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1. 'SECOND REPORT OÊ THE COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION, FINANCE. AND LEGAL MATTERS TO THE
COMMITTEE :OW PROGRAMME AND BUDGET (Document A8 /P&B /29)

Dr VARGAS-MENDEZ (Costa -Rica), Rapporteur, read out the Appropriation Resolution

contained in the second report of the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal

Matters to the Committee on Programme and Budget (document A8 /P&B /29), filling in the

amounts for Parts II and IV in accordance with the decisions taken by the Committee on

Programme and Budget.

1956.

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the Appropriation Resolution for the financial year

j vision: The Appropriation Resolution for 1956 was adopted by 39 votes to none,
with 7 abstentions.

2. CAMPAIGN AGAINST SMALLPDX: Item 7.12 of the Agenda (Resolution WHA7.5; Document
AVP&B /7)

Dr SUTTER (Assistant Director- General, Department of Advisory Services), Secretary,

introduced the report submitted by' the'Director- General on the campaign against smallpox

(document A8 /P&B /7) in accordance with resolution WHA7.5. The document was purely fact-

ual and required no further comment;'he would, however, be prepared to give any further

details which the Committee might wish.

The CHAIRMAN invited comment on tha.Director- General's report on the campaign

against smallpox.

Dr SHOIB (Egypt) said he Would" not at the present juncture describe the measures

for the control, of smallpox.in Egypt which had resulted in the complete eradication of

the disease. He.wished,_however, to call attention to the problem of dried' vaccines.
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Production of dried vaccines had started in Egypt in 1926 but technical difficulties

had been encountered in their use on a large scale. Only last year had it proved possi-

ble to prepare a potent vaccine which would overcome all difficulties; gran acacia had

been added to combat emulsification and antibiotics (penicillin and streptomycin) had

been added in order to prevent contamination. That vaccine was now being used on a

large scale and he hoped that the results of the campaign could be communicated to the

following Health assembly.

Professor JULIUS (Netherlands) emphasized the need for research on smallpox cam-

paigns on a world -wide scale; it was to be regretted that research had hitherto been

limited solely to smallpox vaccines and, in particular, to dried vaccines. He recalled

that his delegation had, in connexion with the item on the review of work during 1954,

called attention to the urgency of research to ascertain for what reasons and in what

areas difficulties were being encountered in mass immunization against smallpox.

Mr BALMA (Tunisia) said that a five -year programme of smallpox vaccination had been

functioning in his country for some years past and had proved fully satisfactory. There

had been an opportunity of testing its efficiency during recent threats of smallpox

infiltration.

Dr MOCHTAR .(Indonesia) recalled that smallpox campaigns had been carried on in his

.own country for many years past, although they had been discontinued during the war and

the period of revolution, when a dangerous epidemic had occurred. The campaign was now

proceeding satisfactorily and Indonesia suffered little from smallpox, although some

cases might occur in the very remote areas.
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The country had been divided into vaccination districts in accordance with the

programme outlined by the Institut Pasteur. In Java, vaccination and re- vaccination

were condu..tmd separately, but in the other islands they were combined and that system

was proving satisfactory, eighty per cent of the population coming for vaccination.

Decision: It was agreed to ask the Rapporteur to 'prepare a resolution taking note
of the Director -General's report on the campaign against smallpox.

3. LEGISLATIVE DEVELOPMENTS IN THE UNITED NATIONS EXPANDED PROGRAMME OF TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE FOR THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF UNDER -DEVELOPED COUNTRIES: Item 7.6
of the Agenda (Resolution WHA7.39; Official Records No. 60, resolution EB15.R30
and Annex IX; Document A8 /P&B /12) (continued)

Draft esolution o.osed b the delegation- of the Netherland and Norwa

Dr van den BERG (Netherlands) recalled that the Norwegian delegation and his own

had, at the fourteenth meeting, expressed their concern regarding developments in the

Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, and in particular with respect to the way in

which funds would be allotted to public -health work. He would accordingly submit a

draft resolution, sponsored jointly by the Norwegian delegation and his own, reading as

follows:

"The Eighth World Health Assembly,

Having studied the report of the Director -General on legislative developments
in the United Nations Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance;

Having considered resolution EB15.R30 of the Executive Board concerning
legislative developments of the Expanded Programme;

Considering the.devèlopments outlined in the eighteenth report of the Adminis-
trative Committee on Co- ordination to the Economic and Social Council,

1. ENDORSES the resolution of the Executive Board, EB15.R30;

2. EXPRESSES concern at the growing complexity of the legislative and
organizational machinery for the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance
particularly in regard to the country programming procedures;
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3. POINTS TO the inseparability of economic, social and health factors in
the economic development of the under- developed countries;

4. CALLS the attention of the Member States to the need for them to give
the necessary priority to health projects in planning their country programmes;

5. DECIDES to defer final consideration of the amendments to the basic reso-
lution 222 (IX) of the Economic and Social Council; and meanwhile

6. AUTHORIZES the Director- General to continue to take the action necessary
for WHO to participate in the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance."

