
UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES

W O R L D HEALTH ORGANISATION MONDIALE
ORGANIZATION DE LA SANTÉ

SIXTH WORLD HEALTH SIXIEME AS6EMBEEE MONDIALE
ASSEMBLY DE LA SANTE

A6 /VR /2

5 May 1953

SECOND PLENARY MEETING DEUXIEME SEANCE PLENIERE

5 May 1953, at 5.30 p.m. 5 mai 1953, à 17 h.30

Palais dee Nations, Genève

PROVISIONAL VERBATIM RECORD COMPTE RENDU IN EXTENSO PROVISOIRE

PRESIDENT : Dr. J. SALCEDO (Philippines)

CONTENTS

1. Announcement

2. Adoption of First Report of the
Committee on Credentials

SOMMAIRE

1. Communication

2. Adoption du premier rapport de la
Commission de Vérification des

Pouvoirs

3. First Report of the Committee on 3. Premier rapport de la Commission des

Nominations Désignations

Note : This provisional record contains original speeches in English and French
and the French translations of speeches delivered in Spanish. The Official Record
of the Health Assembly, which will appear in separate English and French editions,
will contain all speeches in either the original language or translation.

Corrections to the provisional record should be sent to Mr. Richards, Room
A. 571, within 48 hours of its distribution. Unless the issue of immediate
corrigenda is expressly requested, minor corrections will be noted for the final
record.

Ce compte rendu provisoire contient les discours originaux en français et
en anglais, et la traduction française des discours prononcés en espagnol. Les
Actes officiels de l'Assemblée de la Santé, qui sont publiés séparément en fran-
çais et en anglais, reproduiront soit les discours originaux, soit leur traduction.

Les rectifications à apporter au compte rendu provisoire doivent gtre en-
voyées à Mr Richards, Bureau A. 571, dans les 48 heures qui suivant la distribution
du document. Les rectifications peu importantes seront simplement incorporées dans
les Actes officiels définitifs, à moins que la publication immédiate d'un recti-
ficatif ne soit expressément demandée.



A6 /VR /2

page 3

1. ANNOUNCEMENT
COMMUNICATION

The PRESIDENT: The second plenary meeting of the Sixth World Health Assembly

is called to order.

Before we proceed with the agenda of this afternoon's meeting, may I announce

that the delegates are kindly requested to indicate in which group of the technical

discussions they would like to take part - that is, in the group discussing syphilis,

tuberculosis or typhoid fever - by inscribing their names on the appropriate list at

the inquiry desk at the main entrance. This announcement is necessary in order to

permit us to proceed with the mechanics of the technical discussions.

2. ADOPTION OF FIRST REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS
ADOPTION DU PREMIER RAPPORT DE LA COMMISSION DE VERIFICATION DES POUVOIRS

The PRESIDENT: The first item on our agenda is adoption of the first report

of the Committee on Credentials. The Chair would like to invite the Rapporteur of

the Committee on Credentials to come to the rostrum and read the report of his

committee. Dr. Zahir, Afghanistan, will you kindly come to the rostrum?

DR. ZAHIR (Afghanistan), Rapporteur of the Committee on Credentials: The

Committee on Credentials met on 5 May 1953.

Representatives of the following Members were present: Afghanistan, Cambodia,

Canada, Ceylon, Denmark, Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan, Indonesia, Iran, United

Kingdom of Libya, Luxembourg, Monaco, Spain.

Dr. O. Leroux (Canada) was elected Chairman, Mr. B. S /rensen (Denmark) Vice -

Chairman, and Dr. A. Zahir (Afghanistan) Rapporteur.
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The committee examined the credentials deposited by the delegations taking part

in the Health Assembly.

The credentials presented by the delegations listed below were found to be in

order, thus entitling these delegations to take part in the work of the Health Assembly,

as defined by the Constitution of the World Health Organization. 'The committee

therefore proposes that the Health Assembly should recognize the validity of the

credentials presented by the following delegations: Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia,

Austria, Belgium, Cambodia, Canada, Ceylon, Cuba, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Finland;

France, Germany, Guatemala, Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan, Iceland, India, Indonesia,

Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Korea, Laos, Lebanon, Liberia, Luxembourg,

Monaco, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Portugal, El Salvador,

Saudi Arabia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Thailand, Union of South Africa,

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Kingdom of Libya, United

States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet -Nam, Yugoslavia; French Zone of Morocco,

Tunisia (Associate Members).

Notifications from Brazil, Chile, Costa -Rica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, Turkey,

Southern Rhodesia (Associate Member), giving the composition of their delegations, state

that credentials are being forwarded, and the committee therefore recommends to the

Health Assembly that these delegations be recognized with full rights in the Health

Assembly-pending the arrival of their credentials.

The PRESIDENTS Thank you, Dr. Zahir, and the Chairman and members of the Committee

on Credentials for their first report.
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Before we proceed to the next item on the agenda, the Assembly may now adopt

the first report of the Committee on Credentials. Are there any observations?

Objections? Remarks? If there are none, the first report of the Committee on

Credentials is adopted.

