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z.

In the course of its fifteenth session the Executive Board re- examined the

draft revision of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly in the light of the

comments and proposals submitted by several governments, as required by resolution

HÁ7.30.1W Taking account of the suggestions made by these governments the Board

drew up additional modifications and, in resolution EB15/R72,2 requested the

Director -General to submit to the Eighth World Health Assembly in a single text

the draft revision together with the additional modifications and the commentary

thereon. This text is submitted in Annex I.

II.

The Executive Board at its fifteenth session included in its commentary on the

revision of the Rules of Procedure of-the Health Assembly a request that the

Director- General submit to the Eighth World Health Assembly a study on the procedure

for amending the Constitution, taking into account the provisions of Article 73.

The Director -General therefore submits the following:

The basic provisions covering amendments to the Constitution are set forth in

Chapter XVII, Article 73, as follows:

"Texts of proposed amendments to this Constitution shall be communicated

by the Director-General to Members at least six months in advance of their

consideration' by the Health Assembly. Amendments shall come into force for

1
Off. Rec, Wld Hlth Org. 55, 28

2
Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 60, 28
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all Members when adopted by a two -thirds vote of the Health Assembly and

accepted by two -thirds of the Members in accordance with their respective

constitutional processes."

Compared with the parallel constitutional provisions of three other specialized

agencies, which have been examined in connexion with this study (those of the

International Labour Organisation, Food and Agriculture Organization and United

Nations Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization),1 the text of the WHO

Constitution is quite formal in requiring that six months advance notice of any

amendment must be given to Members before that amendment may be considered at a

Health Assembly. Although a similar provision exists in the case of UNESCO

(UNESCO Constitution, Article XIII) it is to be noted that the general rule'is

qualified by a further specific provision that the General Conference shall have

power to adopt by a two -thirds majority rules of procedure for carrying out the

provisions of the Article.

Although the power to interpret the WHO Constitution is vested in the Health

Assembly (WHO Constitution, Article 75), the Director -General would infer that in

the absence of any qualifying provisions such as exist in the case of UNESCO (see

above), the terms of Article 73 of the WHO Constitution are such as to prevent the

Assembly from considering any proposed amendments submitted less than six months

before the opening of a session of the Health Assembly) including any amendments

of substance proposed to the original amendments. .There remains the question.of

amendments which are matters of drafting. This point is dealt with below.

Taking into consideration the formal terms of the Constitution and the fact

that procedural difficulties have so far arisen only in one case, namely that of the

joint proposals of the Scandinavian corntries concerning the frequency of Assembly

sessions the Director -General believes that it would not be appropriate at this

time to introduce detailed provisions for the handling of constitutional amendments

into the Rules of Procedure. It would appear that further experience in this matter

will establish practices and precedents which might serve this purpose at .a later

date. For the information of the Assembly, the rules of procedure of.ILO,..FAO and

UNESCO governing constitutional amendments are set forth in Annex II...

1
See Annex II

2
Resolutions WHAJ.96, WHA4.55, EB9.R53, WHA5.22, EB11,R69, WHA6.58
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The Director -General believes, however, that it would facilitate the preparation

and consideration of such amendments if provision were to be made in the Rules of

Procedure to cover changes of a drafting nature. If it is considered a reasonable

interpretation of Article 73 of the Constitution that the intent of this Article is

to give advance notice of proposed changes of substance to Member States and that

therefore drafting changes do not come under the scope of the six months rule, then

it would be possible to give effect to this suggestion.

If drafting changes are to be made subject to the six months rule, quite con-

siderable delays in the adoption of amendments, otherwise acceptable to theAssembly,

can arise. An example illustrating this can be cited. The Constitution is drawn

up in five languages, the texts in all these languages being equally authentic.

It therefore follows that any amendments must similarly be drawn up in the same five

languages. Should it become apparent during a session of the Health Assembly that

an error in one of the texts prepared for final adoption required correction, then

an application of the six months rule to such correction would result in postponing

the adoption of the amendments to the following Assembly.

Should the Assembly consider that it would be desirable to provide for drafting

changes in the Rules of Procedure, it might wish to examine the text of an additional

Article to be inserted between Rules (108) 111 and (109) 112. The following text,

based upon the Rules of Procedure of the UNESCO General Conference, is suggested:

"The Health Assembly may, without prior communication to Members,

adopt any changes in the texts referred to in Rule (108) 111 which are

purely matters of drafting, and any changes designed to embody in a single

text similar substantive proposals communicated to Members in accordance

with the provisions of Rule (108) lll.

"In case of doubt, a proposed amendment shall be deemed to be an

amendment of substance unless the Health Assembly by a two -thirds majority

de ©ides otherwise."

It may be noted that this provision covers, in addition to simple drafting

changes, changes designed to embody several similar substantive proposale in a single

text. It provides, moreover, that where there is doubt as to the nature of a

proposed change, any decision thereon shall be taken by a two-thirds majority.
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Annex I

PROPOSED REVISION OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY PREPARED BY THE
EXECUTIVE BOARD AT ITS THIRTEENTH SESSION

EXPLANPTORY NOTES

ADDITIONAL AMENDMENTS TO THE REVISION OF THE
1gULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY PREPARED

.BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD IT ITS FIFTEENTH SESSION

COMMENTS

A

Rule 2

The Director- General shall convene the Health
Assembly to meet in special session, within ninety days
of the receipt of any request therefor, made by a
majority of the Members and Associate Members of the
Organization or by the Board at such time and place as
the Board shall determine.

Rule 3

/Notices convening a regular session of the Health
Assembly shall be sent by the Director -General to Members
and Associate Members, to representatives of the Executive
Board and to all partipating inter -governmental and
related nor- governmental organizations invited to be re-
presented-at the session, not less than sixty days in
'advance of the opening day of the session. Without
prejudice to Rule 2 such notices for a special session
shall Ile sent lot less than thirty days in advance of the
opening day of the session./

Notices convening a regular session of the Health
Assembly shall be sent by the Director -General not less
than sixty days and notices convening a special session
not less than thirty days before the date fixed for the
opening of the session, to Members and Associate
Members, to representatives of the Board and to all
participating inter - governmental and related non-

governmental organizations invited to be represented at
the session.

The Director -General may invite States having made
application for membership, territories on whose behalf
application for associate membership has been made, states

which have signed but not accepted the Constitution or
states which were represented in any way at the Inter-
national Health Conference in New York in 1946 to send
observers to /eetings7 sessions of the Health Assembly.

[Such observers may attend any open meeting of the
Health Assembly or any of its main committees. They may,

upon the invitation of the President, and with the consent
of the Health Assembly or committee, make a statement on
the subject under discussion.7

Luch observers shall have access to non -confidential
documents and to such other documents as the Director -
General may see fit to make available. They may submit
memoranda to the Director- General, who shall determine
the nature and scope of the circulation

No change,

The first paragraph of the
Mule has been redrafted in order
tó improve the clarity of the
text. The third and fourth
paragraphs have.been deleted as
their substance is contained in
Rule 45.
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ANNEX I

COMMENTS

Note: Amendments are indicated by placing parts to be
omitted in parentheses and by underlining parts
to be added. The numbers within brackets
indicate the old numeration.

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE
WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Note: Whenever any of the following terms appear in
these Rules, reference shall be as indicated
below:

"Constitution" - to the Constitution of the World Health
Organization

"Organization" - to the World Health Organization

"Health Assembly" - to the World Health Assembly

"Hoard" - to the Executive Board

"Members" - to Members of the World Health Organization

"Associate Members" - to Associate Members of the World
Health Organization

Preamble

These Rules Of Procedure are adopted under the
authority of, and are subject to, the Constitution of
the World Health Organization. In the event of any
conflict between any provision of the Rules and any
provision of the Constitution, the Constitution shall
prevail.

SESSIONS OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Rule 1

The Director -General shall convene the Health

Assembly to meet annually in regular session at such
time and place as the Board shall determine in con-
formity with the provisions of Articles 14 and 15 of
the Constitution,

No change.

No change.
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COMMENTS

AGENDA OF HEALTH ASSEMBLY SESSIONS

Regular Sessions

Rule 4

The provisional agenda of each regular session of
the Health Assembly shall be prepared by the Board after
consideration of proposals submitted by the Director-
General and despatched to Members and Associate Members,

to representatives of the 3card and to participating
inter -governmental and related non -governmental
organizations at least sixty days before the opening
day of the session.

Rule 5

The Board, in preparing the provisional agenda of
each regular session of the Health Assembly, shall
include, inter alia:

(a) the annual report of the Director -General on the

work of the Organization;

(b) all items, the inclusion of which has been ordered
by the Health Assembly at a previous session;

(c) all items pertaining to the budget for the next
financial year and to the report on the accounts for the
preceding year;

(d) any item proposed by a Member or by an Associate
Member;

Rules 4 et seq

No provision is made in the

existing rules for the agenda of
special sessions. In order to ob-
viate any doubts which might arise,
should a special session be ccn-
vened, new rules 6 and 7 have been
inserted.

No change.

Rule 4

The Board shall prepare the provisional agenda of
each reFulpr session of the Health Assembly hall be

prepared by the Board/ after consideration of proposals
submitted by the Director- General. The provisional

agenda shall be despatched to Members and Associate
Members, to representatives of the :.,.yard and to participat-

ing inter -governmental and related non- governmental organ-
izations at least sixty days before the opening day of
the session.

Rule 5

The Board shall include in / reparini7 the
provisional agenda of each regular session of
the Health Assembly /hall include7 inter alia:

(a)

Drafting change.

The Government of Austra-
lia suggests that to
take account of the
situation of distant
countries, the Rules
should lay down that the
provisional agenda Ilhould
be despatched in time to
be received by Members
within the prescribed
period. The Board, while
sympathizing with the
difficulties encountered
by countries such as
Australia, nevertheless
recognized that in view
of the relatively short
period of time between
the closing of a session
of the Board and the
opening of a session of
the Assembly it would
not be possible to give
a guarantee that such a
proposal could be given
effect, since the Organ-
ization could not be
responsible for delays
in transmission.