Professor FERREIRA (Brazil) suggested that the word "inseparability " in the opera-

tive paragraph 3 be replaced by the words "close connexion" or "direct relation" as he

felt that the original term was too strong.

Dr van den BERG (Netherlands) said that, after consultation with the delegate of

Norway, he was prepared to accept the Brazilian amendment.

Dr BERNARD (France) said that he had not spoken on the subject at the fourteenth

meeting as he had wished to study the text of the proposed draft resolution firet.

It was important to bear in mind that the new procedures in the Expanded Programme

of Technical ¡ systance had been adopted as a result of decisions of the Economic and

Social Council and of the General Lssembly of the United Nations, and that such pro..

cedures would apply to all the partivpating specialized agencies. His delegation

thought it unwise to express concern before the procedures were tried out, as there was

no reason to believe that they would not give satisfactory results, providing they were

interpreted in a sound fashion. Consequently, although he fully appreciated the reasons

for the concern expressed in paragraph 2, namely, that the machinery was unduly complex
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and that there was the danger of too low a priority being given by governments to health

projects, he felt that it would be unfortunate, from a psychological standpoint, to

express such a negative attitude, particularly taking into account the favourable posi-

tion enjoyed by WHO in its Member countries. It was, however, essential to draw the

attention of Member States to the urgent need for priority to be given the health pro-

grammes and to. express the hope that the administrative machinery would be kept in as

simple a form as possible.

Accordingly, while his delegation was in agreement especially with operative para-

graph 4, it would submit an amendment to replace the existing text of operative paragraph

2 by the following: "Expresses the desire that the methods of developing country pro-

gramming procedures should be simplified."

Dr van den BERG (Netherlands) believed that the French amendment, while it used

different language, did not make any essential change in substance to the joint proposal

submitted by the delegation of Norway and himself, and he would therefore accept it.

Dr REDSHAW (Australia) believed that the original paragraph 2 of the draft resolu-

tion was indeed unduly pessimistic. He also thought it useful to bear in mind that the

new procedures had been adopted unanimously by the Economic and Social Council as an

improvement on past practice. Although his delegation had originally intended to press

for the deletion of paragraph 2, he might consider accepting the French amendment, once

he had seen it in writing. Otherwise, he would request that a separate vote be taken

on paragraph 2.

The CHAIRMAN said that, in view of the remarks which had been made, he would put

the draft resolution to the vote paragraph by paragraph.

Paragraph 1 of the operative p=er t of the resolution submitted jointly by the

Netherlands and Ncrwe gian delegations was adopted by 35 votes to l,with 7 abstentions:
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Dr van den BERG (Netherlands), speaking on a point of order, said that he had with-

drawn the original paragraph 2 of the joint draft resolution in favour of the text sub-

mitted by the French delegation.

Dr AL -WAHBI (Iraq) considered that the French proposal differed in substance from

the original paragraph 2 and he would therefore re- introduce the original paragraph on

behalf of his own delegation.

Dr SEGURA (Argentina) moved the deletion of paragraph 2 as he felt -that it added

little to the remainder of the draft resolution and might lead to some difference of

opinion with other organs of the United Nations, particularly. since the -new procedures

had not yet been tried out.

Dr AL -WAHBI (Iraq) requested the permission of the Chair to discuss the proposal

for deletion of paragraph 2.

The CHAIRMAN ruled that he could proceed.

Dr AL -WAHBI (Iraq,) was convinced that he was speaking for a number of delegations in

recalling that growing concern regarding the new developments in the Expanded Programme

of Technical Assistance had been voiced at many regional meetings. It was important for

that concern to be reflected in the draft resolution. The question had been discussed at

great length in the Executive Board and in the Standing Committee on Administration and

Finance; moreover the draft resolution sponsored jointly by the Netherlands and Norwegian

delegations reflected the majority agreement of the working party which had been set up

to study the question. He felt it was the Committeets right to express its opinion

frankly and clearly.

