebration 

of the tenth anniversary should not prolong the Assembly beyond its normal duration, 

it regretted the postponement of technical discussions. Perhaps the celebration 

could be limited to one evening and one day and one day be given to technical 

discussions. He was not making a definite proposal and would be prepared to accept 

the recommendation of the Executive Board, if other delegations were in favour of it. 

Mr WARING (United States of America) asked the Secretary whether it was proposed 

that travel expenses would be paid for one :Эгson representing his country at both 

sessions, or that expenses should be reimbursed for two persons, one representing 

his country at the special session and another at the ordinary Assembly session. 

In his delegation's opinion, expenses should be reimbursed for one delegate for each 

delegation for attendance at both sessions. 

The SECRETARY pointed out that the question was one for decision by the Committee, 

as resolution 1NН 2.4б of the Second World Health Assembly could be interpreted to 

cover both cases. 

hr WARING (United States of America) reiterated his delegation's view that, in 

the interests of economy, travel expenses should only be paid for one delegate who 

would attend both sessions. 

Mr LIVERAN (Israel) recalled that a similar question had been raised at the 

United Nations' General Assembly last year, in connexion with travel expenses to 

a special session of the General Assembly immediately preceding or following the 

regular sessions. The Committee might wish to acquaint itself pith the General 

Assembly's decision. 
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The CНAIRМAN expressed regret that the resolution mentioned by the delegate of 

Israel was not immediately available. 

Mr BOTHA (Union of South Africa) referred to the length of the proposed special 

session. The document before the Committee (A10 /AFL /17) seemed to indicate that 

the Executive Board proposed a two -day session whereas the Secretariat suggested 

three days. If there were only 10 or 12 speakers, surely one day should be 

sufficient for the speeches. His delegation urged the Committee to adopt the 

two -day period envisaged by the Board. 

Dr VANNUGLI (Italy) pointed out that technical discussions had proved extremely 

valuable to governments, but as the formal ceremonies to celebrate the Tenth 

Anniversary of WHO were likely to take two or three days, it might be advisable to 

postpone any technical discussions until the following World Health Assembly. He 

wou:..d, however, be interested to know the views of other delegations on the subject. 

Mr BR&DY (Ireland) supported the suggestion made by the delegate of South Africa 

that the special session, which was in the nature of a ceremony, should be limited to 

two days. While not wishing to press the point unduly, he felt that a strict 

adherence to the recommendations of the Executive Board as to the length of the 

special session was desirable. 
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With regard to the financial aspect of the question, 
the. Committee might 

perhaps place on record its interpretation of resolution `;vIA2.46 
to the effect that 

the forthcoming Assembly, and the special session, should be regarded as one for 

the purposes of reimbursement of travel expenses. 

it JOCKEL (Australia) agreed with the views е4p ressed by the delegate of 

Ireland on the question of travel expenses. He also agreed with the South African 

delegate that the special session could be shortened by one day. If a serious 

review of the work of the Organization had been planned, more time 
would be needed, 

but as what was planned appeared to be more in the nature of a formal ceremony, the 

time allotted by the Executive Board would seem to be sufficient. 

Dr SIRI (Argentina) was of the opinion that the Committee should follow the 

recommendations of the Executive Board. From the standpoint of expense it might 

be advisable to consider both sessions as one, thereby avoiding the payment of 

travelling expenses to two separate delegates. 

With regard to the duration of the session, it was his opinion that the event 

merited a little extra time. A review of all that had been done over a ten -year 

period would show that the work undertaken by WНO was unique in world history and 

had greatly influenced the development of certain countries, especially in the 

under -developed areas. While the Executivo Board had rightly limited the number of 

speakers, who would not only be speaking as representatives of their countries but 

also as representatives of their particular regions, it might be unwise to be too 

strict on the time allotted to each speaker in view of the importance of the 

anniversary celebrations. 
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Finally, on the question of the technical discussions, the Argentine delegate 

felt that as the subject was one of considerable importance the discussions should 

be postponed until the 1959 Health Assembly. 

Dr С УIa (France) thought it advisable to summarize briefly the three points 

raised by the various speakers, namely: (1) whether the duration of the celebrations 

should be two or three days; (2) whether or not the technical discussions should be 

postponed; and (3) whether the celebrations should consist of a special session 

or be considered as part of the Eleventh World Health Assembly. The last question 

was directly related to the reimbursement of travel expenses. He suggested that 

the Chairman might consider asking the Committee's opinion on each of them separately. 

The CHAIRMAN welcomed the procedural suggestion made by the delegate of France. 