3. FIRST REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS
PREMIER RAPPORT DE Lt. COMMISSION DES DESIGNATIONS

The second item on our agenda is adoption of the report of the Committee on

Nominations. I was informed that the necessary document was distributed starting.

at 3.30, and the distribution was completed at 3.45. Following the Rules of Procedure,

it is required that two hours should elapse before action is taken on the report after

it has been distributed. The Chair awaits the pleasure of the Assembly on this point.

We can either adjourn for about fifteen minutes for a recess in order to meet the

requirement of two hours or, if it is the pleasure of the Assembly, we will now proceed

with consideration of the report of the Committee on Nominations.

Is there any objection to the consideration of the report of the Committee on

Nominations now? If there is no objection, the Chair interprets that the Assembly

is willing to consider the report of the Committee on Nominations now. The Chair

invites the Rapporteur of the Committee on Nominations to come to the rostrum and

read the report of his Committee. Dr. Félix Hurtado, Cuba, is the Rapporteur.



Ab/"VR /2

page b

Dr. HURTADO (Cuba), Rapporteur of the Committee on Nominations: The

Committee on Nominations, consisting of representatives of the following Member

States: Australia, Cuba, France, Guatemala, Iceland, India, Ireland, Italy, Lebanon,

Liberia, Netherlands, Philippines, El Salvador, Sweden, Syria, Thailand, United States

of America, Venezuela, met on 5 May 1953.

Dr. Jacques PARISOT (France) was elected Chairman, and Dr. Félix HURTADO (Cuba)

Rapporteur.

The committee made the following nominations for the consideration of the

Sixth World Health Assembly in accordance with Rule 23 of the Rules of Procedure of

the Health Assembly:

President: Dr. M. KHATER (Syria)

Vice -Presidents: Dr. J.N. TOGBA (Liberia)

Dr. Melville MACKENZIE (United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland)

Dr. R.C. BUSTAMANTE (El Salvador)

Committee on Programme and Budget

Chairman: Dr. O. LEROUX (Canada)

Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters

Chairman: Mr. T.J. BRADY (Ireland)

and the following nine delegates as members of the General Committee: Cuba, France,

Italy, Lebanon, Netherlands, Pakistan, Philippines, United States of America,

Yugoslavia.

In accordance with Rule 23 of its Rules of Procedure, the Health Assembly is

invited to consider these nominations.
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The committee made the following nominations for the consideration of the

Committee on Programme and Budget and the Committee on Administration, Finance

and Legal Matters in accordance with Rule 23 of the Rules of Procedure of the

Health Assembly and Rule 34, which states that "Each main committee shall, after

consideration of the report of the Committee on Nominations, elect a vice -

chairman and a rapporteur":

Committee on Programme and Budget

Vice -Chairman: Dr. A. STAYIPAR (Yugoslavia)

Rapporteur: Dr. O. VARGAS-rTNDEZ (Costa Rica)

Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters

Vice -Chairman: Dr. L.L.D. GEERAERTS (Belgium)

Rapporteur: Dr. A. HI:CHEM (Saudi Arabia)

The delegate of India called the attention of the Committee on Nominations

to the geographical distribution of the officers nominated by the Committee, which

does not appear to be equitable for the region of South -East Asia.

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr. Hurtado; and we also give our thanks to the

Chairman and the members of the Committee on Nominations. Ladies and Gentlemen

of the Assembly, the Chair recognizes the delegate of India.

P.ajlcue A i AMR IT KAUR (India) : Mr. President and fellow delegates, it is for

the first time during my long association with the World Health Organization that

I have found in the nominations that have been placed before you this afternoon

the complete omission, of one zone of this organization, a zone which has been
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second to none in its loyalty and has made its own contribution to the work of

this organization. I do not wish to say any more except to express my regret

at something that does not augur well for the future.

The President: The Chair recognises the delegate of Liberia.

Dr. TOGBA (Liberia): Mr. President, fellow delegates, the Liberian

delegation highly appreciates the great honour bestowed upon it by being

nominated to the position of Vice -President of the Sixth World Health Assembly.

However, the Liberian delegation regrets that it cannot accept such an offer

or such a nomination owing to the fact that we believe strongly in rotation of

these various positions in the World Health Organization. Liberia was Vice -

President last year, and I do not feel that we should again be Vice -President;

and therefore we would propose, if it is agreeable to the body here, to name

Dr. Le Roux of the Union of South Africa to be the Vice -President in place of

Liberia.

Further, the Liberian delegation makes the following observations. It

seems to me that the older we get the more we are prone to forget the ideal or

ideals of the World Health Organization. We are inclined to leaning more

towards political. intentions than anything else. We are failing to remember

Rule 23 of the Rules of Procedure, that is, to let our selection be on a basis of

experience and also of equitable geographical distribution. Here you have heard

the chief delegate of India, who made mention of the fact that a whole region was

left out on the General Committee. This, heretofore, has never been done. So,
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Mr. President, in view of what I have observed here - I note, for instance, in

this report of the Committee on Nominations six names from the European Region,

four from the Americas, three from the Eastern Mediterranean, one from Africa,

one from the Western Pacific, and none from South -East Asia. The Liberian

delegation feels that, in view of this grave omission, this entire matter should

be referred back to the Committee on Nominations so that they may give the entire

nomination a review and submit us something more adequate and in keeping with

the Rules of Procedure.