Drafting change.
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PROPOSED REVISION OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY PREPARED BY THE
EXECUTIVE BOARD AT ITS THIRTEENTH SESSION

Rule 5 (continued)

(e) subject to such preliminary consultation as may he
necessary between the Director -General and the Secretary -

General of the United Nations, any item proposed by the
United Nations;

(f) any item proposed by any specialized agency with
which the Organization has entered into a formal agreement,
subject to the relevant provisions thereof.

Special SessionsJf
Rule 6

A provisional agenda for each special session of
the Health Assembly shall be drawn up by the Director -
General and desatched to Members and Associate Members,
to representatives of the Board and to participating
inter- governmental and related non -governmental organiz-
ations at least thirty days before the opening day of the
session.

Rule 7

The provisional agenda for each special session
shall include :

(a) all items, the inclusion of which in the agenda of
the apecial session has been ordered by the Health
Assembly at a previous session;

(b) any items proposed in any request by a majority of
the Members and Associate Members of the Organization or
by the Board for the holding of the session, pursuant to
Rule 2.

Regular and Special Sessions

Rule (6) 8

The Director- General shall enter into consultation
with the United Nations or the other specialized agencies
on items, proposed in conformity with these Rules, relating
to new activities to be undertaken by the Organization
which are of direct concern to such organization or organ-
izations, and shall report to the Health Assembly on the
means of achieving co- ordinated use of the resources of

the respective organizations.

When such proposals are put forward during the
course of a session, the Director- General shall, after
such consultation as may be possible with representatives
of the United Nations or other specialized agencies atten-
ding the session, draw the attention of the Health
Assembly to the full implications of the proposal.

EXPLANATORY NOTES
ADDITIONAL AMENDMENTS TO THE REVISION OF THE
RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY PREPARED
BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AT ITS FIFTEENTH SESSION

COMMENTS

See Rule t.

See Rule 4.

No change.

Rule 6

The Director- General shall draw up the provision-
al agenda for any special session of the Health
Assembly and des.atch it at least thirty da s before
the opening day of the session, to Members and
Associate Members, to representatives of the Board
and to participating inter -governmental and related

non -governmental organizations.

Rule 7

The provisional agenda for ¿ach7 aura apecial

session shall include:

(a)

Drafting change.

The Government of
Australia having commented on
this Rule in the same manner
as for Rule 4, reference is
made to the comment under
that Rule.

Drafting change.
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CO1MMENTS

Rule (7) 2

The Health Assembly shall satisfy itself that adequate
consultations have taken place with the organizations
concerned in accordance with Rule (6) 8 before taking
action on such new activities.

Rule (8) 10

The Director- General shall consult the United
Nations and the other specialized agencies, as well as
Member States, on international contrentions or agreements
or international regulations proposed for adoption in
respect of any provision thereof which affects the

. activities of such organization or organizations, and
shall bring the comments of such organization or organ-
izations to the attention of the Health Assembly
together with the comments received from governments.

Rule (9) 11

Unless the Health Assembly decides otherwise in case
of urgency, proposals for new activities to be undertaken
by the Organization may be placed upon the supplementary
agenda of any session only if such proposals are
received at least six weeks before the date the open-
ing of the session, or if the proposal is one which
should be referred to another organ of the Organization
for examination with a view to deciding whether action by
the Organization is desirable.

Rule (10) 12

Subject to the provisions of Rule (9) 11 regarding
new activities, supplementary items may be added to the
agenda during any session if the Health Assembly so
decides or if the General Committee so recommends and
such recommendation reaches the Health Assembly not later
than five days after the opening of /The sessio7
a regular session or two days after the opening of a
special session.

Rule (11) 13

The Director -General shall report to the Health

Assembly on the technical, administrative and financial
implications, if any, of all agenda items submitted to
the Health Assembly before they are considered by the
Health Assembly in plenary meeting. No proposal shall
be considered in the absence of such a report unless
the Health Assembly decides otherwise in case of urgency.

No change.

No change.

No change.

A shorter time limit is
provided for special sessions,
since these might be of short
duration.

No change.
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PROPOSED REVISION OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE

OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY PREPARED BY THE
EXECUTIVE BOARD AT ITS THIRTEENTH SESSION

EXPLANATORY NOTES

ADDITIONAL AMENDMENTS TO THE REVISION OF THE
RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE HEP LTH ASSEMBLY. PREPARED

BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AT ITS FIFTEENTH SESSION

COMMENTS

/Eule 12/

ffhe provisional agenda of each regular session of

the Health Assembly, determined in accordance with Rule
'4, shall be sent to Members and Associate Members, to
representatives of the Executive Board and to particip-
ating inter-governmental and related non - governmental

organizations at least sixty days in advance of the opening
i.ay of the session.]

Rule (13) 14

Copies of all reports and other documents relating
to the agenda of any session shall be sent by the Director -
General to Members and Associate Members, to recresent-
atives of the 2Txecutive7Board and to participating
inter -governmental organizations at the same time as the
agenda or as soon thereafter as possible; appropriate
reports and documents shall also be sent to related non-
governmental organizations in the same manner.

Rule (14) 15

The Health Assembly shall not proceed, unless it
determines otherwise, to the discussion of any item on the
agenda until at least forty -eight hours have elapsed after
the documents referred to in Rules (11) 13 and (13) 14 have
been made available to delegations.

Nevertheless, the President of the Health Assembly,
with the consent of the General Committee, may suspend
the application of this Rule. In this case, notice of
such suspension shall be given to all delegations and
inserted in the Journal of the Health Assembly.

SECRETARIAT OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Rule (15) 16

The Director -General shall act as Secretary of the
Health Assembly and of any subdivision thereof. He may

delegate these functions.

Rule (16) 17

The Director -General shall provide and supervise
such secretarial and other staff and facilities as may

be required by the Health Assembly.

The former Rule 12 has been
deleted, as its provisions are
incorporated in Rules 4 and 6.

Drafting change.

Drafting change.

No change.

No change.
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COMMENTS

Rule (17) 18

It shall be the duty of the Secretariat to receive,
translate into the working languages of the Health
Assembly, and circulate documents, reports and resolutions
of the Health Assembly and its committees; to prepare the
records of their proceedings; and to perform such other
work as the Health Assembly or any of its committees may

require.

PLENARY MEETINGS OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Rule (18) 19

Plenary meetings of the Health Assembly will, unless
the Health Assembly decides otherwise, be open to attend-
ance by all delegates, alternates and advisers appointed
by Members, in accordance with Articles 10 -12 inclusive of
the Constitution, by representatives of Associate Members
appointed in accordance with Article 8 of the Constitution,
and the resolution governs the status of Associate. Members,
by representatives of thexecutiv7 Board, by observers
of invited non- member States and territories 6n whose behalf
application for Associate Membership has been made, and also
by invited representatives of the United Nations and of
other participating inter -governmental and related non-
governmental organizations.

In plenary ¿ession7 meetings the chief delegate may
designate another delegate who shall have the right to
speak and vote in the name of his delegation on any question.
Moreover, upon the request of the chief delegate or any
delegate so designated by him the President may allow an
adviser to speak on any particular point.

Rule (19) 20

Plenary meetings of the Health Assembly shall be
he4.d in public, unless the Health Assembly decides other-

wise in exceptional circumstances. Subject to any
decision of the Health Assembly,' the Director- General
shall make appropriate arrangements for the admission of
the public, and of representatives of the Press and
other information agencies, to the plenary meetings of the
Health Assembly. At the close óf each private meeting, the
President may issue a communiqué through the Director -General.

No change..

Drafting change.

No change.

Rule (17) 18

It shall be the duty of the Secretariat to receive,
translate into the working languages of the Health
Assembly, and circulate documents, reports and resolutions
of the Health Assembly and its committees; to repare the

records of their procéheç ngs; and to perform ¿uch other

work as the Health Assembly or any of its committees may
requir7 any other tasks required in connexion with the
activities of the Health Assembly or any of its committees.

Drafting change.
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PROPOSED REVISION OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY PREPARED BY THE
EXECUTIVE BOARD AT ITS THIRTEENTH SESSION

EXPLANATORY NOTE$
ADDITIONAL AMENDMENTS TO THE REVISION OF THE
RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY PREPARED
BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AT ITS FIFTEENTH SESSION

COMMENTS

Rule (20) 21

(a) Each Member, Associate Member and participating
inter -governmental and related non -governmental organi-

zation shall communicate to the Director -General, if

possible fifteen days before the date fixed for the opening
of the session of the Health Assembly, the names of its
representatives, including all alternates, advisers and
secretaries.

(b) The credentials of delegates'of Members and of the
representatives of Associate Members shall be delivered
to the Director- General, if possible not less than one
day before the opening of the session of the Health
Assembly. Such credentials shall be issued by the Head
of State or by the Minister for Foreign Affairs or by
the Minister of Health or other appropriate authority,
and in the case of the representatives of Associate
Members by the appropriate authority.

Rule (21) 22

A Committee on Credentials consisting of twelve
delegates of as many Members shall be appointed at the
beginning of each session by the Health Assembly on the
proposal of the President. This committee shall elect
its own officers. It shall examine the credentials of
delegates of Members and of the representatives of
Associate Members and report to the Health Assembly
thereon without delay. Any delegate or representative
to whose admission a Member has made objection shall be
seated provisionally with the same rights as other
delegates or representatives, until the Committee on
Credentials has reported and the Health Assembly has
given its decision.

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS

Rule (22) 23

At the beginning of each regular session, the
Health Assembly shall elect a Committee on Nominations
consisting of eighteen delegates of as many Members.

No change,

No ehange.

No change.

