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FREQUENCY .0F SESSXONS OF THE HEALTH лSSEmÿLY: CONSIDERАТION OF ArT m МENTS 
TO THE ' CONSТIТUТION (' oпtinuatia t) : Item 7.3.7 of the Agenda .(Official 

Records No. 42 W1л5.22; No. 43, EBl0.R17; No. 46, EBU.R69; 
. Documents 

А6/29 and A6 /АFL /7 Rev.].) 

fir. WIILLIANS (Canada) commenting on the proposed amendments to the 

Constitution (EBll.R69), made the following observations. 

On the amendment to Article 26, providing for the Executive Board to meet 

once a year, his delegation was of the opinion that the Board should - at least 

in the initial stages of biennial Assemblies -'meet twice a year. 

Turning to Section II of the resolution - "The Executive, Boardtl - he expressed 

some doubts on whether the power to promote and conduct research in the field of 

health should be assigned to the Executive Board. Similarly, he could not entirely 

agree that the Board should be empowered to approve in detail the programme and 

budget submitted for the second year of the two-year period, and preferred that 

the Health Assembly be entrusted with that task. 

He hoped that arrangements would be made for the circulation to Member 

Governments of the financial statements of the Organization and the report of the 

External Auditor mentioned in Section II, paragraph 4. 

With regard to paragraph 2 of Section III (Financial and Administrative 

Arrangements) providing for a separate scale of assessments for the year in which no 

Health Assembly was held, he hoped that arrangements would be made for the 

percentage assessments to be fixed by the Health Assembly for the two-year period. 

His delegation also considered that the Health Assembly should establish óná 

Working Capital Fund resolution for the two years. 
. 

Referring to paragraph 7 (Section III), he said that his delegation was 

opposed to the establishment of a special account to which would be credited the 
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amounts budgeted for Health Assemblies in the years in which no Assemblies were held. 

Finally, he associated himself with the views expressed by the delegate of 

Australia at the previous meeting particularly with regard to the i'iеаvу strain which 

would be imposed on the Board by the system of biennial Assemblies. 

Мr. PROSPER' (Italy), said that, after a careful study of resolution 11.R69, 

his delegation was of the opinion that it was undesirable to amend the provision of 

the Constitution providing for the holding of regular, annual sessions of the Health 

Assemb у, and that the resolution should be referred to the Seventh Health Assembly. 

Vu was a relatively young body and the Health Assembly had done useful work, as was 

evidenced by the discussions which had taken place and by the resolutions adopted at 

the present session. His delegation considered. that close and regular contact should 

be maintained between the Organization and Member States. 

Dr. SIGURJONSSON (Iceland) аid that if the principle of biennial Assemblies - 

approved by the Third World Health Assembly - was maintained, the 'time had come, in 

the light of experience since gained, to implement that decision. It would take about 

four years for the change to become effective, i.e. if the proposed amendments were 

adopted, the first year in which the regular Health Assembly would not be held would 

be 1957. He referred those delegates who had expressed concern about any delay in 

the consideration of health problems to the possibility, under Article 13 of the 

Constitution, of holding special sessions. The proposed amendments did not preclude 

the holding of annual sessions but merely introduced greater flexibility by 

providing for biennial Assemblies if appropriate. As had already been stated, 

considerable savings would result from holding a Health Assembly only once every two 

years, not only to the Organization, but also to Member States. 
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He supported the proposed amendments in principle, although he might wish to 

propose amendments on minor points. 

Fur. 3ATO (Japan) said that his delegation was opposed, at least temporarily, to 

the principle of biennial Assemblies, which would prevent Member States from following 

closely the work of the Organization. моrеоvеr, the Organization was faced with many 

complex problems on which it would be difficult for the Executive Board to take 

decisions. 

Dr. de PINHO (Portugal), recalling the arguтents put forward at the Fifth World 

Health Assembly that economies would result from biennial Assemblies, said that 

saving of money did not necessarily imply saving of time, since biennial Assemblies 

might well last longer than annual ones. His delegation was opposed to resolution 

EВfl.Rb9. 

He added that his Government, which from the) beginning had been in favour of the 

régionalization'system, would welcome the development of activities of all regional 

offices subject to a proper balance being maintained between the respective spheres 

of competence of headquarters and regiоnal committees - equilibrium which would be 

impaired if adequate contact were not maintained between headquarters, regional 

offices and delegations. In that connexion, annual contacts between public -health 

administrators of all countries Nonessential for the maintenance of the universal 

nature of the Organization. 