The PRESIDENT: The remarks of the delegate of Liberia have been carefully

noted by the Chair. With reference to his declining of the nomination, the Chair

would like to refer this to the Committee on Nominations, which is requested to

convene some time tomorrow morning, perhaps a little after nine o'clock, to

deliberate on such declination, and on the other parts of the remarks of the

delegate of Liberia and of the delegate of India.

The Chair recognizes the delegate of Italy.

M. MIGLIORI (Italie): Monsieur le Président, Mesdames et Messieurs, au

sujet de l'objection formulée par l'Inde, l'Italie déclare qu'elle renonce

volontiers à sa place dans le Bureau de l'Assemblée, afin que la Région de

l'Asie du Sud -Est puisse y être représentée.
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The PRESIDENT: The Chair notes the remarks of the delegate of Italy and wishes

to transmit these remarks to the Committee on Nominations at their meeting tomorrow

morning. The Chair recognizes the delegate of Norway.

Dr. EVANG (Norway) : Mr. President, fellow -delegates, I first would like to

thank our President because he so willingly accepted the indication of the delegate of

Liberia and referred the matter on nominations back to the Nominations Committee. I

would only like to add a few comments to avoid any misunderstanding on the part of

the Assembly. As we know, the officers of an Assembly are of two types. On one

side you have those officers in the selection of whom the Nominations Committee should

be led only by the personal qualifications of the candidate. Those are the officers

which have, on behalf of the Assembly, to undertake a specific type of work during

the Assembly. It means very much to the Assembly that those officers should be

selected with great care, and that the Nominations Committee in nominating those

officers should not take into consideration anything else but personal qualifications

for the specific task which has to be performed by that individual. The majority,

however, of the officers, or at least about half of them, are of another type. Those

are officers with a general field of experience. They should know the Assembly, but

at the same time they should represent the Assembly, and the endeavour has always been

made, amongst those fifteen to nineteen officers that have been nominated by the

Nominations Committee, to find such a selection that the whole Assembly will be happy.

I am therefore very glad that the Nominations Committee will have a chance to look

over its list again. I would not like here to go into details, but there are several

weak points in the present nominations. I think we should all recognize that we
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should not blame the Nominations Committee, and I for one would not do it. I have

had an opportunity myself of sitting on the Nominations Committee on several occasions,

and you get extremely short time. There are a great number of countries, etc., etc.,

and really you are under heavy pressure. Therefore, I would not like to criticize

at all but would wish the Nominations Committee good luck for its next list of

candidates.

The PRESIDENT; The Chair is grateful to the delegate of Norway for his con-

structive remarks. The Chair hopes that the Committee on Nominations will find

themselves in a position to consider carefully all the remarks made regarding their

report. Before I recognize the next speaker, I would like to request the Committee

on Nominations to convene tomorrow at 9.15 ih Room XI. The Chair recognizes the

delegate of the Netherlands.

Dr. van den BERG (Netherlands): Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, I have

asked for the floor for two reasons. In the first place, for a matter of clarifica-

tion. When you, Mr. President, made your suggestion with regard to the remarks

made by the delegate of Liberia and the delegate of Italy, then I got the impression

that it was your intention, sir, to refer back the proposal of the Nominations

Committee with regard to those two items of the list, and then to continue our work

with regard to the other nominations. After the remarks made by the delegate of

Norway, I got the impression that it was his intention - or perhaps his interpretation

of your remarks, sir - that all the work should be revised by the Nominations

Committee. Mr. President, if the last interpretation should be the right one, then

I should like to warn the Assembly not to introduce a very bad precedent; because,
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to my mind, it might be true that there are weak spots in the list of the Nominations

Committee (and I quite agree that such a weak spot was the fact that there was nobody

nominated out of the South -East Asia Region! This has been corrected in the mean-

time; the possibility of correcting it has been given), but, on the other hand, I

am quite convinced that in this list there are no more weak spots than there have

ever been in any proposal of any Nominations Committee. I should not like to take

very much time of the Assembly, but I could easily explain that in previous years we

had proposals of the Committee on Nominations which from a point of view of regional

distribution were much, much worse than the proposal we are actually discussing.

Therefore, Mr. President, I should like to warn the Assembly not to introduce a bad

precedent in the work. So I should like to suggest - if it has not been already

your own suggestion Mr. President - that we now proceed with the proposal of the

Committee on Nominations, with the exception of the two nominations which have not

been accepted.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes again the delegate of Liberia.

Dr. TOGBA (Liberia): Mr. President, I regret to have to take the floor again,

but it seems that there has been some misunderstanding or misinterpretatipn of my

statement when I first spoke. First of all I declined nomination as Vice -President.

Secondly, I pointed out some of the flaws of the Committee on Nominations. Thirdly,

I proposed that the entire report be sent back to the Committee on Nominations for

its reconsideration, and this, according to the statement made by the delegate of

Norway, was surported. So, Mr. President, I feel strong enough in what I said pre-

viously, that is, that the report should not be accepted at this time but sent back
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to the Committee on Nominations for its consideration.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the delegate of Cuba.