The Argentinian proposal to delete paragraph 2 was rejected by 28 votes to 3.

with 12 abstentions.
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Dr van de CALSEYDE (Belgium) proposed that the words "should be simplified" in the

French text of the second operative paragraph' be amended to read "should be as simple

as possible ".

Dr BERNARD (France) accepted that amendment.

Dr SEGURA (Argentina) supported Dr A1- Wahbi's proposal to maintain the original

paragraph 2.

The Iraqi amendment to reintroduce the original paragraph 2 was rejected by 18

votes to 12, with 12 abstentions.

The French proposal paragraph 2, as amended by the Belgian delegation, was adopted

by 28 votes to 7, with 8 abstentions.

The CHAIRMEN then put to the vote the remaining paragraphs of the draft resolution

submitted by the Netherlands and Norwegian delegations.

Decision: (1) Paragraph 3 of the operative part, as amended by the Brazilian dele-
gation, was adopted by 36 votes to none, with 7 abstentions.

(2) Paragraph 4 was adopted by 40 votes to none, with 3 abstentions.

(3) Paragraph 5 was adopted by 38 votes to none, with 7 abstentions.

(4) Paragraph 6 was adopted by 42 votes to none, with 3 abstentions.

Accordingly, the draft resolution proposed by the Netherlands and
Norwegian delegations was adopted as a whole, as amended.

4. SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED INTERNATIONAL NON - PROPRIETARY NAMES FOR PHARMACEUTICAL
PREPARATIONS: Item 7.13 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA7.8 and EB15.R7; Official
Records No. 60, Annex 3; Document A8 /P&B /6)

The CHAIRMAN opened the discussion on the selection of recommended international

non -proprietary names for pharmaceutical preparations and called upon the Secretary to

introduce the subject.
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Dr GEAR (Az sistant Director- Generala,, Central. Technical Services), Secretary, said

that in accordance' with resolution WHA7.8 the Director -- General, in consultation with

the Expert Committee on the International PL mnacopoeia, had revised the rules govern-

ing the establishment of international non- proprietary names 4nd had proposed

amendments to those rules to the Executive Board at ¡.;s fifteenth session, The Executive

Board had adopted those changes (resolution EB15.R7), and the new procedure was outlined

in full in Offic.al Records No. 60, Annex 3.

The Netherlands representative had asked him at the present Assembly what measures

could be taken to prevent industrial firms from taking over non - proprietary names that

were already in use. In reply to that question he would say that the Organization sought

to protect both proposed and recommended international non -proprietary names by advising

Member States to take the necessary steps to prevent the acquisition of proprietary

rights in the names, including the prohibition of the registration of the names as trade-

marks or trade -names. Those provisions could be found in paragraphs 3.0 and 8.B of the

procedure for the selection of recommended international non -proprietary names,

The Director- General had examined the proposal of ensuring more positive protection

of the names, and to that end had contacted the Unión for the Protection of Industrial

Property, in Berne. It had became clear from negotiations with the Union that the exist-

ing procedure by way of recommendation wes the most that could be done. It would be

possf.ble, however, to make provision for the protection of the names in the Union's Con-

ventions, and that question would be discussed on the occasion of the forthcoming revision

of those Conventions.

In a number of instances the attention of the Director- General had been drawn to

requests filed for the registration of generic names, or names similar to them, as trade-

marks, On such occasions the Director -General had communicated with the competent
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authorities in the countries concerned, and he was pleased to state that those

authorities had always given the matter sympathetic consideration.

In reply to an enquiry addressed to the Director - General by the United States

delegation,. he would explain that the underlying reasons for deleting the phrase "moving

in international commerce" frcti the procedure for the selection of recommended interna-

tional non - proprietary names were the following: (1) to meet the special case of

addiction -producing substances and the relevant recommendations of the Economic and

Social Council; and, (2) in the case of other substances, to meet the general desire of

the appropriate authorities of Member States and others that names should be selected

at the earliest possible moment, in certain cases even before the substance was act,uily

moving in commerces

Nevertheless, it was the Director -General's considered opinion that in deciding

whether or not to select a proposed name for a pharmaceutical preparation, WHO should

take due account of the general intent underlying paragraphs (d) and (e) of Article 21

of the Constitution, insofar as the programme for selection was associated thereto,

namely: that substances to which names were to be given should be those which, while not

necessarily moving in international commerce at the time of their development or first

marketing, appeared likely to come into established use and therefore to move in inter-

national commerce in the widest sense of that term.

It could be stated in that connexion that the authorities in various countries re-

questing WHO to name preparations were carefully screening their requests for proposed
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international non -proprietary names in order to name only important preparations.

