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1, ANNOUNCEMENT
COMMUNICATION

The PRESIDENT : The Chair, noting that there is a quorum of the Fifth

World Health Assembly, is pleased to call this meeting to order.

Before we begin the closing meeting of the plenary session of the Fifth

World Health Assembly, the ,Chair wóuld like to make the following

announcements. The Canadian reception this afternoon: at 6 otclock will be

held in the restaurant of the Pala:is' des Nations instead of at the Villa

La Pelouse

In conformity with the Rules of Procedure and if . the Health Assembly

'concurs, I would like to have the privilege of inviting the observer from

Colombia to address the Assembly. The observer from Colombia.

2. STATEMENT BY THE OBSERVER FOR COLOMBIA
DECLARATION DE L'OBSERVATEUR DE LA COLOMBIE

M. CAJIAO,PEREZ (Colombie) (traduction de l'espagnol) : En ma qualité

d'observateur du Gouvernement national de Colombie j'ai l'honneur de prendre

la parole devant cette Assemblée pour exprimer mon'admiration envers l'oeuvre

accomplie par l'Organisation Mondiale de Santé.

Les mesures opportunes prà:ses par NOMS s'inspirent des deux principes

éternels qui doivent guider 1 z humanité, c lest- á.dire la santé et la justice,

et elles se répercutent jusque dans les régions les plus éloignées du Siège.

Des millions d'hommes avides dsun avenir meilleur peuvent apaiser actuel-

lement leur désir de santé et de justice grace á cette oeuvre bienfaisante.
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Ctest avec enthousiasme et avec joie que je présenterai au Gouvernement

de Colombie le rapport que mérite une si noble entreprise.

The PRESIDENT: Would any other delegates like to take the floor?

3. CLOSING ADDRESSES
DISCOURS DE CLOTURE

The PRESIDENT: Fellow delegates, members of the Secretariat, colleagues and

friends, it has become customary for the President of the World Health Assembly each

year to take the floor briefly at the close of the session in order to-summarize-the

outstanding features of the work accomplished by the Assembly. It is with real

pleasure that I follow the established tradition. In the first place, it offers

a most welcome opportunity for me to thank you once again for the great honour which

you bestowed on my country and on my humble self in asking me to preside over your

deliberations. I deeply appreciate the meaning of your gesture. I know that it

was an expression of your generous understanding of the problems of my country and

of the region to which it belongs. I believe that this gesture was also a token

of your confidence in the contribution which we, in the Western Pacific Region, are

prepared to make to the cause of world health.

The proceedings drawing to a close today have been a source of great inspiration

to me, as I am sure they have been to all of you. It seems to me almost miraculous

that we were able to get through so much work in such a short time. In trying to

find the reasons for this astonishing success, it occurs to me that perhaps the

outstanding feature of our work does' not lie in any particular project which we have
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established for 1953, but rather in the spirit which has characterized our discussions.

It was certainly in an atmosphere of exemplary friendliness and mutual trust that from

the first day, all questions - even the most controversial ones - were taken up, and

settled.

To any observer of international affairs familiar with the depressing way in which

political considerations and regard for mere prestige very often modify the most honest

intentions in intergovernmental gatherings, the general picture of our meetings must

havé been refreshing and comforting. This, of course, does not mean that the relation-

ship among the delegates to the Fifth World Health Assembly was purely a relationship of

individuals free of governmental instructions. Naturally, all the delegates represented

countries and as such they had to take into consideration their obligations to their

respective governments. But as I followed the discussions in the main committees,

working parties and other groups, I had the impression that in most cases there was a

very definite willingness on the part of all of you to make concessions in order to

safeguard the interests of the world community as a whole, even if this might mean

temporarily deferring the wishes of one or more individual Member States. Truly

difficult questions, such as the assignment of countries to regions, or the demographic

problem, or the proposed constitutional amendments on biennial assemblies, were dealt

with in a spirit which showed a desire to take the long -term view and to guarantee

adequate time for studying crucial issues thoroughly, Probably because we have learned

to know each other better, probably also because the ideals we set up in 1948 have taken

firmer root by 1952; we have succeeded this year in dealing with each, other in a more

efficient and in a more mature way than has been the case in the past, Thanks to a

growing feeling of "world consciousness" we have made real progress towards the attain-

ment of the goals which are defined by our Constitution.
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A comprehensive review of the work accomplished by the Fifth World Health Assembly

would give a wealth of tangible evidence of this gratifying spirit of co- operation.

However, since I do not want to take too much of your time, I shall limit myself to

a few examples. There is, for instance, the resolution adopted in connexion with the

International Sanitary regulations, marking another important step towards the setting

up of a new "health code" for international trade and traffic. The fact that, of the

89 governments which could have done so, only 25 submitted reservations and amendments,

shows that patient efforts motivated by respect for others and by enlightened self -

interest can lead to agreements even in a field where differences in technical develop-

ment, geography and climate, play such an important role.

At this point I would like to convey the thanks of the Assembly to Dr. Morgan

for his devotion to the cause of international health.

