
 

AFR/RC15/R5: 
 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Having studied resolution WHA18.38 and considered the present status of smallpox in the 

World, and in the African Region in particular, 

 

Noting with concern that few countries in the Region are yet able to undertake well-

organized campaign leading to the eradication of the disease and that the difficulty is mainly due: 

  

(a) to inadequate supplies of freeze-dried vaccine, transport and other supplies and 

equipment necessary for the organization and efficient execution of eradication 

campaigns; and 

 

(b) to the need for technical and administrative strengthening of the national health 

services, 

 

 Recognizing that each national health service will need-developed basic health services for 

the maintenance phase of smallpox eradication as well as other communicable diseases; 

 

1. DECLARES the world-wide eradication of smallpox to be one of the major 

objectives of the Organization; 

 

2. REQUESTS the countries, especially those countries in the African Region, having 

smallpox and without eradication programmes, to initiate them, and in the countries 

with programmes to intensify them; 

 

3. REQUESTS Member States, especially those in the African Region, to give the 

programme greater support than in the past and to provide the substantial 

contributions essential for its execution; 

 

4. REQUEST Governments which carry on bilateral programmes of aid, especially in 

the African Region, to include smallpox eradication programmes of assistance; 

 

5. REQUESTS the Regional Director to re-double his efforts in assisting the countries 

to prepare and implement efficient and economically feasible national health plans 

for the development of the basic health services essential for the maintenance phase 

of the eradication of smallpox and all other communicable diseases; 

 

6. REQUESTS the Regional Director to seek anew the necessary financial and other 

resources required to achieve smallpox eradication from the African Region, with 

special reference to resources that might be made available through voluntary 

contributions and bilateral programmes as well as through programmes such as those 

of UNICEF and the United Nations Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance; 

 

7. REQUESTS the Regional Director to make available the increased amount of 

technical guidance and advisory services in order to accelerate the programme as 

well as to assist the countries in obtaining the necessary vaccine, transport and other 

equipment and to report on the progress achieved to future sessions of the Regional 

Committee. 

 

September 1965, 15, 4 