Attempts could be made to shorten the sessions of the Health Assembly, and he 

submitted that the wisest course to follow would be that outlined in resolution 

EBll.R6В. 

His delegation was in favour of the constitutional principle of holding annual 
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Health Assеmbliеs and accordingly was unable to support the proposed amendments. 

Мг. SIEGEL (Assistant Director- General, Department of Administration and Finance) 

Secretary, explained that the Third World Health Assembly, in resolution WIA3.96, 

approved in principle proposals by the Governments of Denmark, Norway and Swедвn for 

the amendment of the Constitution and requested the Director -General to study carefully 

the arrangements necessary for implementing its decision and to submit a report on the 

necessary amendments and transitional arrangements to the Fourth World Health Assembly. 

That study had been considered by the Executive Board at its seventh session and again, 

in view of the further study required, at its ninth session, and it had proposed 

amendments for the implementation of the plan approved in principle by the Third World 

Health Assembly. Further amendments had since been proposed by the Governments of the 

Philippines, Yugoslavia and France (А6/29). The amendment of France was merely a 

matter of drafting. 

As to the amendment to Article 34 proposed by the Government of the Philippines 

(the effect of which would be to delete a reference to the budget estimates and to fix 

definite periods within which the Director -General should submit financial statements) 

he submitted that since Article 34 formed part of the Chapter of the Constitution 

dealing with the functions of the Secretariat, the amendment proposed by the Executive 

Board would be more appropriate. The amendment of the Philippines dealt with a ratter 

of procedure which need not necessarily be mentioned in the chapter dealing with the 

responsibilities of the Secretariat. Wíhile there was no objection to inserting the 

words suggested provided the provision whereby the Director-General should prepare and 

submit the programme and budget estimates were retained, the Director -General would 

prefer the wording proposed by the Executive Board. Furthermore, Article XI of the 

Financial Regulations clearly stated the method by which the Director- General should 
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prepare and submit accounting records. 

As pointed out by the delegate of Iceland, some time would elapse before the 

proposed amendments became operative, and the Director- General therefore proposed that 

discussion on the second part of resolution EB11.R69 (transitional arrangements) be 

postponed to a later Health Assembly. In the Director -General's view it "was not 

necessary to deal with those aspects at the present time since, should the proposed 

amendments be approved, arrangements and details included in the resolution could be 

ро$tрonвд to the Seventh World Health Assembly. 

Finally, he called attention to the many recommennations concerning biennial 

Assemblies put fоrwarд ов. numerous occasions by the United Nations General Assembly and 

referred, in partici' x, to the 'statement contained in paragraph 74 of document Л6 /20, 

Annex D, pages 11 and l2 "It is noted that WHO wi.l consider at its sixth (1953) 

Assembly proposed amendments to the Gonstitution'prcbiding for biennial Assemblies. 

Such an arrangement would accord with the view exrе�ьsеd by the General Assembly of the 

United Nations in 1948 when endorsing (in resolution 210 (III)) a general recommendation 

of the Advisory Committee to the effect that each specialized agency should be asked to 

review its programme of meetings with a vie* to reducing the number of formal meetings 

of governmental representatives and that in particular, it should consider whether a 

full »scale annual conference is necessary." 

Mir.; CORREA DO LAGO (Bra.zil) moved the closure of' the debates 

R4г. RUED' (Switzerland) was opposed to closure of the debate, He considered that 

the committee was not bound by the decision of thе Тhiхd World Health Assembly; a 

contrary decision could be taken, in the light of experience gained, as to whether 

biennial Assemblies' we're or were not desirab e. 



Аб/Аа{'L/iin/14 

page 7 

Dr. van den BERG (Netherlands) also spoke against closure of the debate. 

. 

On a vote by show of hands the motion for closure of the debate was 

adopted by 23 votes to 20, with 8 abstentions. 

á'1r. CORКERY (Australia) called attention to the draft resolution submitted by the 

Cuban delegation, which had been distributed before the motion for closure of the 

debate had been voted on, and to which he wished to submit an amendment. 

Dr. HURTADO (Cuba) explained that his delegations draft proposal referred solely 

to the decision to be taken on resolution EB11.R69, and did not imply reopening of the 

debate. That draft resolution - rejecting the amendments would only require a simple 

majority vote. 