(a)

Rule (20) 21

(b) The credentials of delegates of Members and of
the representatives of Associate Members shall be
delivered to the Director -General, if possible not
less than one day before the opening of the session
of the Health Assembly. Such credentials shall be
issued by the Head of State or by the Minister
for Foreign Affairs or by the Minister of Health
or by any other appropriate authority. / nd in the
case of the representatives of Associate Members
by the appropriate authority7

Drafting change; the
words deleted do not appear
to be necessary in the text,
since reference is made to
the «appropriate authority"

. earlier in the paragraph.

Rule (22) 23

/It the beginning of each regular session] The Heal
Assembly shall elect a Committee on Nominations consist-
ing of eighteen delegates of as many Members..

At the beginning of each regular session the
. President shall submit to the Health Assembly a

list consisting of eighteen Members to comprise
a Committee on Nominations. Any Member may
propose additions to such list. On the basis of
such list, as amended by any additions proposed,
a vote shall be tken in accordancc,, with those
provisions of these Rules dealing with elections.

th The Governments of
Belgium, Ireland, Netherlands
and Union of South Africa
propose various amendments to
meet difficulties experienced
in the election procedure for
the Committee on Nominations.
The Board'did not retain
proposals by which the Board
itself would make the nominat.a s
(a practice followed in another
Specialized Agency), preferring
the proposals of the Union of
South Africa and the Netherlands,

which, as suggested, should
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Rule (22) 23 (continued)

Rule (23) 24

The Committee on Nominations, having regard to an
equitable geographic distribution and to experience and
personal competence, shall propose (a) to the Health
Assembly from among the delegates nominations for the
offices of the President and three vice- presidents of the
Health Assembly, for the offices of chairman of each of
the main committees, and for the members of the General
Committee to be elected under Rule (29) 30 and (b) to
each of the main committees, set up under Rule (32) 33,
nominations from among the delegates for the offices of
vice- chairman and rapporteur. The proposals of the
Committee on Nominations shall be communicated to the
Health Assembly or to the main committees respectively,
two hours at least before the meeting during which the
election,is to take place.

OFFICERS OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Rule (24) 25

At each regular session, the Health Assembly, after
consideration of the report of the committee on
Nominations, shall elect a President and three vice -

presidents, who shall hold office until their successors
are elected.

No change.

No change.
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No change.

Rule (22) 23 (continued)

Rule (23) 24

"provide a simple procedure
for the appointment of the

Committee on Nominations, at
the same time preserving the
right of both individual
Members and of the Health
Assembly as a whole to vary
the suggestions which, in
terms of past practice, the
President has submitted for
approvals%

The Government of the

Union of South Africa suggests
that if a State is two or more
years in arrears with its
contributions, it should not
be considered for any elective
offices save in cases where the
Assembly has found that the
non - payment is due to

circumstances outside the
control of that State. After
examining the terms of Article

7 of the Constitution, which
limits such sanction to .

suspension of voting privileges
and services, the Board is of

opinion that the suggestion
made goes beyond the terms of
the Constitution, since a
candidature for an elective
office cannot be assimilated to

a voting privilege. For this
reason, the Board did not
retain the suggestion.
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PROPOSED REVISION OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY PREPARED BY THE
EXECUTIVE BOARD AT ITS THIRTEENTH SESSION

EXPLANATORY NOTES

ADDITIONAL .AMENDM TITS TO THE REVISION OF THE

RULES OF PROCEDURF. OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY PREPARED
BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AT ITS FIFTEENTH SESSION

COMMENTS

Rule (25) 26

In addition to exercising such powers as are con-
ferred upon him elsewhere by these Rules, the President shall
declare the opening and closing of each plenary meeting of
the session, shall direct the discussions in plenary meeting,
accord the right to speak, put questions, announce
decisions and assure the application of these Rules.
During the course of the discussion of any question any
delegate or representative of an Associate Member may
raise a point of order, and the President shall immediately
make a decision in conformity with these Rules? The
President shall accord to speakers the right to speak in
the order of, their requests. He may call to order any
speaker whose remarks are irrelevant to the subject
under discussion.

Rule (26) 27

If the President is absent during a meeting or any
part thereof, he shall appoint one of the vice -presidents
to takehis place. A vice -president acting as president
shall have the same powers and duties as the President.

Rule (27) 28

The President, or a vice -president acting as
president, shall not vote gout he may appoint another
member of his delegation to act as the delegate of his
governmerb in plenary meetings].

Rule (28) 29

In the event that neither the President nor any
vice- president is present at the opening of a session,

the Director -General shall preside ad interim.

The sentence dealing with points
of order seems cut of place and its
substance has been transferred to
that part of the Rules dealing
with the conduct of business (see

Rule 55).

No change,

Under the Constitution a
Member can always be represented
by one or more of its duly appoint-
ed delegates. The words deleted
appear to grant to the president
(or a vice- president) more powers

than he may enjoy under the
instructions given to him as a
delegate of his country.

The addition is to make it
clear that the Director- General

shall preside only for so long as
it is not possible for a duly
appointed person to take the

Rule (26) 27

/1f7 The President /Ts absent during a meeting or
any part thereof he shali7ma.y appoint one of the vice -

presidents to take his place during a meeting or any
part thereof. A vice -president acting as president
shall have the same powers and duties as the President.

If the President is unable to perform his func-
tions during the remainder f the term for which he
was electedra new President shill be elected from
among the three vice -presidents by the Health
Assembly for the unexpired term.

Rule (27) 28

The President, or a vice- president acting as
president, shall not vote. but he may, if necessary,
appoint another member of his delegation to act as
the delegate of his government in plenary meetings,
if so qualified.

On the proposal of the
Government of Haiti a new
paragraph has been added to
the Rule to meet the case '

where the President is unable
to continue in office for the
whole or part of his term.

The Governments of
Australia and Iraq point out
that the earlier proposed
amendment to this Rule, by
which the provision for the
appointment by the President
of another member of his
delegation to act in his place
was deleted, might act to the
disadvantage of small
delegations. The Board there-
fore proposes that the original
provisions be retained, with
a change in drafting.
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GENERAL- COMMITTEETTEE

Rule (29) 30

The General Committee of the Health Assembly shall
consist of the President and vice -presidents of the
Health Assembly, the chairme.n of the main committees of

the Health Assembly established. under Rule (32) 33 and
that number of delegates to be elected by the Health
Assembly after consideration of the report of the
Committee on Nominations as shall provide a total of
fifteen members of the General Committee, provided that
no delegation-may have more than one representative on
the committee. The President of the Health Assembly
shall convene, and preside over, meetings of the General
Committee.

If the President or a vice -president is absent
during a meeting or any part thereof, he may designate
a member of his-delegation as his substitute in his cap-
acity as member. The chairman of a main committee shall,
in the case of absence, designate the vice- chairman of
the committee as his substitute, provided that the vice -
chairman shall not have the right to vote if he is of the
same delegation as another member of the /ommittee7
General Committee. Each of the elected delegates shall
be entitled to designate another member of his delegation
to act as his substitute in the event of his absence from
any meeting of the General Committee.

Meetings of the General Committee shall be held in
private unless it decides otherwise.

Rule (30) 31

Meetings of the General Committee may be attended by
not more than one member of each - delegation to the Health
Assembly not represented thereon. /p provided that] Such mem-

bers hall not have the right to %may participate
without vote in the deliberations of the General Com-
mittee lunles7if so invited by the Chairman. /or
the right to vote]

Drafting change.

The amended text is
proposed, in order to bring
the wording of the Rule into
line with the revised and
simplified texts of Rules
(42) 43 to 47 governing the

participation of invited
observers, etc.

Rule (29) 30

The General Committee

/-If_] The President or a vice- president

_/Is absent during a meeting or any part thereof,
he] may designate a member of his delegation as his
substitute in his capacity as member during a meeting
or any part thereof. The chairman of a main committee
shall, in the case of absence, designate the vice-
chairman of the committee as his substitute, provided
that the vice - chairman shall not have the right to
vote if he is of the same delegation -as another member
of the / ommittee] General Committee. Each of the
elected delegates shall be entitled to designate another
member of his delegation to act as his substitute in
the event-of his absence from any meeting of the General
Committee.

Meetings of the General Committee shall be held in
private unless it decides otherwise.

Rule (30) 31

/The General Committee may be attended by not
more than one member of each delegation to the
Health Assembly, provided that]

In addition to the delegates elected in terms
of. Rule 29) 3O meetings of the General Committee
may be attended by not more than one member of
each delegation to the Health Assembly. Such
members /shall not have the right to/ may participate
without vote in the deliberations of the General-

Committee / nlesa7 if so invited by the Chairman.
/ñor the right to vote/

Drafting change..,

Rule (29) 30 provides
for the composition of the
General Committee and limits

the total to fifteen members,
not more than one from each
of the fifteen delegations so

represented. The purpose of
the above amendment is to
enable members of the General
Committee to attend its
meetings accompanied by one
additional member of the
delegation acting in the
capacity of adviser.
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Rule (31) 32

In addition to performing such duties as are specified
elsewhere in these Rules, the General Committee, in
consultation with the Director -General and subject to
any decision of the Health Assembly shall:

(a) decide the time and place of all plenary meetings
and of all meetings of committees established at plenary
meetings during the session. Whenever practicable, the
General Committee shall make known a few days in advance
the date and hour of meetings of the Health Assembly and
of the committees;

(b) determine the order of business at each plenary
meeting of the session;

(c) propose to the Health Assembly the allocation to
committees of items on the agenda;

(d) report on any additions to the agenda under Rule

(10) 12;

(e) co- ordinate the work of all committees established
at plenary meetings during thé session;

(f) fix the date of adjournment of the session; and

(g) otherwise facilitate the orderly dispatch of the

business of the session.

MAIN COMMITTEES -)F THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Rule (32) 33

The Health Assembly shall establish at each session
such main committees as it may consider necessary and,
after consideration of the recommendations of the Board
and the General Committee, shall allocate to such commit-
tees appropriate items on the agenda.

The chairmen of these committees shall be elected
by the Health Assembly after consideration of the report
of the Committee on nominations.