Le Dr HURTADO (Cuba) (traduction de l'espagnol) : On peut naturellement admettre

les observations présentées sur le rapport de la Commission des Désignations du point

de vue particulier auquel se sont placés les orateurs qui les ont formulées. Cepen-

dant, Messieurs les délégués; je tiens à signaler à l'Assemblée que la décision à la-

quelle ces observations semblent nous conduire est grave et créerait un précédent au

sein de l'Assemblée. De quoi s'agit -il en somme, Messieurs les délégués ? Tout

d'abord la déléguée de l'Inde a observé que la composition géographique du Bureau de

l'Assemblée n'est pas équita'.le. C'est la première critique faite à ce rapport. Il

est kon que l'Assemblée sache et remarque que cette critique et cette observation

émanent de la déléguée de l'Inde qui, justement, était membre de la Commission des

Désignations et qu'il lui était possible de la présenter á temps pour qu'il en ffzt

tenu compte, Si vraiment l'erreur était grave, assurément la Commission des Dési-

gnations aurait tenu compte des arguments invoqués à cet égard, et l'Assemblée

n'aurait pas été témoin de ce désaccord. Si, d'autre part, erreur il y a - et1erreur

est chose humaine -- ce n'est pas comme il l'a été déclaré à cette tribune un fait

nouveau même au point de vue géographique, puisque des hommes possédant l'expérience

du Dr van den Berg viennent de signaler que d'autres élections avaient présenté une

plus grande disparité géographique.

L'objection suivante est formulée par le Dr Togba qui a déclaré à cette tribune

renoncer á la vice -présidence qui lui avait été offerte. Je tiens particulièrement à

signaler à l'Assemblée que, précisément, la proposition de porter le Dr Togba à la

vice-présidence émane de Ta dél6gat -on du Libéria au sein de la Commission des
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Désignations. Or, il semble assez anormal que la délégation du Libéria ait proposé le

nom du Dr Togba, que la Commission des Désignations l'ait accepté immédiatement en

hommage de courtoisie envers la dite délégation, et qu'en définitive le Dr Togba

décline cette désignation. Il va sans dire que le Dr Togba a toute la liberté de

décliner la vice -présidence.

Troisième argument important : malgré tout le respect que je porte au Président,

je me permettrai de lui faire remarquer que la non -acceptation par le Dr Togba de la

vice- présidence ne justifie pas le renvoi de l'ensemble de ce document, dans lequel

ne figure pas moins que la désignation du Président de l'Assemblée. En tout temps,

depuis qu'existe l'Assemblée de la Santé, cette désignation a bénéficié d'une priorité

immédiate. Est -il donc admissible de renvoyer ce document dans son ensemble ? Un nou-

vel examen de tout le document parait vraiment inutile, Messieurs les délégués, car

il aurait pour effet de retarder l'élection du Président de l'Assemblée et d'empécher

celle -ci de se prononcer immédiatement à ce sujet.

Pourquoi dès lors vouloir envisager la totalité du document ? Pourquoi ne pas

reconnaître, comme je le pense, que ces considérations ne sont pas recevables ?

Pourquoi ne pas scinder le document, c'est -à -dire examiner dès maintenant l'élection

du Président et apporter les modifications et amendements nécessaires à la deuxième

partie qui, en définitive, concerne exclusivement le Bureau de l'Assemblée. Mais

l'Assemblée a conscience de ce qui se passe présentement, l'Assemblée s'interroge sur

les conséquences résultant du simple fait qu'il suffit à un collègue de décliner une

désignation pour annuler dans sa totalité un document de cette importance. C'est

pourgici, faisant appel à la bienveillance de notre Président, je prie l'Assemblée de

prendre en co sidération les raisons que j'invoque et de décider que cette question ne

la concerne pas car, en dernière analyse, et pour mettre fin à mbn intervention, je

ne trouve, mes chers collègues, aucune valeur, aucune force dans les observations
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que vient de présenter la déléguée de l'Inde en ce api concerne la distribution géo-

graphique. Je considère comme encore plus dénuées de force et de valeur les remarques

du délégué du Libéria lorsqu'il prétend que, du seul fait qu'une désignation n'est pas

acceptée par le bénéficiaire, tout le document dans lequel elle figure doit âtre ren-

voyé A la Commission des Désignations. Tel est le point de vue de la Délégation de

Cuba en ce qui concerne la discussion du rapport de la Commission des Désignations,

The PRESIDENT : The Chair wishes to make two observations at this stage.

First, it seems that the debate on this report is tending to be rather prolonged,

and therefore, unless there would be any objection, the Chair proposes to close the

debate after giving the opportunity to speak to the delegates of India, France and

Ceylon. The second observation the Chair would like to make is that up to this point

the Président has not yet made clear his position. That is obvious, because the Pre-

sident believes that, as President of the Assembly until his successor is elected, he

is the servant of the Assembly; he therefore will interpret the will of the Assembly

accordingly. In noting the remarks oí the various delegates it was not specified whe-

ther the entire report would be returned, or only part of the report. That would be

the decision of this Assembly and not the Chair. However, the Chair wishes to trans-

mit all of these remarks and observations to the Committee on Nominations,

The Chair now recognizes the delegate of India.

