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APPLICATION BY EGYPT AND THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN 

AND NORTHERN IRELAND FOR THE ADMISSION OF THE SUDAN 

TO ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 

By the annexed telegram and letters dated 7 April 1955, received by 

the Director-General on 7 and 9 April 1955, the Government of Egypt and 

the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

made application for the admission of the Sudan to Associate Membership. 

The Anglo-Egyptian Agreement of 12 February 1953 concerning the 

Sudan and excerpts from the Self-Government Statute of this territory are 

also annexed (Annexes 2 and 3 ). ,....e-v*""< 
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TELEGRAM DATED 7 APRIL, BECEIVED ON 7 APRIL 1955 FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT* 

"HAVE HONOUR REQUEST ADMISSION OF SUDAN AS ASSOCIATE MEMBER OF WORLD 

HEALTH ORGANIZATION LETTER FOLLOWS" 

LETTER DATED 7 APRIL, RECEIVED ON 9 APRIL 1955 FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF EGÏPT* 

" I have the honour to inform you that my Government, in full agreement 

with that of the United Kingdom, has instructed me to request that the 

Sudan be submitted as an Associate Member of the World Health Organization, 

and to ask you to place this request on the agenda of the Eighth World 

Health Assembly." 

LETTER DATED 7 APRIL, RECEIVED ON 9 APRIL 1955 FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED 

KINGDOM AND NORTHERN IRELAND 

" I have the honour to inform you that the Sudan Government wishes to apply 

for associate membership of the World Health Organization and that Her 

Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom, as one of the codomini responsible 

for the foreign affairs of the Sudan, is prepared to sponsor that application 

in concert with the Government of Egypt. 

As the Sudan Government hopes to be able to send a representative to the 

World Health Assembly to be held next month at Mexico City, I have the honour 

to request that this formal application for associate membership be included 

on the Assembly's agenda in accordance with Rules 103 and 104 of the Rules of 

Procedure. I understand that a similar application is being deposited with 

you by His Excellency the Egyptian Ambassador,," 

Unofficial translation 
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF 

GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT 

'CONCERNING SELF-GOVERNMENT AND SELF-DETERMINATION FOR 

THE SUDAN 

Сairoj February 12, 1953 

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

(hereinafter called the "United Kingdom Government") and the Egyptian Government, 

Firmly believing in.the right of the Sudanese people to Self-Determination 

and the effective-exercise thereof at the proper time and with the necessary 

safeguards, 

Have agreed as follows s 

A:'ti ele 1 

In order to enable the Sudanese people to exercise Self-Determination in a 

free and neutral atmosphere, a transitional period providing full self-government 

for the Sudanese shall begin on the day specified in Article 9 below. 

Article 2 

The transitional period, being a preparation for the effective termination of 

the dual Administration, shall be considered as a liquidation of that Administration. 

During the transitional period the sovereignty of the Sudan shall be kept in reserve 

for the Sudanese until Self-Determination is achieved. 

Article 3 

The Governor-General shall, during the transitional period, be the supreme 

constitutional authority within the Sudan. He shall exercise his powers as set out 

in the Self-Government Statute with the aid of a five-member Commission, to be called 

the Governor-General's Commission, whose powers are laid down in the terms of 

reference in Annex I to the present Agreement. 
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Article 4 

This Commission shall consist of two Sudanese proposed by the two Contracting 

Governments in agreement, one Egyptian citizen, one citizen of the United Kingdom 

and one Pakistani citizen, each to be proposed by his respective Government. The 

appointment of the two Sudanese members shall be subject to the subsequent approval 

of the Sudanese Parliament when it is elected, and the Parliament shall be entitled 

to nominate alternative candidates in case of disapproval. The Commission hereby 

set up will be formally appointed by Egyptian Government decree. 

Article 5 

The two Contracting Governments agree that, it being a fundamental principle of 

their common policy to maintain the unity of the Sudan as a single territory, the 

special powers which are vested in the Governor-General by Article 100 of the 

Self-Government Statute shall not be exercised in any manner which is in conflict 

with that policy. 

Article 6 

The Governor-General shall remain directly responsible to the two Contracting 

Governments as regards: 

(a) external affairsj 

(b) any change requested by the Sudanese Parliament under Article 101 (1) 

of the Statute for S elf-Government as regards any part of the Statute,* 

(c) any resolution passed by the Commission which he regards as inconsistent 

with his responsibilities. In this case he will inform the two 

Contracting Governments, each of which must give an answer within one 

month of the date of formal notice. The Commission's resolution shall 

stand unless the two Governments agree to the contrary. 
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Article 7 

There shall be constituted a Mixed Electoral Commission of seven members.. . 

These shall be three Sudanese appointed by the Governor-General with the approval . 

of his Commission, one Egyptian citizen, one citizen of the United Kingdom, one 

citizen of the United States of America, and one Indian citizen. The non-Sudanese 

members shall be nominated by their respective Governments. The Indian member shall 

be Chairman of the Commission. The Commission shall be appointed by the Governor-

General on the instructions of the two Contracting Governments. The terms of 

reference of this Commission are contained in Annex I I to this Agreement. 