After a brief interval during which the delegates of Australia and Cuba reached 

agreement on a revised text, the CНAIRIAN put to the vote the following joint draft 

resolution: 

The Sixth World Health Assembly, . 

Considering that it is not yet desirable to provide for the establishment of 

the system of biennial Assemblies approved in principle by the Third World Health 

Assembly; 

Having studied all the amendments circulated among the Member States, 

contained in the resolution of the Executive Board, EB11.R69, 

DECIDES not to accept the proposed amendments to tie Constitution for the 

time being and to consider the matter again at a future session of the Health 

Assembly. 

Decision: The above joint draft resolution submitted by the delegations of 

Australia and Cuba was adopted by 37 votes to 12, with 5 abstentions. 
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2. REQuEST OF NEPAL FOR ASSIGN�2ENT TO .SOUТ I -FЛST .4SLА REGION: 
Item 7.3.4óf the Agenda (document Aб /AFL /25) 

Dedid i1 : The draft. reвolutioп сопtainbd iii .document . 
A6/ L/25 -°was 

unanimously adopted. 

Er: Brady (Ireland) took the, Chair' 

FREQUENCY OF SESSIONS OF THE HEALTH ASSEКIBLY: CONSIDERATION OF AЫE Ю NTS 

TO THE'CONSТIТUТIONt Item 7x3 7 of the Agenda ( continuation).' 

Er. SIEGEL (Assistant Director -General, Department of Administration and Finance) 

Seerеtary, recalled that during the discussion of Item 7.3.7 he had made a formai 

proposal that the consideration of they part of the draft resolutions before the 

committee concerned with transitional arrangements should be deferred. .What he had 

meant was to suggest that the committee might possibly wish to defer the question, _ 

since as representative of the Director -General he was not entitled to make any 

proposal. 

4. REPORT OF THE SIТUAТION WITH REGARD TO МEETINGS OF THE REGIONAL CОII ТТEE 
FOR THE EASTERN Т2DIТERRАNEAN: Item 7.3.5 of the Agenda (continuation) 
(documents л6/37, A6 /AFL /27 and A6 /ЛFL /28 ) 

Dr. KAHANY (Israel) recalled that during the debate at the last meeting one 

delegate had asked him why he had characterized the draft resolution proposed by the 

delegation of Iraq (document A6 /AFL /27) as unconstitutional. Admittedly that proposal. 

as wеll as the further proposal submitted at the present meeting by the delegation of 

Lebanon (see below), were perfectly admissible as far as their form and content were 

concerned; if he had called the proposal of the delegation of Iraq unconstitutional, 

it was because of the obvious political motives underlying it and because of the legal 

precedent that it would create. It was based on two premises. The first was that 

the majority of the Hembers of a region' had 'decided that they would no longer meet at 
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the regional level with another Member whose territory was situated in the very 

heart of the region. The second premise was,that not only had the majority of 

'thy Members of a region the right to ask the Health Assembly to modify its 

geographical delimitation, but at the same time the Assembly was obliged to meet 

that wish and to exclude any country or territory, whatever its geographical 

position or the desire of its government, if it was not accepted by that majority. 

The constitutional issues. raised by that proposal transcended the particular 

interests of a small country like Israel, threatening as it did the very basis of 

the Constitution not only of the World Health Organization but of all other 

international organizations. If the proposal were adopted, WHO would no longer 

be an organization in which sovereign countries, great or small, met on an equal 

footing, but an organization in which any group of States in the majority in any 

region might not only modify its geographical boundaries but also expel at any 

time any other Member with which they were unwilling to тееt That power would 

henceforth be guaranteed by a constitutional decision of the Health Assembly itself. 

Dr. HАУЁК (Lebanon) thought that all were aware of the prejudice - especially 

the moral prejudice - caused to WHO by the paralysis at present prevailing in the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region. The question had been debated for three years, and 

a decision could no longer be deferred. He asked the committee to put aside all 

vindictive sentiments and all political considerations. Whatever the reason, the 

fact remained that there was no regional committee in the Eastern Mediterranean; 

and without that committee a true World Health Organization was inconceivable. 
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Some step forward must be taken, for the alternative was paralysis and death. 

Everyone desired that the World Health Organization should flourish and progress, 

and that required the co- operation of the majority of the Members in the region. 

