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Note: Corrections to these provisional minutes should be sent in 

writing to the Chief, Records Service (RoomA.571) within 

it-8 hours of the distribution of this document. 



1. EXAMINATION OF THE SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA (Document A9/1 Add.l; 

A9/AFL/5, A9/AFL/10) 

It was decided to recommend the Plenary Assembly to include on its agenda 

the tvo items appearing in the supplementary agenda, i .e . the correction of 

the French and Spanish texts of resolution WHA.1.133 and the Agreement defining 

the relations between the International Bureau for the Protection of Industrial 

Property and the World Health Organization. 

2. TERMS OF REFERENCE <3? THE MA.IN COMMITTEES, INCLUDING THE PROPOSED 

PROCEDURE FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF THE 1957 PROGRAMME AND BUDGET 

ESTIMATES (Resolution EB17/R31) 

It was decided to recommend the Health Assembly to adopt the draft resolution 

contained in resolution EB17/R31 of the Executive Board. 

3 . ALLOCATION OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA TO THE MAIN COMMITTEES (Documents A9/1 

and A9/l Add.l) 

The General Committee decided to recommend the Health Assembly to allocate 

the agenda items to the main committees as indicated in the provisional agenda. 

Furthermore, it suggested that the Committee on Programme and Budget be asked to 

consider Item 12, "Technical discussions at future Health Assemblies", that study 

of Item 17, "Report of Léon Bernard Foundation Committee" be entrusted to the 

Plenary Assembly and that the two supplementary agenda items mentioned above be 

referred to the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters. 



k . NOTIFICATION FROM THE UNION Œ SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS CONCERNING 

PARTICIPATION IN THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (Official Records No. 68, 

resolution EB17/R27 and Annex 8) 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL announced that on the previous day the permanent 

delegate of the Union of Soviet Socialist Eepublics in Geneva had informed him 

that the USSR would not be represented at the Health Assembly. The Director-

General felt, nevertheless, that in view of the importance of this question it 

vould be advisable to have it examined by a committee, so that the Assembly 

could take a decision as soon as possible. 

Dr SCHEELE (United States of America) vas of the same opinion as the Director-

General; the terms of reference under vhich the Inactive Members came back and 

resumed active participation in the work of the Organization should be defined as 

soon as possible. 

Dr STAMPAB (Yugoslavia) pointed out that the Government of Poland had sent 

observers to the Health Assembly; he felt that it would be desirable for them 

to be present during the deliberations of the committee. 

Sir Arcot MÜDALIAR (India) felt, like Dr Scheele, that a committee should be 

set up for a general study of the terms of reference under which the Inactive 

Members would resume their participation in the work of the Organization and, in 

particular, of the question of settlement of their arrears of contributions. 

The CHAIRMAN also thought that it was necessary to establish general rules 

which could be applied in future to all cases of this kind. Furthermore, the 



different Eegions should Ъе represented on the committee set up to examine the 

problem. For this reason he suggested that, so as to save time, the General 

Committee itself should make this study. 

Dr SCHEELE (United States of America), Dr STAMPAB (Yugoslavia) and 

Sir Arcot MUDALIAB (India) supported this suggestion. 

Dr JAFAR (Pakistan) felt, for his part, that Members not represented in the 

General Committee might wish to express their views regarding this important 

matter, which might give rise to controversy. For this reason the Assembly should 

be allowed to pronounce on the subject. 

Dr ТШВОТТ (New Zealand) also stated that he was in favour of setting up 

a separate ad hoc committee. 

Dr EVANG (Norway) felt that the Assembly could make the General Committee 

itself an ad hoc committee, a solution which would have the advantage of avoiding 

loss of time. 

Dr JAFAR (Pakistan) repeated that it was not for the General Committee to 

suggest to the Assembly that the latter should make it an ad hoc committee. 



The CHAIRMAN suggested a compromise solutioni the Health Assembly might set 

up an ad hoc committee consisting of members of the General Committee, with the 

addition of two or three members chosen in such a way as further to improve 

geographical representation. 

It was so decided. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that item 7.15 of the provisional agenda, 

"Notification of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic regarding participation in 

the World Health Organization", had been allocated to the Committee on Administration, 

Finance and Legal Matters; it would now have to be included among the items 

entrusted to the Plenary Assembly for consideration. 

After an exchange of views between Dr EVANG (Norway) and Dr JAFAR (Pakistan), 

it was decided to attach the ad hoc committee directly to the Health Assembly, 

although this procedure might be modified, (e.g. by referring the problem to one 

of the main committees) if difficulties arose. 

5 . ARRANGEMENTS TO BE ADOPTED FOR TECHNICAL DISCUSSION (Document А9/Ю) 

The General Committee decided that the opening plenary meeting of the technical 

discussion would take place on Friday, 11 May from 9 a.m. to 10 50 a.m, and that the 

discussion groups would meet on Friday from 10.50 a.m. to 12 noon and from 2.30 p«m. 

to 5.50 p.m. and on Saturday 12 May from 9 a.m. to 12.JO p.m. The date of the 

final plenary meeting would be fixed in the course of the following week. 



6. PROGRAMME OP WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND OF ITS MAIN COMMITTEES 

The following programme was adopted for Wednesday, 9 May and Thursday, 10 May: 

The Plenary Assembly would ineet on Wednesday at 11 a.m. and adjourn shortly 

afterwards so that the Committee on Credentials could meet. 

It would hold a further meeting on Wednesday afternoon at 3 p.m. and on 

Thursday, 10 May, at 10 a.m. The agenda would be as follows: 

1. Address by the President. 

2. Study of the recommendations of the General Committee. 

Reports of the Executive Board, sixteenth and seventeenth sessions. 

4. Report by the Director-General on the work of WHO in 1955. 

5. General discussion. 

The Committee on Programme and Budget and the Committee on Administration, 

Finance and Legal Matters would Eiaet on Thursday afternoon so as to elect their 

officers and plan their work. A meeting of the General Committee would take place 

after the meeting of the above two Committees. 

As regards the ad hoc committee set up to study the notification from the USSR 

concerning participation in the World Health Organization, it would meet on the 

same day at 5 p.m. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL asked whether he should invite the observers from the 

Government of Poland at the World Health Assembly to attend the deliberations of 

the ad hoc committee, but the General Committee decided not to request the said 

observers to attend the first meeting of the ad hoc committee, which would be an 

organizational one. 

The meeting rose at 10.40 a.m. 


