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1. ADOPTION OF SECOND REPORT (Document A8 /AFL /24)

The CHAIRP.AN drew the Committee's attention to its draft second report,

contained in document A8 /AFL /24, and particularly to the resolutions contained

therein for recommendation to the Eighth World Health Assembly. He suggested

that the sections containing resolutions be considered one by one.

Section .

Dr van den BERG (Netherlands) felt that there was some repetition in the two

parts of the resolution on the status of annual contributions and of advances to the

4ïorking Ca.ital Fund. The first operative paragraph of part I covered the idea

contained in the last phrase of part II. He therefore proposed the deletion of

the words "and to invite them to make their best efforts in order to continue to

pay their contributions" from part II.

Decision: The resolution on the status of annual contributions and of
advances to the Working Ca_.ital Fund was adopted as amended.

Sections.2- 6

Decision: Sections 2 - 6 were adopted without Comment.

The CHnIR1'AN then asked for the adoption of the draft second report as a whole,

Decision:. The draft second report of the Committee on Administration,
Finance and Legal Latters was adopted, as amended.
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2. REVIEW OF PROGRAILE AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1956: Item 8.4 of the
Agenda (Official Records Nos. 55, 58, 60, 61; Documents A8 /AFL /18

(h8/P&B /8 (A8 /LFL /26) )

(a) í:de uacy of Etiiates for holding__the Ninth World health Assembly,
Iveetings o' the Executive Board, and Meetings of the Regional Committees

Dr TURBOTT, representative of the Executive Board, stated that both the

Standing Committee on Administration and Finance of the Executive Board and the

Board itself had examined the estimated expenditure on organizational meetings in

considerable detail and had expressed their satisfaction with the estimates.

1 r. LIVERLN (Israel) said. that he assumed that the proposed expenditure for

organizational meetings of the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean would

be subject to any action that might be taken by the Eighth World Health Assembly

on item 8.7 of the Agenda, on the implementation of resolution WHA7.33.

Iír SIEGEL (Assistant Director -General, Department of Administration and

Finance), Secretary, replied that in the opinion of the Director -General there was

not necessarily any relationship between the estimated expenditure on organizational

meetings and the action the Health Assembly might take on the implementation of

resolution WHA7.33.

The CHAIRMAN then asked if the Committee would agree on the adequacy of the

estimates for organizational meetings.

Decision: The Committee agreed to recommend to the Assembly approval of the
estimates for holding the Ninth World Health Assembly, meetings of the
Executive Board, and meetings of the Regional Committees.
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(b) ï,deguacy of twhe Esti,aates fo ,U:vnistr tive Services

The CHAIRMAN drew the Committee's attention to the estimates for Ldirrinistrttilc

Services.

Decision: The Comrrittee agreed to recommend to the Assembly approval of thq
estimates for Administrative Services.

(c) Text of the bupropriation Resolution for the Financial Year l ¡56

.

The CHAIRMAN then asked for the approval of the text of the proposed

Appropriation Resolution for the financial year 1956 (Official Records No. 5 ,

pp. 12 - 13).subject to insertion in the appropriate amounts. If the resolution

were approved it would be forwarded to the Committee on Programme and Budget.

Decision: The text of the Appropriation Resolution for the financial year
1;56, with the Er:ipropríate figures inserted for Farts I and III, was approved
unanimously for transi ission to the Committee on Programme and Budget.

(d) Publi,c Information Activities (Document !z8AF'L/26)

The CHAIRMAN drew the Committee's attention to the draft resolution on public

information activities contained in document L8/LFL /26.

Ifr RENOUF (Australia) asked the sponsors of that draft resolution what they

considered to be its financial implications, if any, for the future.
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Mr CLARK (Canada) said that as a co- sponsor of the draft resolution, his

delegation understood that there were no financial implications for 1956 as far

as WHO was concerned. The draft resolution merely asked Member governments to

co- operate with WHO and to make their public information units available as fully

as they thought possible to WHO.

The SECRETARY referred the Committee to the conclusions of the Executive

Board on public information activities contained in paragraph 22.3 on page 67 of

Official Records No. 61, where the Board called the attention of the Health

Assembly to the need for intensifying such activities. A resolution to the effect

that public information activities should be intensified had possible future

budgetary implications for WHO, but the Director -General had requested no increase

for 1956.