I am particularly grateful for the fact that despite the difficult economic

conditions under which we all live today, the Assembly has had the courage and wisdom

to provide the Organization with adequate funds for the implementation of its 1953

programme, representing a moderate increase over the current year. As our highly-

esteemed Director -General pointed out at the beginning of our session, it is a funda-

mental purpose of WHO's regular programme to give to Member States the type of help

they need for the continuous, balanced and orderly development of their public -health

services. I am convinced that this task of WHO will be greatly advanced through the

work planned by the Central Technical Services for 1953 in epidemiológy, health

statistics, standardization of drugs, co- ordination of research and publications. The

programmes which we have approved for the advisory activities of WHO, including control

of communicable diseases, organization of public -health services and professional
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education and training, will bring to us many forms of direct assistance which can be

rendered most effectively, and often only, through international channels.

At this point I would like to express my personal satisfaction at the action the

Assembly has decided on against leprosy,. making use of recent progress in its treatment

and control. The initial work to be done in this field by the WHO Expert Committee on

Leprosy is symbolical of the services that the expert committees viii re> der to our

organization in advising it about all aspects of its work.

The long -term programmes for the promotion,of the health of children and the plans

for the rehabilitation of the physically handicapped are among the many projects which

WHO will carry out in the closest co- operation with UNICEF, the United Nations and with

other specialiZta agencies.

The widening pattern of inter- agency activities'initiated or supported by WHO is

based on our conviction that health work can be successful only if integrated with the

more general frame of social and economic development. I referred briefly to this

principle in the presidential address.

Viewed in the light of this concept, WHO's techniéal assistance operations in 1953,

as approved by the Fifth World Health Assembly, must be considered as one of the most

important parts of the machinery which the United Nations have devised in order to help

in creating a prosperous and peaceful world. We are all grateful to Professor Winslow

and Professor Myrdal for lifting.us out of the routine atmosphere of our work and for

reminding us of both the limitations and the potentialities of our activities.

"The public health programme ", said Professor Winslow, "cannot be intelligently planned

in a vacuum but only as a vital part of a broader programme of social reconstruction ".

"A successful work of health reforms ", Professor Myrdal declared, "is bound to increase
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progressively the need for more productive techniques and for capital. influx from abroad,

if the results of higher health standards are not to be a spur to continual and perhaps

aggravated poverty ".

The penetrating analyses of these two great men, setting an inspirational keynote

for the various group sessions, were to a great extent responsible for the keen interest

shown in the Technical Discussions. Organized under the general chairmanship of

Professor Ferreira, they were devoted especially to the definition of local areas and

problems relating to the establishment of effective health units at that level. Dealing

with the serious lack of trained staff, suggestions were put forward for building up

cadres of locally- trained assistants to perform much of the detailed work under expert

supervision from larger health centres. The group discussions were lively and great

stress was laid on the vale ofscit .zen-partiripttion in all public -health

especially at the local level - another point I dwelt on in the opening address. A

report of the main findings of these group discussions will be prepared for publication.

I am sure that I speak for all of you in urging that the expert technical examina-

tion of problems relating to our work should become a permanent feature of the Assembly.

It would indeed be a pity not to take advantage of the presence of so many eminent

medical men, coming from many countries, as an excellent opportunity to explore technical

issues of common interest to all of us and of basic importance in our fight to improve

health standards through the world,

The greater the number of countries that join in this fight, the better our pros-

pects of success will be. We are happy and proud to count amongst our number the Unitc

Kingdom of Libya, a State built under the auspices of the United Nations and fully

meriting the help of all the specialized agencies. We are equally glad that the number
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of our Associate Members has been increased by the admission of Morocno and Tunisia,

and I am certain that they, too, are eagerly looking forward to their participation in

the great tasks which we, together, are trying to fulfil.

In a few days our Executive Board will meet to proceed with the more detailed

examination of the questions which:we have agreed upon during the Assembly. We may be

sure that the advice and experience of the five experts who are to be designated by

Brazil, Canada, Denmark, Iran and New Zealand for service on the Board will contribute'

most effectively to the work which the Board faces for the coming months.

Two of the reasons why this Assembly has'been able to deal with a crowded. agenda

with such despatch and efficiency are the excellent work done by the two main committees,

and the wise and thoughtful manner in which Dr. Romero has guided the deliberations of

the Committee on Programme and Budget, and Sir Arcot Mudaliar has presided over the

Committee, on administration; Finance and Legal Matters. I am happy to congratulate

them on the work done, as well as the Vice -Chairman andRapporteurS, whose able assis-

tance has been invaluable. We also wish to express our sincere appreciation of:the

co- operation we have obtained from the Legal Sub.'Committee.

As always, the Assembly has been greatly aided by Dr. Brock Chisholm, the Director-

General,' and Dr. Pierre Dorolle, the Deputy Director- General. Other members of the

Secretariat have worked hard and shown outstanding efficiency in the handling of

documents, in obtaining required information at short notice, and in other ways smoothing:

the way of our work. I wish to thank them for their excellent co- operation and
.

assistance, and particularly the interpreters and translators, whose special skill .

enables us to bridge the gap of language and function almost as if we had already .

achieved the ideal of world citizenship in one of its practical aspects.
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sft Vasa pleasure once again to meet in the hospitable, city. óf Geneva, whose

_graceful' order provides a perfect setting for the deliberations of_ international

bodies. We are all grateful to the City and Canton of Geneva, and are_looking forward

to meeting here again in 1953. Our thanks are equally due to the representatives of

the international' and Swiss press, who have given our Fifth World Health, Assembly,:ample

coverage, and provided an invaluable link between the T.'Tork we,are trying, to do. to

improve the health of humanity, and the public, whose goodwill is indispensable to us.