Rule (33) 34

Each delegation shall be entitled to be represented
on each main committee by one of its members. He may be
accompanied at meetings of the committee by one or more
other members, who-may be accorded permission to speak
but shall not vote.

No change.

The Executive Board, when

preparing the provisional agenda,
suggests an allocation of items
to main committeesand the
proposed additional words in this
Rule would take account of this
practice.

No change.

COMMENTS
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Rule (34) 35

Each main committee shall, after consideration of the
report of the Committee on Nominations, elect a vice -
chairman and a rapporteur.

Rule (35) 36

The chairman of each main committee shall have in
relation to the meetings of the committee concerned the
same powers and duties as the President of the Health
Assembly in relation to plenary meetings.

Rule (36) 37

Meetings of the main committees and their sub -
committebs shall be held in public unless the committee
or sub -committee concerned decides otherwise.

No change.

No change.

No change.

Any main committee may set up such sub -committees No change.
or other subdivisions as it considers necessary.

Rule (38) 39' Rule (38) 3,

The members of each sub -committee shall be appointed No change. The members

by the main committee concerned upon the proposal of its
chairman. A member of a sub -committee who is unable to be
present at any meeting may be represented by another
member of his delegation.

Each silo- committee shall elect its own chairman. Each sub - committee shall elect its own ¿hairma7 The change is suggested

officers. in order to give effect to

a proposal of the Government
of Belgium that sub -committees

(in particular the Legal
sub- committee) be empowered
to appoint a vice - chairman

as well as a chairman.
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OTHER COMMIT'TEES OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Rule (39) 40

The Health Assembly may appoint, or authorize the
appointment of, any temporary or special committee which
it deems nocessarry,

RAPPORTEURS

Rule (40) 41

Any committee or sub- committee established under
Rules (32) 33 (37) 3 , and (3)) 40 may, on the proposal
of its chairman. appoint from among its members one or
more rapporteurs as required.

PARTICIPATION OF REPRESE 7A.T TES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Rule (41) 42

The LÉxecutiveJ Boa2d shall be represented at the
Health Assembly by such person or persons serving on the
Board as the Board may determine, If any such person is
unavoidably prevented from attending the Health Assembly,
the Chairman of the Board shall nominate from amongst the
persons designated to serve on the Board a representative
to replace tiimr

No change.

No change.

Drafting change.

COMMENTS

Rule (39) 40

The Health Assembly may appoint, or authorize the
appointment of, any /Temporary or special] other
committee or subdivision which it deems necessary.

Rule (40) 41

Any committee, 5r7sub- committee or other sub-
division /7Stablished under Rules 32, 37 and 39/
may _on the propos -1 of its chairman] appoint from
among its members one or more rapporteurs as required.

Rule (41) 42

The / xecutive7 Board shall be represented at the
Health Assembly by such person or persons serving on
the Boerd as the Board may determine. If any such

person is /navoidabl$7 prevented from attending the
Health Assembly, the Chairman of the Board shall
%ñominatg appoint from amongst the Cpersons designated
to serve on/ members of the Board a representative to
replace him.

The meaning of the
words "temporary or special"
is not clear, and it is
therefore proposed that they
be deleted. The Board noted
a statement by the Government,
of Ireland that the terms of
the Rule w.uld not appear to
permit the establishment by
the Health Assembly of a
working party and that it
was preferable that such
subdivisions should be
established by main commit-
tees rather than 'y the
Assembly; the Board makes
no recommendation in this
respect.

Drafting change.

r

Drafting change.
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COMMENTS

Rule (42) 43

Representatives of the
plenary meetings and meetings of the main committees of
the Health Assembly and may at any time participate
without vote in their deliberations. /when invited to do
so by the President of the Health Assembly or by the
Chairman of a main committee, respectively

xecutive7 Board shall attend

PARTICIPATION OF REPRESENTATIVES OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS AND
OF OBSERVERS OF NON -MEMBER STATES AND TERRITORIES AND OF

INTER -GOVERNMENTAL AND NON - GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

'Rule (43) 44

Representatives of Associate Members may particip-
ate equally with Members in /The deliberations and in the
conduct of business o_f7 meetings of the Health Assembly

and of its main committees Ain accordance with Rules
48 to 62 and 71 to 72 of these Rules of Procedure]
except that they shall not hold office nor shall they have
the right to vote.

They may partici.ate e.uall with Members in other
committees or sub -divisions of the Health Assembly except
the General Committee, the Committee on Credentials and
the Committee on Nominations.

Aule 447

/ epresentatives of Associate Members may parti-
cipate with vote and hold office in other committees or
sub -committees of the Assembly except the General Com-
mittee, the Committee on Credentials and the Committee
on Nominations,_ in accordance with Rules 71 and 72 of

these Rules of Procedu.re.7

In this Rule, and in the
succeeding Rules (43) 44 to 47,

the revised wording is intended
to define more precisely the
rights of p r ticipation of persons

other than Members attending the
Health Assembly in nn official
capacity, and has been devised
so as to use the same phrasing
throughout. See also Rule (30) 31.

In this Rule and in succeeding
Rules references to other Rules
have been deleted wherever the text
is sufficiently clear on its own

to make such reference unnecessary.

The substance of 'this' rule

is reproduced in the additional
paragraph to Rule (43) 44.

Rule (42) 43

Representat.ives of the ¿xecutiv 7 Board ¿hall7
may attend plenary meetings and meetings of the main

committees of the Health Assembly. /Tnd7 They may

participate without vote in their deliberations 2Trhen

invited to do so by7 on the invitation or with the
consent of the President of the Health Assemblz or
the Chairman of a main committee , espectively
as the case may be.

Rule (43) 44

Representatives

They mny participate equally with. Members in
other committees, sub- committees or other sub-

divisions of the Health Assembly except the General
Committee, the Committee-on Credentials and the
Committee on Nominations.

The Governments of Australia
and of the Union of South

Africa feel that the original
amendments proposed by the Board,

giving representatives of the
Executive Board the unqualified
right to participate at any time
might be held to place these
representatives in a special

position; only representatives
of Member States being entitled
to participate as a matter of

right. The Board has therefore
amended its earlier proposals
and believes that this revised
text, while meeting the above
objections, clearly sets out
the occasions upon which
participation is justified.

Drafting change.
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Rule 45

Observers of invited non-member States and territor-
ies on whose behalf application for Associte Membership
has been made may attend any open meetings of the Health
Assembly or any of its main committees. They may, upon

.

the invitation of the President, and with the consent of
of the Health Assembly or committee, make a statement on
the subject under discussion. Such observers shall have
access to non -confidential documents and to such other
documents-as the Director- General may see fit to make
available. They may submit memoranda to the Director- General
who shall determine the nature and scope of the circulation.

Rule 46

5rless otherwise provided by7 Subject to the terms
of any - agreement, representatives of the United Nations
and of other inter -governmental organizations with which
the Organization has ¿ntered into a formal agreemeng
established effective relations under Article 70 of the
(1`-;,- gtitution, may participate without vote in / lenari7

the deliberations of meetings 5nd in the meeting of the
main committees/ of the Health Assembly and its main
committees. such representatives may also attend and
participate without vote in the deliberations of the
meetings of sub-committeesLand temporary or special
committees if invited to do so by the sub -committee or -

committee concern] or other sub -divisions if so invited.

They shall have access to non -confidential documents
and to such other documents as the Director- General may
see fit to make available. They may submit memoranda to
the Director -General, who shall determine the nature and
scope of the circulation.

Rule 47

Representatives of non - governmental organizations with

which arrangements for consultation and co- operation have
been made, in accordance with Article 71 of the Constitu-
tion may, subject to those arrangements, be invited to
attend plenary meetings and meetings of the main committees
of the Health Assembly. %and may participate without vote
in their. deliberations when invited to do so by the
President of the Health Assembly or by the Chairman of a
main cow_ I

No change.

Drafting change.

Drafting change.

Rule 47

Representatives of non - governmental organizations with

which arrangements for consultation and co- operation have
been made, 5n accordance with7 under Article 71 of the
Constitution may, in accordance with thoserangements,
be invited tc attend plenary meetings and meetings-of-the
main committees of the Health Assembly. Land may J

The Governments of:.

Australia and Spain suggest
precising in the Rules the
extent of the rights of
participation of represent-
atives of non -governmental
organizations. It may be
noted however that the extent
of these rights is implicitly
covered by the text in the
reference to the arrangements
for consultation and co -oper-

ation (see part 3 of the
working principles adopted by
the First World Health AssanUy
and amended by the Third World
Health Assembly: Official
Records No.13, pages 96 and 326,
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COMMENTS

Rule 47 (continued)

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS AT PLENARY MEETINGS

Rule 48

Formal proposals relating to items on the agenda may
be introduced at'plenary meetings up tó the date on which
all items on the agenda have been allocated to committees
or until fourteen days after the opening of the session,
whichever date is the earlier.

Rule 49

All such proposals shall be referred to the committee

to which the item on the agenda has been allocated.
Thereafter all proposals relating to items on the agenda
must be introduced in the first instance in the committee
concerned or in an appropriate sub -committee thereof.

Drafting change.

No change.

Rule 50

511 resolutions, amendments, and substantive motions
for consideration at plenary meetings must be introdúced
in writing and handed to the President of the Health
Assembly. Copies shall be distributed to delegates. as
soon as possible_]

Resolutions, amendments and substantive motions
shall normally be introduced in writing and handed to
the Director -General, who shall circulate copies to the
delegations. As a general rule, no proposal shall be
discussed or put to the vote at any meeting of the Health
Assembly unless copies of it have been circulated to all
delegations not later than the day preceding the meeting
The President may, however, permit the discussion and con-
sideration of such resolutions, amendments or substantive
motions even though they have not been circulated or have
only been Circulated the same day.

The first paragraph, read in
conjunction with th'e second, is

conflicting. As it does not add
anything to what is stated in the
second paragraph, its deletion
is proposed.