Summing up the discussion thus far, he said the delegate of South Africa, supported 

by certain other delegations, took the view that two days would be adequate for the 

holding of the special anniversary session. Regarding the advisability of holding 

technical discussions at the Eleventh World Health Assembly, the delegate of Norway 

thought it might be possible to do so by curtailing the time allotted to the 

anniversary session. Several delegations had expressed sympathy with the idea, but 

feared that the time available would be inadequate to hold technical discussions of 

any value. The delegate of the United States of America favoured economy in regard 

to the reimbursement of delegates' travel expenses to the two sessions and in that 

connexion the delegate of Ireland had made the very useful suggestion that travel 

expenses should be reimbursable for one delegate only in respect of both sessions. 

Before taking up these three issues, he would ask the Director -General to comment 

on them. 
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The DIRECTOR- GEN.RАL explained, with regard to the question of the length of 

the special session, that the Secretariat, in drawing up the programme for 

consideration of the Health Assembly, had had to take into account a number of 

additional issues which had arisen since the nineteenth session of the Exесutivе 

Board. That accounted -for the extra half -day allotted in the proposed programme. 

One of those considerations was the clearing of delegates' credentials before the 

beginning of the special session. The normal procedure was for the Health Assemb],y 

to open on a Tuesday and the Secretariat thought, in the case of the special session, 

that the question of credentials could be dealt with on the previous Monday 

afternoon. 

.The fact that the two sessions were to be held away from Headquarters was 

important from the point of view of public relations. To make the most of the 

opportunity offered, it had been felt that a solemn evening ceremony ought to be 

arranged in connexion with the special celebrations. Accordingly, it was proposed, 

to use the Monday evening for that purpose, • No important problem would arise in connexion with the reimbursement of travel 

expenses if the suggestion made by the representative of Ireland was adopted. That 

would also eliminate the related issue cf whether': о special session and the 

regular Health Assembly constituted one integrated session or two separate ones. 

In his opinion, it was very important to keep the two separate and that view was 

borne out by the experience of other international organizations, including the 

United Nations, in the holding of a�?ni ver:sary ce:e ionг Full information on such 

experience had been submitted to the Executive Board at its nineteenth session. In 

the interests of economy, the Executive Board had however very wisely decided to 

recommend that the two sessions be held , the .ame place. 
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The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution which, if acceptable to the 

Committee, would dispose of the issue of reimbusement of delegationsr travel expenses: 

The Tenth World Health Assembly, 

Notwithstanding the provisions of resolution WНA2.4b 1 

AUTHORIZES reimbursement of travelling expenses to a single delegate or 

representative of each Member or Associate Member of the World Health 

Organization to the special session to be held immediately preceding the Eleventh 

World Health Assembly and to the Eleventh World Health Assembly. 

Decision: The Committee unanimously adopted the draft resolution. 

Mr WARING (United States of America), feeling that the wording of the resolution 

just adopted might be open to more than one interpretation, suggested that the 

Committee's intent, namely, that one delegate only would cover both sessions, be 

recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN, agreed with that interpretation, suggested that the Rapporteur be 

asked to put the text of the resolution in its final form on that understanding. 

It was so decided. 

Mr BOTHA (Union of South Africa) thanked the Director -General for his clear ex- 

planation. His delegation was in full agreement with the Director -General's proposed 

programme for the first day of the anniversary celebration, although differing from 

him in regarding that as a full day since it constituted a full - rather than half a 

day's work. 

1 Handbook of resolutions and decisions 3rd ed. p.226 



Al %L /rin /5 
page 9 

Its reason for wishing to telescope the remainder of the proposed programme into 

one day was that the programme, as envisaged in document .ц 0 /AFL /17, section ii, could 

well be completed within that time. The speeches to be given need not be lengthy. 

He recalled that, at the tenth anniversary celebration of the United Nations, speakers 

had been limited to 10 minutes and the resulting addresses had elicited great interest, 

• The CHAIRMAN asked the Director -General to give his views on the suggestion of the 

delegate of South Africa. 

The DIRE СТОR-GЕNЕRЛL agreed that the programme envisaged for the two days of the 

anniversary celebration following the opening day could, if the length of the meetings 

were extended, be covered in one day. Нe explained that the Secretariat had been 

faced with the difficulty, in drawing up the proposed programme, of not knowing in 

advance the wishes of the Health Assembly on the form the celebration should take. 