The remaining Member State would suffer no loss, for it could still receive services 

from Geneva or join Another region of WHO, as it had done in FAO and UNESCO. It 

was therefore in the general interest of WHO that his delegation submitted its draft 

resolution, which would allow the Executive Board and the Director- General to study 

at leisure the possibility of a new delineation of the region. It read as follows: 

The Sixth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the inertia which has characterized the Regional 
Committee for the Eastern 1lediterranean for three years and the necessity 
for finding a remedy in view of the desire of the majority of the Member 
States in this region; 

In view of Articles 44, 46 and 50 of the Constitution of WHO and 
Resolution )1Á.72 of the First Health Assembly, which permit the Assembly 
and the Executive Board, with the consent of the majority of the Member 
States located in this region, to establish a regional organization to 
answer the urgent needs relevant to this majority, and of the resolution 

adopted on 19 Nay 1953 relating to the rules and criteria for the assign- 
ment of regions, 

1. REQUESTS the Executive Board and the Director -General to study the 
possibilities of delineating a new geographical area which would permit 
a new region to be established composed of the following Member States: 

Pakistan, Ethiopia, Iran, Egypt, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Hashemite 
Kingdom of the Jordan, Lebanon, Libya and Yemen, French Somaliland, 
Aden and Cyprus; further 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to report on this subject to the 

Seventh World Health Assembly. 
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Mr. VASSILIOU (Greece), after referring to his government's concern at the 

situation in the Eastern Mediterran where his country was geographically 

situated though a иember of the European Region, said that the Organization 

was faced with a material fact fraught with danger for it. Though he appreciated 

the spirit of the Indian draft resolution, he could not support it, for a prompt 

and rapid solution was called for, He would vote for any draft resolution that 

seemed to offer a definitive answer to the problem. 

Dr. AZEM- KHAYАT (Syria) wished to draw attention to a few considerations 

essential for a realistic appraisal of the problem. 

The reference in Article 44 (b) of the Constitution to "the consent of a 

majority of the Members situated within each area ", which was in conformity 

with WHO's ideal of co- operation, implied that the presence of a, Member not 

accepted by the majority of Members in a region would impair that co- operation, 

especially as the functions of a regional committee, enumerated in Article 50, 

could not be usefully fulfilled without a spirit of unity among its Members. 

Furthermore, when the Eastern Mediterranean Region had first been 

delineated, Palestine had been included under that name. Without wishing to 

raise political issues, she felt bound to point out that in the Near East 

peace existed neither de facto nor de jure. The best results were always 

attained by facing the facts, and that was why she asked the committee to 

adopt the resolution proposed by the delegation of Iraq. 
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Dr, ENGEL (Sweden) supported the Indian draft resolution (document 

Аб /АРL /2g), which seemed to offer the only way out of the present difficulties. 

Moreover, it was conceived in the spirit of the WHO Constitution and of the 

statement made by the Swedish delegation at the previous meeting. 

He hoped that the committee would take a vote as soon as possible. 

&ajkumari АPНIТ KAUR (India), before formally moving the adoption of 

her delegation's draft resolution (document Аб /АFL /2S), wished to propose that 

it be amended by the deletion of the first operative paragraph. 

She was putting forward the resolution in all humility, with the sole 

object of preserving peace and goodwill in the Organization and of contributing 

to the true objectives for which she believed it had been founded. She had 

felt a sense of desolation when, at the previous meeting, she had sensed an 

atmosphere of antagonism and fear. She had been relieved when the motion for 

the adjournment had been adopted, and hoped that a night's rest and an 

opportunity for further 'reflection would have enabled delegates to bring a 

more detached and calm outlook to bear on the delicate question under 

discussion. 

The resolution proposed by the delegation of Iraq, which had the support 

of many lIembers of the Eastern Mediterranean Region, raised problems of far - 

reaching import which might have very unfortunate repercussions, for they cut 

across the very roots on which the Organization was founded. Much had been 
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said about the legality of the resolution and whether it was constitutionally 

admi"s s ib1e, She felt that there wore times when legal and constitutional 

considerations should give way to something higher: the moral law, which, 

she submitted, was the only criterion whereby decisions should be arrived 

at on matters involving principles. All men talked of world peace, of one 

world, of the breaking down of barriers, and all rightly yearned for such a 

solution to the world's ills, The World Health Organization was composed of 

doctors and health administrators, whose task was healing and the mitigation 

of human distress. Neither doctors, nor nurses, nor even health administra- 

tors thought in terms of race or colour or political ideology or creed - 

horrible words that should be eliminated from the minds of all who were loyal 

to thé cause of peace and goodwill. 

