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1. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND ITS M/lIN COMMITTEES 

Working Party on International Quarantine 

Having been invited by the CHAIRMAN to make a statement on the progress made by 

his Working Party, Dr. MORGAN (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), 

Chairman of the Working Party on International Quarantine, declared that the Working 

Party had completed its programme at a late hour in the evening and could approve its 

report on the afternoon of Wednesday, 19 May, and transmit it to the General Committee 

on Thursday, 20 May at noon. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked Dr. Morgan for his statement and congratulated him on having 

carried through the work of his group with such rapidity. 

The General Committee decided that the Working Party of International Quarantine 

would hold its last meeting on Wednesday, 19 May from 2 to 3 p.m., and not on Tuesday 

at 9 p.n. 

Main committees 

Dr. JAFAR (Pakistan), Chairman of the Committee on Administration, Finance and 

Legal Matters, stated that his Committee had completed its consideration of the most 

controversial questions and would probably finish its work on the following day. 

Dr. AUJALEU (France), Chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget, said that 

his Committee had also completed its examination of the knottiest points and it would 

tackle the question of Technical Assistance at its next meeting. It would then probably 

have exhausted its agenda at the end of the afternoon, and it would devote a final 



meeting to the adoption of its reports. 

The CHAIRMAN wished to pay a tribute to the Chairmen of the main committees who 

had succeeded in completing the work of their committees in a very short time. 

The General Committee agreed to consider at its meeting on the following day 

whether in the circumstances it would be possible to advance the date of closure of 

the Assembly to Friday, 21 May, and decided that the main committees would meet on 

Wednesday, 19 May at 9.30 a.m. and 3.0 p.m., and that the Legal Sub-Committee would 

meet at 8.30 a.m. 

2. TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS AT FUTURE HEALTH ASSEMBLIES,(continued) 

The CHAIRMAN said that the General Committee had before it some conclusions and 

general recommendations and the draft resolution prepared at the plenaiy meeting of 

the technical discussions, as well as some comments submitted by the delegation of the 

United States of America on the subject of technical discussions. 

He first of all invited Dr, Stampar, General Chairman of the Technical Discussions, 

to present his observations. 

Dr. STAMPAR (Yugoslavia), General Chairman of the Technical Discussions, noted 

with satisfaction that the comments made by the delegation of the United States of 

America hardly at all departed from the conclusions and recommendations of the 

participants in the technical discussions, which led him to hope that the General 

Committee would approve these conclusions and the draft resolution attached. 

Dr. Stampar recalled that it had previously been the custom-to leave it to the 

Executive Board to decide on the subjects of têchnical discussions,' However, the 



situation appeared this year in a different lightj the technical discussions had 

been followed during the Health Assembly -with very considerable interest, since more 

than a hundred delegates had taken part in them. Those participating thus felt 

that the- time had come for them to formulate concrete proposals as to the subjects 

of discussion. 

He added that the subject proposed for the Ninth World Health Assembly - Nurses: 

their education and their role in health programmes - had been approved unanimously 

by the participants. In connexion with the general study of the organization of 

rural health services in Mexico, -which was proposed for the Eighth World Health 

Assembly, he wished to stress that that was merely a study and not a critical assess-

ment of rural health services in Mexico. 

Dr0 HYDE, representative of the Executive Board, explained that in the statement 

he had made at the eighth meeting of the General Committee, his object had merely been 

to replace in the first sentence of the operative part of the resolution proposed, 

"REQUESTS the Director-General" by "REQUESTS the Executive Board and the Director-

General". 

Dr. STAMPAR (Yugoslavia), referring to the appointment of the General Chairman 

of technical discussions, emphasized that the General Chairman should be appointed 

well in advance if the discussions were to be organized in a satisfactory manner. In 

his opinion, the financial implications of that proposal would be insignificant. 

Dr„ AUJALEU (France) was strongly in favour of the recommendation made by 

Dr. Stampar"; he had, nevertheless, two brief remarks to make. 

First of all, he noted that in No, 3 of the operative part of the draft resolution, 
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the Director-General was requested to study "... whether regional meetings dealing 

with the sane subjects should be held prior to, during, or after the Assembly". 

Although Dro Aujaleu was in favour of such discussions being organized on the regional 

level before the Assembly - that was the opinion he had already expressed at the Fifth 

World Health Assembly - he nevertheless considered that there should not be during the 

Assembly any technical discussions in which participants were divided into groups 

according to regions. 

His second observation concerned the wording of the subject proposed for the 

Ninth World Health Assembly, i.e. "Nurses: their education and their role in health 

programmes"о In French the word "infirmière" (translation of the English word 

"nurse") only meant a person giving nursing care and not a public health nurse, and 

the French text of the last sentence in the operative part of the resolution proposed 

should be modified accordingly. 

Dr-, STAMPAR (Yugoslavia) recognized the cogency of Dr. Aujaleu1 s remarks. 

Dr. McCORMACK (Ireland) feared that, at the Eighth World Health Assembly, the 

technical discussions might involve a considerable loss of time for delegates participatinr 

if they had to visit demonstration areas situated in distant parts of Mexico, and that 

governments might see in that an argument against the technical discussions. 

