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On the occasion of the first meeting of the Committee on Administration, 
Finance and Legal Matters the Director-General has requested me to report 
briefly on the administrative and financial status of the Organization. 

Growth in Member States 

The year 1951 "witnessed another increase in the number of members of -the ' 
Organization. Four additional states, i.e. Japan, Spain, Panama and the Federal 
Republic of Germany, joined the Organization, bringing thë'total up to 78 members 
and one associate 'member. With the exception of Colombia, all member states of 
the United Nations are now members of the Organization. 

This Fifth World Health Assembly has admitted one new Lfember and has 
before it for consideration two applications for associate membership, 

Growth in Staff 

The staff of the'Organization, not including short-tern consultants, has 
increased from 816 as of 30 April 1951 to 1,026 as of the.end of March 1952, 
the increase being mainly "in the field staff and in the; regional offices, 
headquarters staff remaining practically unchanged. 240 staff members are in 
the field, 367 at the regional offices and other outside offices, and 41^'àt 
headquarters. 737 staff members are paid from the Regular Budget, 2'51 from 
Technical Assistance Funds, and 38 from UNICEF Funds. 
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Regional Organizations 

The six regional organizations designated by the first World Health Assembly-
have now been established. The last two to be formally established during 1951 
were the Regional Organization for Africa and the Regional Organization for Europe. 

On the recommendation of the relevant Regional Committees, the Executive Board 
at its Ninth Session approved Brazzaville in French Equatorial Africa as the site 
of the Regional Office for Africa, and. Geneva as the tenporary site of the Regional 
Office £or Europe, appointing at the same time Dr. Daubenton as Regional Director 
for África, and Dr. Norman Begg as Regional Director for Europe, 

Pending the conclusion of the necessary arrangements for the establishment of 
the Regional Office for Africa at Brazzaville, this office functions at Headquarters 
in Geneva, 

Financial Position of the Organization 

In the Report to the Fourth World Health Assembly, the' Director-General was 
able to report an improvement in the financial position of the Organization. 
This progress continued throughout 1951. This improvement has been brought about 
as a result of payment of arrears of contributions by several Governments and of 
arrears of advances to the Working Capital Fund. As a result of the improvement 
in the payment of contributions by Member States, the cash deficit at 31 December 1951 
that is the difference between the expenditure of the Organization and its income for 
the year 1951, was only $46,000 as compared with a 1950 deficit at the end of that 
year of $1,679,000. . During the year 1951 the cash deficit for 1948 was reduced from 
&356,000 to 047,000, that for 1949 from ¿356,000 to £88,000, and that for 1950 from 
¿1,679,000 to (88,000. 

The position of the Working Capital Fund has likewise improved, due to payment 
of arrears of advances to that fund and the reduction in withdrawals from the fund 
for advances to cover the' deficits of previous years. At 30 April 1952 only 5 of 
the active members still owe all or a part^of their advances to the Fund. The total 
amount unpaid by active members is $95*074.79, or 3.28%. 
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While most States have paid the arrears of their contributions, some States have, 
in some instances, failed to provide in their national budgets for continuity of 
payment, and therefore there is a danger that they will again become in arrears. 
A l l Members are urged to provide for continuity of payment of their annual contributions 
and to provide in .their national budgets for payment in the year in which they are 
assessed. 

The Assembly Suspense Account established by the Third World Health Assembly has 
proven to be of great value by providing a method bo assure a more realistic control 
of the Organization financial position. In 1951 it became necessary to make certain 
emergency allocations of funds by drawing on the working capital fund. The reimburse-
ments to the Working Capital Fund have been provided under authority of the Fourth 
World Health Assembly, by withdrawal from the Assembly Suspense Account rather than by 
assessment of additional contributions on the Member States. This Fifth World Health 
Assembly has before it a proposal to provide reimbursement to the Working'Capital Fund, 
to cover an emergency allocation to India made by the Executive Board at its Eighth 
Session, by a similar withdrawal from the Assembly Suspense Account. Furthermore, 
the sum of (Д30,000 has been earmarked in this account to help finance the 1953 Budget. 

Building 

The construction of a new building and certain alterations and additions to the 
Palais des Nations to provide accommodation for the Headquarters Office is now 
practically terminated. The building operations have been carried out by the UN, 
WHO providing the UN with the necessary funds to finance the works. Plans were 
drawn up in agreement rath WHO whose approval was also required before any contract 
was entered into by the UN. 

It is regrettable that the financial position of the Building Fund is not 
satisfactory. The original estimates гтеге made at the time of general economic 
stability. All of the construction work took place during a period of world-wide 
shortages in materials and equipment accompanied by rises in wages. The full impact 
of these conditions on the final cost of the construction work is still unknown but it 
appears quite clear that the funds provided so far will not be adequate. 
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The Director-General will furnish the Building Committee and this Assembly with 
full report on the present situation together with a request for further funds to 
meet those costs which can be clearly deternrmed at this time. 

Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance 

During the first financial period of the World Health Organization's 
participation in" the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance for Economic 
.Development, the Organization had a total of 02,899,068 from the Special Account for 
this purpose, ' Of that amount, 01,341,445 was obligated for work during the first 
. financial period, which ended 31 December 1951. 

During 1952, WHO has £4,073,000 automatically available funds* in addition, 
TAB has made allocations to WHO for specific projects in the amount of 01,512,000, 
rthe total amount now available in 1952 for health programmes under the Expanded 
Programme being 05,585,000. 