Rajkumari AMRIT KAUR (India) : Mr.President and fellow delegates, I have nothing

to add to what I said. It is for the Assembly to judge whether my expression of re-

gret at the complete omission of a whole region is legitimate or not.

PRESIDENT : The Chair recognizes the delegate of France.
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Le Professeur PARISOT, Président de la Commission des Désignations a

Monsieur le Président, Messieurs les délégués, ce n'est point en qualité de

chef de la délégation française que j'ai demandé la parole, mais comme Président

de la Commission des Désignations. Etant donné que des observations ont été fai-

tes, je tiens à souligner que les travaux de la commission ont commencé à 11 h.30

ce matin pour prendre fin à 2 h, de l'après -midi, que la réunion ne fut nullement

hâtive, qu'elle s'est déroulée dans la sérénité la plus complète, je pense, à

l'égard de tous les points de procédure qui fixaient les modalités des différen-

tes élections. Par ailleurs, le Directeur général a éclairé la commission avant

même que commencent ses délibérations, en insistant d'une part sur l'intérêt que

devaient prendra ses membres à élire des hommes d'expérience, tout particulière-

ment en ce qui concerne la présidence des deux grandes commissions et , d'autre

part, sur la nécessité d'envisager des candidatures au regard d'une répartition

géographique équitable. Les débats, je le répète, et les élections par de nom-

breux tours de scrutin, se sont déroulés sans que des observations fussent pré-

sentées, mais, comme tous les membres, nous avons constaté avec regret que cette

Région importante de l'Asie du Sud -Est n'était pas représentée au sein du Bureau.

Je pense donc qu'il est'judicieux d'envisager la possibilité d'apporter un amé-

nagement nouveau dans cette répartition. Le geste, que personnellement je quali-

fierai de généreux, du chef de la délégation italienne nous en donne l'occasion.
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D'autre part, notre collègue, le Dr Togba, dans un geste non moins généreux, -

puisque Vice -Président de l'Assemblée, l'an dernier, a pensé que par roulement

il était désavantageux qu'il acceptât de nouveau ce poste - a décliné la vice -

présidence. Cependant, je tiens à souligner, comme d'ailleurs notre rapporteur

l'a fait, que si la commission a pris en considération son élection, c'est bien

parce que la proposition en fut énoncée par le délégué du Liberia lui -meme.

Je pense donc, Monsieur le Président, qu'il est possible et utile de reviser

certaines parties des élections qui ont eu lieu, de façon à rétablir, comme

certainement tous les membres de notre commission y sont disposés, une réparti-

tion géographique plus équitable en situant à sa place juste et légitime la

Région de l'Asie du Sud -Est, mais que par ailleurs, les propositions concernant

le Président de l'Assemblée et les Présidents des grandes commissions ne semblent

pas tomber sous les critiques qui ont été faites. Par conséquent, en tant que

Président de cette commission, je serais, Monsieur le Président, très heureux

que vous vouliez préciser exactement le mandat qu'aura la commission demain

matin, à savoir la partie du rapport qu'elle devra étudier, et je tiens à ren-

dre hommage à tous les membres qui, ce matin, je le répète, dans une atmosphère

de complète coopération internationale, ont contribué à établir les propositions

qui sont soumises à l'Assemblée actuelle. Je vous remercie, Monsieur le Prési-

dent.
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The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the delegate of Ceylon.

Dr. ATTYGALLE (Ceylon): Mr. President, fellow delegates, ladies and

gentlemen. This is the first occasion on which I have had the privilege of

attending this august Assembly. When I came here today I did not expect a dispute

to arise over the nominations of officials for the current year, but as it has

ariseh, and having heard the different comments by various governments and delegates,

I thought it was only correct that I should also make comments or add to those

already made.

Let me first of all express my appreciation of the gesture of the delegates

of Italy and Liberia in having declined in order to give the opportunity to

countries not represented. At the same time, I cannot agree with the comments

made by the delegates of Cuba and the Netherlands. The dispute is not entirely on

the protest made by the delegate of India. What has actually happened is that in

the Committee on Nominations certain nominations have been made - but after all

this Assembly, I believe, has a right to ratify them. As such, in view of the

fact' that two countries, two delegates, have declined nomination, I am of the

opinion that it is only right that the whole of the nominations should be referred

back to the Committee on Nominations. May I be permitted to express that opinion

not because India or a particular region has been excluded, but on account of the

fact that two delegates have declined nomination.
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The PRESIDENT2 The Assembly has thus far had the benefit of listening

to the remarks, comments and observations of the various delegates with reference

to the report of the Committee on Nominations. The Chair previously indicated

its intention of closing the debate on that report and, unless there are any

objections, the Chair is prepared to close the debate.

For the information of the Assembly, we have the following rules which

might be taken into consideration in connexion with the report of the Committee

on Nominations.

We have Rule 22, which I may be permitted to read;

At the beginning of each regular session, the Health Assembly
shall elect a Committee on Nominations consisting of eighteen
delegates of as marry Members.