It was true that WHO was organized on the basis of regionalization, but 

the purpose tigas merely decentralization for the sake 6f greater efficiency 

and the better provision of services, not political grouping, Her delegation's 

draft resolution, as now aвΡiended, sought to emphasize two points, and she hoped 

that those who supported the draft resolution of the delegation of Iraq would 

not misunderstand what she was about to say, She had every sympathy for them 

in their main contention, born of their objection to the very formation of 

the State of Israel; but that was a political question to be settled elsewhere. 

She asked them to look beyond the immediate issues to the consequence of their 

draft resolution, which if adopted would open the door to the victimization of 
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of any other country simply because it was not accepted by a group of Member States. 

If they did not insist on raising the issue, she hoped that in time they and Israel 

would come to an understanding whereby co- operative human endeavour might supercede 

political antipathy. No problem was insoluble if the will was there, and she 

believed that her delegation's draft resolution offered a way. 

India, as a founder Member of WHO, was proud of its five years record of 

service, and would hate to see the pages of that record soiled in any way. Health 

was an all- embracing term; he was no physician who dealt only with the physical 

element of his patient. The wounds of the spirit were far more serious than the 

wounds of the flesh. One wrong could never set right another, and violence could 

only breed greater violence, whereas love conquered all things. She hoped that in 

the World Health Organization love would preцaзl. 

She moved the adoption of the Indian draft resolution as amended. 

Mr. PACIACHI (Iraq) said that at the previous meeting his delegation's draft 

resolution had been the only one before the committee; at the present meeting he had 

been painfully surprised to see it nullified by a counter proposal from India. 
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The preamble to the Indian draft resolution suggested that the delegation of 

Iraq was asking the World Health Organization to judge the political problems of 

Palestine. In fact, it was asking only for a redelineation of the Eastern 

Mediterranean area - a purely administrative matter, though he did not deny that 
e 

there were political reasons for it. WHO was not asked to interfere in the political 

problems of the Eastern Mediterranean, but it was asked to remedy a situation 

prejudicial to the health interests of the region. 

The effect of paragraph 2 of the Indian draft resolution (as presented in 

document А6 /АF'L /28) would be to postpone a solution indefinitely, for the other 

Members of the Eastern Mediterranean region had already made it clear that under no 

circumstances would they co- operate with Israel. That was an important question of 

national interest, against which no soverign State could be obliged to act. In effect, 

India was asking for the indefinite suspension of the Eastern Mediterranean regional 

committee meetings, though India was itself a Member of another region that was 

holding its meetings regularly. 

He submitted that his delegation's draft resolution was the only solution. 

Dr. van den BERG (Netherlands) said that his delegation was prepared to vote 

for the Indian draft resolution. 

Dr. NАSRALLAH (Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan) agreed with the delegate of 

Iraq. The Indian draft resolution offered no real solution and ignored the one real 

problem before the Health Assembly. 
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Mr. de ERICE y OFSНEA (Spain) thought that all delegations would agree with the 

lofty sentiments expressed by the delegate of India. However, he had also been 

impressed by the remarks of the Greek delegate, particularly as Greece was well 

situated to understand the problems of the Eastern Mediterranean. He was not himself 

a doctor, but he was beginning to understand something of the principles of medicine. 

a 
There was an illness in the Eastern Mediterranean region, and I0 must find a radical 

o� ution, not wait for time to do the work of healing. That was why, though he appre- 

ciated the high ideals that inspired the Indian draft resolution, he was unable to 

support it. He reserved the right to comment on any proposals that might yet be made, 

and in the meantime he agreed with the delegate of Greece that some definite solution 

must be found. 

Dr. HURTADO (Cuba) observed that at present the committee had three draft resolu- 

tions before it. The draft resolution of the delegation of Iraq was based on political 

arguments and on a categorical refusal to co- operate that Cuba could not accept. The 

Indian proposal was founded on lofty ideals of world -wide understanding but offered no 

definitive solution. The proposal of the Lebanese delegation seemed to be the most 

acceptable and perhaps offered a compromise between those of Iraq and India. It 

provided for further consideration of the question by the Executive Board and the 

Director- General, during which time decisions might be taken elsewhere than in '^I0 

which might alter the whole nature of the question and make a solution easier. 