Dr. STAMPAR (Yugoslavia) pointed out first of all that the technical discussions 

were not in any way of a compulsory nature. Secondly, the demonstration centres 

were not necessarily very far from the large towns and the participants in the technical 

discussions could go there with little difficulty. He also remarked that the technical 

discussions organized at the Eighth World Health Assembly would be of a special nature 



and would be more or less reduced to visits, followed by an exchange of views, that 

would of necessity be brief since there could be no question of forming valuable 

judgments on the rural health services in Mexico. Finally, he recalled that the 

question of technical discussions at the next Health Assembly -was not definitely 

settled, as the Director-General first of all had to get into touch with the Mexican 

Government. The necessary documentation would, however, have to be prepared a long 

time in advance and the regional committees would perhaps already wish to study the 

question. 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee that it also had to consider the comments 

submitted by the delegation of the United States of America, and he proposed that 

these comments should be examined at the same time as the recommendations and the 

draft resolution submitted by the participants in the technical discussions» 

General organization of the technical discussions 

The CHAIRMA.N noted that in the first point in the comments of the delegation of 

the United States of America, it was stated that technical discussions "should be 

continued as an integral part of every Assembly", while it was stated in the first 

sentence of the operative part of the resolution that "technical discussions should 

be arranged in connexion with every Assembly". 

Dr. STAMPAR (Yugosalvia) stated that the majority of participants had considered 

that technical discussions could not be an integral part of the Health Assemblies, 

since the members were supposed to attend the technical discussions in their personal 

capacity and not as representatives of their government. 



Dr, McCORI.IA.CK (Ireland) also considered it important to maintain the informal 

nature of the technical discussions. Nevertheless, he did not consider the wording 

of the draft resolution to be fully satisfactory. In his opinion, one should avoid 

stipulating that technical discussions should be arranged in connexion with eveiy 

Health Assembly because it might be desirable later on not to have technical 

discussions. For his part, he thought the resolution should merely state that 

technical discussions should continue to be held in connexion with Health Assemblies. 

Dr. STAMPAR (Yugoslavia) declared that the majority of participants in the 

technical discussions had urged that the words "in connexion with every Assembly" 

should appear in the draft resolution. He stressed the value of the technical 

discussions which emphasized the really technical aspect of the Organization's 

activities. The Health Assembly could moreover modify the text of the resolution 

later if it considered that necessary. 

Dr. ANSAR (Indonesia) concurred with the views expressed by Dr. Stampar, 

It was decided to replace the words "should be arranged" in the first sentence 

of the operative part of the resolution by the words "should be continued". 

Duration of the technical discussions 

The CHAIRMAN said that, in the second point of the comments submitted by the 

delegation of the United States of America, the duration of the technical discussions 

was fixed at two days, while the draft resolution merely specified "adequate time". 

After an exchange of views, it was decided to maintain the wording of No.l 

in the operative part of the draft resolution. 



Experts 

It was decided to retain No. 2 in the resolution without amendment; No. 2 

stated that experts would be used to prepare papers in advance for the benefit 

of the participants. 

Regional meetings 

The suggestion of Dr. Aujaleu having been adopted, it was decided to delete 

from No. 3 of the draft resolution the words "prior to, during or after the 

Assembly". 

Documentation 

It was decided to maintain No. 4 of the operative part of the resolution 

without alteration. 

Appointment of the Chairman of Technical Discussions 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the delegation of the United States of America had 

proposed that the chairman be appointed "well in advance", while in the recommendations 

made by the participants in the technical discussions it was stated that the Chairman 

should be appointed one year in advancfe. 

After an exchange of views in which Dr. STAMPAR again emphasized the fact that 

the financial implications of his proposal would be very slight, it was decided to 

add after No. 4 of the resolutions "(5) to appoint a chairman vieil in advance". 



Subject of the technical discussions at the Eighth World Health Assembly 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL having remarked that, before finally adopting the subject 

of the technical discussions proposed for the next Health Assembly, the assent of the 

Mexican Government should be obtained, Dr. STAMPAR stated that the same subject of 

discussion could be retained as was chosen for the present Assembly in the form of 

visits to rural health centres in Mexico. 

It was decided to add to the operative part of the resolution, No.6 to read as 

follows ; 

(6) to keep the same subject, "Public Health Problems in Rural Areas", for 
technical discussions at the Eighth Health Assembly, and to study ;vith the 
Mexican Government the possibility of field visits in connexion with the 
discussions. 

Subject of the technical discussions at the Ninth World Health Assembly 

It vfas decided to maintain the wording of the last sentence of the draft 

resolution, replacing the word "les infirmières" by н1в® iofiroières et les 

visiteuses d'hygiène" in the French text. 

3. ANNOUNCEMENT 

Dr. JAEAR, Chairman of the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal 

Matters, and Dr. GARCL1 (Philippines), Vice-Chairman of the Committee on Administration, 

Finance and Legal Matters having announced that they would not be able to attend the 

meeting on the following day, it was decided that their Committee would be asked to 

appoint an Acting Vice-Chairman to replace Dr. Garcia. 

The meeting rose at 1.0 p.m. 