Mr RENOUF (Australia) asked whether the Secretary's statement was not

inconsistent with the Canadian representative's answer to the question he had put

earlier.

Mr CLARK (Canada) thought that the function of the Eighth World Health

Assembly was to decide only on the budget for 1956; any budgetary increase for

public information activities for years after 1956 would have to be decided by

future Health Assemblies. Seen in that light, the draft resolution had no

budgetary implications; although of course, there might be financial implications

for future years if regional corr.:ittees made proposals to a subsequent Health

Assembly in response to the invitation contained in paragraph 4 of the draft

resolution.
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Dr TURBOTT, representative of the Executive Board, said that the Standing

Committee on Ldministration and Finance of the Executive Board had discussed the

question at considerable length. Early in the discussion, a majority had wanted

no increase in public information activities, but it soon became clear that a

minority felt very strongly that WHO should do more to tell the world about its

work. In the less developed parts of the world, the Organization's activities

were well known, but it had become apparent during the discussion that in a number

of economically more developed countries the general public knew practically

nothing about. WHO. Certain Members had felt an increase in public information

activities to be very necessary in order to make the taxpayer aware of WHO's wort

and to make him feel that that portion of his taxes which was spent on WHO did not

go to waste. In the Executive Board itself the minority view expressed in the

Standing Committee had been superseded by a r..ajority feeling that the question

needed further examination.

It would be noted that the Board's conclusions were very carefully worded.

There was no suggestion that more money should be spent on publicity in the

immediate future, but there was an invitation to the regional committees to

consider ways and means of intensifying public information activities and also a

recommendation that the Director -General undertake a study of the problem.

However, it was true that increased expenditure might perhaps be asked for at a

later date.
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Dr van den BERG (Netherlands) thanked the representative of the Executive

Board for clarifying the situation. Experience in the Netherlands had shown that

the general public knew about only a very -small part of the activities of WHO, and

his delegation was of the opinion that they should know more. He also agreed that

it was important to improve the co- operation between the public information services

of WHO and national services.

However, he was in some doubt as to the interpretation of operative paragraph 1

of the draft resolution, which stated that public information activities of WHO

should be intensified. That night be interpreted as simply being introductory to

the following paragraphs; in that case, the words "and therefore" should be added

to it. On the other hand, it might be construed as an invitation to expand WHO's

public information services.

The CHkIB41 N, speaking as Canadian delegate, said that he would agree to the

addition of the words "and therefore" at the end of operative paragraph 1 and asked

the co- sponsoring delegations if they were prepared to do the same.

Mt de. POSADA (Argentina), Dr GRLTZER (Austria) , Dr FENIDO (Brazil), Dr EL WÊ.KIL

(Egÿpt) , Dr PLCHACHI (Iraq) , Dr JEF'FERY (New Zealand) , Mr of GEIJERSTM (Sweden) ,

and Dr BOON -LONG (Thailand) signified their assent.

Dr TOGBL (Liberia) wondered why the Executive Board had felt that only the

economically more developed countries needed more information on the activities of

WHO. Surely it was equally important that in those less developed countries where

WHO programmes were going forward the people should know what they were about.
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Ioreover, he would prefer to go further than the wording of the draft

resolution and to add a provision that the public information activities of WHO

itself should be expanded and intensified. It was only by increased public

information that the world would become fully aware of what WHO was doing, and

it was only when the world was aware of that that the Organization might expect

to receive voluntary contributions.

Dr LE- VA.N -KHLI (Viet Nam) suggested to the sponsors of the draft resolution

that the latter should be split into two parts. The first would deal with the

intensifying of government public inforr.:ation services, (which had no budgetary

implications for WHO), and the second would contain the invitation to regional

committees to consider ways and r..eans of intensifying public information activities

in their regions (which might eventually require an increase in the Organization's

budget).