At the tsamе time, he wished to point out that the present difficult situation 

arose largely from the absence in the Constitution of any directives for the delineation 

of regions. Greece, for example, was geographically in the Eastern Mediterranean, but 

it was a Member of the European Region. 
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As for the analogy employed by the delegate of Sрaiп, it should be remembered 

that doctors did not resort to amputation if there were other solutions that could 

avoid it. 

Mr. ZANWIN (Burma) hoped that the delegation of Iraq would understand that it was 

from a sincere feeling of friendliness towards both parties and with the desire to help 

in solving the present problem that his delegation, which had not so far taken part in 

the debate, intervened at the present point to propose the following draft resolution: 

The Sixth World Health Assembly, 

1. TAKES NOTE of the resolution EB11.R8 adopted by the Executive Board at 
its eleventh session; 

2. REGRETS that the Eastern Mediterranean Regional Committee has been unable 
to meet in 1951 and 1952; 

3. CONSIDERS that the continuation of the present situation is injurious to 
the health interests of the Region; 

4. IS CONVINCED that it is impossible to convene a meeting of the Eastern 
Mediterranean Regional Committee under present conditions; 

5. Considering also that it is neither able nor desirous of interfering in 
the differences existing between States in the Eastern Mediterranean region, 
but moved by the high conception of the duties which fall upon the community 
of the States Members of the Organization; 

6. DECIDES to adjourn sine die the examination of the question of the absence 
of meetings of the regional committee until the parties concerned agree to the 

resumption of the meetings of the committee, and 
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7. REQUESTS the Director-General) with the means at his disposal, to 
arrange to help members of the Eastern Mediterranean Region, under 
esting unsatisfactory circumstances, by 

(1) convening limited regional sub -committee meetings of any 14 
or more country Members of the region whe jointly request such a 
meeting at a commonly chosen location to discuss and plan matters 
of health which commonly affect their countries; 

(2) making available to the other countries in the region which 
do not participate in the sub- committee meetings the full, records 
of and decisions taken at the regional sub-committee meetings; and 

(3) arranging to apply as best as possible to such absent Members 
from the limited sub• -со mittee meetings, if they so express a' desire 
after •рerusal cf the records of the sub -committee meetings, any plans, 
projects or programmes which can be of benefit to them, 

?hen the Indian deîegate had amended her proposal by deleting the first 

paragraph, he had dcеcidec' not to press his own. However, after hearing the 

statements made since the Indian draft resolution had been introduced, he had 

the impression that one of the o parties involved felt that it lacked something. 

That was why; after all; ho w_чhсd his proposal to be considered. It was founded 

on the friendliness to both parties of which he had spoken and on the desire to 

avoid creating a bad р_есоdе«t and it represented an attempt to take a practical 

view and fine :. sole L.0e cf benefit to both sides, 

Nr, ?лi 12 МАSON (New Zealand)9 commenting upon the resolution proposed by the 

delegation of Lebanon, said that at its eleventh meeting the committee had adopted 

a resolution whose third paragraph requested the Director- General to continue to 

study the possible delineation of geograph_icl areas. To adopt another resolution 

asking the Ji rQct.o,,- General to do the same thing for one particular area would be 

superfluous 
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• Dr. AUJALEU (France) said that his delegation had made every effort to think 

of an acceptable solution but without success. However, efforts at conciliation 

must not be abandoned. The Indian draft resolution, inspired by sentiments for 

which he had the highest respect and sympathy, would no doubt satisfy nobody 

completely; and he wondered whether during the lunch hour it would not be well 

to continue the search for a formula that would reconcile the conflicting parties, 

coming down to earth a little and (a) not attributing to the regional committees 

an excessive importance; (b) abandoning the positions of principle and prestige 

in which the parties had entrenched themselves; (c) consulting the Secretariat, 

which had great resources and could probably suggest an acceptable solution. 

The CHA]RМAN agreed with the delegate of France. 

Before adjourning the meeting he wished to state, in connexion with the 

proposal of the Burmese delegation, that his attention had been drawn to the fact 

that a sub- committee could be set up only by a cou,iittee, and this consideration 

suggested that a meeting of the regional committee would be necessary before the 

sub -committee meetings proposed by the Burmese delegation. 

мr. ZAirt ; °dïN (Burma) observed that the question was one that might be considered 

during the lunch hour. In particular, it might be considered whether there was any 

article in the Constitution that would forbid, in the present case, action under 

Articles 18 (e), (1) and (m). 

The meeting rose at 12.30 p.m. 


