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1. OPENING OF THE SESSION-BY THE- PRESIDENT-OF-THE SEVENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

OUVERTURE DE LA SESSION PAR LE PRESIDENT DE LA SEPTIEI'IE ASSEMBLEE MONDIALE
DE LA SANTE

APERTURA DE LA SESIÓN POR EL PRESIDENTE DE LA SÉPTIMA ASAMBLEA MUNDIAL DE
LA SALUD

The PRESIDENT: I now declare the Eighth World Health Assembly open.

It is indeed gratifying to note many familiar faces among you today. It is also

gratifying to note that practically all the governments have sent their representative

to be with us here at the Eighth World Health Assembly in Mexico. We do appreciate

very highly the generosity of the Mexican Government in inviting us to have our

Assembly here in the capital, Mexico City.

I have observed, in the day or two that I have been here, that this is a very

attractive and beautiful city - a place that might well encourage distraction from our

work - but I do hope that this will not be the case for our deliberations in our

sessions during this period. As many of you will recall, in Rome in 1949 we had to

resort to roll -calling in order to make sure that members present formed a quorum for

our various meetings. I do hope this will not be the case here in Mexico, and that we

shall endeavour to work together and make this Assembly one of the best in our history.

Because of the ceremony that will take place tomorrow, the officers of the Eighth

World Health Assembly must be elected today. This implies, first, examination of the

credentials of all delegations by the Committee on Credentials and the adoption of the

report of this committee by the Assembly; secondly, the meeting of the Committee on

Nominations and the adoption of its report by the Assembly. This, of course, as you

will recall, will be a busy day for us, because, as in all other Assemblies, the first

day usually takes up a lot of time of the various members because of the importance

of the credentials as well as the Committee on Nominations. We do hope, however, that

we shall be able to dispose of all our matters as smoothly as possible in keeping with

our agenda.
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2. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS
CONSTITUTION DE LA CONLISSION DE VERIFICATION DES POUVOIRS
CONSTITUC16N DE LA COMISIÓN DE CREDENCIALES

The PRESIDENT: We now have: Establishment of the Committee on Credentials.

In our Rules of Procedure, Rule 21 applies. It reads thus:

A Committee on Credentials consisting of twelve delegates of as many
Members shall be appointed at the beginning of each session by the Health
Assembly on the proposal of the President. This Committee shall elect its own
officers. It shall examine the credentials of delegates of Members and of the
representatives of Associate Members and report to the Health Assembly thereon
without delay. Any delegate or representative to whose admission a Member has
made objection shall be seated provisionally with the same rights as other
delegates or representatives, until the Committee on Credentials has reported
and the Health Assembly has given its decision.

In conformity with this rule, therefore, I propose the following twelve Members:

Afghanistan, Australia, Austria, Burma, Iran, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Viet Nam, Syria,

Thailand, Venezuela, and Yugoslavia.

The Committee on Credentials will meet in Room D in the Library Building, which

is the building where you registered. We shall appreciate your meeting as quickly

as possible and reporting to the Assembly in order that we may continue our session.

If there are no objections to the list that I have read out, we will consider

these twelve Members as being the members of the Credentials Committee. As I see no

objections, these Members as listed by the President are members of the Credentials

Committee, and will meet in Room D in the Library Building.

It is now 10.30 and the Committee will require approximately thirty to forty -five

minutes to prepare its report; so we will suspend this meeting for the time being in

order that the Credentials Committee may meet, and we will resume at 11.30.

The meeting was suspended at 10,30 a.m, and resumed at 12.55 p.m.

La séance est suspendue á 10 h. 30 et reprise á 12 h. 55.

La sesión se suspendió a las 10:30 a.m. y se reanudó a las 12:55.
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The PRESIDENT: To resume duties - before calling upon the Rapporteur of the

Committee on Credentials I wish to state that I have received communications from some

of our old friends who are not here with us; Professor Parisot, France, has not been

able to be with us today because of other duties. We also miss Dr Melville Mackenzie

and several other members who have been coming from time to time tc the Health Assembly.

We hope that in the future they will be able to attend or, if not, that representatives

will be here with us.

3. FIRST REPORT OF THE COi \'iMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS

PREMIER 1-,APPORT DE LA C AIMISSION DE VERIFICATION DES POUVOIRS
PRIMER INFORM DE LA COMISI6N DE CREDENCIALES

The PRESIDENT: I now call upon the Rapporteur ^f the Committee on Credentials,

Dr Zahir of Afghanistan.

Dr ZAHIR (Afghanistan): This is the first rep -rt of the Committee on Credentials.