Nor SUTER (Switzerland) thought that the order of the operative paragraphs of

the resolution should be changed so that first the WHO services should be required

to make the extra effort, perhaps in the form of more frequent and fuller press

releases. After that, governments might be requested to respond favourably to WHO's

increased effort. To that end he proposed that paragraph 3 become paragraph 2,

paragraph 4 become paragraph 3, and paragraph 2 become paragraph 4. He would at the

same time propose that the new paragraph 4 of the French text be amended so as to reads

"4. PRIE les Gouvernements d'engager leurs services d'information a coopérer twee

ceux de 1'OMS aussi étroitement que possible afin de faire mieux connaitre dans le

monde entier les buts et les travaux de l'OMS."

The CHAIRMAN proposed that further consideration of the item be postponed until

the Swiss amendment had been circulated in writing to the Committee.

It was so agreed.
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3. CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY:
Item 8.5 of the Agenda'(Resolutions WHA7.30, EB15,R72; Documents A8 /AFL /1,
A8 /AFL /25, part B)

The CHAIRMAN opened the discussion on the amendments to the Rules of Procedure

of the Health Assembly and called upon the Rapporteur of the Legal Sub- Committee to

introduce the Sub -Committee's report on the subject (document A8 /AFL /25, part B).

M iiiKUSEDenmark), Rapporteur of the Legal Sub- Committee, said that the

L a.l Sub -Committee had adopted its second report (document A8/AFL/25) that same

morning with the following drafting changes in part B: i new Rule (67) 70,.

deletion of the word "taken" (in the French text "que doit prendre) from the phrase

"a decision taken under this rule ", and deletion of the word "so" (in the Yrench

text "ainsi ") from the phrase "if the Assembly has so decided " : and deletion of the

sentence "This amendment was approved by 6 votes to 5 with 4 abstentions" at the

end of the first paragraph in section III.

Dr van den BERG (Netherlands) said that delegations needed more time to consider

the question, and suggested that the discussion should be postponed until the

following meeting.

It was so agreed.

4. ACCESSION TO THE CONVENTION ON THE PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF '_MxZ SPECIALIZED
AGENCIES: Item 8.10 of the Agenda (Resolution EB15.R73; Document A8 /AFL /25,
part A)

The CHAIRMAN opened the discussion on the accession to the Convention on the

Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies and referred members of the

Committee to the relevant documents.
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Mr CLARK (Canada) said that his country had not acceded to the Convention on the

Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies because the United Nations

Convention, to which it had acceded, was applicable to the specialized agencies as

well. That was recognized in the last paragraph of the draft resolution recommended

by the Legal Sub -Committee in document A8 /AFL /25, Part A, which was addressed to

Members who were not parties to "instruments conferring similar privileges ". Under

the United Nations Convention, for instance, Canada had been able to meet all the

requests made by ICAO for special privileges and immunities. On that understanding,

the Canadian delegation would vote for the draft resolution proposed by the Legal

Sub -Committee in part A of its report.

Mr CALDERWOOD (United States of America), Mr RENOUF (Australia) and Mr JEFFERY

(New Zealand), said that they would abstain from voting on the draft resolution.

Decision: The draft resolution on accession to the Convention on the Privileges
and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies, recommended by the Legal Sub -
Committee in document A8 /AFL /25, Part A, was adopted by 22 votes to none, with
16 abstentions.

5. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MOUNT OF THE WORKING CAPITAL FUND FOR 1956: Item 8,16
of the Agenda (Official Records No. 58) page 13)

The CHAIRMAN asked the Secretary to open the discussion on the establishment ^f

the amount of the Working Capital Fund for 1956.

The SECRETARY said that the draft resolution recommended in Official Records

No. 58, page 13, was identical with resolutions on the same subject adopted by

previous Health Assemblies. The amount of the Working Capital Fund proposed for 1956

was 0,385,319. That was the same figure as had been adopted for 1955.

Decision: The proposed Working Capital Fund Resolution for 1956, as given in
Official Records No. 58, page 13, with the insertion of the figure of 0,385069
was adopted by 39 votes to none, with no abstentions.