That prior screening, and the subsequent examination of proposals by the appropriate

experts, should in itself provide the necessary safeguards for the ..fulfilment of the

relevant provisions of the Constitution and of the several resolutions relating to

international non -proprietary names.

Dr MARTINEZ (Venezuela) referred to document A8 /P &B /6 and in particular to the

last paragraph which stated that "the general principles now include rules whereby a

syllable or group of syllables should be used to indicate the main pharmacological

property of the pharmaceutical preparation to be named." That particular rule had led

to a very large increase in the number of names (there were drugs known under as many

as 38 different names) and ot.en encouraged misguided self- medications Coramin and

Cardíasol, for instance, had no effect on the heart, despite their names.

Consequently, instead of using syllables or groups of syllables to indicate the

main pharmacological property of the pharmaceutical preparation in question, he suggested

that use should be made of syllables to indicate their chemical structure. If those

preparations were also widely known under 'some other commercial names, that name could

be used together with the first.

Dr GEAR said that the suggestion made by the representative of Venezuela would be

of extreme interest to the Expert Committee and suggested that the Venezuelan delegate

should forward his comments to the Director -General for submission to that body.

Decision: The Committee took note of document A8 /P&B /6 on the selection of
recommended non -proprietary names.for pharmaceutical preparations.
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At the request of the CHAaRMal, Dr BRADY (United States of .erica) read to the

Committee several extracts from the report submitted to the President of the

United States on 16 May 1955 by the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare on

the distribution of the Salk poliomyelitis vaccine.

5, ASSESSMENTS OF THE WORLD HEALTH SITU 1TIOíJ: Item 7.10 of the Agenda
(Resolution EB15.R51; Document A8 /P,3cB /9)

The CH.IRMAN opened the discussion on the assessments of the world health

situation and asked the Director -General to outline the problem to members of the

Committee.

The DIRECTOR- GENER,L, in presenting the report on the need for assessing the

world health situation, drew the Committee's attention to the resolution of the

Economic and Social Council which appeared in 1.nnex 1 to document rig /P&B /9. The

Council, wishing to concentrate its efforts on the consideration of the major problems

connected with economic, social and human rights which required international co-

operative,s.ction, had invited the Secretary -General of the United Nations:

(a) To introduce both the discussion of the world economic situation, assisted
by appropriate officials of the Secretariat, including the executive secretaries
of the regional economic commissions, and the discussion of the world social
situation, and to make it a practice to have questions relating to the world
economic situation discussed in the Council with the participation of the
executive secretaries of the regional economic commissions;

(b) To introduce the discussion of the programmes and activities of the
United Nations and the specialized agencies as a whole;

and had,

invited the executive heads of the specialized agencies "to take. .an active part
both in the discussion of the programmes and activities of the United Nations as
a whole, and, where appropriate, in the discussions of the world economic and
social situations."

This resolution had raised the question of how WHO should provide the required

information on health matters. In its consideration of the major social problems,
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the Council would be concerned with their effect on world economic and social

developments and with policies to guide the activities of international organizations

in order to make appropriate aid available to governments and to establish priorities

in internaior..a. ?. r -es WHO should be in a position to make positive

contributions to the Economic and Social Councilts discussions on those matters.

Article 61 of the Constitution provided that Member States should report annually

to the Organization on their work on health questions and the results achieved. The

Rules of Procedure adopted by the First Health Assembly provided in Rule 5(a) that an

analysis of those reports should be given in the Direotor- General's Annual Report. In

the early years of the Organization's development an effort had been made to comply

with the original terms of Rule 5(a), but at the Fifth World Health Assembly the Rule

had been amended (resolution WHA5.39) to omit the need for including this information.

In addition to requiring it for its report to the Economic and Social Council,

the Organization also needed the information in order to prepare the health section of

the report on the world social situation and the report on international social

programmes which were submitted every two years by the United Nations in collaboration

with the specialized agencies.

Such information would be of even greater value to the Organization in formulating

matters of policy for consideration by the Health .ssembly, in working out the general

programme of work for a specific period and in solving questions arising from new

technical or administrative developments, in preparing the annual programme of the

Organization, in planning international projects, and in advising and helping

governments in the strengthening of their health services. What information was at

present available was fragmentary and the Organization could well do with individual

reports from Member States.
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Annex 2 of the document under consideration provided information concerning

governmental reports to the Economic and Social Council en other technical matters

and suggested ways in which WHO could gather similar information and pass it on to

the Council. The paper also suggested that reports under Article 61 of the

Constitution might be used for that purpose and proposals were put forward regarding

their form and how often they should be submitted. Annex 3 surrArized the decisions

of the Executive Board and the Assembly on the matter. Reports under Article 61 would

not duplicate the information which the Organization was already receiving but would

make clear each government's view concerning the most important health factors, both

as regards health programmes as such and plans for general economic and social

advancement.