Rule 47 (continued) and Official Records No.28,
,#age 67). The revised
wording proposed should-serve
to make this more clear.
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Rule 51

The reports of all committees established to consider
items of the agenda shall, before being submitted to a
plenary meeting gor final disposition/ be referred to the
General Committee, or to a drafting committee appointed by
it, for co- ordinating and editing. Such reports, includ-
ing draft resolutions, shall, after being examined by the
General Committee, be 5irculated7 distributed in so far
as practicable, at least twenty -four hours in advance of the
plenary meeting at which they are to be considered, unless
the General Committee decides, on procedural grounds, to
refer the report or the draft for re- examination to the
competent committee. Where such reports have been so
¿irculated7 distributed twenty -four hours in advance, they
shall not ]normally/ be read aloud in the plenary meeting,
unless the President decides otherwise.

Rule 52

A majority of the Members ¿articipating in7 repres-
ented at the session shall constitute a quorum for the con
duct of business at plenary meetings of the Health Assembly.

Rule 53

The Director -General or a member of the Secretariat
designated by him 5s his representative] may at any time
make either oral or written statements to the Health
Assembly or to any sub - division thereof concerning any
question under consideration.

Rule (55) 54

The Health Assembly may limit the time allowed to
each speaker.

Rule 55

During the discussion of any matter a delegate or a
representative of an Associate Member may rise to a point
of order and the point of order shall be immediately de-
cided by the President. A delegate or a representative
of an Associate Member may appeal against the ruling of
the President, in which case the appeal shall immediately
be put to the vote. A delegate or a representative of
an Associate Member risin to a point of order may not
speak on the substance of the matter under discussion,
but on the point of order only.

Drafting change.

Drafting change.

Drafting change.

No change.

This provision has been trans-

ferred from Rule (25) 26. In addition
the revised wording permits a speaker
to appeal against the President's
ruling.

No change.

Rule 53

The Director- General or a member of the

Secretariat designated by him /as his represent-
ative/ may at any time make either oral or
written statements to the Health Assembly or to
any ¿ ubdivisions thereof7 of its committees or

subdivisions concerning any question under
consideration.

No change.

Rule 55

The Government of Spain
proposes that a provision
should be included whereby
the reports passed to any
drafting committee should be
returned to the committee
that adopted them for the
purpose of ascertaining that
no changes of substance had
been made. The Board however
believes that it is implicit
that a drafting committee,
by definition, cannot
introduce changes of substance
into a report submitted to it
for co- ordinating and editing.

Drafting change.

The Government of Ireland
proposes that "point of order"
be defined. The Board
however believes that this
procedural motion is sufficiat1

ly well understood to make

a definition unnecessary.
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Rule (54) 56

During the discussion of any matter, a delegate
or a representative of an Associate Member may move the
suspension or the adjournment of the / ebatg meeting.
Such motions shall not be debated, but shall immediately
be put to a vote.

For the purpose of these Rules "suspension of
the meeting" means the temporary postponement o' the
business of the meeting and "adjournment of the
meeting" the termination of all business until
another meeting is called.

Rule 57

During the discussion of any matter a delegate
or a representative 3f an Associ te Member may move
the adjournment of the debate on the item under
discussion. In addition to the proposer of the
motion, one speaker may speak in favour of, and one
against, the motion, after which the motion to
adjourn the debate shall be immediately put to the
vote.

Rule (56) 58

A delegate or a representative of an Associate
Member may at any time move the closure of the
debate on the item under discussion whether or
not any other delegate or representative of an -

Associate Member has signified his wish to speak.
If request is made for permission to speak against
closure, it may be accorded to not more than two
speakers after which the motion shall be immediately

,put to the vote. If the Health Assembly decides in
favour of closure, the President shall declare the
debate closed.

/Eule 517

LI-he President shall take the sense of the Health
Assembly on a motion for closure. If the Health
Assembly decides in favour of closure, the President
shall declare the debate closed

Rules (54) 56 and 57.-There
appears to be some confusion in the
existing provisions as to suspension
or adjournment of a meeting and adjourn.
ment of a debate. These revised rules
follow the'procedure of the UN, FAO

and UNE SC ^. A definition of "suspension"
and "adjournment" is added to Rule (54)

56.

The provisions of Rules (56)
and (57) have'been incorporated in
a single text.

See under Rule (56) 58 above.
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Rule 59

During the course of a debate the President may
announce the list of speakers and, with the consent
of the Health Assembly, declare the list closed. He
may, however, accord the right of reply to any member
if in his opinion a speech delivered after he-has
declared the list closed makes this desirable.

Rule 60

The following motions shall have precedence in
the following order over all otherjroposals or
motions before the meeting, except a point of order:

(a) to suspend the meeting;

(h) to adjourn the meeting;

(c) to adjourn the debate on the item under dis -
cussion; and

(d) for the closure of the debate on the item
under discussion.

Rule (58) 61

Parts of a proposal shall be voted on separately,
if any delegate or-any representative of an Associate
Member so requests. The resulting pro osai shall then
be put to a final vote in its entirety,

Rule (59) 62

When an amendment to a proposal is moved, the
amendment shall be voted on first. When two or more
amendments to a proposal are moved, the Health
Assembly shall first vote on the amendment deemed
by the President to be furthest removed in substance
from the original proposals and then on the amendment
next removed therefrom, and so on, until all the
amendments have been put to the vote. If one or
more amendments are adopted, the amended proposal
shall then be voted upon. A motion is considered
an amendment to a proposal if it merely adds to,
deletes from or revises part of that proposal.
A motion which constitutes a substitution for
a proposal shall be considered as a proposal.

This provision appears in the
Rules of Procedure of the General
Assembly of the United Nations and
adopts the practice which has been
followed in the Health Assembly.

In order to assist the President
or Chairman of a main committee in the
conduct of business, a list of priorities
for procedural motions is included. The

text follows that in the Rules of
Procedure of the United Nations, FAO
and UNESCO.

The additional words adopt the
practice followed of voting on the whole
of e proposal after voting on parts of
it and concord with the provisions adopted
by other agencies.

No change.
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Rule (60) 63

If two or more proposals are moved, the Health
Assembly shall first vote on the proposal deemed by
the President to be furthest removed in substance from
the original proposal and then on the proposal next
removed therefrom, and so on, until all the proposals
have been put to the vote, unless the result of a
vote on a proposal makes unnecessary any other voting
on the proposal or proposals still outstanding.

Rule (61) 64

A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at
any time before voting on it has commenced, provided
that the motion has not been amended. 1, motion

thus withdrawn may be re- introduced by any delegate.

Rule (62) 65

When a proposal has been adopted or rejected, it
may not be reconsidered at the same session unless
the Health Assembly, by a two -thirds majority of the
Members present and voting, so decides. Permission to

speak on a motion to reconsider shall be accorded only
to two speakers opposing the motion, after which. it
shall immediately be put to a vote.

VOTING IN PLENARY MEETINGS

Rule .(63) 66

Each Member shall have one vote in the Health
Assembly. For the purposes of these Rules, the phrase
"Members present and voting" means Members casting
an affirmative or negative vote. Members /Which
abstain) abstaining from voting are considered as
not voting.

No change.

It may be noted that the
existing practice of the Health
Assembly is to permit the with-
drawal of a motion to which an
amendment has been proposed but
not voted on, by agreement between
the proposer of the motion and the
proposer of the amendment.

No change.

Drafting change.

Rule (60) 63

If two or more.proposals are moved, the Health
Assembly shall first vote on the proposal deemed by
the President to be furthest removed in substance from
the jriginel proposal] proposal first presented and
then on the proposal next removed therefrom, and so
on, until all the proposals have been put to the vote,
unless the result of a vote on a proposal makes
unnecessary any other voting on the proposal or
proposals still outstanding.

Rule (61) 64

A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any
time before voting on it has commenced, provided that
the motion has not been amended or, if amended, that
the .ro.oser of the amendment agrees to the withdrawal.
A motion-thus withdrawn may be re- introduced by any.

delegate.

Drafting change.

The existing practice of
the Health Assembly is to
permit the withdrawal of a
motion to which an amendment
has been proposed but not
voted on, by agreement
between the proposer of the
motion and the proposer of the
amendment. Upon the suggest-
ion of the Government of
Ireland this practice has been
written into the Rule.
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COMMENTS

Rule (64) 67

Decisions by the Health Assembly on important
questions shall'be made by a two -thirds majority of
the Members present and voting. These questions shall
include: the adoption of conventions or agreements;
the approval of agreements bringing the Organization
into relation with the United Nations and with inter-
governmental organizations and agencies in accordance
with Articles 69, 70 and 72 of the Constitution;
and amendments to the Constitution.

Rule (65) 68

Except as stipulated otherwise in these Rules,
decisions on other questions, including the deter-
mination of additional categories of questions to be
decided by a two - thirds majority, shall be made by a
majority of the Members present and voting.

Rule (66)'69

The Health Assembly
of hands or by standing,
may request a roll -call,

the English alphabetical
Members.

shall normally vote by show
except that any delegate
which shall then be taken in
order of the names of the

Rule (67) 70

The vote of each Member participating in any roll -
call shall be inserted in the record of the meeting.

No change.

No change.

No change.

No change.

Rule (66) 69

The. Health Assembly shall normally vote by
show of hands 5r by standing], except that any
delegate may request a roll -call, which shall

then be taken in the English alphabetical order
of the names of the Members. The name of the
Member to vote first shall be determined by lot.

The words added follow
the suggestion of the Govern-
ment of South Africa that
the Rule be brought into
conformity with the procedure
followed in the United Nations
and elsewhere.