A8 /AFL/Min /8

page 11

6. REPORT ON IP'PLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION WHA7.33: Item 8.7 of the Agenda
(Resolutions WHA7.33, EB15.R29; Official Records No. 60, Annex 8; Document
A8 /AFL /6)

Dr EL WAKIL (Egypt) said that owing to the adoption of the Netherlands

proposal to postpone discussion on imendmohts to the Rules of Piro cedure,,the

discussions on the implementation of resolution WHA7.33 would begin earlier than

had been scheduled. He proposed, therefore, that the Committee should suspend

the meeting to enable the representatives of the countries concerned to be present

at the discussion.

It was so agreed.

The meeting was suspended at 11.05 a.m, and resumed at 11,25 a.m,

The DIRECTOR- GENERfL opened the discussion by referring members of the Committee

to the following documents: resolution WHA7.33; the Director-General's report to

the Executive Board, giving the facts relating to the implementation of resolution

WHA7.33 (Official Records No, 60, Annex 8); resolution EB15.R29; and document

A8 /AFL /6.

Mr LIVER AN (Israel) said that the issues before the Committee were clear

and simple. Furthermore, it was not the first time they were being discussed

by the Organization. They had not been created by resolution WHA7.33; on the

contrary some had hoped, rather optimistically in the light of subsequent events,

that the resolution in question might help to solve the problems.
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His delegation had no desire to repeat the previous arguments or to re -open

the debate on the fundamental questions. It was obvious, however, that no problem

could be solved without some clarity as regards the basic issues involved. It had

also become obvious, in the light of what had happened to the provisions of

resolution WHA7.33, that it was neither possible nor wise to compromise principles

for the sake of immediate so- called benefits.

The Sixth World Health Assembly had hoped to revive the work of the Eastern

Mediterranean Region, which had been so successfully hindered by the Arab League,

by dividing the original Regional Committee into two sub -committees. To use an

analogy, an organic whole (the Regional Committee) had been artificially divided

into Siamese twins (the two sub -committees) both of which had now died. It was

true that one of the sub - committees had met, but in order to have any validity,

its decisions should have been complemented by the other.

The attempt at achieving even a temporary solution had not had the result that

some had expected, In those circumstances, his delegation had no wish to re -open

the discussion on past issues or even to question the wisdom of the Israeli

delegation which, at the previous Health assemblies, had agreed to the arrangement

whose failure the Committee was now examining. His delegation had no concrete

proposals to make for the future, but did wish to emphasize once again how dangerous

it was to sacrifice principles to so- called expediency. The fundamental issue

involved was that all Members of a given region should work as Members of that

region, and no solution was possible if some of them refused to do so.

Meeting as it did in the American Region, whose Members had provided such a

striking example of regional co- operation, the Organization should be extremely
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careful that no decision it took impaired the ideals or principles behind the

conception of regionalism, namely, that there were certain fields in which the

overriding interests of the region as a whole must be considered superior to any

differences in other fields that might divide the Members of the region. In the

Eastern Mediterranean the problems were not limited to relations between Israel and

some groups of States. It was clear from the documents before the Committee that

the Arab League

Dr ñA (Lebanon), speaking on a point of order, said that the Arab League was

neither a party to the discussion in the Committee nor involved in any of the issues

before it.

Mr LIVERLiN (Israel) said changes were taking place even in the constellation

that had brought about the resolution from which all the existing difficulties

stemmed. It would be extremely dangerous for the Organization to allow any group to

influence its decisions or to let political changes have immediate repercussions on

its work. The delegate of India had been right'in emphasizing that although WHO was

not a political organization, it could not afford to ignore political realities. WHO

was not living or working in a vacuum.

Mr PACHACHI (Iraq) said he had hoped that the delegate of Israel would enlighten

the Committee on the position adopted by his Government regarding the implementation

of resolutions WHA6,47 and WHA7.33. Instead the delegate of Israel had indulged in

generalities about principles, and had drawn inaccurate analogies between the

situation in the Eastern Mediterranean and other parts of the world.
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First of all, he wished to make it quite clear that the arrangements recommended

by the Health Assembly for the Eastern Mediterranean Region had not failed completely;

there had only been a partial failure because one Member had refused to implement the

resolution of the Health Assembly. All the other Members of the Region had accepted

the resolution and abided by its decisions. Sub -Committee A had met and taken

decisions, and the only thing needed to make the arrangements work would have been for

Israel to participate in the work of Sub -Committee B which was to have met in

Mogadiscio.