Annex 5 set out a list of items which might be included in those reports, based

on the list of headings (Annex 4) for annual reports under Article 61 that had been

approved by the Health assembly in 1951. From those reports the Secretariat could

prepare general reports for the Health Assembly on the health situation in Member

States and see how such information might best fit into the Assembly's agenda. The

Assembly's decisions and recommendations would then be submitted to the Economic and

Social Council together with the Annual Report of the Director -General.

He had made a preliminary report to the Executive Board on that subject. The

Board, after considering the report, had adopted resolution EB15.R51 and had requested

him to study the matter further and to submit a report to the present .Assembly.
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Dr OLSEN (Federal P:epublid of Germany) said that, as pointed out previously, his

delegation felt that in order better to appraise the importance of the manifold aspects

of WHO activities it would be desirable to have more ample and precise information on

the conditions in different regions and countries in relation to their economic,

social and cultural background, their main health problems, administrative organization,

health budgets, health personnel, training institutions and so on.

It seemed that the analytical reports on the world health situation, which the

Economic and Social Council had asked WHO to supply periodically, could only be

prepared on the basis of national and regional health surveys providing the information

he had just mentioned.

It should not be too difficult to compile and publish such information regularly.

Member States were bound under the Constitution to report on the health situation in

their countries. Such reports on health conditions and progress achieved in

21 American Republics had been submitted to the previous Pan -American Conference. The

Regional Office for Europe had already published several health surveys, including one

on Germany. Abundant statistical information was regularly published in the

Organization's Epide niological and Vital Statistics Reports. Other valuable

information was coming in all the time to WHO Regional Offices .and Headquarters as. a

result of their routine work and of special surveys and studies. Special steps could

be taken to obtain supplementary information concerning countries for which statistical

data were not yet available.

It appeared from the discussion held at the previous session of the Executive

Board that other specialized agencies published comprehensive analytical reports

comparable to those WHO had been asked to supply, and it would be desirable for the

Organization to follow their example.
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In conclusion he wished to state that his de1e,g ..ioLre.g rded.-that; problem ts

being of great importance not only for the particular purposes of the Economic and

Social Council, but also for the development of WHO activities, its programme

planning, evaluation and subsequent work.

The D said he realized that delegates had not had sufficient time

to study all the documents on the problem, and he did not wish to press the Assembly

to take a decision immediately. On the other hand, he needed some decision in order

to continue his work and suggested therefore that the Health Assembly might adopt a

resolution on the following lines:

"The Eighth World Health Assembly,

Hiving examined the study prepared by the D on the need
for reports of the health situation in the world;

Noting rep? -ution 557 ( XVIII) of the Economic and Social Council on the
organization and operation of the Council; and

Approving resolution EB15.R51 of the fifteenth session of the Executive
Board,

REQUESTS the Executive Board to study the matter further and report to
the Nintr i ror" Health Assembly on the arrangements necessary to prepare such
reports; vttb.. special reference to the possibility for the Health Assembly to
study periodically a report of the world health situation,"

Dr ANDERSEN (Denmark) agreed that it was for the Executive Board to study the

problem and suggest a decision. He hoped that the Board would inform Member States

of the intervals at which they were supposed to send reports to the Organization. In

that connexion he emphasized that it would be difficult for many countries to send in

reports each year, and also that it would be difficult for the Director -General to
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report to the Economic and Social Council every year.

Decision: The Committee took note of document Ag /P&B /9 and accepted
the proposal made by the Director -General.

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD ON THE ORGANIZATIONAL STUDY RELATING TO
PROGRAMME rNALYSIS AND EVALUATION: Item 7,16 of the Agenda
(Resolutions WHA6.22, WHA ?.10, EB11.R44, EB12.R6, EB13.R20 and EB15.R47;
Official Records No. 60, Part III)

The CHLIRM N opened the discussion on the Executive Board's report on the

organizational study relating to programme and evaluation and called upon the

representative of the Executive Board to introduce the subject.