Rule 23, the las t part of the rule

The proposals of the Committee on Nominations sh 11 be communi-
cated to the Health Assembly or to the main committees respectively,
two hours at least before the meeting during which the election
is to take place.

Rule 242

At each regular session, the Health Assembly, after consideration
of the report of the Committee on Nominations, shall elect a
President and three rice- presidents, who shall hold office until
their successors are elected,

Rule 29:

The General. Coimî.ttee of the Health Assembly shall consist of the Presi-
dent and vic a presidents of the Health Assembly, the chairman of the main
committees of the Health Assembly established under Rule 32 and that
number of delegates to be elected by the Health Assembly after considera-
tion of the report of the Committee on Nominations as shall provide a
total of fi fteeii members of the General Committee, provided that no

delegation may have more than one representative on the committee-
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The Chair is certain that the various delegates are familiar with these rules

and with other rules which may have a close bearing on the report of the Committee

on Nominations. The Assembly has heard the various views expressed with reference

to the Committee on Nominations. If the Chair may be permitted to synthesize

these views, it may be stated that one view is for partial consideration of the

report; the other view is for a return of the complete report to the Committee on

Nominations. The view that proposes a partial consideration of the report indicates

the possibility that in this meeting the Assembly may wish to elect the President,

the Vice- Presidents, the Chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget, and

the Chairman of the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters, and to

refer back to the Committee on Nominations the composition of the General Committee,

taking into consideration, however, the generous offers and proposals from the

delegate of Liberia and the delegate of Italy, and to consider at the same time

the desire for a uniform geographical distribution. The other view is, as we

have stated, to return the entire report to the Committee on Nominations.

The Chair at this point wishes to admit that the problem is of such great magni-

tude that it is beyond his ability to solve. The President therefore places

himself at the mercy of the Assembly and will abide by its decision. The Chair

would be ready to entertain a definite proposal from the Assembly.

The Chair recognizes the delegate of Norway.
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Dr. EVANG (Norway): Mr. President, fellow delegates, let us not make more

out of this small incident than it deserves. We trust fully the Committee on

Nominations; nobody has criticized that committee; but they may need more time for

their deliberations and I think it is only fair, therefore, to refer the report to

the Committee on Nominations and have that committee, and that alone, decide to what

extent they would like, in view of the remarks made here, to revise their report.

Any other possibility would involve us, Mr. President, in a very long debate indeed,

because any other procedure - for example, to split up the report as presented now

into one part to be accepted now and one part to be referred back - would really

make the whole Assembly a Committee on Nominations. You cannot nominate one half

of the officers, or two -thirds of them, without taking into consideration the other

Members. Therefore I would formally move, Mr. Chairman, that the report be referred

back to the Committee on Nominations and that that committee be given .full powers to

decide to what extent they feel, in view of this discussion, that they would like to

revise their report.

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly has heard a formal proposal from the delegate

of Norway to refer back the complete report of the Committee on Nominations to the

said committee for reconsideration in the light of the remarks and observations

given in this meeting.

The Chair wishes to recognize the delegate of Pakistan.



A6/VR /2

page 22

Dr. JAFAR (Pakistan), Mr. President, fellow delegates, we have just heard

the proposal made by the delegate of Norway which, in fact, is a repetition of what

he said earlier. I have come here to support that proposal very strongly for the

reason that the implications of the proposal are obvious and there are many things

to which consideration will have to be given before any readjustments are made in

the committee which has been proposed to us by the Committee on Nominations. A

very important fact which was brought to our notice by the delegate of India was

the complete absence from the committee of a very important zone where the activities

of the World Health Organization are most important and are being continued at a very

high level. The delegate of Norway mentioned that the officers, or at least some of

the officers, who have to be selected, have to be selected by virtue of their

personal qualifications and experience. I do hope - and I am quite certain - that

it is just an omission and not that the Committee on Nominations felt that there

was no person of the requisite experience available from that zone. Something has

been said about the establishment of a precedent and that we should not refer the

report of the committee back to the committee. I think the very acceptance of the

principle that if a committee has submitted a report and if that report, even though

not acceptable to some of the Members, is not to be referred back to the committee -

the very principle itself is dangerous. With these remarks I will support the

proposal made by the delegation of Norway.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair would like to recognize the delegate of the

Netherlands.



A6 /VR /2

page 23

Dr. van den BERG (Netherlands); Mr. President, fellow delegates, when I

asked for the floor for the first time I asked for clarification, because it was

not clear to me if it was your intention, sir, to refer back the whole of the report

to the Committee on Nominations or only a part of the report. Now it is clear,

Mr. President, that you do not like to make a suggestion; you are expecting proposals

from the ñssembly. We have heard the proposal of the delegate of Norway; he suggests

that we should send the whole report back to the Committee on Nominations. It

will be clear to you, after having heard my first remarks, that I cannot agree to

this proposal and that I should like formally to propose that we now proceed with

the report of the Committee on Nominations, accept it with the exception of one of

the three vice -presidents and the nine supplementary members of the General Committee,

and refer back the report to the Committee on Nominations only for those two parts, to

mike a new nomination for one vice -president and a new nomination for the nine

supplementary members of the General Committee, taking into account our discussions

and the two proposals that have been made. Mr. President, there are two reasons why