Two of the Member States of the Region, namely, France and Italy, had already

stated that they would exercise their voting rights in Sub -Committee B. The United

Kingdom, while agreeing to take part in both sub -committees, had not yet decided in

which one it would exercise its voting rights. Consequently Sub- Committee B could

have met with four Members, namely, Israel, Italy, United Kingdom and France, three

of which at least would have exercised their voting rights.

It was wrong, therefore, to allege, as the delegate of Israel had done, that

both Siamese twins had died. One of them was very much alive, and the other could

easily be revived if only Israel agreed to take part in its work.

The delegate of Israel had aise referred to regional organization in Latin

America, The Arab States had always admired the admirable spirit of co- eperation

prevailing in that part of the world, but there was no analogy whatever between the

Latin American and Eastern Mediterranean areas. The Latin American countries had

behind them a long tradition of friendship and a common culture, while relations

between Israel and the Arab States had begun in fighting and misery and still

represented one of the most complex problems in the world.
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In examining the Director -General's report on the implementation of resolution

WHA7.33 it might be useful to review the causes that had prevented its full

implementation. Implementation had been partial only because Sub -Committee B had

been unable to meet at the appropriate time and place. It had been unable to meet

only because Israel had declined to take part in its work. That was clearly explained

in a note verbale of the Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean dated

29 September 1954 (Official Records No, 60, Annex 8, page 79) which stated inter alia,:

"In the course of the meting, the representatives of the three countries France,

Italy and United Kingdom informed the Regional Director that under these circum-

stances they would not attend the Sub- Committee B in Mogadiscio owing to the fact

that they had been informed that Israel was unable to attend."

He could only guess why Israel had thus obstructed the full implementation of the

Health Assembly resolution. As far as he could see, Israel had raised two main

objections to the arrangements made by the Health Assembly: the first objection

concerned the constitutionality of resolution WHA6.47 which had been reaffirmed by

resolution WHA7.33; and the second concerned the interpretation of the procedure

suggested by the Regional Director for the implementation of those resolutions.

In a letter dated 31 August 1954 from the Israeli Minister of Health to the

Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean (Official Records No. 60, Annex 8,

page 78) the Israeli Government stated that it could do no other than "renew its

reservations with regard to ... the constitutionality ,., of resolution WHA6.47 ".

Furthermore, in a letter dated 3 January 1955 and addressed to the Director -General,

the Israeli Government stated that at preceding Health Assemblies "the representatives

of the Government of Israel gag expressed certain reservations with regard to the

constitutionality of the division of the Regional Committee into two sub -committees
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and the compatibility of that division with the principles governing international

organization ". Despite those statements, he was totally ignorant of any previous

Israeli objections regarding the constitutionality of resolution WHA6.47. No such

objection had been raised either at the Sixth or Seventh Health Assemblies, or in the

interval between the two. The lengthy correspondence which had passed between the

Director- General and the Regional Director on the one hand, and the Israeli Govern-

ment on the other, referred merely to the procedure suggested by the Regional

Director, and never questioned the constitutionality of the resolutions themselves.

At the seventh meeting of the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal

Matters at the Seventh World Health Assembly, Dr Hyde, speaking as a representative

of the Executive Board, had stated (Official. Records No. 55, page 334) that "Israel

had expressed doubts of the constitutional correctness of the procedure, and had

eventually asked that its implementation sh "uld be postponed until those doubts had

been cleared ". At the ninth meeting of the Committee during the same session,

Mr Zarb, Chief of the Legal Office, had clerly stated (Official Records No. 55, page

341) that "the legality and constitutionality of the decision taken by the Sixth

Health Assembly had not been questioned. It was on the legality of the procedure

proposed by the Regional Director in his letter of invitation that the Israeli

Government had formulated criticism and doubts." And it should be noted that the

same summary record contained the following sentence: "Mr CIDOR (Israel) confirmed

Mr Zarb's statement."