Dr van Zile HYDE, representative of the Executive Board, recalled that the

Sixth World Health Assembly had asked the Executive Board to make an organizational

study on programme analysis and evaluation. The Board had made the study and

reported to the Seventh Health Assembly (Official Records No. 52) outlining a

method of evaluation and giving the results of the tentative application of that

method. The Seventh World Health Assembly had asked the Board to continue its study,

and Fart III of Official Records No. 60 contained the most recent report on the

subject. The riethód had been applied to 125 projects and it involved an internal

analysis at various stages of each project. The 125 projects had been evaluated

through the regional offices and the results had been analyzed at Headquarters.

Unfortunately, governments had not been brought into the analysing process as

closely as might have been desired, but that was due to the difficulty of completing

such a large -scale task in a short period of time.
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The study had proved informative and had shown the strength and weakness of the

various projects. It had also demonstrated the value of careful planning. The

appendix to Part III of the report of the Board's fifteenth session contained a list

of the various . projects evaluated. The Board had reached the conclusion that the

method of, analysis had proved its value and should be applied to the programme in

general. Accordingly it had submitted a recommendation to that effect in

resolution EB15.R47.

Dr OLSEN (Federal Republic of Germany) said that his delegation had studied with

great interest all the documents on the important subject of programme analysis and

evaluation and wished to express its admiration for the admirable way in which the

study carried out by the Executive Board had been conceived.

While he agreed with the basic principles and procedures for evaluating projects

of assistance to governments as set out in the Executive Board's report, he wanted the

most interesting general statements contained in the report to be supplemented by

detailed information on the results obtained and the actual facts ascertained by the

application of those basic principles and procedures. Delegations would then be in a

better position to appraise the value of the framework of evaluation, since its

systematic use might greatly contribute to widening the knowledge of the many factors

on which the Organization had to base its programme planning work.

Sir John CHkRLES (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) emphasized

that he was not in any way criticizing any of the arrangements made and that he merely

wished to ask for information on the following two points: what happened to the

protocols of the study and were they available to all Member States? and what was

the cost of the operation?
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Dr SUTTER (Assistant Director -General, Advisory Services), Secretary, said that

the documents were held by WHO and that they could be consulted. As for the cost,

the office in charge of that particular study had been in existence for a long while

so that the study had not entailed any additional expenditure. It could be seen from

the information contained in Official Records No. 58, pages 45 and 46, that the budget

for that office amounted to 02,663 for 1956, a substantially smaller figure than for

1954 and 1955.

Dr van Zile HYDE, ropro; ent %tine oi the Executive Board, said that the protocols of

tho study were available to the tomber -s of the Executive Board. It might be rather

difficult to make them available to the general public, because to some extent they

amounted to an examination of the Organization's conscience. The process itself

would lose some of its value if the results of the study were to be widely publicized.

It should be remembered that the study involved both personalities and relationships

between governments. What the Organization needed most were the general conclusions

reached by the Director- General as he studied the frank'statements and comments of

his staff on the difficulties connected with various projects. He felt it would be

wiser therefore if the protocols of the study were treated as privileged information

for the Director -General's use.

Dr BRADY (United States of America) praised the Executive Board for the study it

had carried out on programme analysis and evaluation and agreed with Dr Hyde that it

was essential for the study to be carried out on a purely objective basis. He hoped

that the Director- General would submit further reports on that problem to the

seventeenth session of the Executive Board and the Ninth World Health Assembly. He

felt that the question of evaluation would be assuming more and more importance in

the future.
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Decision: The Committee approved the resolution recommended by the
Executive Board, in resolution EB15.R47.

. 7. SUGGESTION FOR A FUTURE ORGANIZATIONAL STUDY BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD:
Item 7.17 of the agenda (Official Records No. 60, resolutions EB15.R62
and EB15.R63):

Dr van Zile HYDE, representative of the Executive Board, said that, at its

fifteenth session, the Board had considered the organizational study it might under-

take after completing the study relating to programme analysis and evaluation. As a

result of the discussion, the Board had adopted resolution EB15.R62 which suggested

that it should undertake a detailed study of the question of programme planning,

with particular reference to the integration of preventive and curative medicine in

the public- health programme,. That study would include the question of the role of

the hospital in the public -health programme, a subject proposed by the Government of

Sweden (resolution EB15.R63).

Professor Canaoeria (Italy) took the chair,

Dr ENGEL (Sweden) said that his delegation had nothing to add to the comments it

had already made during the discussion of the role of the hospital in the public- health

programme. He was prepared to support the two resolutions adopted by the Executive

Board.

Decision: The Committee approved the resolution on future organizational
study recommended by the Executive Board (resolution EB15.R62).

8. TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS AT FUTURE HEALTH ASSEMBLIES: Item 13 of the Agenda
(Official Records No. 60, resolution EB15.R50; Docements A8/9, ES /Technical
Discussions /3 Rev.))