The Committee on Credentials met on 10 May 1955.

Delegates of the f ollcwing Members were present: Afghanistan, Australia,
Austria, Burma, Iran, Netherlands, Nicagarua, Syria, Thailand, Venezuela, Viet Nam,
Yugoslavia.

Dr Antonio Acosta Martinez (Venezuela) was elected Chairman, Mr Ratke Pleic
(Yugoslavia), Vice- Chairman, and Dr A. Zahir (Afghanistan) Rapporteur.

The Committee examined the credentials deposited by the delegations taking
part in the Health Assembly.

The credentials presented by the delegations listed below were found to be in
order, thus entitling these delegations to take part in the work of the Health
Assembly, as defined by the Constitution of the World Health Organization. The

Committee therefore proposes that the Health Assembly should recognize the validity
of the credentials presented by the following delegations: Afghanistan, Argentina,
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Burma, Canada, Ceylon, Chile, Costa Rica,
Cuba, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Finland,
France, Federal Republic of Germany, Greece, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,
Republic of Korea, Lebanon, Liberia, Mexico, Monaco, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway,
Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Portugal, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
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Syria, Thailand, Turkey, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yugoslavia.
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Morocco (French Zone), Tunisia (Associate
Members).

Notifications from Bolivia, Cambodia, Laos, Libya, and the Netherlands, giving
the composition of their delegations, state that credentials are being forwarded,
and the Committee therefore recommends to the Health Assembly that these delegations
be recognized with full rights in the Health Assembly pending the arrival of their
credentials.

In the casa of the credentials of the Republic of China, certain delegations
raised questions as to the identity of the State concerned and the extent of the
territories represented by the Chinese delegation. A vote was taken as to the
acceptability of the credentials; nine members of the Credentials Committee voted
in favour of acceptance, three members abstaining.

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr Zahir.

You have heard the reading of the first report of the Committee on Credentials.

Is there any objection to the adoption of this report?

As there is no objection, the report is adopted.

4. PROVISIONAL ADOPTION OF THE REVISED RULE (22) 23 OF THE RULAS OF PROCEDURE OF THE
HEALTH ASSEMBLY, DEALING 'dITH THE ELECTION OF THE COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS

ADOPTION, A TITRE rROVISOIëtE, DE L'ARTICLE (22) 23 REVISE DU REGLEMENT INTERIEUR
DE LtASSEMBT.FR DE LA SANTE, QUI REGLE L'ELECTION DE LA COMMISSION DES DESIGNATIONS

APROBACION RE OVISIO;ÿ.,L LE LA REVISION PROPULSTA AL ARTICULO (22) 23 DEI}, REGLAMENTO
INTERNO DE LA ASÈ;MBLEA MUNDIAL DE LA SI,LUD ,SOBRE ELECCION DE LA CONITSTON DE
CANDIDATURAS

The PRESIDENT: We now go on to the next point on our agenda: the provisional

adoption of revised Rule (22) 23 of the Rules mf Procedure of the assembly. It is

found in document IA8 /2. This item should be taken up at this stage because Rule 22

as it now stands deals with the way in which the Committee on Nominations is established.

Without going into the history of this point, with which many delegates here present are

no doubt familiar, I shall read the rule as now in force:
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"At the beginning of each regular session, the Health i,ssembly shall elect a
Committee on Nominations consisting of eighteen delegates of as many Members."

I will recall that at each World Health Assembly up to the Sixth it was decided to

suspend this rule, the President proposing to the assembly a list of eighteen Members,

while the Seventh Health Assembly decided to adhere strictly to the rule - which .

resulted in a plenary meeting of more than six hours. Therefore the question was

studied by the Seventh Health Assembly and by the Executive Board at its fifteenth

session in the general context of the revision of the Rules of Procedure of the

Assembly. As delegates know, the present Assembly is to consider again amendments to

the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly. However, the Assembly may wish to adopt

immediately the resolution appearing on pages 2 and 3 of document A8/2, which was

distributed before the meeting and the purpose of which is to adopt, provisionally

and subject to confirmation, a revised rule concerning the election of the Committee

on Nominations. I shall now read the resolution for your benefit:

The Eighth World Health Assembly,

Considering the recommendation of the Executive Board in papagraph.3 of
resolution EB15.R72,

1. ADOPTS provisionally and subject to confirmation Rule (22) 23 concerning the
election of the Committee on Nominations, as follows:

"The Health Assembly shall elect a Committee on Nominations consisting
of eighteen delegates of as many Members.