Any doubt there could have been concerning the constitutionality of resolution

WHA6.47 had been finally dispelled by resolution WHA7.33, which not only confirmed the

previous resolution, but even made it mandatory. He was surprised, therefore, that

the delegate of Israel should sudenly raise the question of constitutionality at

that late stage.
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It had been the Israeli reservations concerning the procedure suggested by the

Regional Director that had led to the adoption cf resolution WHA7.33. That question

had been thoroughly discussed during the previous Health Assembly and the Iraqi

delegation had at the time maintained that the procedure in question was not only

constitutional and proper, but even implicit in the original resolution WHA6.47. The

majority of the Committee, while not questioning the constitutionality of the

procedure hadfolt, however, that it was for the Health Assembly itself to devise the

necessary procedure. A special working party had been set up to examine the problem

and it would be useful to quote from the statement made by the sponsor of that working

party, Mr Calderwood, of the United States of America, at the ninth meeting of the

Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters (Official Records No. 55,

page 339):

"Certain constitutional objections had been raised to that procedure,
abut he was quite sure the Committee would agree that there were no grounds
for such objections .... the Executive Board held that the Health Assembly_
should assume respcnsibi'sLty f -r defining the 2rocedure to enable the sub-
committee to functi ^n. He fully concurred in that view: it was the
responsibility of the Health Assembly; the task should not be imposed on
the Director- General ^r the Regional Director.

"Divergent views had been expressed on the conditions to be fulfilled
in order to enable the Director- General or the Regional Director to convene
the two sub -committees, The }bstacles did not seem to him insuperable, and
he wondered whether it might not be advisable to establish a working party
to study the question : >f the conditions to be fulfilled and to submit
proposals to the Committee on the procedure t(' be followed."

After lengthy discussions, during which Israel and the Arab States had been given

ample opportunity +.) state their views, the working party had unanimously adopted a

report, which was embodied in resolution WHA7.33, which in its turn had been adopted

unanimously. Yet in the two letters he had quoted previously, dated 31 August 1954

and 3 January 1955 respectively, the Israeli Government had attempted to question the
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constitutionality of the arrangements and to give them a meaning that was clearly at

variance with the facts.

As far as he could see from the s-newhat equivocal communications of the Israeli

Government, the latter had raised three main objections regarding the procedure

suggested by the working party. The first two concerned paragraphs (1) and (2) of

that procedure. They had been made at the fourteenth meeting of the Committee on

Administration, Finance and Legal Matters at the Seventh World Health Assembly and

were mentioned in the Israeli Government's letter of 31 August 1954. The Israeli

representative at the time had alleged that the working party's recommendations were

unrealistic and based on fiction. In that connexion he could only refer the Committee

to the statement made by Sir Arcot Mudaliar as Chairman of the working party (Official

Rec.rd$ No. 55, page 384); he had stated inter alia that "it was obvious that the Arab

States wi11 be in one sub -committee and I ^raol will be in another. Let us not forget

that this is the fundamental basis of the resolution of the World Health Assembly."

That was precisely what had happened subsequently. Unfortunately, Israel had declined

to take part in the work of Sub -Committee B knowing full well that such a refusal

would inevitably suspend the work if that body.

The third Israel objection concerned paragraph 2 (6) of resolution WHA7.33. The

Israel representative had contended that the choice :: ^,f Alexandria as the meeting place

for Sub -Committee A had prevented Sub -Committee B from meeting, because Israeli

nationals could not enter Egypt. Paragraph 2 (6) of the resolution in question did

not lay down that the two sub- committees had to meet at the same place and on the same

dates; on the contrary, it specifically stated that that "should not be made a

condition of the holding of the sessions of the sub -committees." If Israel continued

to insist on so rigid an interpretation of paragraph 2 (6) it would never be possible



AB /AFL/Min /8

page 19

to hold any meetings either at regional Headquarters, or in any Arab State, or in

Israel itself, which could so easily act as host to Sub -Committee B.