Professor JULIUS (Netherlands) referred to the proposal in document A8/9 that the

subject of the technical discussions should be used as the theme for the following
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World Health Day. He did not think that the subject of public- health problems in

rural areas would have sufficient general appeal to serve as the theme for World

Health Day in 1956. He realized that it might be difficult to find another subject,

but those chosen for 1954 and 1955 had had a general appeal and he hoped that some.

subject of a similar nature might be found for 1956.

Dr ORNELAS HERNANDEZ (Mexico) endorsed the suggestion which had been made at an

earlier meeting that more time should be devoted to the technical discussions at

future sessions of the Health Assembly.

The CHA IRMO suggested that the Director -General should submit proposals on the

subject to the sixteenth. session of the Executive Board, taking into account the

discussion in the Committee and the proposal submitted by the Government of Viet Nam

(document AS /9).

It was so agreed.

9. DECISIONS OF UNITED NATIONS ORGANS AND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES i,krECTIIG WHO'S
ACTIVITIES: Item 7.19 of the Agenda (ñ8/P&B /l1 and Add.1)

Dr KAUL, Director, Office of External Relations, introduced the item and stated

that the greatest development in the co- operation with the United Nations during the

past year had been the study of health in the Trust and Non -Self- Governing Territories.

The Director -General had submitted a paper on health conditions in Trust Territories to

the fourteenth session of the Trusteeship Council. Three papers had also been prepared

for the 1955 session of the Committee on Information from Non -Self- Governing

Territories, one on environmental sanitation, one on nutrition, and one on

communicable diseases.
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The Director- General had already c¿erlt with the Economic and Social Council's

decision on its organization and method of work, during the discussion on the world

health situation. The United Nations' decision on the peaceful uses of atomic energy

had also been considered under a separate item.

Section 2.4 of document AS /P&B /11 dealt with the draft International Covenants.

on Human Rights. Article 13 of the draft Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural

Rights covered the right to health and had been drafted in consultation with WHO.

That was the only Covenant with which WHO was concerned and the provisions for

implementation appeared to be consistent with the procedures of WHO relating to

reports from governments and with the relationship of WHO to the Economic and Social

Council. There was, therefore, no need for WHO to comment on the draft. Covenants on

Human Rights at this stage.

He drew attention to section 2.5 of the document which recorded the General

Assembly's decision to extend the mandate of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency

for Palestine Rofugees until 30 June 1960. That was a new departure, since the Agency's

mandate had previously been extended from year to year.

Section 4 of document AS /P&B /11 had already been considered by the Committee on

Administration, Finance and Legal Matters.

The CHAIRMAN said that the document had been submitted for the Comtnitteets

information and did not call for any special action. He, therefore, suggested that

the Committee should take note of the document in its report.

It was so agreed.
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10. EXTENSION OF AGREEMENT WITH UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS AGENCY FOR
PALESTINE REFUGEES IN THE NEAR EAST: Item 7.20 of the Agenda
(Resolution WHA7.11; Document h8 /P&B /4)

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the Seventh World Health Assembly had extended the

agreement with UNRWA until 30 June 1955. In view of the decision of the United

Nations General Assembly to extend the agency's mandate until 30 June 1960, it was

proposed that WHO's agreement with UNRWA should also be extended up to that date

(document wS /P&B /4)

Decision: The Committee approved the resolution proposed in document A8/PP/4.

Dr SHOIH (Egypt) expressed appreciation to UYRWA for the excellent work it bad

done in helping the Arab refugees. He hoped that the problem would be solved long

before 30 June 1960.

11. OTHER BUSINESS

' Dr MACLEAN (New Zealand) referred to the delay which had occurred at the start

of the meeting owing to the absence of both the Chairman and the Vice Chairman. The

Director - General had been about: to ask for nominations for a temporary chairman, but

that would have required a unanimous vote to suspend the rules of procedure. He felt

that it was an. unsatisfactory situation and suggested that the Director -General should

consider the advisability of amending the rules of procedure to meet such a situation.

If an amendment was considered necessary, the Director - General might submit a draft

at the appropriate tine.