New Rule (to follow Rule (67) 70)

In addition to the cases provided for elsewhere
by these Rules, the Health Assembly may vote on any
matter by secret ballot if it has previously so decided
by a majority of the Members present and voting, provided -
that no secret ballot may be taken on budgetary questions.
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COMMENTS

Rule (68) 71

ji17 Elections shall normally be held by secret
ballot; in other cases a secret ballot may be taken
if the Health Assembly so decides; subject to the

provisions of Rules (89) 93 and (98) 102, an election
may be held by show of hands or by acclamation,
rovided that there is not more than one candidate
for any elective office and that no delegate requests
otherwise; /in both events/ two tellers selected
from among the members of the delegations present
shall assist in the counting of votes.

Rule (69) 72

When only one person or Member is to be elected
and no candidate obtains in the first ballot the
majority required, a second ballot shall be taken
which shall be restricted to the two candidates
obtaining the largest number of votes. If in the
second ballot the votes are equally divided, 5nd
a majority is required2 the President shall decide
between the candidates by drawing lots.

Rule (70) 73

When two or more elective places are to be filled
at one time under the same conditions, those candidates
obtaining in the first ballot the majority required
shall be elected. If the number of candidates obtaining
such majority is less than the number of persons or
Members to be elected, there shall be additional ballots
to fill the remaining places, the 5otin7 ballots being
restricted to the candidates obtaining the greatest
number of votes in the previous ballot to a number not
more than twice the places remaining to be filled;
provided that, after the third inconclusive ballot,
votes may be cast for any eligible person or Member.

Provision is made for election
ley show of hands or acclamation.

Drafting change.

Drafting change.

Rule (68) 71

A117 Elections shall normally be held by secret
ballot, Tin other cases a secret ballot may be taken
if the Health Assembly so decides]; subject to the
provisions of Rules (89) 93 and Z,8) 102, if the
number of candidates for elective office does not
exceed the number of offices to be filled, no ballot
shall be required and such candidates shall be
declared elected. /In both events / Where ballots are
required two tellers /elected] appointed by the
President from among the members of the delegations
present shall assist in the counting of votes.

The original Rule .(68) 71
is divided, the secret ballot
on matters other than elections
being dealt with in a separate

rule. This provision is made
subject to the proviso that
there shall'be no secret
ballot on budgetary questions,
as recommended by the Govern
ment of South Africa. The
Board endorses the view of
this Government that in voting

oh matters dealing with the
financial obligations of
Member States, recourse to
the secret ballot is
inappropriate. In Rule (68) 71,

apart from consequential
drafting changes, a further
amendment proposed by the
Government of South Africa has
been incorporated whereby, if
the number of candidates does
not exceed the number of
offices to be filled, they
should be deemed elected.
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COMMENTS

Rule (70) 73 (continued)

If three such unrestricted ballots are inconclusive,
the next three ballots shall be restricted to the
candidates who obtained the greatest number of votfts
in the third óf the unrestricted ballots, to a number
not more than twice the places remaining to be filled,
and the following three ballots thereafter shall be
unrestricted, and so on until all the places have

. been filled.

Rule 74

If the votes are equally divided on a matter
other than an election the ro.osal shall be
regarded as not adopted.

LPROCEDUR 7 CONDUCT OF BUSINESS AND VOTING IN
COMMITTEES AND SUB -COMMITTEES LCTF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Rule (71) 75

Subject to any decision of the Health Assembly
5nd to the provisions of Rules 33 to 38 inclusive]

the procedure governing the conduct of business and
voting by committees of the Health Assembly] shall
conform as far as practicable to the / rovisions of7
Rules ¿2 to 70 inclusive] relative to the conduct of
business and voting in plenary meetings.

Rule (72) 76

The Chairman of each sub - committee %stablished
under Rule 377 shall apply the /elevant- provisions of7
Rules 52 to 70 inclusive] applicable to committees
to the work of such sub -committee only insofar as he
considers it advisable with a view to expediting the
dispatch of business.

LANGUAGES

Rule (73) 77

Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish
shall be the official languages, and English and
French the working languages, of the Health Assembly.

Rule (74) 7g

Speeches made in either of the working languages
shall be interpreted into the other working language,
and Spanish. Speeches made in Spanish shall be inter-
preted into both working languages.

There is no provision in the
existing rules which covers the
eventuality of an equally divided
vote.

Drafting change.

Drafting change.

No change.

No change.
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COMMENTS

Rule (75) 79

Speeches made in the official languages other
than English, French and Spanish shall be interpreted
into both working languages and into Spanish.

Rule (76) 80

Any delegate or any representative of an Associate
Member or any representative of the ]Executive] Board
may speak in a language other than the official languages.
In this case, he shall himself provide for inter-
pretation into one of the working languages. Inter-

pretation into the other working language by an
interpreter of the Secretariat may be based on the
interpretation given in the first working language.

Rule (77) 81

Verbatim and summary records and the Journal of
the Health Assembly shall be drawn up in the working
languages.

Rule (78) 82

All resolutions, recommendations, and other
formal decisions of the Health Assembly, shall be made
available in the rfficial languages working
languages,

No change.

Drafting change.

No change.

Rule (78) 82

The amendment would bring the All resolutions, recommendations, and other
text into line with existing practice. formal decisions of the Health Assembly, shall

be made available in the %fficial languages_7
working gulanguages an pd in Sanish.

The Governments of the
Netherlands and of Spain
raise the question of the
amendment of Rules (73) 77
to (78) 82 to take account of
the additional use of Spanish.
At the present time the
principles governing the
additional use of the Spanish
language in the Assembly are
set forth in resolution
WHA7.32, which provides that
all resolutions and other
formal decisions of the Health
Assembly shall be established
in both working languages and
in Spanish. The only Rule
which therefore requires
amendment for the time being
is Rule (78) 82.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

RECORDS OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Rule (79) 83

Verbatim records of all plenary meetings shall be
kept by the Secretariat. The verbatim records of
public meetings shall be available to the public. The
verbatim records of private meetings shall be available
to delegations and representatives of Associate
Members only, unless the Health Assembly expressly
decides otherwise.

Rule (80) 84

Summary records of the meetings of the General
Committee and of committees and sub- committees
%stablished under Rules 32, 37 and 397 shall be made
by the Secretariat and shall be sent as soon as possible
to 271.i7 delegations /f Members],. to %all7 represent-
atives of Associate Members and to the representatives
of the ¿ExecutivE7 Board participating in the meeting,
who shall inform the Secretariat in writing not later
than forty -eight hours thereafter of any corrections they
wish to have made. Unless expressly decided by the
committee concerned, no record shall be made of the
proceedings of the Committee on Nominations or of the
Committee on Credentials other than the report
presented by. the committee to the Health Assembly.

Rule (81) 85

As soon as possible after the close of each
session, copies of all verbatim and summary records,
resolutions, .

recommendations and other formal de-
cisions adopted by the Health Assembly shall be trans-
mitted by the Director -General to Members and Associate
Members, and subject to the provisions of Rule (79) 83
to the United Nations, and to all specialized agencies
with which the Organization has entered into /7 formal
agreement] effective relations.

No change.

Drafting change,

Drafting change.

ADDITIONAL AMENDMENTS TO THE REVISION OF THE
RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE HEPLTH ASSEMBLY PREPARED
BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AT ITS FIFTEENTH SESSION

No change.

COMITNTS

Rules (79) 83 to (82) 86

The Government of South
Africa regards it as unnecess-
ary that verbatim records of
plenary meetings of the
Health Assembly should be
made available as printed
documents. The Board however
does not propose any change
in the Rules since the form
of the conduct of debates in
plenary sessión lends itself .

to recording in the verbatim
form; moreover it is not
believed that the publication
of the records in summary for
would entail any substantial
saving in effort or expense.
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COMMENTS

Rule (82) 86

The verbatim records of all public plenary meetings,

summary records required under Rule (80) 84, and the
reports of all committees and sub -committees / et up
under Rules 32 and 397 shall be published in the
Official Records of the Organization.

Rule (83) 87

The Director -General shall issue for the convenience
of participating delegations and organizations, in the
form of a daily Journal of the session, such summary
account of the proceedings of plenary meetings, / nd7
committees and sub -committees as he may consider
practicable.

BUDGET AND FINANCE

Rule (84) 88

The Health Assembly shall, at each regular session,

(a) adopt the budget authorizing expenditure for the
next financial year after consideration of the Director -
General's budget estimates and the Board's recommen-
dations thereon;

(b) consider and approve supplementary estimates for
the current financial year if and as necessary;

(c) examine the report of the auditor on the annual
accounts of receipts and expenditures for the preceding
financial year and take such action thereon as may be
appropriate;

(d) consider the report of the Director -General on the
payment cf Members' and Associate Members' contributions;

(e) on the recommendation of the Board, or on the
request of any Member or Associate Member transmitted
to the Director- General not later than ninety days

before the opening of the session, review the apportion-
ment of the contributions among Members and Associate
Members.

Drafting change.

Drafting change,

No change. No change.

Rule (84) 88

The Governments of
Ireland and of the Union of
South Africa draw attention
to certain problems relating
to paragraph (e) of the
Article. In particular the
Government of the Union of
South Africa pointed out
that taking Article 56 of the
Constitution and the above
provision together, conflict-
ing interpretations have been
given. Thus the provision of
the Constitution has been
interpreted to require that
the Health Assembly shall
each year adopt a resolution
fixing the apportionment of
expenses for the following
financial year. On the other

hand the Rule of Procedure
was interpreted on one ovasian

in 1952 as providing thatthEre
should be no consideration of
the apportionment of contri-
butions unless the provisions
of paragraph (e) of the Rule
of Procedure were satisfied
(see also Official Records
No. 48, pages 235 and 236).
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COMMENTS

Rule (85) 89

27he Financial Regulations of the Organization are
set forth in Annex I of these Rules.] Except insofar
as there is an express provision to the contrary in the
Financial Regulations,the procedure for the consider-
ation of financial matters shall be governed by /he
present7 these Rules.

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Rule (86) 90

At each regular session of the Health Assembly,
the Members entitled to desiEnate persons to serve on
the Board shall be elected for three -year terms] in

accordance with Articles 18-(b), 24 and 25 of the
Constitution.