To those' Who are leaving Geneva, bon voyage, and to all of you you, and

au revoir. (Applatise)'(Applaudissements)

The CHAIR wishes to .know if there, ' i s any other business' 4hich" the Fifth World

Health Assembly would like to takeup.

The CHAIR recognizes the delegate of India.

Dr, "M(mALIAR ' (India) s Mr. President, fellow delegates, at this time . of .day,. When

after a somewhat exhausting session delegates are anxious to prepare for their. return,

home, it is not my intention to detain them more than a fewminutes;.,,,but I, feel;

lit. President, that.ve shall be remiss in the performance of our duty if, we do not..;

avail ourselves of this opportunity to say a few words and to express our..gratitude -.to

you, who have presided with such distinction over the proceedings of the F,ifth.Yorld,..

Health Assembly.

As one`of the delegates, noted for his frankness perhaps, stated on another,.;.:.

occasion; when you, Sir, Were elected President of this Assembly, there were not......

wanting edme of ús who had some little hesitation as to the manner in.which you would:.,

be able to perform this task, and to all of us it has been a matter of great
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gratification and pride that in the discharge of your duties you have conducted yourself

which such dignity, with such tolerance, with such affectionate regard for all of us,

that You have made us your debtors in many respects and enabled us to remember this

session under your presidency as one of the most remarkable sessions that any of us

have attended.

Mr. President, it has been my privilege to attend every session, including this,

and I can say, despite what has happened now and again -which perhaps has been a

' little ripple on the Water - that this Assembly will certainly go down as one of the

most remarkable Assemblies for its positive achievements. We have been able, in a

very short space of time, to cover a variety of subjects of great importance to the

future of world health, and, as you have rightly remarked, Mr. President, some of these

achievements will certainly go far to enable the health of the world to be promoted in

every possible direction.

I should like in particular tô refer to the procedure that has been adopted in

this Assembly at the suggestion of the Executive Board, and to say that many of us feel

that that procedure has worked so admirably that it is our hope that the procedure will

be continued in future Assemblies. The division into two main committees, the examina-

tion of the programme and budget at one session, and the manner, in which the subjects

have been' allocated to these two main committees, have considerably helped in the

performance of our duties. If I venture to make one suggestion, Mr. President, I hope

I shall not be misunderstood. As one who has had to take some little responsibility

in the conduct of the proceedings of the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal

Matters; may I venture to express the hope that in future, in the constitution of the

Legal Sub -Committee, we shall make every effort to see that only persons versed in law
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are appointed to that committee? And it will be desirable, Mr. President, for the

Director -General to suggest to Member States that in case they want representation on

the Legal Sub -Committee it would be well for them to add a legal representative to the

delegations that are sent out to these committees.

The other suggestion that I should like to make, which perhaps the committee will

have to consider in due course, is that when any matter is referred to the Legal Sub-

Committee the limitation of the reference shall be clearly indicated, so that only the

legal issues will be considered by the Legal Sub -Committee and brought up before the

main committee concerned.

These are minor observations, Mr. President. We realize that on certain important

subjects there has been considerable room for differences of opinion, and here and there

a delegate has remarked that perhaps there has been more than the usual amount of

discussion in certain matters, which revealed that notaltogether the same opinion could

be arrived at. I do not feel disheartened, Mr. President, by these differences of

opinion, and I believe that such little differences of opinion, which finally end in

such a happy state of affairs, are proof positive of the healthy growth of an organiza-

tion. If every one of the delegations coming from all these eighty countries were

to have the same mind and follow the same routine and reach the same conclusion, I

would not feel that there was enough healthy vitality in the Organization. So long as

these differences of opinion do not result in any fundamental difference in regard to

the working of this organization, so long as these differences do not in any material

respect interfere with the growth and success of this organization, I do not feel that

we need be unduly pessimistic about a little rift in the lute now and again. The end

has conclusively proved that we are all passionately attached to this organization, and
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it is in that hope and with that fervent feeling that we shall all go back to our

countries,

Once more let me express my great pleasure that the Fifth.World Health Assembly

has been such an outstanding success under your presidency. Let me again thank you,

Sir, on behalf of all the delegates, and more particularly of the delegation with which

I am associated, for the great and grand manner in which you have conducted these

proceedings. (Applause)(Applaudissements)

The PRESIDENT: Would any other delegate like to take the floor?

Is there any other businccs that you would like to take with the Assembly?

If there is none, the Chair declaret that the final meeting of the plenary session of

the Fifth World Health Assembly is adjourned.

The session adjourned at 10,50:0 a.m.

La séance est ajournée à 1íh.50.