The CHAIRMAN said that the Director -general would take account of the point

raised by the New Zealand delegate.
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12, PROPOSAL BY THE CUBAN DELEC TE  T}LT THE HEALTH,ASSEMBLY ISSUE SUT .1T

ON THE SALI( POLIOMYELITIS VACCINE

Dr HURTADO (Cuba) said that the time had cone to take up the general question

which he had already raised on previous occasions; namely, the mass vaccination

against poliomyelitis. He wished for the last time to draw attention to the fact

that, if the Eighth World Health .zssembly were to close without making any reference

to that point in its resolutions or recommendations, it would create a very bad

impression and disappoint a large number of countries. He therefore suggested that

the Chairman should ask the General Committee to draft a statement on the subject to

be issued by the Eighth World Health .rysserably. Such a statement should not confine

itself to praise of Dr Salk but should also refer to all the others who had

contributed towards the discovery. In his opinion, it was WHO's duty to issue a

statement on the subject and to acknowledge the very important events that had taken

place in medical science. Such a statement would enhance the Organization's prestige

and the Health assembly's authority throughout the world.

The CHkEMAtal"explained that the General Committee could not initiate any

proposal. If a statement were to be made, a proposal would have to come from the

Committee on Programme and Budget or from the Health Assembly itself.

Dr HURTLDO(Cuba) expressed deep regret at the lack of response to his proposal.

It was most unfortunete that the representatives of public- health administrations who

should all be exceedingly interested in the now poliomyelitis vaccine should adopt

such a negative attitude on so important a problem.'
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Dr SEGURA (Argentina) said that it was quite natural for delegates to be

reluctant to adopt the Cuban proposal, since they were not personally in touch with

the problem and would therefore hesitate to assume the responsibility for any

statement on the subject. However, he had some sympathy for the Cuban proposal since

delegates would inevitably be asked on their return home to give their views on the

latest developments in the poliomyelitis vaccine. It would certainly enhance the

prestige of the Organization if some statement on the subject could be issued. He

therefore suggested that a small Sub- Cmraittee, composed of the delegates of Cuba

and the United States, together with an expert on the subject, should try to draft

a brief statement to be issued by the Health Assembly.

The MIRMi,N pointed out that the Committee's work was-nearly over and that it

had to adopt its final report on the following morning for submission to the afternoon

plenary meeting.

Professor FERREIRii (Brazil) did not think that the Cuban delegate could

. justifiably interpret the silence with which his proposal had been greeted as a sign

of a lack of interest. Speaking in his personal capacity, he said that the Salk

vaccine had already caused a lot of unhappiness and he did not think that WHO could

do anything to improve the situation. It would be better to wait for the wave of

excitement to pass and for further authoritative information on the subject. He

emphasized that there was no lack of interest. On the other hand, WHO must exercise

prudence and he did not think it had sufficient i'nf'ormation at present to issue any

statement on the subject of the vaccine.
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Dr ,ANDERSEN (Denmark) fully agreed with the remarks made by the Brazilian

delegate.

Dr AL -WàHBI (Iraq) said that the Committee's interest in the question of polio-

myelitis had already been amply demonstrated at several meetings. However, he did

not believe that there was any precedent for issuing a statement along the lines

Suggested by the Cuban delegate. He emphasized that WHO must proceed with wisdom,

prudence and patience and he, for one, was not in a position to agree to any

statement on the Salk vaccine.

Dr BRZY, speaking in his personal capacity, said that he had attended a

conference in Washington in .pril at which all those concerned in the subject had

been represented. That conference had come up against the same difficulty which the

Committee was new facing, namely the difficulty of issuing any statement which would

not be misunderstood or increase the excitement, but which would give some guidance'

and hope. He assured the Cuban delegate that everyone was keenly interested in the

subject but WHO must proceed with caution and it would be very difficult to issue

any constructive statement. If the Cuban delegate sould suggest a constructive

statement which would help to allay the fears and excitement on the subject, he was

sure that it would be warmly welcomed.

Dr RODRIGUEZ (El Salvador) said that, in the light of the United . States delegate's

remarks, WHO would probably only jeopardize its prestige if it attempted to issue a

statement on the poliomyelitis vaccine. He felt that WHO should wait until it had more

accurate information and could make definite international recommendations.



4e8 /P& /kin/16

page 27

Dr SEGÜR . (itrgentina) was prepared to withdraw his recommendation for a sub-

committee if the majority of delegates thought it was premature for WHO to issue a

statement. He had only submitted the proposal in order to help the Committee.

The CH.a.IRME IN thought it was wisest to leave the matter .for the time being, since

it was not at present opportune for WHO to take up any position on the subject. The

Committee's interest had been apply demonstrated and all the delegates hoped that

the new weapon against poliomyelitis would prove effective. The discussion initiated

by the Cuban delegate had been useful and had served once more to emphasize the

Committee's interest in the subject.

The meeting; rose at 5.50 n.m.