Article 8 

To provide the free and neutral atmosphere requisite for Self-Determination 

there shall be established a Sudanisation Committee consisting ofj 

(a) an Egyptian citizen and a citizen of the United Kingdom to be nominated 

by their respective Governments and subsequently appointed by the 

Governor-General,together with three Sudanese members to be selected 

from a list of five names submitted to him by the Prime Minister of the 

Sudan. The selection and appointment of these Sudanese members shall 

have the prior approval of the Governor-General's Commission; 

(b) one or more members of the Sudan Public Service Commission who will act 

in a purely advisory capacity without the right to vote. 

(c) The functions and terms of reference of this Committee are contained 

in Annex I I I to this Agreement. 

Article 9 

The transitional period shall begin on the day designated as "the appointed day" 

in Article 2 of the Self-Government Statute. Subject to the completion of the 

Sudanisation as outlined in Annex I I I to this Agreement, the two Contracting 
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Governments undertake to bring the transitional period to an end as soon as possible. 

In any case this period shall not exceed three years. It shall be brought to an 

end in the following manner. The Sudanese Parliament shall pass a resolution 

expressing their desire that arrangements for Self-Determination shall be put in 

motion and the Governor-General shall notify the two Contracting Governments of this 

resolution. 

Article.10 

When the two Contracting Governments have been formally notified of this 

resolution, the Sudanese Government, then existing, shall draw up a draft law for 

the election of the Constituent Assembly, which it shall submit to Parliament for 

approval. The Governor-General shall give, his .consent to the law with the agreement 

of his Commission. • Detailed preparations for the process of Self-Determination, 

including safeguards assuring the impartiality of the elections and any other 

arrangements designed to secure a free and neutral atmosphere, shall be subject to 

international supervision. The two Contracting Governments will accept the recom-p 

mendations of any international body which may be set up to this end. 

Article 11 

Egyptian and British military forces shall withdraw from the Sudan immediately 

upon the Sudanese Parliament adopting a resolution expressing its desire that 

arrangements for Self-Determination be put in motion. The two Contracting Govern-

ments undertake to complete the withdrawal of their forces from the Sudan within a 

period not exceeding three months. 

Article 12 

The Constituent Assembly shall have two duties to discharge. The first will 

be to decide the future of the Sudan as one integral whole. The second will be to 

draw up a constitution for the Sudan compatible with the decision which shall have 

been taken in this respect, as well as an electoral law for a permanent Sudanese 

Parliament. The future of the Sudan shall be decided eitheri 



Annex'2 

(a) by the Constituent Assembly choosing to link the Sudan, with Esrpt- • 

in any form, or 

(b) by the Constituent Assembly choosing complete independence. 

Article 13 

The two Contracting Governments undertake to respect the decision of the 

Constituent Assembly concerning the future status of the Sudan and each Government 

will take all the measures which may be necessary to give effect to its decision. 

Article 14 

The two Contracting Governments agree that the Self-Government Statute shall 

be amended in accordance with Annex IV to this Agreement. . 

Article 15 

This Agreement together with its attachments shall come into force upon 

signature. 
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EXCERPTS FROM THE SELF-GOVERNMENT STATUTE 

CHAPTER I I I - THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Position of Governor-General as Constitutional Authority 

12.- (1) The Governor-General shall be the Supreme Constitutional Authority within 

the Sudan. He shall in respect of the Constitution hereby established have the 

responsibilities and powers respectively set forth in the Agreement, and this Order. 

(2) In the discharge of his responsibilities in respect of external affairs 

and of constitutional amendments as referred to in Article 6(a) and (b) of the 

Agreement, and in Articles 99 and 101(1) respectively of this Order, the Governor-

General shall be directly responsible to the two Governments. 
*>«••• 

CHAPTER XI - TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS 

Powers of Governor-General during Transitional Period 

98.- (1) Pending the exercise by the Sudanese of self-determination, the Governor-

General shall retain the powers specified in this Chapter. 

(2) Within the scope of his authority, the Governor-General shall act at his 

discretion in exercising his powers under this Chapter. 

Powers of the Governor-General in respect of 

External Affairs 

99.- (1) In order to enable him to carry out his responsibilities to the two 

Governments under Article 12(2) in respect of external affairs, the Governor-General 

shall have and exercise such executive and legislative powers as shall be necessary 

or expedient for the purpose. 
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(2) If and so fax as legislation with regard to such affairs shall in hie 

opinion be neoessary or expedient, the same shall, subjeot to the approval o£ the too 

Governments, be enacted by the Governor-General by Order. 

(3) Every such Order shall be in writing under tha Governor-General's hand, 

and, unless otherwise expressly provided in the Order, shall come into force on 

publication in the Sudan Government Gazette. 

(4) An Order hereunder may revoke modify or extend any existing enactment 

dealing with external affairs. 

(5) Notwithstanding that the Council has no executive powers and Parliament 

has no legislative powers with regard to external affairs, neverthelessî 

£a) the Governor-General shall keep the Council informed thereon; 

(b) the Council may make representations to the Governor-General with 

regard thereto, and it shall be the duty of the Governor-General to 

take the same into consideration; 

(c) either House may, if the prior consent of the Governor-General has 

been obtained, hold debates or pass resolutions on any such matter. 

Ацу such resolution may, if the House thinks f it , be submitted to the 

Governor-General for his consideration, and it shall be the duty of the 

Governor-General to take the same into consideration accordingly, 

(6) A declaration in writing by the Governor-General that a matter falls within 

his responsibility under this Article shall be conclusive and «hall bind tha Council 

and Parliament. 


