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INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION BETWEEN HYGIENIC-TECHNICAL 

LABORATORIES CONCERNING STANDARDIZING METHODS AND RESEARCH WORK 

RELATED TO FOOD AND FOOD-STUFF 

Proposal by the Delegations of Denmark, Norway and Sweden 

As ..^.consequence nf scientific evolution work in the laboratory has 

become a very important instrument of any national public-health service. 

Bacteriology was the first field to be accepted as of utmost importanee to 

public-health work. For this reason international collaboration between 

bacteriological laboratories was accepted as suitable and necessary. 

The increasing use of various chemical substances in the food industry 

(preservation, colouring, etc.) has in the last decades presented a new publie-

health problem, requiring scientific investigation. Owing to the rapidity of 

progress in the hygienic-technical field the number of new substances used in 

the above-mentioned industry is very great and is even increasing. And they 

all may have effects on the human being. According to a recent investigation 

in the United States the number of additives to food stuffs alone at that time 

amounted to 700. In Sweden a recent study has demqnstrated that about 500 

different substances are added to foods in that country. 

In view of these facts laboratories in each country are faced with an 

enormous task. The investigations which should be undertaken for eaeh new 

substance, are so comprehensive that a single laboratory cannot possibly afford 

all the research work in this field. Moreover, since the results of investi-

gations on the effect of new substances are published in scientific literature 

çnly to a limited extent, it is prnbable that various laberatories are at present 

duplicating scientific studies of the same problems. Hence the available 

resources are not adequately utilized. Under these circumstances it seems 
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necessary to find means of co-ordinating the activities in the various laboratories. 

How such collaboration should be organized should be thoroughly studied. One 

large laboratory might serve as a reference laboratory, where information could be 

received from, and distributed to, other laboratories. At the same time conferences 

between the staffs at the leading laboratories might be arranged at regular intervals. 

This arrangement would provide an opportunity for an exchange of information concerning 

methodological problems, subjects under investigation and needs for research in special 

fields. The results of investigations in one country may result in standardization 

of a special method, which then could be accepted by the health authorities in other 

countries. This may contribute to the creation of uniform regulations concerning the 

control of food which would facilitate the international trade and thereby be of 

definite value to the public. 

In this connexion it is worth mentioning that in 1916 the Scandinavian countries 

realized the neéd for co-ordinated legislation on the control of food-stuffs. Since 

I947 the collaboration has been extended also to methods of food analysis. These joint 

activities are continued and are strengthened by annual conferences. Actually, stan-

dards are under discussion for food colouring, preservatives and anti-oxidants when 

added to food. 

Promotion-of collaboration between relevant laboratories seems to correspond with 

the objectives of the work of WHO (see Article 2, Constitution of WHO). It is there-

fore suggested that WHO investigate, through an expert committee or otherwise, the 

possibility of attaining international collaboration between the principal public-health 

laboratories working in this field. Such collaboration should particularly concern 

standardization of laboratory methods and tests. 