For the purpose of ¿his Rule] Article 25 of the
Constitution the word "year" shall be taken to mean
the period of time between one election at a regular
session of.the Health Assembly and the next
election by the Health Assembly.

Rule (87) 91

At the Pommencement of each regular session of the
Health Assembly the President shall request Members
desirous of putting forward suggestions regarding the
annual election of those Members to be entitled to
designate 6. person to serve on the Board to place
their suggestions before the General Committee. Such

suggestions shall reach the Chairman of the General
Committee not later than forty -eight hours after the
President-has made the announcement in accordance with
this Rule.

The Financial Regulations form
a separate entity and should no longer
be considered as an annex to these
Rules of Procedure.

Since the Rule refers to the
relevant Articles of the Constitution,

it is unnecessary to repeat-the terms

of these Articles in detail. The

amendment in the seeond paragraph
is consequent upon the deleti m in
the first.

No change.

Rule (84) 88 (continued) The Board does not, however,

consider that the..provisions
of Article 56 of the

Constitution and this exist-
ing Rule of Procedure
(paragraph (e) ) are in
conflict since the Rule of
Procedure simply provides for
reasonable notice to be given
in the event of any change
being put forward.



PROPOSED REVISION OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE HEALTH ASSEM7j,LY PREPARED BY THE

EXECUTIVE BOARD AT ITS THIRTEENTH SESSION
EXPLANATIRY NOTES

ADDITIONAL AMENDMENTS TO THE REVISION OF THE
RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE HEATH ASSEMBLY PREPARED
BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AT ITS FIFTEENTH SESSION

A8 /AFL /1

Page 29

Annex I

COMMENTS

Rule (8.) 92

The General Committee, having regard to the pro-

visions of Chapter VI of the Constitution, to Rule (86)
90 and to the suggestions placed before it by Members,
shall nominate, and draw up a list of, nine Members, and
this list shall be transmitted tci the Health Assembly
at least twenty -four hours before the Health Assembly
convenes for the purpose cf the annual election of six
Members to be entitled to designate a person to serve
on the Board,

The General Committee shall recommend in such list
to the Health Assembly the six Members which, in the
Committee1s opinion, would provide, if elected, a
balanced distribution of the Board as a whole.

Rule (89) 93

The Health Assembly shall elect by secret ballot
from among the Members nominated in accordance with
the provisions of Rule (88) 92 the six Members to be
entitled to designate persons to serve on the Board.
Those candidates obtaining the majority required shall
be elected. If after five such ballots one or more
seats remain to be filled no further ballot shall be
taken and the General Committee shall be requested to
submit nominations for candidates for the seats re-
maining to be filled, in accordance with Rule (88) 92,
the number of candidates so nominated not exceeding
twice the number of seats remaining to be filled and
those candidates obtaining the majority required shall
be elected.

If after three such ballots one or more seats
remain to be filled, the candidates obtaining in the
third ballot the least number of votes shall be
eliminated and a further ballot taken and so on
until all the seats have been filled.

In any ballots taken under the provisions of this
Rule no nominations other than those made in accord-
ance with the provisions of Rule (88) 92 and this
Rule shall be considered.

Drafting change,

Drafting change.

No change.

No change.

Rule (88) 92

Rule (89) 93

The Government of
Australia suggests that in
the fourth line the word
"nine" be deleted since the
Health Assembly has the right
to make its selection from
amongst all the candidates
who may wish to present
themselves for election.
The Board believes however
that the existing provisions,
adopted after careful study
of alternatives, have proved
satisfactory in the past and
provide a reasonable balance
between the presentation of
a choice of candidates for
election and the constitutional
requirements regarding an
equitable geographical
distribution.

The Government of the
Netherlands suggests that
it would be desirable to add
a clause to the opening
sentence of the Rule to.make
it clear that if more than
six members receive a majority,
the six members with the
largest number of votes are
elected, The Board however
believes that such is
implicit in the wording ofthe
Rule where the phrase
"majority required" is used.
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Rule (90) i4

For the purpose of elections in accordance with
Rule (89) 93 fo-f these Rules of Procedure7 Members
shall vote in any ballot for that number of cándidates
equal to the number of seats to be filled and any
ballot paper failing to comply with this Rule shall be
deemed a spoiled paper.

Rule (91) 95

If in elections under Rule (89) 93 5f these
Rules of Procedure7 two or more candidates obtain
an equal number of votes in such circumstances as would
render it uncertain which candidate or candidates
would be eligible to fill any seat or seats, the votes
cast for such candidates shall be declared inconclusive,
and, subject to the provisions of Rule (89) 93,
further ballots taken as necessary.

Rule (92) 96

Should a Member, entitled by a previous election
to designate a person to serve on the Board, for any
reason surrender such right before the expiration of
the terms for which elected, or under the provisions of
Rule (95) 99 have forfeited such right, the Health
Assembly, at a regular session, shall elect another
Member to be entitled to designate a person for the
remainder of the period to which the Member having
so surrendered or forfeited its right would otherwise
have been entitled. Such election shall, mutatis
mutandis, he subject to Rules (87) 91 to (91) 95,
provided that not more than twice the number of
candidates for the number of seats vacant shall be
nominated and provided that such elections shall
precede the annual election of the six Members
entitled to designate a person to serve on the Board
in accordance with Rule (86) 90.

Rule (93) 97

The term of office of each Member entitled to desig-
nate a person to serve on the Board shall begin on the
opening day of the first meeting of the Board held after
the election of the Member concerned and shall end at
the expiration of the period for which such Member has
been elected.

Drafting change.

Drafting change.

No change.

No change.

Rule (90) 94

For the purpose of elections in accordance with
Rule (89) 93 2óf these Rules of Procedure7 Members
shall vote in any ballot for that number of candidates
equal to the number of seats to be filled and any
ballot paper failing to comply with this Rule shall be
/eemed a spoiled paper] null and void.

Draftirg change.
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Rule (94) 98

When a person designated to serve on the Board is
unavoidably prevented from attending a meeting of the
Board, the Member concerned may designate an alternate
to serve in his place for such a meeting, with the
same status as the person in whose place he is serving.

Rule (95) 99

Should the person designated by any Member to serve
on the Board, in accordance with the provisions of Rules
(86) 90 and (94) 98, fail to attend two consecutive
sessions of the Board, that fact shall be reported by
the Director- General to the next session of the Health
Assembly and, unless the Health Assembly decide other-
wise, that Member shall be deemed to have forfeited its
right to designate a person to serve on the Board.

THE DIRECTOR- GENERAL

Rule (96) 100

In pursuance of Article 11 of the Constitution,
the Director -General shall be appointed by the Health
Assembly on the nomination of the 'Board and on such
terms as the Health Assembly may determine, subject to '

the provisions of Rules (97) 101 to (100) 104 inclusive.

Rule (97) 101

Whenever the office of Director -General is vacant
or notice is received of a pending vacancy, the Board
shall, at its next meeting, make a nomination /Tor
submission] which shall be submitted to the next
session of the Health Assembly. It shall submit at
the same time a draft contract establishing the terms
and conditions of appointment, salary and other emolu-
ments attached to the office.

Rule (98) 102

The Health Assembly shall consider the Board's
nomination /ând the draft contract at a private
meeting and shall come to a decision by secret ballot.

No change.

No change.

No change.

Drafting change.

There appears to be no reason
for requiring a secret ballot for
the approval of the contract.

Rule (94) .98

When a person designated to serve on the Beard
is /navoidably7 prevented from attending a meeting
of the Board, the Member concerned may designate an
alternate to servo in his place for such a meeting,
with the same status as the person in whose place he
is serving.

Drafting change.
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Rule (99) 103

Should the Health Assembly reject the Board's
nomination, the Board shall submit a fresh proposal
as soon as circumstances permit, with due regard to the
desirability of disposing of the matter before the
conclusion of the relevant session of the Health Assembly.

Rule (100) 104

The contract of appointment shall be approved by
the Health Assembly, and shall be signed jointly by
the Director -General and by the President of the
Health Assembly acting in the name of the Organization.

Rule (101) 105

In any case where the Director- General is unable
to perform the functions of his office, or in the case
of a vacancy in such office, the senior officer of the
Secretariat shall serve as Acting Director -General, sub -

ject to any decision by the Board.

Rule (102) 106

In addition to exercising. the functions conferred
upon him by the Constitution as chief technical and
administrative officer of the Organization, the
Director -General, subject to the authority of the
Board, shall perform such duties as are specified
elsewhere in these Rules and in the Financial
Regulations _Annex I)7 and Staff Regulations _%Annex
1117 and as may be assigned to him by the Health
Assembly or by the Board.

ADMISSION OF MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Rule (103) 107

Applications made by a State for admission to
membership or applications made by a Member or other
authority having the responsibility for the inter-
national relations of a territory or group of terri-
tories on behalf of such territory or group of
territories for admission to associate membership
in the Organization shall, in pursuance of Articles
6 and g of the Constitution, be addressed to the
Director -General and shall be transmitted immediately
by him to Members.

N. change.

Amendment consequent upon
the- deletion made in Rule (98)

102.

No change.

The Financial Regulations and
Staff Regulation form each a separate
entity and should no longer be considered
as an annex to these Rules of Procedure.

No change.
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. Any such application shall be placed on the agenda
. of the next session of the Health Assembly provided the
application reaches the Director -General at least
thirty days before the opening of such session.

Rule (105) 108

The approval by the Health Assembly of any request
for membership fin' pursuance of Article 6 of the Con -
stitution2 / shall be immediately communicated to the
fovernment of the Member] State, which has submitted
it. Such _%Government/ State in accordance with Article
79 of the Constitution, may then deposit with the
Secretary -General of the United Nations a formal
instrument of acceptance cf the Constitution and shall
become a Member from the date of such deposit.

