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SCALE OF ASSESSMENTS FOR 1953 

Paper presented by the Delegation of the Union 
of South Africa 

1. Financial Regulation No, 5.1 requires that the scale of assessments to 
be applied in respect of individual Member States for the purpose of computing 
their contributions to the Regular Budget shall be determined by the Health 
Assembly» 

2. Subject to adjustments resulting from the limitation of the United States 
contribution to 33-1/$ of the total gross assessment budget,- as agreed to by 
the Fourth World Health Assembly (WHA4.47, Official Records No. 35), the 
Health Assembly and the General Assembly of the United Nations have both 
expressed themselves in favour of the adoption of common principles and of 
the same data for" the purpose of determining the assessments of individual 
Member States. 

3. The Union's assessment in units has, for the years 1948 to 1952, remained 
unaltered at 134, This represents a percentage assessment of 1.006$ in 
respect of 1948 and 1.108$ in respect of 1952. 

4. At the last session of the General Assembly of the United Nations, 
however, the percentage assessment for the Union was reduced from 1.04$ 
to .90$. 

5. Bearing in mind that the United Stacfces assessment was fixed at 33-1/3% 

at the last session of the Health Assembly, and that its contribution to the 
United Nations budget is 3.57$ higher, it follows that in the World Health 
Organization this difference has to be distributed over other Member States 
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and it may be argued that in consequence their percentage contribution should be 
somewhat higher than in the United Nations. On the other hand it should be 
borne in mind that WHO has a larger membership than the United Nations and that 
on that account percentage contributions should be somewhat lower than in the 
United Nations. 

y 

6. But taking even the extreme example where the entire difference of 3.57 
percentage points is to be distributed on a proportionate basis among Member 
States (i.e. ignoring the fact of the larger WHO membership), the Union's share 
of this burden would be approximately .04%. Added to the Union's United Nations 
contribution it gives a theoretical assessment in WHO of .94% as compared with the 
present 134 units which amount to approximately 1.11$. 

7. Since the membership of WHO is not the same as that of the United Nations 
it is not possible to draw final conclusions purely on the percentage contributions 
in the two organizations. But the relative burden can be ascertained by comparing 
a country's allocations with those countries which are Members of both the United 
Nations and the World Health Organization. 

8. The delegation of the Union of South Africa therefore suggests that the Fifth 
World Health Assembly review the Scale of Assessments for 1953, and requests an 
adjustment in its own assessment to reduce it to an amount in line with the Union's 
assessment in the United Nations. 


