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1. CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
(Document SC/WP/'l) 

The CHAIRMAN asked the Rapporteur to introduce the report of the Special 

Committee on the ways and means to facilitate the resumption by inactive Members 

of their rights and obligations and in particular the matter of arrears of con-

tributions of those Members, 

Mr SAITA (Japan), Rapporteur, read the report as contained in document SC/WP/l. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested the deletion of the words "Ad Hoc" from the 

name "Special Ad Hoc Committee of the Assembly" by which the report was headed. 

It was so agreed, 

Dr EVANG (Norway) proposed the deletion of the words "governing the financial 

obligations of Members'
1

 from the third paragraph of the draft resolution recommended 

for adoption by the Health Assembly, The reason was that "inactive Members", as 

they were described by the Organisation, might not accept all the implications of 

such a definition. He wondered also whether it might not be advisable to refer 

throughout to "former Members" or "countries" instead of "Members", for that would 

meet both points of view. He would not, however, press for the adoption of his 

second proposal. 

The CHAIRMAN felt that the second proposal of the Norwegian representative 

raised important legal considérâtions
s 



The DIRECT®-GENERAL pointed out that at no time had the USSR representative, 

with whom he had discussed that matter, raised the legal question of membership. 

Dr BEADY, representative of the Executive Board, speaking at the invitation of 

the Chairman, said that it was not clear from paragraph 3 of the operative part of 

the draft resolution recommended by the Special Committee whether the five payments 

in question included payments to the Working Capital Fund as well as the assessments, 

or whether they referred solely to the assessments and the payments to the Working 

Capital Fund were levied separately. 

Mr SIEGEli, Assistant Director-General, Department of Administration and Finance, 

said that paragraph 3 of the operative part of the draft resolution referred only 

to the payments to be made under paragraphs 1 and 2. Paragraph which dealt 

with payments to the Working Capital Fund, clearly was not included under that 

provision. Payments to the Working Capital Fund would have to be separate and 

additional to those mentioned under paragraph 3« 

There vas however a certain amount of ambiguity in paragraph 3 regarding 

the exact time when the five yearly payments were to begin. He suggested, therefore 

that paragraph 3 might be clarified and amended to read: 

"3. DECIDES that the payments required under paragraphs 1 and 2 above 

must be paid in US dollars or Swiss francs, and may be paid in equal annual 

instalments over a period of five years,'beginning the year active par-

ticipation is resumed, if the Members concerned wish » . »" 

It was so agreed. 



The CHAIRMAN wished to acquaint the Special Committee with the conversations 

which he, and later the Director-General, had had with the representatives of 

Poland. The latter had first tried to reopen the question of currency and he had 

made it quite clear to them that the Special Committee had taken a definite stand 

in the matter in the interest of uniform practice. 

The Polish representatives had then raised the question of the period of 

repayments and had pointed out that UNESCO had agreed on a period of 12 years. He 

had pointed out that the currencies of payment to UNESCO were different but had 

told them that he would refer that question to the Special Committee. 

A further question was whether Poland should join in the current year or wait 

until January 1957. If it joined in 1956 its financial obligations would be 

greater and would amount to approximately $lll+ 000. If, on the other hand, Poland 

joined in 1957> its financial obligations would be that much smaller. Ultimately 

the Polish representatives had expressed the desire to discuss that problem with 

the Director-General and he accordingly had invited the latter to join in the talks. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said the Polish representatives had asked him what 

benefits would accrue to Poland from joining in 1956. He had explained to them 

that Poland would be able to start participating immediately in certain activities 

of the European Region and in the Regional Committee which was to meet in September 

to discuss the programme for 1958» He had informed them that he had reported to 

the seventeenth session of the Executive Board on the possibility of having to 

submit a supplemental programme and budget for 1956 to provide for urgent require-

ments of assistance to the countries rejoining the Organization during the current 

year, but he could not tell them what the ultimate decision of the Assembly would 



be in the matter of such a supplementary programme and budget for 1956. The first 

thing, however, was to know whether Poland intended now actively to participate in 

the Organization work and, if so, what services it would require. He believed 

that no special arrangements would be required for regional programmes, since those 

projects had been included in the 1956 programme he had presented to the Eighth 

World Health Assembly. The Director-General believed that it would be difficult 

to envisage many country projects beginning in 1956 for Poland, because of the 

time, personnel and supply factors involved. 

Further, he would find it extremely difficult to provide services other than 

those already authorized, within the limits of the resources placed at his disposal 

by the Eighth World Health Assembly, 

The CHAIRMAN said that he had promised the Polish delegation to raise the 

question of the period of five years again. He had warned it, however, that it 

was very doubtful that the Special Committee would reconsider any other matter. 

It would be for Poland to decide whether to join now or in 1957. That was a 

decision facing all the Members who had been inactive. 

Mr CALDEKWOOD (United States of America) thought that the main problem was 

to agree on a certain fixed period of time. 

Dr STAMPAR (Yugoslavia) felt that the Organization should do its best to 

facilitate the re-entry of inactive Members and suggested that the period should 

be extended to ten years. 



The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that UNESCO treated countries in different ways: in 

some cases the period was ten years and in others it was twelve. 

Mr GEERAERTS (Belgium) said that the time periods in UNESCO were different, 

but so too were the amounts involved. He felt it would be highly inadvisable to 

court failure because of a question of a few years. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the real difficulty was the question of hard currency. 

As regards the period of time he thought that Poland would accept ten years. He 

suggested that the Special Committee might agree on the following wording: 

"not exceeding a period of ten years". That would be the recommendation of the 

Special Committee, 

It was so agreed. 

The meeting rose at 6,5 P<m. 