Rule (106) 109

The approval by the Jorld7 Health Assembly of
any request for associate membership made by a Member
or other authority having responsibility for the inter-

national relat ions of a territory or group of terri-
tories on behalf of such territory or group of terri-
tories shall be communicated immediately to the
Ldovernment of the? Member or other authority hich
has submitted the request. Such jovernment/ Member
or other authority shall give notice in writing to the
Director- General of acceptance on behalf-of the

. Associate Member of assccia.te membership. The territory
or group of territories shall become an Associate
Member from the date'of the receipt of such notice.

Rule (107) 110

A Member or other authority responsible for the
international relations of an Associate Member, who
gives notice of acceptance on behalf of such Associate
Member under Rule (106) 109, shall /...Tilso giv 7

include in such notice a_statemen_t that /uch 7 the
Member or other authority assumes the responsibility
for ensuring the application of .Litieles 66 to 68 of
the Constitution with regard to that Associate
Member,

The whole of Rule (104) is
inserted as an additional paragraph to

the preceding Rule (103) 107.

Drafting change.

Drafting ch?nge.

Drafting change.
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AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION

Rule (108) 111

In pursuance of Article 73 of the Constitution,
the texts of proposed amendments to the Constitution
shall be communicated to the Director -General in such
time as will permit of the transmission of copies there -
of by the Director -General to Members not later than
six months before the opening day of the session of the
Health Assembly at which they are intended to be con-
sidered.

Rule (109) 112

Members accepting ¿roposals for7 amendments
adopted by the Health Assembly in accordance with
Article 73 of the Constitution shall effect their
acceptance by depositing a formal instrument ¿ f
acceptanc] with the Secretary- General of the United
Nations,

No change.

Drafting change.

No change.

Rule (108) 111

The Governments of Belgium
and of the Netherlands draw
attention to the discussions which
arose in 1954 in the Legal Sub -
Committee on the subject of the
introduction during a session of
an amendment to an amendment, the
text of which had previously been
declared constitutionally un-
receivable. Without submitting
any specific recommendation, the
Board believes that the Assembly
might wish to study the terms of
the provisions of the Rules of
Procedure; in conjunction with
Article 73 of the Constitution
with a view to determining whether
additional procedure rules or
amendments should be adopted to
cover more precisely the handling
of constitutional amendments. In

particular it would seem that
some distinction might be drawn
between amendments of substance and
amendments of a drafting nature,

or those intended to combine
several similar amendments in a
single text. In this respect it
would be valuable. to examine the
practice and procedure of other
United Nations organizations,
always bearing in mind differences
in their constitutional provisions.
The Director -General accordingly
was requested by the Board to
submit a study along these lines
to the Eighth Health Assembly.
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SUSPENSION AND AMENDMENT OF RULES OF PROCEDURE

Rule (110) 113

Subject to the provisions of the Constitution,
any of the foregoing Rules may be suspended at any
plenary meeting of the Health Assembly, provided that

notice of the intention to propose suspension has
been communicated to delegations not less than twenty -
four hours before the meeting at which the proposal
is to be made.

Rule (111) 114

Amendments of, or additions to, these Rules may
be adopted at any plenary meeting of the Health
Assembly, provided that the Health Assembly has re-
ceived and considered a report ¿n the proposal
thereon by an appropriate committee.

No change.

Drafting change.
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CONSTITUTION

Article 73

Texts of proposed amendments to. this
Constitution shall be communicated by the
Director -General to Members at least six
months in advance of their consideration
by the Health Assembly. Amendments shall
come into force for all Members when
adopted by a twó- thirds vote of the Health

Assembly and accepted by two -thirds of the
embers in accordance with their respective

constitutional processes.

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Rule (108) 111

In pursuance of Article 73 of the Constitution,

the texts of proposed amendments to the Con-
stitution shall be communicated to the Direc-
tor- General in such time as will permit of the
transmission of copies thereof by the Director -
General to Members not later than six months
before the opening day of the session of the
Health Assembly at which they are intended to
be considered.

CONSTITUTION

Article XIX

1. The Conference may amend this Constitution
by a two -thirds majority of the votes cast,

provided that such majority is more than one -

half of the membership of the Organization.

2, An amendment not involving new obligations
for Member Nations shall take effect forth-
with, unless the resolution by which it is
adopted provides otherwise, Amendments invol-
ving new obligations shall take effect for
each Member NaticeL accepting the amendment on
acceptance by two- thirds of the membership of
the Organization, and thereafter for each.re-
maining Member Nation on acceptance by it.

, _ .:1> OF -1-7,.iGFT`URE

Rule XXII

1,, Proposals for the amendment of the
Constitution under Article XIX of the
Constitution may be made either by the
Council or by a Member Nation in a com-
munication addressed to the Director-
General. The Director -General shall im-
mediately inform all Member Nations of
all proposals for amendments,

2. No proposal for the amendment of
the Constitution shall be included in the
agenda of any session of the Conference
unless notice thereof has been dispatched
by the Director -General to Member Na-
tions at least-120 days before the opening
of the session.

CONSTITUTION

Article 36

Amendments to this Constitution which
are adopted by the Conference by a
majority of two -thirds of the votes cast
by the delegates present shall take effect
when ratified or accepted by two- thirds

of the Members of the Organisation includ-
ing five of the ten Members which are
represented on the Governing Body as Mem-
bers of chief industrial importance in
accordance with the provisions of para-
graph 3 of article 7 of this Constitution.

STANDING ORDERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL

LABOUR CONFERENCE

Article 11

1., The procedure for the consideration

of proposed Conventions and Recommend-
ations shall be governed by the rules
concerning Convention and Recommendation
procedure set forth in Section E of Part
II,

2, The procedure for the consideration
of proposed amendments to the Constitution
of the Organisation shall be governed by
the rules concerning the procedure for the
amendment of the Constitution of the
Organisation set forth in Section F of
Part II.

CONSTITUTION

Article XIII

1, Proposals for amendments to this Constitut-
ion shall become effective upon receiving the
approval of the General Conference by a two -
thirds majority; provided, however, that those
amendments which involve fundamental alterations
in the aims of the Organization or new obli-
gations for the Member States shall require
subsequent acceptance on the part of two -

thirds of the Member States before they come
into force. The draft texts of proposed
amendments shall be communicated by the Director -
General to the Member States at least six
months in advance of their consideration by
the General Conference.

2. C _1feeer- o have power

t °, ad. * i:: a w - "Iirâs majority rules of

procedure for carrying out the provisions of
this Article,

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE

Rule 103

The General Conference shall not adopt
a draft amendment to the Constitution unless
the draft has been communicated to Member
States and associate members at least six

months in advance,

Rule 104

The General Conference shall not introduce
substantive changes in draft amendments under
the terms of the preceding rule unless the
proposed changes have been communicated to
Member States and associate members at least
three months before the opening of the session.
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SECTION-7

Article 46

1, Any proposal for the amendment of the
Constitution of the Organisation shall
only be considered by the Conference if it
has been included in the agenda of the
Conference by the Governing Body at least
four months before the opening of the
session at which it is to be considered in
accordance with Article 14 of the Con-
stitution, or has been included in the
agenda of the Conference by the preceding
session of the Conference in accordance
with paragraph 3 of Article 16 of the Con-
stitution.

2. When including any proposal for the
amendment of the Constitution in the
agenda. the 7overning Body or the Con-
ference, as the case may be, shell define
exactly the quest ion cr questions which

it includes in the agenda of the Con-
ference,

Article 47

1. Th Internetion-'l Labour Office shall
submit to the Conference draft amendments
corresponding to the question or questions
in respect of which a proposal for amend-
ment has been included in the agenda.

2, The Conference shall decide whether
it will take as the basis of discussion
the draft amendments prepared by the Inter -
na.tiona.l Labour Office and shall decide
whether they shall be considered in full
Conference or referred to a committee for
report. These decisions may be preceded by
a general debate in full Conference on the
question or questions in respect of which
a proposal for amendment has been included
in the agenda.

3. If the draft amendments are considered
in full Conference, each of them shall
be placed successively before the Conference
for preliminary adoption by a two -thirds

majority of the delegates present. During
the debate,-and until the draft amendments
have been disposed of, no motion other than
a motion to amend the text of one of them
or a motion es to procedure shall be con -

sidered by the Conference,

Rule 105

The General Conference may, however, without
prior communication to Member States and associate

members, adopt any changes in the drafts and
proposals referred to in Rules 103 and 104
which are purely matters of drafting, and any
changes designed to embody, in a single text,
substantive proposals communicated to Member
States and associate members in accordance
with the provisions of Rules 103 and 104.

Rule 106

In case of doubt, a proposed amendment shall
be deemed to be an amendment of substance
unless on a vote being taken there is a two -

thirds majority in favour of interpreting the
amendment as an amendment of form falling under
the provisions of Rule 105.
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SECTION F

Article 47 (continued)

4. If the draft amendments be referred to a

committee, the Conference shall, after receiving
the report of the committee, proceed to discuss
the text of each draft amendment in succession,
in accordance with the rules laid down in the
last preceding paragraph. The discussion shall
not take place before the day following that on
which copies of the report have been circulated
to the delegates.

5. During the discussion of the draft amendments
the Conference may refer one or more of them to
a committee.

6. The amendments as adopted by the Conference
shall be referred to the Conference Drafting
Committee which shall embody them, together with
any necessary consequential amendments of the
unamended provisions of the Constitution, in a
draft instrument of amendment the text of which
shall be circulated to the delegates.

7. No amendment shell be allowed to this text,
but notwithstanding this provision the President,
after consult ^tion with the three Vice -Presidents,

may submit to the Conference amendments which have
been handed in to the Secretariat the day after
the circulation of the text as revised by the
Drafting Committee.

8. On receipt of the text prepared by the
Drafting Committee and after discussion of the
amendments, if any, submitted in accordance
with the preceding paragraph, the Conference
shall proceed to take a final vote on the
adoption of the draft instrument of amendment
in accordance with Article 36 of the Constitution
of the Organisation.