In its letter of 31 August 1954 (Official Records No. 60, Annex 8, page 78), the

Israeli Ministry of Health had attacked WHO in terms that had rarely, if ever, been

used by any Member State vis a vis an international organization: "It is with

considerable apprehension - no doubt shared by many others - that my Government notes

that an international organization governed by the Charter of the United Nations has

decided to subordinate international law, elementary geographical facts and the

obviousthealth interests of a whole region to arbitrary political demands put forward

by certain States in violation of the treaties signed by them and of their essential

obligations as Members of the United Nations." The same unfounded accusations had

been repeated by the Israeli Ministry for Foreign Af'f "trs in_its letter to the

Director- General dated 3 January 1955 (document AB /AFL /6): "The Government of Israel

remains convinced that in giving way to political pressures, the World Health

Organization, far from facilitating a rapprochement between States temporarily at

variance, is making such a rapprochement even more difficult and, in dr+ing serious

harm to its own prestige, is liable, from the constitutional point of view, to create

. thereby a dangerous precedent."

Without dwelling on the unfounded character of those accusations he would merely

say that the Arab States had not proposed the adoption of resolutions WHA6.47 and

WHA7.33: on the contrary, they had been opposed to them. Similarly, they had been

opposed to the recommendations of the working party which was now accused of having

given way to political pressure.

In conclusion, he wished to emphas %zo that resolution WHA7.33 could only be

implemented by patience, goodwill and a genuine desire to make it work. The Arab
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States had done their best to ensure its success despite continued frustration and

provocations from Israel. They had also, it should be emphasized, made the greater

part of the concessions, the main being that they had recognized the presence of

Israel in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. That had always been Israel's basic

demand. Israel on the other hand had made no comparable concessions.

Dr EL WAKIL (Egypt) asked whether the Israel representativo maintained his

Government's reservations as to the constitutionality of resolution WHA7.33..

.Mr LIVERAN (Israel) said that he was ready to answer any questions put to him but

that he had hoped that there would not be a two -sided conversation between the

delegates of Egypt, Lebanon and Iraq on the one hand and of Israel on the other, but

far discussion cf those issues which were properly up for discussion. However, since

he had been asked questions, he would answer them and make corrections to previous

interventions where corrections seemed needed.

The delegate of Iraq had apparently tried to show by his reference to the

remarks cf delegates of Israel at previous Health Assemblies and to letters sent by

the Israeli Government, that Israel had abandoned the right to say what it thought

best for the Organization and for itself. No delegation could be expected to do that.

The fact that Israel had in the past yielded to entreaties for compromise did not mean

that it had forfeited its right to speak its mind; however, he was ready to learn any

lesson that the delegate of Iraq might draw from Israel's apparently misguided

readiness for compromise.

Regarding the Iraqi delegate's second point, he would state that his own remarks

had in no way been intended to reflect on the integrity of those who had proposed

resolution WHA6.47.
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As to the question whether his Government wished to raise the question of the

constitutionality of resolution WHA7.33, his answer was in the negative; it was not he

who had raised the question at the present meeting. He had been discussing the wisdom

and effects of decisions taken and had tried to present the situation as it appeared

to his Government, without in any way trying to deny others the right to defend their

past views or to change their minds.

An attempt bad been made to show that the situation in the Baste= Mediterranean

Region resulted from Israel's not doing what it was bound or expeciad to do under the

resolution of the Health Assembly. The delegate of Iraq said that Israel was the only

country which had not exercised its right to sit in one or the other of the two sub-

committees and that it was therefore responsible for the non -implementation of

resolution WHA7.33. The difficulty of Israel was not that the Arab States would not

it in the same sub -committee, but that no State exclusively a Member of the Region

was ready to sit in Sub -Committee B with Israel. Israel's objection was to having the

resolution used in such a way that the Arab States sat as one group and Israel was by

indirection eluded from partigipating in regional activities.

His reference to the region and regtpnal activities 1448, prompted by the fact that

it had been said that the present solution, if not a complete one, was practically so

since only one country was not sitting in the Regional Committee, But resolution

WHA7.33 had been designed as an attempt to provide a solution for the situation in the

whole Region, and the whole could not be less than the sum of all its parts.

The CHAIRMAN intervened to say that the eighth meeting of the Committee must rise

because a meeting of the General Committee was due. He would, however, give the floor

to the delegate of Israel when the following meeting opened.

The meeting rose at 12.30 p.m.