Many suggestions had been made regarding the choice and number of speakers at the 

celebration. That had made it difficult to estimate the time that would be required • and his proposal had been formulated in such a way as to аг,оw the Health Assembly to 
add other speakers if it so desired. . 

Mr JOCKEL (Australia) reiterated his support for the South African proposal, 

which he thought had been strengthened by the Director -General's explanation. It was 

now clear that the Committee could decide on the form of the programme. All would 

agree, he was sure, that the shorter and sharper the celebration, the more effective 

it would be. 
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Dr MOORE (Canada) said he too would. support the South African proposal which 

conformed very closely to the recommendation of the Executive Board for a two -day 

special session, The first day would be well filled by the afternoon opening meeting 

and the solemn ceremony in the evening. For the succeeding day, it was essential 

that there should be sore limit both on the number of speakers and on the time allowed 

to each. 

He considered the Executive Board had been wise in recommending the postponement 

of the technical discussions for one year. It was true that the technical discussions 

were of great interest to many representatives at the Health Assembly but, in view of 

the special significance it was desired to attach to the celebration of the Organi- 

zation's tenth anniversary, the technical discussions could well be waived for one 

year. On the basis of the programme outlined by the Director- General, the two -day 

session would fully and amply cover the needs of the celebration, 

Dr SIRI (Argentina) observed that, from the Director -General's remarks, the need 

to consider an aspect of the question which had not yet been settled had become evident. 

The Executive Board's proposals envisaged only one speaker representing each region at • 
the anniversary celebration. If he was not mistaken, that was a point that ought to 

be given consideration. 

Dr HAYEK (Lebanon) drew the Committee's attention to the fact that an inter- 

nati onal conference on health education had been held. in Rome the previous year. As 

the same topic had been selected. for the next technical discussions in 1958, those 

discussions might well be postponed for a year on account of the tenth anniversary 

celebration. 
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He unreservedly agreed with the previous suggestions made on the duration of the 

special session. 

The CHAIRМAN noted that there seemed to be a measure of agreement on the questions 

of the duration of the special session and of postponing the technical discussions. 

The SECREТARY thought it would perhaps be useful at the present juncture to make 

some suggestions for the consideration of the Committee, The question of the techni- 

cal discussions of the Health Assembly was normally dealt with by the Committee on 

Programme and Budget. Accordingly, the Committee might wish to consider whether it 

would prefer to refer that part of the question to the Committee on Programme and 

Budget or to make •a recommendation direct to the Health Assembly, Any recommendation 

it might wish to make to the Committee on Programme and Budget could be embodied in a 

report to that committee. 

It had been held that the special session could well be restricted to a duration 

of two days and the Director- General had already indicated that that would be feasible 

on the basis of the programme proposed. Reference had been made, however, to 

starting the session on a Monday. It would be preferable, he thought, not to fix at 

the prsent time the particular day of the week for the opening of the session because 

it was possible that some other day than Monday might be found to be more suitable 

from the point of view of the country and city in which the session was to be held. 

In any case, under Article 15 of the Constitution, it was for the &есutivе Board to 

fix the date of sessions of the Health Assembly. 

The CHАIRиАN asked whether the Committee wished to pursue the suggestion that it 

refer the question of the technical discussions to the Committee on Programme and 

Budget. .. 

. 
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Dr I'",ELLBYE (Norway) said he was grateful for the sympathetic reception that had 

been given to his suggestion but his delegation did not intend, to put forward any firm 

proposal on the question of technical discussions, 

The CRAIRМAN agreed with the delegate of Norway that the Committee was unanimous 

in appreciating the value of the technical discussions but, because of the peculiar 

circumstances of the 1958 sessions, it seemed desirable to follow the Executive Board's 

recommendation and postpone the discussions until 1959'. As there seemed to be no 

special desire to refer the matter to the Committee on Programme and Budget, he 

assumed that the Committee concurred in the Board's recommendation. 

With regard to the length of the special session, he suggested that the Committee 

endorse the Board's recommendation for a two -day session, the programme to be on the 

lines suggested by the Directór- General in document Аl0 /AFL /17. 

If there was no objection, the Rapporteur might be asked to draw up an appropriate 

draft resolution for the Committee's consideration at its next meeting. 

It was so decided. 

Sir Arcot YUDALIAR (India) asked that the arrangements for the programme, as set 

out in document 1110 /AFL /17, section V, should be embedded in the draft resolution so 

that there would be a fixed limit to the number of speakers. 

The C1AIRNАN assured the delegate of India that the Rapporteur would take account 

of his remarks. 

The meeting rose at 11.4 a.m, 