"At the beginning of =ach Regular Session the President shall submit to
the Health .Assembly a list consisting of eighteen Members to comprise a
Committee on Nominations. Any Member may propose additions to such list.
On the basis of such list, as amended by any additions proposed, a vote
shall be taken in accordance with those proaisicns of these Riles dealing with
elections."

You have heard the resolution. Is there any objection to our adopting it at

this time?

As I see no objection, the rule is adopted.
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5. ELECTION OF THE COMMITTW. ON NOMINATIONS
ELECTION DE COMMIS6,I ON DES DESI GNATI ONS

ELECCION DE Li, COMISION DE CANDIDATURAS

We now come to point 5 on our agenda, election of the Committee on Nominations.

In accordance with Rule 22, as revised by the decision just taken by you, I now submit

a list of eighteen Members. .nd may I call your attention to the fact that in

preparing this list we took into consideration equitable geographical distribution.

If you will review the distribution of Members entitled to designate persons to serve

on the Executive Board you will note the following distribution according to regions:

African Region, 1; Americas, 5; Eastern Mediterranean, 3; European Region, 5;

South -East Asia Region, 2; Western Pacific, 2 - making a total of eighteen Members.

As a result of bearing that in mind your President will submit the following names of

countries: Argentina, Belgium, Ceylon, Chile, Cuba, France, Greece, India, Iraq,

Japan, Liberia, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, United Kingdom,

United States of America. These are the eighteen. Are there any additional

proposals, or any objections to the proposal as submitted by your President? As I

see nc objection or desire to add, we accept this list as comprising the Members of

the Committee on Nominations.

6. ANNOUNCEMENTS
COMIYiUNICizTI ONS

l',NUNCIOS

The PRESIDENT: Before going further I wish to announce that the Committee on

Nominations will meet in Room L of the Library building immediately following this

meeting. AS you can see, we are pressed for time, so those who are on the Committee

on Nominations will proceed immediately to Room A and report here five hours from now.

After we adjourn we shall reconvene in order to deal with the matter of the election

of the President, etc.
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7. ESTABLISHMENT OF MAIN COMMITTEES OF THE EIGHTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

CONSTITUTION DES COMMISSIONS PRINCIPLLES DE LA HUITIEME ASSEMB1,EF. MONDIALE DE
LA SANTE

CONSTITUCIÓN DE LIS COMISIONES PRINCIPAL'S DE LA OCTi VA ASANBLEL MUNDIAL DE
LA SALUD

The PRESIDENT: This is in keeping with resolution EB15.R57, adopted by the

Executive Board at its fifteenth session, the text of which is as follows:

The Executive Board

RECOMMENDS that the Eighth World Health Assembly adopt the following resolution:

The Eighth World Health Assembly

1. ESTABLISHES a Committee on Programme and Budget;

2. ESTABLISHES a Committee on administration, Finance and Legal Matters.

This resolution must be adopted at this stage so that the Committee on Nominations

may proceed with the election of the chairmen of the main committees. Are there any

objections to our setting up these two committees or to approving this resolution as

submitted by the Executive Board?

As there are no objections, this resolution is adopted and the two main committees,

on Programme and Budget, and on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters, are

established.

B. FURTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
AUTRES COMMUNICATIONS
OTRQS ANUNCIAS

The PRESIDENT: Before I adjourn this particular meeting, I wish to make the

following announcements: Members of the Assembly will find before them Form WHO.9,

proviied for the delegate's personal data. Delegates are kindly requested to complete

this form during this meeting if possible. The information thus supplied is indispensabl

for the preparation of the official list of delegates.
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Members of the fssembly will also find before them a green form which, when

completed, will permit all documents to be distributed to the proper parties at their

hotels. When these two forms are completed, they should be left on the tables, where

they will be collected at the close of the meeting.

I should like to remind you that a restaurant will be open, starting today, on

the ground floor of the Faculty of Medicine. It will be connected to the Assembly

building by a special bus service. The restaurant will serve meals from 12.00 to

15.00 hours.

There is also, in the first basement of the Secretariat building, a bar which will

be at the disposal of the delegates from 9.30 to 18.30.

I am reminded that the report of the Committee on Nominations will be placed on

your desks two hours before we meet. In other words, you will have the report of the

Committee on Nominations on your desks at 4 o'clock, so that you may study it and be

ready to resume our session at 6 o'clock.

The meeting is now adjourned until 6 otclock.

The meeting rose at 1.15 p.m.

La séance est levée á 13 h. 1,..2

Se levan"t6 la sesión a la 1:15 p.m.