I should like strongly to put forward this proposal; in the first place to avoid -

and I should like to repeat this - to avoid introducing a bad precedent, namely,

the precedent that whenever one or some Members are not quite satisfied with the

report of the Committee on Nominations, it should be referred back. As a matter of

fact, in all the previous meetings, in all the previous World Health Assemblies,

there have always been not only some, but many Members, who were not satisfied with
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the report, and I could easily demonstrate that perhaps all the previous reports

of the Committee on Nominations, from the point of view of the geographical

distribution, have been worse than this report. Nevertheless, nobody has suggested

sending it back until everybody is satisfied. lie should avoid such a bad procedure.

And for the second point, Mr. President, if we cannot agree today on the appointment

of the most important officers of our Assembly, then perhaps this may have as a

consequence a considerable delay in the work of our Assembly. We have all expected

in previous Assemblies to reduce the time of our Assemblies as much as possible, and

if we cannot appoint a President of the Assembly today we all know the complications

of the procedure. We know it will take some time for the Committee on Nominations

to make a new report; it will take some time for the Secretariat to distribute the

report; we need two hours to study the report; perhaps we shall have a new

President of the Assembly elected next week. It would give us, Mr. President, the

privilege of'having you some days in the Chair, but I do not think that it would be

a wise and a good procedure, and therefore I should like to make the formal proposal

that we now, today deal with the report of the Committee on Nominations, with the

two exceptions I have just mentioned.

The PRESIDENTS The Assembly has heard a formal proposal from the delegate of

the Netherlands thát the report be accepted with the exception of one of the vice -

presidents and the composition of the General Committee, which he recommends should
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be returned to the Committee on Nominations. Is that correct, delegate of the

Netherlands? May I ask you kindly to reiterate your proposal before the assembly?

Dr. van den BERG (Netherlands): Mr. President, your interpretation is quite

correct.

The PRESIDENT: I wish to assure the distinguished delegates that, as

President of the Assembly I am very eager to relinquish this position, especially

when I find myself in such a difficult predicament. However, it is assumed that I

shall hold on until my successor is duly elected.

The Chair will recognize two more delegates and after that the debate on the

two proposals shall be considered closed unless there is any objection.

The Chair recognizes the delegate of Liberia.

Dr. TOGBA (Liberia): Mr. President, I certainly regret the difficulties with

which we are faced today. This happens to be the first time in the history of the

World Health Organization that we have had to debate the report of a Committee on

Nominations and the reason is certainly very obvious; and as a result of this,

Mr. President, I do not see why we should not refer this entire matter to the Committee

on Nominations for reconsideration, as has been proposed formally by the delegate

of Norway. I wish also to call the attention of the delegate of the Netherlands

to this: he is just as old in this organization as I am and he knows very well
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that at the Assembly there is no rule in the Rules of Procedure which compels the

Assembly to accept any report without debate or without consideration. It is our

right as delegates to this Assembly, or any Assembly of the World Health Organization,

to question any report submitted by any committee. He himself knows that in years

past we have turned down reports, say, of the Committee on Programme or the Committee

on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters. It is not because we do not have

regard or respect for the integrity of those on the committees, but because we in

the plenary meeting feel that such a report cannot be accepted by this body; and I

do not see why, after having had such a long debate on this report of the Committee

on Nominations, we should accept it. It simply means that the report is not correct

and we know from experience that if the report was correct it would have been adopted

without any objection whatsoever on the part of the Members of this Assembly. There

has never been any time in the history of the World Health Organization when an

entire region has been omitted, on any large committee. I do not know of any;

perhaps I missed one of the Assemblies - but I do not know which. So, Mr. President

I would say again that I support the proposal of the delegate of Norway, already

supported by the delegate of Pakistan.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair proposes to close the debate on these two proposals

after giving the privilege to speak to the delegates of Turkey and New Zealand,

The Chair recognizes now the delegate of Turkey.
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Le Dr KARABUDA (Turquie) : Monsieur le Président, je désirais soumettre à

l'attention de l'Assemblée une proposition divergeante de celle de la délégation

norvégienne. Mais, comme l'honorable délégué des Pays -Bas m'a devancé, ma tache se

trouve facilitée. Je n'ai plus qu'à le remercier et à l'appuyer entièrement.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the dele gate of New Zealand.

Mr. MASON (New Zealand): Mr. President, fellow delegates, I just want to refer

once again to the texts of the Rules of Procedure which govern the elections to the

offices and to the General Committee of the Assembly. Rule 24 states:

At each regular session, the Health Assembly, after consideration of the report
of the Committee on Nominations, shall elect a President and three vice- presidents,
who shall hold office until their successors are elected.

Now, Mr. President, we have on the report of the Committee on Nominations, after

the debate which has taken place today, only nominations for a President and two Vice -

Presidents. Although the text of the Rules of Procedure is not specific on the point,

I think it is implied that a President and three Vice -Presidents shall be elected at

the same time and not a President and two Vice -Presidents at one time and then another

Vice -President at a later session. I think the implication of the text is that the

elections to the presidency and the three vice- presidencies should take place

simultaneously. We are not, Mr. President, in a position to do this, and therefore

I feel we cannot do so until the Committee on Nominations has had time to reconsider

the matter.



