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LAY PUBLICATIONS OF THE SO-CALLED "WONDER" OR "MIRACLE" DRUGS 

Proposal submitted by the Delegation of the Philippines 

There has appeared recently, in several of the lay press, articles about 
the so-called "wonder" or "miracle" drugs. The use of the word "wonder" or 
"miracle" has been too loosely and frequently used and, in view of the still 
experimental nature of some of these products, may be misleading. The con-
sequent effect on public opinion and public health by the hasty and indiscrimin-
ate publicity may be harmful to populations throughout the world. Such a 
situation would obviously be contrary to the fundamental objective of the 
World Health Organization and this Assembly may therefore wish to take the matter * 
up with serious concern and adopt the following draft resolutions 

The Fifth World Health Assembly 

' Having noted the hasty publication in the lay press about the so-
called "wonder" or "miracle" drugs, 

Aware that many of these drugs are still under experimental trial, 

Cognisant of the harmful effects of inadequate treatment, masking 
of symptoms and the creation of resistance to future measures or to basic 
factors of disease control, with the use of these drugs at their present 
stage, 

Desirous of protecting the health of all peoples; 

INSTRUCTS the Director-General to draw the attention of Member 
Governments to the desirability of adopting appropriate meas.ures, prefer-
ably through their national health administration, for insuring that such 
publicity may not unduly jeopardize or endanger the health of their peoples 
who may be gullible or desperate enough to want a speedy cure. 