A6 /VR /2

page 28

On the question of the General Committee, again the text is not specific, but it

does say in Rule 29 that:

The General Committee of the Health Assembly shall consist of the President
and vice- presidents of the Health Assembly, the chairmen of the main committees
of the Health Assembly established under Rule 32 and that number of delegates
to be elected by the Health Assembly after consideration of the report of the
Committee on Nominations as shall provide a total of fifteen members of the
General Committee.

On the nominations before us, Er. President and fellow delegates, we could

only elect a total of thirteen to the General Committee. I submit, therefore, that

we are again not in a position to make the election to the General Committee this

afternoon. Therefore, it seems to me, Mr. President, regrettable though it is

from the point of view of the delay in the proceedings of the Assembly, that we have

no alternative but to refer the whole of the nominations back to the Committee on

Nominations. And I can only express the hope of the New Zealand delegation that it

will be able to come to a rapid decision and that the delay in the proceedings of

the Assembly ti ^rill be limited to as short a time as possible.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair wishes to close the debate on the two formal

proposals unless there is any objection on the part of the Assembly.

There being no objections, the Chair would like to repeat the two formal

proposals:
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The proposal by the delegate of Norway is that the report of the Committee

on Nominations be referred back to the said committee for reconsideration in the light

of the observations and remarks given in this meeting.

The proposal by the delegate of the Netherlands is that the Assembly consider

the report of the Committee on Nominations, with the exception of the position of one

of the vice- presidents and the nine members of the General Committee, which exceptions,

as parts of the report, shall be returned to the Committee on Nominations for

reconsideration.

In accordance with Rule 60 the proposal by the delegate from Norway has precedence.

The Chair repeats; the proposal of the delegate of Norway is that the report of the

Committee on Nominations be returned to the said committee for reconsideration in the

light of the observations and remarks made at this meeting.

The Chair would like to avail itself of the privilege of asking the Assembly

to make its decision on this proposal. The decision of the Assembly shall be

indicated by a roll -call. It is suggested that only delegations properly accredited

by the Committee on Credentials should exercise the right to vote, including those

delegations whose credentials have been provisionally accepted.

The Chair wishes to announce that the interpreter will read the names of duly

accredited delegations, including those whoe credentials have been provisionally

accepted. After the names of the delegations have been read, the corresponding chief

delegate is requested to indicate by "yes" or "no" the vote on the proposal of the

delegate of Norway.

The names of the Member States were called in turn in the English al2habetical

order.

The result of the vote was as follows;
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In favour: Afghanistan, Ceylon, Denmark, Finland, Federal Republic of Germany,

Iceland, India, Republic of Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, Japan, Republic of Korea, Liberia;

United Kingdom of Libya, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Sweden, Thailand, United Kingdom

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Yugoslavia.

Against: Argentina, Chits, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, Egypt, France, Italy,

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Lebanon, Luxembourg, Nonsco, Netherlands, Nicaragua,

El Salvador, Saudi Arabia, Switzerland, Syria, Turkey, Uruguay, Venezuela.

Abstained: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Cambodia, Canada, Guatemala,

Iran, Iraq, Laos, Republic of the Philippines, Portugal, Spain, Union of South Africa,

Viet. Nam.

Absents Mexico, Peru.

The PRESIDENT: Ladies and gentlemen of the Assembly, the Chair assumes that the

Assembly is now prepared to receive the report on the voting on the proposal by the

'delegate of Norway. The voting is as fóllowss

Abstentions... .. ... 15

Yes... ... e.. ... 22

No ... ... ... ... 21

Absent e.. 004 *410 2

In accordance with the Rules of Procedure, the própasai of: the delegate of Norway is

approved by the Assembly.

In view of the approval by the Assembly of the proposal by the delegate of Norway,

the Chair feels that the proposal by the delegate of the Netherlands may not be

considered. I find concurrence by the'delegate of the Netherlands.

Delegates, you have made a decision on a very important problem brought to our
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attention this afternoon. The problem is so important that it is believed it may

take one night for you to decide in your minds the correct solution to the various

questions raised.

As indicated by the proposal of the delegate of Norway, the entire report of the

Committee on Nominations is to be referred back to the said committee for reconsidera-

tion, in the light of the observations and remarks made in this meeting. The Chair

requests the Committee on Nominations to meet promptly at 9.15 tomorrow morning in

Room XI.

The Chair wishes to announce likewise that there will be a plenary meeting in

this hall at 2.30 tomorrow afternoon, followed by a meeting of the General Committee

at 5 of clock in the afternoon.

These then are the changes in our agenda and in our schedule for tomorrow. The

Chair believes that the Assembly is now ready to adjourn, but before it does so may I

remind the delegates to fill in their green forms, showing the number of documents

they want to receive from the Secretariat.

The Chair adjourns this meeting of the Assembly.

The meeting rose at 7.15 p.m.

La séance est levée á 19h.15.


